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Brig Gen Eric P. Wendt assumes command of Special Operations 

Command Korea 
 
YONGSAN GARRISON, Seoul, Republic of Korea – Brig. Gen. Eric P. Wendt assumed 

command of Special Operations Command Korea, United States Forces Korea and United 
Nations Command Special Operations from Brig. Gen. Neil H. Tolley this morning during a 
change of command ceremony on Knight Field here. 
 
During the change of command ceremony, Wendt said he has had the honor to work with the 
Republic of Korea Special Operations Forces on many occasions and he looks forward to the 
continued partnership. 
 
“I have been honored over the last twenty years to have rucked up many mountains in Korea 
alongside ROK Special Forces during hot summers as well as in the snow and ice, to have 
jumped, shot, patrolled, and exercised together countless times,” Wendt said. “I look forward to 
our focused work together in the days ahead as we continue to increase our capabilities.” 
 
The commander of the United Nations Command/Combined Forces Command/United States 
Forces Command, Gen. James D. Thurman, recognized the contributions and service of Tolley 
and welcomed Wendt to Korea and the command.  
 
“As one great command team departs, another one arrives,” said Gen Thurman. “Brigadier 
General Wendt is no stranger to combined operations, and I can think of no one better qualified 
to meet the challenges ahead of us here.” 
 
Wendt most recently served in Afghanistan as the deputy commanding general Regional 
Command North, International Security Assistance Force, North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
and Operation Enduring Freedom.  Wendt has also served in Operation Enduring Freedom-
Philippines and Operation Iraqi Freedom (2 tours). Prior to Afghanistan, Wendt served in the 
Pentagon from 2009-2011 on the U.S. Office of the Secretary of Defense staff as the director for 
special operations policy and as the principal military assistant to the Secretary of Defense. 
 
Wendt is a native of Berkeley, Calif. and holds a bachelors degree in Law and Society from the 
University of California-Santa Barbara and a masters in National Security Affairs from the Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif. He has served on active duty since 1986.   
 
After nearly 30 years of Army service, Tolley will return to the United States and retire the 
beginning of next year.   
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