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NARRATI7% 

"TWIli-TUNhELS" 
3d Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment 

On 29 January 1951, a reconrsissance patrol consisting of Company A, 

23d US Infantry Regiment and elements of the 25th US Infantry Division was 

ambushed by a strong enemy force in the tunnels area northwest of SINCHON 

(grid 0S8244). Lt. General Edward Almond, X Corp Commander, directed the 

commanding general, 2d US Infantry Division to sent a combat patrol in 
1 

force to develop the enemy's positions and destroy him. 

On 30 January, the 23d US Infantry Regiment was given the mission of 

occupying the commanding terrain in the tunnels area and securing the vital 

road junction at CS837433. A secondary mission of finding and destroying 

the enemy in the area was also given the Regiment, and identification of 

enemy units in the area was also strongly desired for intelligence purposes. 

The tunrels area consists of two (2) high ridge lines running north 

and south with a small valley in between. It is through these high ridges 

that railroad tunnels have been constructed. The small valley is closed at 

the north by a small east-west ridge, and is completely encircled at the south 

by HILL 453 (CS829425). 

The 3d Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment, and the attached French 

Battalion were given the mission of clearing the tunnels area. 

At 0800, 31 January 1951, the attacking Battalions left the assembly area 

(vicinity of grid CS8333) on foot and moved up the valley approximately 6000 

yards to the line of departure. The French had a 1000 yard front to the left 

of the FIYONGGR'ON-CifIPTNiG-AI road, and the 3d Battalion was on the right 

side with a 2000 yard front. The weather was clear and cold, and several 
2 

inches of snow was on the ground. 

(The remainder of the narrative primarily concerns the ad Battalion, 23d 

US Infantry Regiment.) 

The 3d Battalion moved out on foot in a column of companies in the order 

of Companies X, I, and L, with the mission of "finding, fixing, and destroying 



the enemy." Company K screened the highest ground to the right of the road; 

Company I screened the lower ground from the base of the high ground to the 

road; and Company L was in Battalion resrve following behind Company I. 

Tanks from the Regimental Tank Oompany and several flak wagong from the 82d 

AAA Battalion proceeded the vehicular column (vehicles of the Battalion 

forward CP, the heavy weapons company, and organic vehicles of the French 

Battalion), paralleling the advance of the troops on the high ground on each 

side of the road. The Battalion rear CP, consisting of Battalion Headquarters (-), 

kedics, Kitchen trains, ammunition point, Battalion S4, and the Battalion motor 

pool, remained at the assembly area but later moved to the vicinity of 

CHISAN-LI (CS847413). The 37th Field Artillery was in position at CHISAN-AI 

and was supporting the advance of the attacking battalions. Company B, 23d 
3 

US Infantry Regiment, provided the security defense of the rear area. 

Company K screened the high ground on the right without enemy oontact but 

was foroed to hold on HILL 404 (CS854427) until the French Battalion came on 

line on the left. The French Battalion had extremely high ground--HILL 453 

(CS829425)--in its sector. The tanks and flak wagons on the road proceeded on 

to the road junction west of KUDUN (08842432), and Company I followed behind 

them. As Company I was passing Company K, Lt Charles Roberts, Company I 

Executive Officer, spotted two men, with field glasses, observing the 3d 

Battalion's advanoe from a high ridge 2000 yards to the rear. This was 

reported to the 3d Battalion CP, and an L-5 liasson plane was sent over; no 

further contact with the men was made. Company I oontinued on to KUDUN, 
4 

passing some abandoned GI equipment and empty ration cans south of the village. 

About 1300, Company I crossed the road junction and advanced up the high 

ground (vicinity of grid CS8343) leading to the north-south ridgelire. The 

slope was so steep (45°  angle) that in same places the men had to pull themselves 

up. The high ground in the twin-tunnels area was the only terrain adjacent 

to the road junction that could be defended effectively. When Company I reached 

the top, four hills were seen to the north along the ridgeline, and each one 

was higher than the other--"like a ladder." (See Sketoh 4--IIC). The hills 
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were approximately 300-500 yards high and were coverel with small pines about 

the height of a man's head. Thiok underbrush covered the slopes, and snow 

was on the ground, drifted in some places to 2-4 feet. The Company advanced 

northward up the ridgelire with the 2d platoon taking the first hill and 

holding while the 3d platoon took the next. On the second hill, five American 

bodies were found. Some were badly mangled as if beaten around the head with 

rifle butts; others were bandaged and looked as if they had put up a struggle 

before being shot; and one had been shot through the head at close range. 

The men were mostly Hawaiian or Porto Rican, but one had red hair. Some of 

the men in Company I were new men and had never seen a dead GI before and 

wanted to turn the bodies over. Lt Roberts kept them moving and told them 

that they were dead Koreans. One man remarked: "It's the first time I saw 

a red-headed Korean." 

The next two hills were taken without incident. HILL 333 (CS837450), 

the last hill and dominating terrain, was used as the Company I CP. The 

ridgeline then angled slightly to the left (northwest) and continued to a 

small saddle then up a small knob about 30 feet high. The knob sloped off 

to the north into a draw. The 2d platoon, Conr 	I, was given the mission 

of defending the knob; the 1st platoon dug in around the Company CP; and the 

3d platoon was or the right flank. One squad from the 3d platoon outposted 

a smell finger to the rear of the Company CP (See Sketch 3--IIC). Company I 
5 

arrived in position about 1630, and the men still were digging in after dark. 

In the meantime, Company L continued northward up the valley and about 

1430 reached the road junction where two squads were ordered to mount three 

tanks and go on an advance reconnaissance up the northwest road. The 

remainder of Company L proceeded up the northwest road on foot. Then the 

tank-infantry force,together with two flak wagons, reached a point where a 

ridgefinger extended near the right side of the road (CS828447 )1, the infantry 

squads dismounted and went to the high ground at CS828450. 

As Company L (-) approached the village of CHOWANG-NT (CP32447), it 

observe: the wreckage of 5 jeeps, one 3/4 ton, and five or six bodies. The 
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bodies had been stripped of their clothing and burned, and the vehicles had 

been machine-gunned and napalmed. Someone had shoveled snow on the bodies 

in an attempt to hide them. One Korean apprehended in the area said that he 

watched a North Korean force ambush the patrol. 

At 1700, Company L arrived at the tanks which remained on the road near 

the ridgefinger; the platoons were each assigned a section of the high ground; 

and the 2d and 3d platoons immediately moved out. The 1st platoon screened 

CHOWANG-NI and found 5 Korean men, dressed in dirty white clothes, in a bunker-

type dug-out to the rear of one of the huts. In the house later occupied as 

the Company CP, several Korean packs (quilted blankets used to carry clothes 

and rations) containing various items of Korean and GI clothing were found. 

As the lst platoon continued on to the high ground, Lt William Sanford spotted 

a German shepherd dog running northward on the ridge; and when the men finally 

reached the top, the dog was seen running northward up the valley to the north- 

west, never stopping or slackening at the houses. The men thought the animal 
6 

might have been carrying a message. 

The ridgefinger defended by Company L went up sharply from the road and 

gradually sloped ppward to the east for approximately 500 yards and then went 

into a saddle (50 yards) Whioh led to a high rocky peak (75 feet) near the 

north-south ridgiline. A saddle then extended to the south of the rocky peak 

along the north-south ridgeline. The 2d platoon, Company L, defended the ground 

nearest the road; the 1st platoon defended the rooky peak; and the 3d platoon 

defended the saddle on the north-south ridgeline (See Sketoh 1--IIE4). The 2d 

platoon, Company L tied in by fire with the French Battalion on the left side 

of the road (HILL 279 (CS821838)). Company L dug in after dark. 

The entire ridgefinger occupied by Company L was covered with heavy under-

brush and small pines about waist-high; several inches of snow covered the ground. 

The 3d platoon had a front of 600-700 yards to cover with 35 men; gaps of 50-100 

yards existed between the squads; and one squad had a 200 yard front to cover 

With 6 men. The let and 3d platoons, Company L, were unable to dig foxholes in 

the rocky shale, and it was also impossible to dig rocks from the frozen ground 



to make barricades. The 1st platoon, Company L. extended about 35 yards 

southward down the slope of the rocky hill towards the 3d platoon, but a 
7 

gap of 200 yards existed between the two. 

In the meantime, Com7_eny K remained on the high ground until the French 

Battalion came on line around 1630. It then moved to K7DUK wh-re the men ate 

supper while the platoon leaders with the Company Commander reconnoitered the 

valley to the northeast. When the men returned, Lt. Colonel Charles Kane, 3d 

Battalion Commander, ordered Company K to defend the high ground splitting 

the road junction (grid CS8343). Company K's sector extended from the right 

flank of Company I on Hill 333 southward to the road junction. The 1st 

platoon, Company K tied it Nith Company I, ari the 3d platoon was in the center 

of Company K's sector. The 2d platoon guarded near the road junction, and two 

of its squads acted as a security force for attached tanks guarding against 

a possible enemy attack from the northeast. (See Sketch 1--IID1). As 
8 

Company K was going into position, it passed the bodies noticed by Company I. 

The men in all the Companies were very uneasy and on edge. 'Me took the 

terrain too damn easy," one man said. Sgt James Jones, Company I, said that 

when Lt. Roberts svotted the two men on the way to the twin-tunnels area, a 

rumor started that an enemy company was on the high ground to the east. Shortly 

after dark, the men at Company I's CP spotted a small searchlight to the 

extreme left flank of the French Battalion on the left of the road. This was 

reported to the 3d Battalion CP by the Company. The men in the 3d platoon, 

Com=ary L, s:otted small lights--similiar to pencil flashlights or small tips 

of phosporous--flickering on and off on the high ground to the southeast. The 

range was too great for 8lirm mortar fire, and for some unknown reason artillery 

fire was not placed on the area. "le had a feeling we were going to get it," 

one man in Company L said. As the men in the 2d platoon, Company L, were digging 

in, 35-40 men were seen in th7 village of CH'OCHIONeNI (CS8254O3); and the 

2d platoon placed small arms and mortar fire on therm. Harrassing mortar and 
9 

artillery fire wet placed on the village all night. 

The night was extremely quiet other than the intermittent mortar end 
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artillery fire, and the men in the Companies were placed on a 50; 10 alert--

one man asleep in a foxhole while the other remained awake. At 2400-0100 

a bugle was heard to the northeast and another answered it to the east. 

However, there was no enemy attack. About 0200, smell arms fire was heard in 

the French sector on HILL 279 (CS821438) about 2000-3000 yards to the rear 

of Company L's, 3d Battalion, positions. Pfo Cecil side remarked that when 

the shooting started, he .  had diaharria but wouldn't leave his foxhole. "I 

just dropped my drawers and let it fly," he said. During the firefight, 

the French were heard yelling: "Banzai, Viva La France." Approximately 

15-20 flares were dropped in the French sector by the air force, and friendly 

artillery (37th FA Battalion)supported the French defense. Intermittent 
10 

fighting lasted throughout the night in the French sector. 

About 0315 bugles were again heard in the east, northeast, and northwest. 

The men were immediately placed on a 1001, alert. About 45 minutes later, 

men in the let platoon, Company K, heard movement near the railroad bridge 

in the valley to the northeast, and red and green flares were being sent up 
11 

from the high ground to the east. 

At 0420-0430, the enemy attacked the 3d Battalion from two and possibly 

three different directions. (See Map--IV A) An unestimated number of enemy 

opened fire with 51 caliber and 30 caliber machine guns on the tanks supporting 

Company K at KUDDIN. Approximately 20 minutes later, an enemy group of 75-100 

was seen by Company K on the high ground to the east (vicinity of grid CS8443), 

and artillery and 4.2 mortar fire was placed on him with undetermined results. 
with the enemy 

This was the only contact/Company K had with the exception of the let platoon 
12 	• 

which later assisted Company I. 

Simultaneously with the attack on Company K, a column of approximately 

500 enemy troops marched south from the general direction of CH'OCH'ON-NI 

and were spotted by a guard on the tanks end flak wagons near the 2d platoon, 

Company L. The tanks fired on the column, but it never broke formation. Some 

of the leading elements approached close enough to throw a grenade into one 

of the flak wagons, and the vehicles withdrew to the 3d Battalion CP at 

CH'OWANG-NI. The guards returned to the 2d platoon. Alvm the vehioles 
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withdrew, the enemy deployed and attacked the French to the left of the road, 

and placed small arms, automatic weapons and mortar fire on the 2d platoon, 

Company L. The enemy mortar position was later eilenced by counter-60mm 
13 

mortar fire. 

The enemy bi-passed the 2d platoon, Company L and went eastward up a 

draw leading to the north-south ridgeline (See Sketch 1--IIL3). An outpost 

of the 1st platoon, Company L saw approximately 500 enemy approaching the 

ridge on the double in a "column of dueces hub to hub." ;then the enemy failed 

to halt when challenged, the outpost guard fired a clip of BAR ammunition into 

his ranks but the enemy never faltered. Three other BARs in the platoon fired 

six or seven clips at the enemy but he never broke formation. Ile did return 

fire with automatic deacons but kept approaching the rocky hill held by the 1st 

platoon, Company L. Suddenly the enemy echeloned to the right around the hill, 

and the 1st platoon fired into his flank for 10-15 minutes; however, he never 

slackened nor Drake formation. An enemy soldier shouted a cammand, and several 

whistles and bugles started to blow (a tempo similiar to "Taps"or "Adjutant's 
14 

Call.") Firing as then heard in the 3d platoon's sector. 

The 3d platoon, Company L, had a 600-600 yard front to cover, and there 

were gaps of 50-100 yards between squads. The saddle defended by the 3d platoon 

had three little rises of ground (About 10-15 feet high),and in the center of the 

saddle, a ridgefinger extended in an eastward direction. The 4th squad coveeed 

the finger with a machine gun; the 3d squad was on its left; and the 2d was on 

the right. The 1st squad was to the kkght of the 2d squad, but a gap of 200 

yards existed between the two. The ridgefirger was outposted to the east about 

50 Bards with two ran, Pfo Philip Oakomoure and Cpl Alessandrino Buluran, with 

a BAL. (See Sketch 2-11E4). 

At about 0530 the men on the outpost were heard throwing hand grenades, 

and about 10 minutes later the men withdrew to the platoon and said "bunches 

of Chinks were coming up the hill." dome of the men in the 3d platoon evidently 

didn't know the men had returned and called: "Hey, Philip, what's wrong;" A 

voice called back in perfect Lnglish: *{es this is Philip." Nakomoura then 

said: "That's not me, I'm right here." 
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About 10 minutes later the 3d Platoon, Company L was hit from four 

. 	. directions by an enemy using small arms, automatic weapons, and grenades (See 

Sketch 2-11E4). The platoon sergeant tried to contact the Company ap for 

artillery support but was unable to reach it by phone. (SFC George F. Banmiert, 

Communications Sergeant, said Company L was trying to contact the 2d platoon 

at the time to see what was happening in its sector--the 2d platoon, Company L 

was receiving small arms automatic weapons, and mortar fire from a ridge-finger 

north of its positions.) The platoon sergeant, 3d platoon, then called for 

8Imm mortar fire but couldn't contact Company M by phone. He then tried 

Channel 37, Company M's fire channel, but got no answer. N,/Sgt Henry Bagley 

said that someone evidently was asleep. 

The 3d platoon's machine gun fired down the ridgefinger to the east for 

about 30 minutes, and Lt Malcolm Aldrich ordered the 3d squad behind the 4th 

to reinforce its fires. The 2d and 1st squads remained in place. The 

machine gun then ruptured a cartridge, and Lt Aldrich "lost his head." He 

ordered the two squads (3d and 4th) to withdraw to the reverse slope and to 

lay prone on the ground. He wouldn't let them get up. "The men showed 

outward signs of nervousness knowing the lieutenant was inexperienced," Bagley 

said. Aldrich and a sergeant then went to the top of the saddle and stood 

firing carbines at the enemy. A burp gun burst wounded the lieutenant in the 

leg and the sergeant in the stomach. The sergeant fell forward, but Aldrich 

ran a few steps to the rear and rolled down the slope about 15 feet. 

In the meantime, the enemy had infiltrated between the foxholes of the 

2d squad and was firing at the men on the reverse slope. (The enemy infiltrated 

unobserved in the heavy underbrush.) About 0630, someone yelled: "Let's 

get the fuck out of here." The men then fled to the rear abandoning two 

radios and yelled over to the 1st platoon: "Dont shoot, it's us the 3d 

platoon." Some of the men grabbed Lt Aldrich and assisted him down the hill. 

The 2d squad heard the men running to the rear and pulled out behind them. 

Because of the gap betweent he let and 2d squads and the fact that the enemy 

had infiltrated between them, the 1st squad withdrew through the 2d platoon, 

Cmmpany I. (See Sketch 2--IIE4). 
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As the 1st platoon, Company L, heard the men in the 3d platoon shouting, 

Lt David kook, 1st platoon leader allied the Company L CP and asked if the 3d 

platoon was still in position. Capt Cheater T Jackson, Company L CO, at the 

CP had a radioman contact the 3d platoon and received the answer that it was 

all right and was still in position. About 5 minutes later, Mock called again 

and said the 3d platoon was withdrawing to the rear. At the very same time, 

SFC Bemmert in the Company CP was talking to someone using the 3d platoon's 

abandoned radio. "It was a normal voice speaking excellent English, and he 

said: 'No, we're still in position.' They were using our Company call signs, 

too,* Baemert said. 

At about 0700, the 3d platoon, Company L reached a trail which led to 

the rear of the Company CP: and as the men were stumbling and half-running 

down the trail and were about 200 yards from the CP, a voice with a French 

accent called outs "American?" AA the men in the platoon tried to explain 

who they were, Aldrich struggled to his feet and started running toward the 

Company CP. He called back to the men: "Boys, I may be hit but you can see 
15 

what I can do." 

When the 3d platoon, Company L disintegrated, the enemy attacked the 1st 

platoono iCompany L, on the right of the saddle, forcing it to withdraw to the 

2d platoon's, Company L, sector. There the enemy seas halted. The enemy, however, 

switohed his main attack on Company I. When the 3d Battalion CP (near 

CH'ONANG^-MI) learned that the 3d platoon had given away, the supporting tanks 

trained their weapons at the drag. Evidently this discouraged the enemy from 

attacking down the draw. 

(The remainder of the narrative primarily concerns the 2d platoon, Company I.) 

The 2d platoon, Company I occupied a small knoll northwest of the Company 

I CP. The knoll was separated from the rest of the high ground to the south by 

a small saddle, and it was 30 feet from the bagi of the saddle to the top of 

the knoll. On top of the small hill, it measured about 50-76 feet across and 

sloped abruptly to the left rear into a draw. Another abrupt draw was to the 
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right rear, and a little finger extended to the northeast. To the north of 

the knoll, the ground sloped into a saddle approximately 800 yards long 

(extending in a northward direction--defended by the 3d platoon, Company L) and 

then went up to a hill which dominated the knoll. The knoll and the hill to 

the front were covered with thick underbrush and pines ranging from waist-high 

to head-high. Some of the trees were two and three feet apart. The ground 

was covered with 2 or 3 inches of snow. 

The 1st squad, 2d platoon covered the left side of the knoll and had 2 

BARs guarding the draw to the left rear. The 3d and 4th squads protected to 

the north and had a machine gun strong-point. The 2d squad covered the right 

slope and had one BAR covering the small finger, and two others guarding the 

draw to the southeast. Most of the men had poor fields of fire due to the 

heavy underbrush and had to break branches from the pines in order to see. 

(See 8ketoh 1--IIC). 

At 0430, a bugle blew directly in front of Company I's CP, and another 

blew directly west of the 2d platoon. Sgt Teeter Rampandahl, 2d platoon guide 

ran over to the 2d squad and warned them to prepare for an attack up the 

draw to the right rear (SEE Sketoh 2--IIC). Rampandahl then went t o check on 

the other squads. Just then Company L was attacked in the draw to the north 

of the knoll; and at about 0545, a squad from the 3d platoon, Company L came 

through the 2d platoon's, Campany I positions and past on south. At the acme 

time a squad from the 3d platoon, Company I, or the finger to the rear of the 

Company CP started to receive small arms and rifle grenade fire; it was thought 

that it was overhead fire from Company L's sector falling on the position. 

Some short 81mm mortar rounds fell near the finger. 

About 0600, the 3d and 4ths quads, 2d platoon, started receiving small arms 

and automatic weapons fire from the hill to the north. It was light enough to 

see down the saddle a short way, but a heavy mist prevented good observation. 

M/Se Junior Crayton, 4th squad leader, said he could hear Americans and Chinese 

yelling and shouting in the saddle. When the fog intermittently dispersed, the 

men in the 3d and 4th squads sow .  the Chinese coming over the hill (through 

Company L's position) in "droves." Crayton said, "They were in a column of 
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dueces hub to hub." Sgt Teeter Rampandahl immediately reinforced the 3d and 

4th squads with one man out of each of the 2d squad's foxholes (the men were 

occupying two-man foxholes). During this time, the 3d and 4th squads were 

firing small arms and the machine gun on the enemy on the hill to the north. 

Not maw were actually seen, but the pines could be seen moving "all over the 

hill," and branohes could be heard cracking. Crayton was with the gunner at 

the time (See Sketch 1--IIC), and both were so intent on watching and firing 

on the hill to the front that they didn't see the enemy crawling up the slope 

of the knob towards them. ','then the bushes started rattling below, they tried 

to place machine gun fire on it, but the firing pin broke. Rampaniahl came up 

and said that he would get another, but he never came back. Crayton and the 

gunner had a rifle and a .45 pistol with them and continued firing at the enemy. 

Both were wounded by enemy small arms fire within a few minutes but joked about 

who would go to Japan first with his wounds. After 10 minutes, Crayton realized 

that Rampandahl wasn't coming back end yelled to the riflemen on each side to 

cover them while they withdrew (short on ammunition), but he received no answer. 

The two men then got out of the foxhole and ran to the reverse slope. 

Prior to this the 3d squad leader, Cpl Robert E Logan, was killed by small 

arms fire. When the men saw Logan fall, they fled to the 2d squad's positions 

about 35-40 yards to the rear on the reverse slope. (When the fighting started 

some of the enemy infiltrated around the base of the knoll and started attacking 

the lst squad. The squad leader shifted his men f rom the reverse slope around 

to the west to meet the enemy attack. The 2d squad then shifted to cover the 

reverse slope. From the 2d squad's positions just below the crest-line on the 

reverse slope, the men could see the hill to the north. "The enemy was so thick 

on that hill that the trees were actually shaking," said Sgt James Jones. (See 

Sketch 2--IIC)) When the men from the 3d squad and the replacements from the 2d 

squad came over the hill, Ramoandahl and Jones threatened them with rifles and 

told them to go back and protect the mounded. 3 or 4 men were laying near their 

holes, moaning and screaming. It took about 5-10 minutes to get the men organized, 

and in the meantime the enemy had reached the top of the knoll. The three squads 

then remained together and actually sprayed the top of the hill with smalls rms 



end BAR fire. The men saw Crsytor and the gunner running toward them and held 

fire for a minute. One of the men yelled: "They'll use the machine gun on us." 

Crayton replied, "Oh, no, they won't. The firing pin's busted." 

As the men were standing there firing over the underbrush, Lt Thomas Craig, 

let platoon leader, came around the knoll from the right on the reverse slope. 

A rifleman, mistaking him for an enemy soldier, opened fire. Jones grabbed 

his rifle and said: "If you can't see, get the hell off the hill. You'll kill 

some of our own men." One of the Chinese which reached the top of the hill 

started to slide into a foxhole. (The men in the three squads were out of their INiu 

foxholes shifting around to avoid concussion grenades which the enemy was 

lobbing over the forward slope) A rifleman hollered: "Don't shoot him, it's 

a GI." Sgt Hubert Lee yelled: "GI, hell," and shot him through the head three 

times--"to make sure he was dead." The dead enemy soldier had a brown quilted 

uniform and a GI pile hat. Because of grenade fire, the friendly foroes 

withdrew five feet further downthe reverse slope. 

The 1st squad, Company I, never left its positions and kept firing at 

the enemy which attempted to infiltrate up the hill and the draw to the left. 

At 0900 it was reinforced by 2 squads from the 1st platoon, Company I, and 

together they set up a small perimeter. A machine gun was placed facing the 

crest of the knoll to prevent the enemy from attacking down the slope toward 

them. #ire was also placed on the crest to protect the wounded which lay 

where they fell and gave covering fire to t he 2d squad. (See Sketch 2--IIC) 

The Chinese had seen the men on the reverse slope and knew where to 

throw his grerades. Every time he threw one, he yelled: "OK, Joe." The 

men were "damn mad" and "didn't want the Chinks to have the satisfaction of 

running us off the top" and wanted to barsai them back off. "It was suicide 

standing there with the grenades (a potato-masher type concussion grenade) 

coming down on us, "Jones said. However, Lt Craig said to hold for a few 

minutes beoause mortar fire was coming. The 81mm mortar forward observer 

would not come close enough to the knoll to observe fire; and when he did, 

he called for one round of white phosporous which landed in the Company P. 

Lt. Charles Roberts told him not to call for anymore. 
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SECRET 
At 1015, the men in the three squeds charged up the slope about 10 feet, 

firing from the hip. The enemy grenades "sailed" over their heads and landed 

to the rear where they had been before. By laying down a steady barrage of 

small arms and BAR fire, the seamy was forced to withdraw to the forward slope. 

Shen the men reached the crest, small arms and automatic weapons fire was 

received from the hill to the front, and from the little finger which exteeded 

to the right off the knoll. (SEE Sketch 2--IIC) About 1030, the men started 

running low on ammunition; and the enemy, noticing the slackening fire, fixed 

bayonets and charged the top. The squads withdrew to the reverse slope again. 

Rifle ammunition was sent up to the squads, but it was loaded in .03 clips 

which necessitated reloading into !A. clips. The Comoeny was completley out of 

carbine ammunition, and the ammunition bearers carried the weapons back to the 

Company CP where they were stacked. The men picked up rifles from the wounded 

and continued fighting. 

Same Chinese infiltrated to the draw to the left rear and placed automatic 

weapons fire or the men on the reverse slope. The men or the slope could not 

see him, but a machine gun burst from the 1st squad silenced him. Someone 

(possibly an enemy) could be heard calling, !Medic." The medical NCO, "who 

fought with the rest of us," wanted to go down but was restrained by Sgt 

Hubert Lee. 

At 1045 Lt Craig appeared with a squad of riflemen from Compary K. The 

squad had 2 Bias, and each men had two grenades. Craig ordered them to distribute 

the grenades so that each man would have one. He then told all the men to fix 

bayonets; everyother ran to throw a grenade; and to charge the crest. The other 

men were then to throw their grenades. .!Towever, most of the men threw their 

grenades the first time; and when they reached the top, met heavy small arms 

fire from the hill to the front and from the forwaeg slope of the knoll. (Some 

of the men staid that the order was rot practical--that the range was too great 

and the underbrush too thick to throw grenades. They thought they should have 
16 

waited until they reached the top of the crest before throwing them.) 	Some 

of the enemy were seen taking the 4th squad's old positions and fire was placed 

on them. Sgt Jones remarked: "I wasn't scared right thee and killed several 
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gooks with my rifle; then I caught a slug in my leg and got scared as hell. 

Then I knew they were playing for keeps." The men had to stand to fire ov , r 

the underbrush, and two or three were mounded by enemy automatic weapons fire 

coming in about 2 or 3 inches off the ground. At 1110 (Sgt Jonew was wounded 

at the time), ammunition again ran low and the men withdrew to the reverse 

slope, firing only at the enemy as he a veared on the skyline. 

About 1130 the men were reinforced with two more squads from Company K. 

The men formed a clime skirmish line and charged to the top again, forcing 

the enemy to withdraw to the forward slope. While on top, 5 or 6 were hit by 

effective sniper fire which seemed to be coming from a group of trees in the 

draw about 300 yards to the left front (See Sketch 2--IIC). This sniper also 

wounded several men in the 1st squad which still remained in position. Finally 

the sniper was located and killed with a BAR burst. After 20 minutes, the men 

were again forced to withdraw tp the rear slope because of a shortage of ammuni-

tion. They were resupplied on the reverse slope. Mortar fire was not used 

again because of the close proximity of the ftiendIy troops to the enemy. 

At noon, approximately 25 rounds of friendly artillery landed beyond the 

hill to the north. The day was very misty and foggy and observation was poor. 

Artillery was called for and received three time during the course of the 

battle, but the fire•was very ineffective. 

At 1300, onthe third charge up the slope of the knoll, some men from 

Company M brought up a water-cooled machine gun and 1Hft it near the crest to 

the rear of the 1st squad. (The machine gunner was killed--this information 

was furnished by an ammunition carrier from Campany M.) Sgt Richard Bass, 

Company K, whose weapon had been destroyed by small arms fire, manned the 

machine gun and raked the top, shifting the gun whenever men called for close 

fire support. During the entire time he was firing, he griped about not having 

enough pipe tobacco. Finally he was given some more and sat behind the gun 

"smoking up a storm." The water-000led machine gun. was hit by a burst of enemy 

burp gun fire which also stunned Bass. Amen in the 2d squad covered him with 

BAR fire while he crawled to safety behind the reverse slope. Again the men 

were forced to withdraw. 
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Two core tires the men retoo) ,.. the knoll (fiv• times in all) but were 

forced to withdraw each time when ammunition ran low. About 1630-1700, the 

men again formed a skirmish line, went to the top, and forced the enemy to 

withdraw. The men continued towards the forward slope for about 10 yards 

and saw many enemy and friendly dead. By this time the 2d platoon had lost 

28 out of 38 men, but the remaining men were determined to stay and proteot 

the wounded. Ammunitior was so low that the men were searching the ground 

for loose rounds; some fixed bayonets. -enemy soldiers were seen jumping 

from tree to tree with straplings tied to their backs and waists as camoflege. 

Just then, a liasson plane circled overhead (the mist had lifted and the 

sky was clearing); someone yelled over the firing, "Air support's coming, 

and it's going to be close." During the night an air panel had been placed 

on the forward slope of the knob near the top; and after the fighting started, 

it was so located as to be between the Chinese and the 2d platoon, Company I. 

The enemy evidently knew en airstrike was coming when he me the liasson plane, 

for he lobbed many more grenades up the slope and attempted to crawl up to 

seize the panel. However, the men kept him away with small arms fire. 

The plane circled low over the panel and fired a yellow flare (used to 

indicate a target to fighter planes) which landed in the middle of the panel 

about 25 yards in front of where the men were fighting. During this time, 

four jets were circling overhead; and as soon as the liasson plane departed, 

they came in and strafed the ridgelire to the north. On the second pass, they 

strafed again; and on the third run, rocketed the valley to the northeast and 

the ridgelire to the north. Four Navy Corsairs then came over and strafed 

"every inch of the ground to the front," flying approximately 50 feet off the 

ground. The enemy broke and fled to the north, witht he remaining men in the 

2d platoon firing after him. After a few minutes all firing ceased. "I was 

not ashamed to admit tears were in my eyes when I saw those planes,"Sgt Bass 

said. 

The only enemy contact the 3d platoon, Company I had, was when the squad 

on the small finger to the rear of the Company CP received ineffective small 

arms fire. The 1st and 2d squads of the 1st platoon, Company I, fought with 

the 2d platoon; the 3d and 4th squads received effective sniper fire which 
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caused several casualties. When the enemy sniper was killed in the saddle by 
17 

the 2d platoon, Company I, the 3de nd 4th squads stopped receiving enemy fire. 

After the action ceased, it was found that Company I had expended 23,000 
lg 

rounds of small arms ammunition killing an estimated 637 Chinese (ccF). 

During the day, the 2d platoon, Company L, supported the French Battalion 

on the left of the road with 57mm Recoilless Rifle fire. The men saw the 

Chinese bantaiing up the hill, but the French waited until the enemy reached 

their foxholes then chased him down the hill with fixed bayonets. 

Shortly after the airstrike, the 1st platoon, Company L was given the 

mission of securing a little finger to its rear from which it ga been receiving 

enemy small arms and automatic weapons fire. After artillery and 4.2 mortar 

fire was placed on it, the let platoon took it without opposition. Compamy C, 

23d US Infantry Regiment relieved Company L, and Company L passed through 
19 

Company I and retook its original positions which had been lost in the morning. 

(See Sketch 3-11E4). 

After the firing ceased in the 3d Battalion sector, the dead and wounded 

were evacuated, and all enemy and friendly equipment was collected. The 3d 

Battalion shifted to the right into a much tighter perimeter, and the 1st 

Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment, tied in on the left on the ground formerly 

occupied by Company L, 23d US Infantry Regiment. 

OHN MBA 
Lit Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview 

Person Interviewed 

Time/Place of Interview t 

After-Action 

Major James E. Stacy, 0-63285, Executive Officer, 
3d Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d US 
Infantry Division 

17 May 1951, Hongchon, Korea 

Map Used 
	 : IP'O-RI 	Sheet 6726 III 	1:50000 

Interviewing Officer 	: 1st Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment(EUSAK) 

Assistant 
	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Det., (EUSAK) 

On 29 January 1951, the 3d Battalion moved to the vicinity of CS8334, 

and on 31 January was given the mission of"finding, fixing, and destroying 

the enemy" in the twin tunnels area. A patrol, consisting of elements of 

the lst Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division, and the 

24th US Infantry Division, had been ambushed two days before near a railroad 

underpass (grid CS8244) in the twin tunnels area. The 1st Battalion, 23d US 

Infantry Regiment, was securing the bridge at YOJU (grid CS7928). Arrange-

ments were made on 30 January with the 24th US Infantry Division to evacuate 

kw wounded to the 24th Division's Collecting Point at YOJU. The 1st 

Battalion was to furnish the necessary transportation. 

The 3d Battalion left its assembly area for the line of departure 

(vicinity of CHISAN-NI (CS847413)) at 0700, 31 January in a column of companies 

K, L, and L, and reached th4 LD at 0900. One platoon of 4.2 mortars from the 

Heavy Mortar Company, 23d US Infantry Regiment, and one platoon of tanks from 

the Heavy Tank Company, 23d US Infantry Regiment, was attached to the 3d 

Battalion. The Battalion forward Command Post moved withthe Rifle Companies; 

and the Battalion trains, consisting of Battalion Headquarters (-), Medics, 

Kitchen Trains, Ammunition Point, Battalion S4, and the Battalion Motor Pool, 

remained at the assembly area. Major Stacy was in charge of the 3d Battalion 

rear CP. 

The 3d Battalion moved to the right of the MSR (rfONGCHON-CHIPYONG-NI 

road) ascreening the high ground; the French Battalion moved up the right side 

of the road. The two battalions moved into the twin-tunnels area without enemy 

contact. The 3d Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment forward CP was located 

near the underpass at CS828440. Campany I secured HILL 333 (CS837450) and 

Company K tied in on the high ground to the right and rear of Company I. 

-1- 



Company L was to the north and west of Company I (see Yap Overlay). The 

Battalion trains later moved into an area near CHISAN*I'I adjacent to the 

37th US Field Artillery which was supporting the advance. Company B, 1st 

Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment, formed a perimeter defense around the 

3d Battalion trains and the Artillery. 

Around 0430, 1 February, Major Stacy was awakened by small arms and 

machine gun fire from the high ground in the French Sector (HILL 649(CS813425)) 

to HILL 295 (CS822403). He immediately called the 3d Battalion forward CP 

and was told that Company I was under a heavy enemy attack. (The following 

information was furnished to Major Stacy by wounded men and the Fire Control 

Center of the 37th Field Artillery Battalion). 

Lt Malcolm Aldrich was wounded and was brought to the Battalion rear at 

daybreak. He informed Major Stacy that his platoon was the right flank 

platoon of Company L, and the enemy came over a trail (CS838454) and hit his 

platoon on a little nose which formed the junction between Companies L and I. 

After the Lieutenant was wounded, the platoon withdrew to alternate postions 

on the rear slope, andt his exposed Company I's left flank. The enemy tried 

to drive through this gap. About this time, one gun from each Battery Of the 

37th FA Battalion fired point-blank at approximately 15-20 enemy on the slopes 

of HILL 404 (CS850425) northeast of CHISAN-NI. 

At 0800, the Battalion forward CP called for additional ammunition and 

the P & A Platoon which were sent forward on trucks. The wounded were 

evacuated to YOJU on ai ton trucks. Major Stacy learned from a radio message 

that the enemy had formed a road block to the rear of the Battalion. Major 

Sammy Radow, 1st Battalion S3, 23d US Infantry Regiment, later told Major Stacy 

that Company A, 23d US Infantry Regiment had cleared out the road block which 

consisted of a platoon of enemy soldiers. 

A platoon sergeant from Company I told the Major that his Company was 

forced to withdraw from the high ground when ammunition supplies became 

exhausted. For five time, Company I would resupply, fix bayonets, and retake 

the hill. Each time the ammunition would be exhausted, and the Company would 

have to withdraw. Company K was attacked by an estimated enemy company from 

the vicinity of the railroad at grid GS8443. Company L had small attacks from 

the northwest down the MSR. The firefight Broke off about 1500 after two 
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friendly airstrikes on the enemy. 

It wasn't until the elation was terminated that the enemy was 

definitely proven to be Chinese. 

The 3d Battalion suffered 76 casualties during the engagement. 

CASUAITI BREAKDOWN AS OF 1 FEBRUARY 1951 

ORGAJIZATIOh *IA KIA MISSING TOTAL 

Headquarters Company 0 0 0 0 

Company I 30 10 0 40 

Company K 8 0 0 8 

Campany L 15 1 24 

Company kl 3 1 4 

TOTAL 56 19 

41■111•11M 

1 76 

JOHN MEWHA 
let Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview 	After-Action 

Person Interviewed : Captain Edward W. 4elch, 0-1284254, Headquarters 
Company, 3d Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d 
US Infantry Division 

Time/Place of Interview: 17 May 1951, Hong-chon, Korea 

Maps Used 	 Sheet 6726 III 	1:50000 

Interviewing Officer : 1st Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment (EUSAK) 

Assistant 	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Det., (EUSAK) 

At the time of the action, Captain Melch was the 3d Battalion Motor 

Cfficer. 

About noon, 30 January 1951, the 3d Battalion trains, together with the 

French Battalion trains, moved into an assembly area at CHISAN-NI (CS847413), 

the vehicles closed into the area at 1430 hours. Company B, 23d US Infantry 

Regiment, provided security for the area and for the 37th Field Artillery 

Battalion which was adjacent. Company B was dispersed on the HILL (C5847417) 

north of CHISAN-0, and to the east (CS853413). 

Between the hours of 0800-1000, Company B reported an estimated enemy 

platoon moving into a draw at OS853418. 60mm mortar fire was placed on the 

enemy causing him to disperse. 

JOHN YEA HA 
1st Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview 	: After-Action 

Person Interviewed 	: U/Sgt Vero F. Avery, RA20907582, Platoon Leader, 
P & A Platoon, 3d Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, 
2d US Infantry Division 

Time/Place of Interview: 17 May 1951, 	Hong-Chon, Korea 

Yaps USED 	 IP'O-RI 	Sheet 6726 III 
	

1:50000 

Interviewing Officer : .let Lt John IEewha, 8th Historical Detachment (EUSAK) 

Assistant 	 : Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Det., (BUSAK) 

The morning the line companies in the 3d Battalion made enemy contact 

Sgt Avery was at the Battalion rear CP at CHISAN-NI (CS847413). 

About 0800, Major Newill, 3d Battalion S-3, called Major Stacy, 3d 

Battalion Executive Officer, ari said that ammunition was running low in 

the line companies. He requested that the remainder of the ammunition (one 

- truck) and the P & A Platoon be sent forward to be used as ammunition carriers 

and litter bearers. 

The truck and men moved out immediately. On the way to the Battalion 

forward a, Company K was contacted on the high ground at CS836433, and they 

requested more ammunition. After resupplying Company K, the men continued 

to the Battalion CP Mach was located at CS833435. Small arms fire was 

coming down the valley fry the French sector (grid CS8243), and a firefight 

could be heard in Companies I and L's sector. The firing lasted until dark. 

No actual enemy contact was made by the P A Flatoon. 

c),Pp„,1144,Z,_ 

JOHN MEJHA 
1st Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview: 	After-Action 

Persons Interviewed: Company I, 23d US Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Div. 
1st Lt. -Merles H. Roberts, 02262263, Executive Officer 
Home Address: Foster, Missouri. 
Cpl Anthony Durante, ER13284509, 1st platoon 
Home Address: 1831 Newkirk St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Cpl Robert C. Whitton, RAl2283389, let platoon 
Home Address: RD 2, Lisbon, New York. 
Cpl Charles Y. Robinson, RA14364337, lst platoon. 
Home Address: Long Island, North Carolina. 
Cpl Arland A. Lottmann, RA17275170, 2d platoon 
Home Address: Beaufort, Missouri. 
SFC James E. Jones, ER14146783, 2d platoon 
Home Address: 1916 S. Front St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
W/Sgt Junior Crayton, ER35748916, 2d platoon 
Home Address: Box 181, Shinnston, West Virginia. 
Cpl Major R. Ramey, RA14369115, 3d Platoon 
Home Address: Mountain Rest, South Carolina. 
co Anthony T. Hardson, RA19364560, 3d platoon 
Home Address: 743 W. 12th St., Pomona, California. 
Pfo Charles R. McCullough, RA19253610, 3d platoon 
Home Address: 1112 Tilmus St., Cooley Dam, "-Vashington. 
Cpl Charles B. Ellis, RA17280234, 4th platoon 
Home Address: 3255A Pennsylvania, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Cpl Alfred G. Adler, RA17280057, 4th platoon 
Home Address: 3448 Indiana, St. Louis, Missouri. 
PM Cecil 'Hide, ER17050130, 4th platoon 
Home Address : 118 6th St., Two Harbors, Minnesota. 

Or 31 January, at 0800, the 3d Rattalior left its assembly area in the 

vicinity of grid CS8333 in a column of com7snies, with the mission of securing 

the vital road junction (C8837433) at KUDUN. Company K screened the highest 

ground to the right of the F!ONGCHOli-CRIPYONG-MI road, and Company I followed 

the rice paddies on the lower ground. Company L was in Battalion reserve and 

followed behind. The French Battalion screened the ground to the left of the 

road. The weather was clear and cold, and several inches of snow was on the 

ground. 

Company K took two small ridges to the right and 11.31.d until the French 

Battalion on the left came on lire (The French had an extremely high hill in 

its line of approach). Three tanks on the road parallele] the advance of the 

French and Company K; and when Company K halted, the tanks continued northward. 

Company I then passed the ground occupied by Company K and continued on to the 

villa r;e1 of MON (CS842432). During the advance, Lt. Charles Roberts spotted 

two men, with field glasses] observirg the advance of the 3d Battalion from a 

high ridge 2000 yards to the right rear. He reported this to the Battalion CP 

and an L-5 Liasson plane was sent over; no further report was heard on then. 
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However, when the men in the Company heard about it, a rumor spread around that 

an enemy Company was on the high ground. No one knew how the rumor started. 

Two days prior to this advence, a patrol from Company A, nd US Infantry 

Regiment and the 25th US Infantry Division was ambushed in the twin-tunnels 

area, and Company I observed abandoned GI equipment and empty ration oans prior 

to entering KUDUN. Upon reaching the village, the 4th platoon deployed its 

mortars behind a bank on the south side of the road adj•Icent to the road junction. 

the three tanks were also in support by the road. Company I then crossed the 

road and advanoed up the steep ground (45 °  angle) which split the road junction. 

In some plaoes the men had to pull themselves up the slope. The high ground in 

the twin-tunnels area was the only terrain adjacent to the road junction that 

could be defended effectively. 

When Company I reached the top, four hills were seen to the north along the 

ridgeline, and each one was higher than the other--"like a ladder." (See Sketoh 4) 

The hills were approximately 300-500 yell high and were oovered with small pines 

about the height of a man's head. Thick underbrush covered the slopes. Snow 

was on the ground and had drifted (2-4 feet) in some plaoes. 

The Company advanced northward up the ridgeline, and the 2d platoon took the 

first hill and held while the 3d platoon took the next. On the second hill, five 

Amerioan bodies were found. Some were badly mangled as if beaten around the head 

with rifle butte before being shot; others were bandaged and looked as if they had 

put up a struggle; and one had been shot through the head at close range. The 

Company had new men, end some had never seen a dead person before, and wanted to 

turn the bodies over. Lt. Charles Roberts, 3d platoon leader, kept them moving. 

The next two hills were taken without incident. HILL 333 (08837450), the 

last hill and dominating terrain, was used as the Company CP. The ridgeline 

then angled slightly to the left *northwest) and continued to a small saddle 

then up a small knob about 30 feet high. The knob sloped off to the north into 

a draw. The 2d platoon, Company I, was given the mission of defending the knob. 

The let platoon dug 16 around the Company CP, and the 3d platoon was on the right 

flank. One squad from the 3d platoon outposted a small finger to the rear of the 

Company CP. (See Sketoh 3) 
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AA the Company was digging in, a small searchlight mass potted by the men 

at the Company CP, approximately two or three miles to the extreme left flank 

of the French Battalion which was on the left of the MSR. This was reported 

to the 3d Battalion CP. By 1800, the Company's defensive positions were 

organized, but the platoons could not see each other because of the nature of 

the terrain and the underbrush. However, radio and telephone communication was 

established between the platoons. The Company was planed on a 50% alert for the 

nigh♦--one man awake while the other slept in the foxhole. The men were uneasy 

and expected an attack. "The rumor that :started when Lt. Roberts spotted the 

two gooks kept us on edge," said Sgt James Jones. 

About 0200, small arms fire was heard in the French sector about 2000-3000 

yards to the rear of Company I's positions on HILL 279 (C$821438) on the left 

of the XSR. The Company was immediately placed on a 100% alert. Pfc Ceoil 

Bide remarked that when the shooting started, he had diaharria but wouldn't 

leave his foxhole. "I just dropped my drawers and let it fly," he said. 

During the firefight, the French were heard yelling: "Banzai, Viva La France." 

Approximately 15-20 flares were dropped in the French sector by the air force 

(the men heard the planes), and friendly artillery (37th FA Battalion) supported 

the French defense. Intermittent fighting lasted throughout the night in the 

French sector. 

(The remainder of the interview primarily concerns the 2d platoon, Company I) 

The 2d platoon occupied a small knoll northwest of the Company CP. The 

knoll was separated from the rest of the high ground by a small saddle, and it 

was 30 feet from the base of the saddle to the top of the knoll. On top of the 

small hill, it measured about 50-75 feet across and sloped abruptly to the left 

rear into a draw. Another abrupt draw was to the right rear, and a little finger 

extended to the northeast. To the north of the knoll, the ground sloped into a 

saddle approximately 800 yards long (extending in a northward direction) and then 

went up to a hill which dominated the knoll. The knoll and the hillt o the front 

were covered with thick underbrush and pines ranging from waist-high to head-high. 

Some of the trees were two and three feet apart. The ground was covered with 

2 or 3 inches of snow. 
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The 1st squid, 2d platoon covered the left side of the knoll and had 

2 BARB guarding the draw. The 3d and 4th squads proteoted to the north and 

had a machine gun strong-point. The 2d squad covered the right slope and had 

one BAR covering the small finger, and two others guarding the draw to the 

southeast. Most of the men had poor fields of fire due to the heavy underbrush, 

and the sergeants had them break branches from the pines in order to see better. 

(See Sketch 1) . 

At 0430, a bugle blew directly in front of the Company ap, and another 

blew directly to the west of the 2d platoon. Sgt Teeter Rampendahl, 2d platoon 

guide, ran over to the 2d squed and warned them to prepare for an attack up the 

draw to the squad's front. (See Sketch 2) Rampandahl then went to check on the 

other squads. Just then Company L was attacked in the draw to the north of the 

hill, and at about 0600, a squad from the 3d platoon, Campany L, came through 

the 2d platoon's positions and past on to the south. At the same time the squad 

from the 3d platoon, Company I, on the finger to the rear of the Company cm was 

receiving samall arms and rifle grenade fire; it was thought that it was overhead 

fire From Company L's sector falling on the position. Some short 81mm mortar 

rounds fell near the finger. 

About 0600, the 3d and 4th squads of the 2d platoon started receiving small 

arms and automatic weapons fire from the hill to the north. It was light enough 

to see down into the saddle a short way, but a heavy mist prevented good observation. 

M/Sgt Junior Crayton, 4th squad leader, said he could hear Americans and Chinese 

yelling and shouting in the saddle. When the fog intermittently dispersed, the 

men in the 3d and 4th squads saw the Chinese coming over the hill (through 

Company L8s position) in "droves." One man said, "they were in a column of dueoes 

hub to hub." Sgt Teeter Rampandahl immediately went and got one man from each 

foxhole in the 2d squad (the men were occupying two-man foxholes) and had them 

reinforce the 3d and 4th squads. During this time, the two squads were placing 

=all arms and machine gun fire on the enemy on the hill. Not many were actually 

seen, but the pines could be seen moving "all over the hill" and branches could 

be heard cracking. Crayton was with the gunner at the time (See Sketbh 1), and 



both men were so intent on watching and firing on the hill to the front that 

they didn't see the enemy crawling up the slope of the knob towards them. 

When they heard the bushes rattling below, they ttied to put machine gun fire on 

them, but the firing pin broke. Rempandahl came up and told the men that he 

would get another, but he never came back. Crayton and the gunner had a rifle 

and.45 pistol with them and continued firing at the enemy. Both were mwounded 

by small arms fire within a few minutes but continued firing at the enemy. At 

the time, both were joking about who would go to Japan first with his wounds. 

After 10 minutes, Crayton realized that Rampendahl wasn't coming back and called 

to the riflemen on each side to cover them while they withdrew, but he received 

no answer. The men then got out of the foxhole and ran to the reverse slops. 

Prior to this, the 3d squad leader, Cpl Robert E. Logan was killed by small 

arms fire. When the men saw Logan fall, they fled to the 2d squad's positions 

about 35-40 yards to the rear on the reverse slope. (When the fighting started 

some of the enemy infiltrated around the base of the knoll and started attacking 

the 1st squad. The squad leader shifted his men from the reverse slope around to 

the east to meet the enemy attack. The 2d squad than shifted some men to cover 

the reverse slop.. From the 2d squad's positions just below the crest-line on 

the reverse slope, the men could see the hill to the north of the knoll. "The 

enemy was so thick on that hill that the trees were actually shaking," said Sgt 

James Jones. (See Sketch 2)). When the men from the 3d squad and the replacements 

from the 2d squad came over the hill, Rampandahl and Jones threatened them with 

rifles and told them to beck and protect the wounded. 3 or 4 men were laying 

near their holes, moaning and screaming. It took about 5-10 minutes to get the 

men organized, and in the meantime the enemy had reached the top of the knoll. 

The three squads then remained together and actually !prayed the top of the hill 

with Small arms and BAR fire. The men saw Crayton and the gunner running toward 

them and held fire for a minute. One of the men yelled: "They'll use the gun on 

us. " Crayton hollered back: "Oh no they won't. The firing oin's busted." 

As the men were standing there firing over the underbrush, Lt Thomas Craig, 

let platoon leader came around the knoll from the right. A rifleman, mistaking 

him for an enemy soldier, opened fire. Jones grabbed the rifle and said: "If 
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you can't see, get the hell off the hill. You'll kill some of our own men." 

One of the Chinese which reached the top of the hill started to slide into a 

foxhole. The men in the 2d,3d, and 4th squads were out of their foxholet, shifting 

around to avoid concussion grenades whioh the enemy was lobbing over the forward 

slope. A rifleman hollered: "Don't shoot him. It's a GI." Sgt Hubert Lee 

yelled: "GI, hell," and shot him through the head three times--"to make sure 

he was dead." The dead enemy soldier had on a quilted uniform and a GI pile 

hat. Because of the grenade fire, the friendly forces withirew down the reverse 

slope about five feet. 

The 1st squad never left its positions and kept firing at the enemy which 

tried to infiltrate up the hill and the draw to the left. At 0900, it was 

reinforced by 2 squads from the 1st platoon, Company I, and together they set 

up a small perimeter. A machine gun was placed facing the crest of the knoll 

to prevent the enemy was attacking down the slope towards them. Fire was also 

placed on the crest to protect the wounded which lay where they fell and to 

give covering fire to the 2d squad (See Sketch 2). 

The Chinese had seen the men on the reverse slope and knew where to throw 

his grenades. Every time he threw on, he yelled: "OK, Joe." The men were 

"damn mad" and "didn't want the Chinks to have the satisfaction of running us 

off the top" and wanted to banzai them back off. "It was suicide standing there 

with the grenades (a potato-masher type concussion grenade) coming down on us," 

/ 
Jones said. However, Lt. Craig said to hold for a few minutes because mortar 

fire was coming. However, the 81mm mortar forward observer would not come close 

enough to the knoll to observe fire; and when he did, he called for one round of 

white phosporous which landed in the Company CP. Lt. Roberts told him not to 

oall for anymore. 

At 1015, the men in the 3 squads charged up the slope about 10 feet, firing 

from the hip. The enemy grenades were "sailing" over their heads and landing to 

the rear near where they had been before. By laying down a terrific barrage of 
// 

small arms and BAR fire, the enemy was forced to withdraw to the forward slope. 

When the men reached the crest, small arms and automatic weapons fire was received 

--from the hill to the front, and from the little finger whioh extended to the right 

off the knoll. (See Sketch 2) About 1030, the men started running low on 
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ammunition; and the enemy, noticing the slackening fire, fixed bayonets and charged 

the top. The squads withdrew to the reverse slope again. 

Rifle ammunition was sent un to the squads, but it was loaded in .03 clips 

which necessitated reloading into Ml clips. The Company was completely out of 

carbine ammunition, and the munition bearers carried the weapons back to the 

Company OP where they were stacked. The men picked up rifles from the wounded and 

continued fighting. 

Some Chinese infiltrateA to the draw to the left rear and placed automptio 

weapons fire on the men on the reverse slope. The men on the slope could not see 

him, but a machine gun burst (from the 1st squad) into a clump of bushes silenced 

him. Someone (possibly an enemy) could be heard calling, "Radio.' The medioal 

NCO, 'who fought with the rest of us", wanted to go down but was restrained by 

Sgt Hubert Lee. 

At 1045 Lt Craig appeared with a squad of riflemen from Company K. The new 

men had two BARs,and two grenades apiece. Craig ordered them to distribute the 

grenades so each man would have one. He then told all the men to fix bayonets; 

every other. man to throw a grenade; and to charge the crest. The other men were 

then to throw their grenades. However, most of the men threw their grenades the 

first time; and when they reached the top of the hill met heavy enemy small arms 

fire from t he hill to the front, and from the forward slope of the knoll. Some 

enemy could be seen taking up the 4th squads old positions. Sgt Jones remarked: 

"I wasn't soared right then and killed several gooks with my rifle; then I oaught 

a slug in my leg and got soared as hell. Then I knew they were playing for keeps." 

The men had to stand to fire over the underbrush, and two or three were wounded 

by enemy fire. At 1110 (Sgt Jones was wounded at that ime), ammunition again ran 

low and the men withdrew to the reverse slope, firing only at the enemy as he 

appeared on the skyline. 

About 1130 the men were reinforced with two more squads from Company K. The 

men formed a close skirmish line and charged to the top again, forcing the enemy 

to withdraw to the forward slope. While on top, 5 or 6 were hit by effective 

_ sniper fire which seemed to be coming from a group of trees in the draw about 

300 yards to the left front. (See Sketoh 2). This sniper also wounded several 
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men in the lst squad which still remained in position. Finally the sniper 

was located and killed with a BAR burst. After 20 minutes, the men were again 

forced to withdraw to the rear slope because of a shortage of ammunition. 

Mortar fire was not used again because of the close proximity of the friendly 

troops to the enemy. 

At noon, approximately 25 rounds of friendly artillery landed beyond the 

hill to the front (north). The day was very misty and foggy and observation was 

poor. Artillery was called for and received three times during the course of 

the battle, but the fire was very ineffective. 

On the third charge up the slope of the knoll, Company M brought up a 

water-cooled machine gun and left it near the crest to the rear of the 1st squad. 

(The machine gunner was killed.) Sgt Riohard Bass, Company K, whose weapon had 

beendestroyed by small arms fire, manned the machine gun and raked tit:Atop, 

shifting the gun whenever men called for fire support. During the entire time 

he was firing, he was griping about not having any pipe toba000. Finally he was 

given some and sat behind the gun "smoking up a storm." The water-cooled machine 

gun was hit by a burst of enemy burp gun fire which also stunned Sgt Bass. One 

man in the 2d squad covered him with BAR fire enabling Bass to crawl to the 

reverse slope. 

Two more times the men retook the knoll five times in all) but were forced 

to withdraw each time when ammunition ran low. About 1630-1700, the men again 

formed a skirmish line, went to the top, and foroed the enemy to withdraw. Enemy 

and friendly dead littered the slope. By this time the 3d platoon had lost 28 

out of 38 men, but the remaining men were determined to stay and protect the 

wounded. Enemy soldiers could be seen jumping from tree to tree with straplings 

tied to their backs and waists as =nonage. Just then, a liasson plane circled 

overhead (the mist had lifted and the sky was clearing); someone yelled over the 

firings "Air Support's oaming, and it's going to be close." 

During the night an air panel had been placed on the forward slope of the 

knob near the top; and after the fighting started, it was so located as to be 

between the Chinese and the 2d platoon. The enemy evidently knew an airstrike 

was coming when he saw the liasson plane, for he threw many more grenades and 
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attempted to crawl up and seize the panel. However, the in were able to keep 

him away with small arms fire. 

The plane oircled low over the panel and fired a yellow flare (used to 

indicate a target to fighter planes) which landed in the middle of the panel 

about 25 yards in front of where the men were fighting. During this time, four 

jets were circling overhead; and as soon as the liasson plane departed, they 

oame in and strafed the ridgeline to the north. On the second pass, they 

strafed again; and on the third run, rocketed the valley to the northeast and 

the ridgeline to the north. Four Navy Corsairs then came over and strafed "every 

inch of the ground to the front," flying approximately 50 feet off the g round. 

The enemy broke and fled to the north, and all firing ceased. "I was not 

ashamed to admit tears were in my eyes when I saw those planes," Sgt. Bass said. 

The only enemy contact the 3d platoon, Company I, had, was when the squad 

on the smell finger to the rear of the Company CP received ineffective small arms 

fire. The 1st and 2d squads of the 1st platoon fought with the 2d platoon; the 

3d and ith squads received effective sniper fire which caused several casualties. 

When the sniper was killed in the draw by the 2d platoon, the 3d and 4th squads 

stopped receiving enemy fire. 

As soon as the strafing ceased, the men in the Company were told to collect 

all enemy and GI equipment into one pile and to count the enemy dead. On the 

little knoll alone, 47 enemy bodies were counted. At the base of the saddle 

to the north, traces of fresh blood indicated that the enemy had dragged his 

dead and wounded sway. One dead Chinese officer had three American watches 

and several packt of American cigarettes among his belongings. Some of the enemy 

dead wore quilted uniforms and pile caps; others wore loose white snow olothing; 

and others wore fatigues. 

The 2d platoon, Company I, lost a total of 28 out of 38 men, and the two 

squads from the let platoon lost 3 out of 12 men. 

Company I reorganized for the night slightly to the right(south) of its 

old positions, and the next day, it was relieved by Company C, 23d US Infantry 

Regiment. 
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REYARES BY THE YEN FROM COMPAW I 

1. Once when the 2d platoon had retaken the crest of the hill, one man 

kneeled in the snow and wet his knees. He immediately went to the reverse 

slope, got a blanket, returned, spread it out, and "fired up a storm." 

2. Male firing on the crest of the knoll, several men in the 2d platoon 

opened rations and attempted to eat while firing at the enemy. 

3. The day prior to leaving the assembly area, five new men were assigned to 

the 2d platoon. The NCOs did not know their capabilities, and all were killed. 

da.,L9nwh-- 
JOHN NATRA 
1st Lt, Armor. 
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Type of Interview 	: After-Action 

Person Interviewed 	: Captain Charles M. Thompson, 0-495636, Assistant 
S-3, 3d Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d US 
Infantry Division 

Time/Place of Interview : 17 May 1951, Hong-chon, Korea 

Maps Used 	 IPO-RI 	Sheet 6726 III 	1:50000 

Interviewing Officer 	: let Lt John lewha, 8th Historical Detachnent(BUSAK) 

Assistant 	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Det (EUSAK) 

Captain Thompson was Commanding Officer, Company K, 23d US Infantry 

Regiment at the time of this action. 

On 30 January 1951, the 3d Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment was in 

an assembly area in the vicinity of grid CS8333; and later, in a column of 

companies, moved to CS832440. The Battalion trains were in the vicinity of 

CHISAN-NI (C8847413). 

On 31 January 1951, the 3d Battalion's objective initially was to 

secure the ridge line from HILL 404 (CS854427) to HILL 168 (C8848426)* The 

LD was the village of CHISAN-Ni, and Company K crossed it at 1030 hours. 

Company K moved direct north to HILL 404 with no eneny contact (found nothing 

and saw nothing.) 

Company I then went up the road and took HILL 333 (C8837450), and Company 

L took the western finger of the same hill (vicinity of CS828450 to CS835450). 

HILL 404 was a clean-out knoll with no ridges, whereas HILL 333 was a 

very steep ridgeline. The weather was clear and not too cold, affording good 

visibility. 

Company K arrived on HILL 404 at 1230 hours and just observed. Captain 

Thompson was sure the Company would not stay there by the looks of the terrain; 

however, the Company remained in position until 1530 or 1600. It was notified 

by the Battalion Commanding Officer, Lt Col Charles F. Kane, to move down to 
OVN 

the village ofKffillaffRi (CS843431) and from there it would be directed where to 

go into position for the night. 

The Company reached the village about 1645 hours, and meantime Companies 

I and L went on towards their objectives. Colonel Kane said that Company K's 

sector would extend from the right flank of Company K on HILL 333 (CS838443) 

and would extend south down the forward slope of the ridge line to the cross-

road at CS838433 overlooking the village p over a 1000 yard front. As far as 
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Captain Thompson knew Company 1 neld HILL 333 and Company L was on Company 

I's left swinging to the west. The Captain thought the French were in the 

vicinity of grid CS8143. The Battalion did not have a complete perimeter as 

it was open to the roar. The 37th Field Artillery Battalion was in position 

near CHISAN-NI. 

Company K had attached to it one platoon of Tanks (four)and a section 

of heavy machine guns from Company M. (See Sketch A for defensive positions). 
Company K reconnoittered up the valley northward to a railroad bridge(CS843444) 

and over to a tunnel (grid CS8344). One platoon swung down to block the 

valley from a possible enemy attack from the north, and to protect the 

machine guns and Tanks. The CP was set up in a house to the rear of the tanks 

(CS838434). 

The platoon was instructed to move up the hill on the west approximately 

150 yards away if an enemy attack came down the valley. 

Captain Thompson got up about 0430 or 0500 (it was just getting light) 

and instructed the machine gun section and two squads of the 2nd Platoon to 

move up on the hill right away. Mortars were set up behind the hill to the 

west. When asked why, Captain Thampson'said he just had a hunch he should -

he didn't know exactly why he did. 

About a half hour later, the men heard bugles directly to the front 

about 600 to 700 yards away. The Captain came out of the CP' ,  and an unestimated 

number of enemy opened up with 51 caliber and 30 caliber machine guns on the 

tanks which had remained in position. The fire was coming from the high 

ground to the east of the railroad tracks and also from the banks of the rail-

road (CT843432). The enemy also came down a trail from the ridge and under 

the railroad bridge. 

The Captain ran west on the road with the bullets kicking up at his 

heels, and swung around the 2nd platoon (where a phone was set up). As soon 

as the enemy opened fire, the Tankers spotted approximately a platoon of 
kf N 

Chinese runnin- from house, t, house in HUVRVR and blasted the town with their 

76mm and 50 caliber machine guns. Company K on the hill did not open fire as 

it was early in the morning and a very thick haze hung overhead. The men in 

the 1st and part of the 3d platoons could not see what was happening because 
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of the nature of the terrain and being spread out. As soon as the haze 

lifted, 60mm mortar fire was placed on the enemy. The tanks continued 

firing for about 20 minutes but remained in the same position. 

A bugle blew again about 800 to 900 yards to the east front of the 

Company, but no enemy could be seen. About 0630 Captain Thompson saw at 

least 75 to 100 enemy moving along the ridgeline to the east (grid 8443). 

He called for and received 81mm mortar and artillery fire on them, but could 

not determine results. Artillery continued to place harassing fire on 

suspected enemy approaches for about one hour. This was the last enemy 

contact Company K had. 
01)1/4/ 

At 1030 hours, a patrol from the and platoon was sent into KODff—RI to 

determine if it was clear of enemy troops. No enemy nor enemy dead were 

found but it did find traces of blood. At the same time, Col Kane called 

and said Company I was being hit hard and that Company K was to send one 

platoon over to reinforce it. Captain Thompson sent the 1st platoon and 

elements of the 2nd and 3d platoons oovered the 1st platoon's area. The 1st 

platoon rejoined the Company about 1530 or 1600 hours with nine (9) casualties. 

CHN MEWHA 
let Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview 	: After-Action 

Person Interviewed 	WOJG Willis P. Brooks, W-906640, Sl, 3d Battalion, 
23d US Infantry Regiment, 2nd US Infantry Division. 

Time/Place of Interviews 17 May 1951, Hong-chon, Korea 

Maps Used 	 Sheet 6728 III 	1:50000 

Interviewing Officer 	: 1st Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detach ►ent(EUSAK) 

Assistant 	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Detachment 

At the time of the action, Mr Brooks was Unit Administrator, Company K, 

23d Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division. 

At 0600, 31 January 1951, the 3d Battalion rifle Companies moved out 

to the north to the vicinity of the twin-tunnels area (an unknown enemy had 

ambushed several patrols, and the 3d Battalion had the mission of clearing 

the area). The Battalion trains remained in position, and Mr Brooks was 

with Company K's administrative vehicles. The 3d Battalion trains later 

moved to the vicinity of CHISAN-NI (CS847413) and arrived in the area at 1645. 

The 37th Field Artillery Battalion was already in position in the general 

vicinity. As soon as the trains arrived in the area, Mr Brooks was ordered 

to bring the Company vehicles to the Company CP. 

At 1730, Mr Brooks went to the Battalion forward CP which had not dis-

placed yet and received permission from the Battalion Commander, Lt ColCharles 

Kane, to take the four (4) Company vehicles plus two (2) vehicles from Company 

M (a machine gun section was attached from Company M) to Company K's area. 

The vehicle column arrived in the Company area at 1930, and Captain Thompson, 

Company K Commanding Officer, ordered Mr Brooks to turn the vehicles facing 

westward in case of a possible enemy attack. The vehicles were setting at 

the foot of a hill in an exposed position. An attached platoon of tanks from 

the Regimental Tank Company were on the flat ground in front of the Company 

CP ( a house at the corner of the cross roads (CS839433)). A squad of 

infantry was posted around the tanks as security. 

About 0430, 1 February 1951, Captain Thompson awakened Mr Brooks and 

told him that red and green flares were being sent up to the east. Bugles 

could be heard playing a tune similiar to the tempo of TAPS. Capt Thompson 

-1- 



ordered Mr Brooks to take the vehicles and to go back to the 3d Battalion 

forward CP. A few scattered rounds of small arms fire were coming from 

Company K's positions at the time, and the tanks fired several rounds down 

the valley. 

As the vehicles proceeded down the road and reached a curve at CS834433, 

the French could be observed fighting to the west on HILL 453 (C8829425). 

They could be observed firing machine guns and small arms, and enemy tracers 

could be seen coming into the hill. As the column proceeded one-half mile 

further along the road, both enemy and French tracers could be seen going 

into a valley at grid CS8243. The vehicles arrived at the 3d Battalion CP 

at 0515, and the battle between the French and the Chinese (later determined) 

could easily be seen. 

At about 0800 it was light enough to see approximately a platoon in the 

valley at grid CS8243. An enemy machine gun was also observed going into 

position on a bald spot on the northwest side of HILL 453, where it placed 

fire on the French in the valley. Company K had a 50 caliber machine gun 

mounted on a jeep; Lt McCoy, the assistant Battalion 83, together with Mr 

Brooks, manned the gun and placed fire on the enemy position, forcing it to 

withdraw to a covered position among some trees on the hill. 

Approximately one-half hour later, Mr Brooks went back to the Company CP 

with rations and a resupply of ammunition. The only personnel from Company K 

in contact with the enemy at the time were three squads from the 1st platoon 

which were attached to Company I. The let platoon guide and three men got a 

resupply of grenades and M1 bandeliers and informed Mr Brooks that a heavy 

firefight was taking place. About this time, Sgt Avery, P & A Platoon, came 

by and resupplied the Company's stock of ammunition. 

At 1200, the vehicles returned to the 3d Battalion forward CP where the 

men dug in for the night. Fighting was still going on in the French Sector 

but it had moved further back in the valley and up on the hills in the vicinity 

of grid CS8143. Fighting could be heard taking place in Companies I and L's 

sector, and several airstrikes were received in the general area. The planes 

were firing rockets and 50 caliber machine guns at they passed the Battalion CP. 

Firing in the Battalion sector ceased about 1700, and at the same time 



Mr Brooks observed Company H, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division, 

move into an area adjacent to the road (CS833433) approximately one-quarter 

mile south of the 3d Battalion CP. 

The 3d Battalion CP remained in position the remainder of the night 

with no enemy contact. 

JOHN YOWHA 
1st Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 





Type of Interview 	: After-Action 

Person Interviewed 
	SFC George H. Glassman, RA33735035, Platoon 

Sergeant, 4th Platoon 

Sgt John W. Draveoky, RA16303495, Squad Leader, 
2nd Platoon 

Sgt Dean A. Davidson, ER37696740, Company Clerk 

41 Robert Gilbreath, ER16229050, Assistant Squad 
Leader, 2nd Platoon 

Time/Place of Interview: 17 May 1951, Hongchon, Korea 

Yaps Used 	 IP'O-RI 	 Sheet 6726 III 	1:50000 

Interviewing Officer : 1st Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment (EUSAK) 

Assistant 	 s Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Dot., (EUSAK) 

At the time of the action, Sgt Glassman was acting Platoon Leader, 

2d Platoon, and the other men were members of the platoon. 

Company K left the assembly area south of CHISAN-Ni in the morning and 

screened the hills on the right side of the road. No traces of the enemy were 

found, and there was no indication that he was in the area. The Company moved 

before dark, to a small hill (CS839440) covered with scrub pine. The ridge-

line sloped down gently and then d ropped off sharply into the valley. A rail-

road tunnel (05841444) could be seen to the left front, and a small village 

SINCHON (CS843436) was to the base of the hill. Prior to moving into position 

the Company Commander, Captain Whagpson, and the platoon leaders reconnoitered 

the area and walked up the valley to the railroad tracks. The remainder of 
KoDvA/ 

the Company stayed in NUB18-t5 (03842433). 

The lst platoon went into position to the left rear of the 2nd platoon, 

and the 3d platoon was to the right and extended to the rear. One squad of 

the 4th platoon covered the trail (CS842440) which led up the valley passed 

the railroad tracks. The 2nd platoon outposted several little knobs on the 

ridge, and the men were placed on a 50% alert - one guarded while the other 

slept. The remainder of the platoon was on the forward slope of the hill. 

The night was extremely quiet. 

Just before daybreak, a bugle was heard approximately 1000 yards to the 

direct front. Other bugles picked up the same call and relayed it. The tempo 
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of the notes played was similiar to "TAPS." The 2nd platoon (all squads) 

withdrew up the hill as soon as the first bugle blew and tied in with the 

3d platoon. 

Approximately an hour later, the men in the 2d platoon observed 15-20 

enemy crossing the railroad to the right front and approaching across the 

valley towards the base of the hill. The platoon held fire until the enemy 

got within range but found it was unable to place fire on them due to the 

steepness of the slope (the enemy was protected by the base of the hill). 

The enemy withdrew to near the railroad, and an artillery or mortar shell 

(White Phospherous) landed in the center of the group. None were seen to 

move. A machine gun mas also firing to the right front. This was the only 

time the 2d platoon saw the enemy. 

About 0900-1000, elements of the 1st platoon were sent to reinforce 

Company I. The platoon remained in position the rest of the day and night 

with no further enemy contaot. 

( ,)P")IjudIfdk_, 
JOHN INCA 

lst Lt Armor 
Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview 

Person Interviewed 

11111111111f4:  : After-Act on 

SFC Edward L. Green, RA15280695, Squad Leader, 
2nd Platoon, Company K, 23d Infantry Regiment, 
2d US Infantry Division 

Time/Place of Interview : 17 May 1951, Hongchon, Korea 

Maps Used 	 : 11' 1 0-RI 	Sheet 6726 III 	1:50000 

Interviewing Officer 	: 1st Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment(EUSAK) 

Assistant 	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Det., (EUSAK) 

At the time of the action, Sgt Green was BAR man, 3d platoon, Company K, 

23d US Infantry Regiment. 

The Company left the assembly area (vicinity of grid CS8333) about 1000-

1100 and went north screening the hills on the right of the road. The weather 

was clear and mild. About 1500, Captain Charles M. Thompson, Company K 

Commander, ordered the Company to stop and to make preparations to defend the 

high ground north of HILL 318 (CS847434). Almost immediately the order was 

changed, and the Company moved down off the mountain, crossed the railroad 
KliDins/ 

track, and proceeded to the village of NffE9-RI (C8843431). The Company built 
• 

fires and ate chow in the village. 

About dusk, the Company was told to move into position on a hill on the 

left of the village (vicinity of grid CS8343). The 3d platoon went into 

position on the right flank of the Company and extended southward towards the 

road junction (CS838433). Three tanks were attached to Company K - one was 

at the road junction and two were to the left of it at the base of the hill. 

The Company CP was in a house to the right front of the 3d platoon. The heavy 

machine gun section from Company M was on the right flank intermingled with 

the 3d squad. One BAR was placed on the left flank of the platoon as an OP. 

No-one thought the Company was going to remain on the hill because of the 

sector was so large, and therefore, the hill wasn't too thoroughly organized. 

About 0500, bugles could be heard to the extreme left rear, and a little 

later, firing was heard in the same sector. Small arms and madhine gun fire 

was heard near the 1st platoon. Bugles to the left and diPeot fronts then 

started blowing, and the tanks immediately opened fire in the general direction 

of the Ilugles. An enemy 51 caliber machine gun opened fire, from a ridge to 

the direct front on a 2 ton truck coming toward the Company's positions from 
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the south. The 3d platoon never saw the enemy and did not return fire. 

The platoon remained in position all day and night with no further 

enemy contact. Firing could be heard in the French Sector to the right rear. 

JOHN MEWHA 
1st Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 





Type of Interview 	After-Action 

Persons Interviewed 	: SFC Richard W. Bass, RA14329450, Platoon Guide 

SFC Carl A. Spencer, RA16313205, Platoon Sergeant 
Home Address: Postmaster Box 22, Lexington, Ind. 

SFC William A. Shelton, RA32911253, Ass't Platoon Sgt 

Pfo Marvin J. Mueller, RA17281626, Rifleman 
Home Address: Stacyville, Iowa 

Pfc Richard J. Labs, RAl2327797, Rifleman 
Home Address: 907 E. 175th Street, Bronx, 60, New York 

1st Platoon, Company K, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2D US 
Infantry Division 

Time/Place of Interview: 16 May 1951, Hongchon, Korea 

laps Used 	 Sheet 6726 III 	 1:50000 

Interviewing Officer : 1st Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment (EUSAK) 

Assistant 	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Det., (EUSAK) 

At 0500, the 3d Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment left its assembly 

area (vicinity of grid CS8333) and moved north in a column of companies - 

"K" "L" and "I." Company M was split among the rifle companies. The 

Battalion screened the high ground on the right of the CHIPYONG-NI - PYONGCHON 

road, and the French Battalion screened the high ground to the left. Vehicles 

from Company M, 23d US Infantry Regiment, moved up on the road. 

Company K screened the highest ground and were given two objectives - 

the high ground at CS847418 and HILL 404 (CS854427). Both objectives were 

very high hills, and the second necessitated a steep climb. The second objec-

tive was taken by 1630, and no evidence of enemy occupation co.Ild be seen. At 

_[_%1)N 
1700, the Company moved to the small village of tidtlfti (CS843431) and ate chow. 

Just at dusk, Company K moved on the high ground northwest of the village and 

tied in with Comoany I, which had taken HILL 333 (C8837450). The 1st platoon, 

Calpany K, went into position on a ridge finger at CS840440; the 2nd platoon 

was to the right rear; but a gap of approximately 600 yards existed between 

the 1st platoon, Company K, and the 3d platoon, Company I on the left flank, 

(see Sketch #1). 

Directly to the front of the 1st platoon was a railroad bridge (CS842443) 

approximately 150 yards from a tunnel to the left. As the platoon moved into 

position, several enemy and American dead were found on the hill. Abandoned 
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enemy equipment (burp guns) were found in the area, and the bodies appeared 

to have been dead for two or three days. Because of the presence of the 

bodies, and the "ungodly quietness of the night," everyone in the platoon was 

on edge. 

Between the hours of 2400-0100, a bugle was heard on the high ground 

to the northeast, and another answered it from the east. Immediately everyone 

was alerted. About 0315, the platoon again heard bugles to the east, northeast, 

and northwest. It seemed as if one was answering the other. By this time, 

everyone was very nervous. Just then, movement was heard about 400 yards to 

the front in the vicinity of the railroad bridge. It sounded as if troopa 

were moving in the valley. M/Sgt George Ohamberlain, 1st platoon sergeant, 

ordered the platoon not to disclose its positions by firing. 

Approximately forty minutes later, the 1st platoon could hear shouting, 

policewhistles blowing, bugles blowing, and small arms fire in Company I's 

sector. Just then the 2d platoon, Company K, started to fire a machine gun 

and small arms. Word was passed up that the platoon was under attack. (The 

men later stated that the firing heard could have been in the French sector 

to the rear). 

At daybreak, 1 February 1951, Sgt Richard W. Bass looked across the 

ridge-line to the left and saw a platoon of GI's, approximately 150 yards 

away, coming down Thom the high ground. Some were running "like hell" and 

others were firing up the slope. The enemy oould not be seen by the 1st 

platoon. When the men reached the bottom of the slope, a sergeant, yelling 

and cursing, reorganized the men and led them back up the ridge. 

At 0700 - 0730, Company K was ordered to send reinforcements to Company I. 

Captain Charles Thompson, Company K commander, ordered one squad fran the 1st 

platoon to aid Company I. The 2d squad, commanded by Sergeant Ctrl Spencer, 

was sent. 

The squad went over the knoll where the platoon from Company I had 

attacked, and saw approximately ten man and one officer firing down a ridge 

finger to the north. There was a saddle about forty feet deep and then the 

finger ran on out. The ground had many small pine trees and underbrush about 

waist high. The men were also firing into the saddle. The enemy (approximately 
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a company) was on the finger and was trying to force his way across the 

saddle to the high ground. 9eavy e- ,,ny small arms and automatic weapons 

fire was spraying the area. 

Sergeant Spencer reported to the lieutenant who asked him how many 

grenades each man had. When told three, the sergeant was ordered to 

distribute them evenly among the men and then to line the men up. They were 

then to throw the grenades and charge the enemy in an attempt to force them 

off the ridge-finger. The grenades were thrown, but the enemy we.s not with-

in range and the brush was too thick for them to be effective. The men 

expressed the opinion that the grenades should have been thrown later. The 

men were forced to crawl on their knees to a point overlooking the saddle, where 

the men established a base of fire with their BARs and M-l's. It was 

necessary to raise up to place fire on the enemy; and when the men did so, 

the enemy could be observed running from bush to bush on the slope. The 

enemy started to throw six or eight grenades at a time over the hill on to 

the friendly troops, wounding four men. 

Ammunition was running low, and Sergeant Spencer saw a squad of Chinese 

(the sergeant knew them by their round-top hats without bills and by their 

quilted uniforms) deploying to the left around the forward slope. Some fire 

was placed on them, but the volumn0 of fire had to be concentrated to the 

direct front where the enemy was pushing. One enemy soldier kept shouting, 

"Hey Joel" Sergeant Spencer was wounded by a grenade at this time but still 

managed to carry ammunition. 

When the sergeant was wounded, there were only five men left. The officer 

and non-coms from Company I were killed, but the men remained in position for 

approximately 12 hours firing only at the enemy that came up on the hill. 

About 0800-0830, the remainder of the 1st platoon, Company K, reinforced 

the five men. A machine gun, manned by Sergeant Bass, was placed on a small 

pimple on the ridgeline (C5835443) overlooking the ridge-finger to the south-

west and the low ground. Bass was left with four boxes of ammunition, and 

the ammunition bearers were placed on the ridge-finger as riflemen. The enemy 

had infiltrated around below the slope of the ridge line and were attempting 

to surround the platoon. Sergeant Bass spotted 25-30 enemy and dispersed them 
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with machine gun fire. All during this time the friendly positions were 

receiving intense mall arms, automatic weapons, and machine gun fire from 

the ridge-finger to the northwest (vicinity of CS833447). As the men in 

the platoon would report enemy hitting their position, the machine gun was 

shifted to give them support. The weather was foggy and misty and it would 

clear intermittantly. Each time it cleared, the enemy would place heavy 

fire on the positions. 

At 0920, the machine gun was destroyed by seven enemy bullets through 

the water jacket. Pfc Marvin J. Mueller heard a man say: "There goes out 

machine gun and Ws only 20 minutes after nine." Sgt Bass was dazed for 

a few minutes but was able to withdraw back to the platoon under covering 

BAR fire. Friendly casualties were very heavy. After the machine gun was 

destroyed, the enemy straffed the ridge with automatic weapons fire. The 

heavy fire kept up until 1430, at which time the enemy was close enough to 

throw hand grenades. All during this time, a lieutenant from Company I was 

calling for artillery on the forward slope as the men withdrew to higher 

ground. The artillery forward observer had been killed. No enemy mortar 

nor artillery fire was received. 

About 1630 the men had withdrawn to the high ground at CS837443 and 

were hunting around the ground for loose rounds of ammunition. There were 

only 15-20 left, and the men fixed bayonets determined to protect the wounded. 

The enemy could be seen creeping and crawling up the ridge line. Ammunition 

bearers from Headquarters Company, 3d Battalion, finally reached the men, and 

at the same time four Navy Corsairs zoomed over the ridge. The lieutenant 

from Company I received word to point their air panels toward the enemy. When 

this was accomplished, the planes rocketed, straffed, and napalmed wkthin 

twenty yards of the friendly forces. The enemy attack was broken, and he ran 

down the ridge-line in a disorganized fashion. The friendly forcestood up 

and placed fire on them. One man remarked, "I cried like a baby when I saw 

thos planes came over." Four jets followed the Corsairs and straffed the 

fleeing enemy. 

Company IL then passed through the men and went to their former positions. 

The remaining men in the platoon helped the wounded off the hill. The 1st 
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platoon remained on the hill until dark and then rejoined the Company. 

REMARKS BY THE MEN OF THE  1ST  PLATOON  

1. One man counted over 200 enemy dead on the finger where the machine gun 

was knocked out. He estimated over 300 dead in the saddle up which the 

enemy tried to attack. 
( -1-1,; 5  d oes  -ri ot 	 o -kher I niZevoesus 

2. Some Chinese were looting American bodies on the spot as evidenced by 

Chinese dead found over American bodies with American equipment in their hands. 

3. During the action, no one seemed to know where the ammunition point was 

located. 

4. SFC William A. Shelton was of the opinion that had the enemy flanked to 

the northeast, he could have penetrated the Battalion perimeter. The Battalion 

had too much fire-power placed on the ridge-line up which the enemy was attack-

ing. If he had flanked to the northeast, the bulk of Company L and Company I 

could not have fired on the enemy. (See Sketch #2). 

9A2,44,_ 
JOHN 
1st Lt Armor 

Interviewing Officer 
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Type of Interview 	: After-Action 

Person Interviewed : 1st Lt. William P. Barenkamp, 0-1317869, 
Commanding Officer, Company L, 23d US 
Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division. 
Home Address: 6316 Everett Drive, Berkley 
City 21, Missouri. 

Time/Place of Interview : HONGCRON, 16 May 1951. 

Maps Used 	 IP'O-RI 	1:50000 Sheet 6726 111. 

Interviewing Officer 	: let Lt John Yewha, 8th Historical Detachmert 

Assistant 	 : Cpl Lensey 3 Ben'ett, 8th Historical Detachment 

At the time of the twin-tunnels action, Lt. William P. Barenkamp 

was Executive Officer, Company L, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d U8 Infa"try 

Division. 

At 1730, 31 January 1951, Lt. Barenkamp arrived at the Company CP 

with the Company's organic vehicles and supplies. The CP was in a house 

in the village of C7ONANG-NI (CS832447) et the base of the hill occupied 

by the rifle platoons (grid CS8345). Ammunition and rations were 

dispatched to the platoons. 

The night was quiet, but at 0445, the let platoon reported ersmy 

movement to the front. The platoon opened fire and received automatic 

weapons fire in return. Very suddenly, the firing ceased. At about 

0515 heavy firing was again heard from the general direction of the let 

and 2d platoons, and at the same time a call was received from the 1st 

platoor asking who the qI's were coming diowr the draw behind them yelling 

and cursing. Barenkamp asked Capt. Chester T. Jackson, Company L 

Commander, who the men were and was told that there were no men there 

that he knew about. A call came in again from the 1st platoon asking 

if the 3d platoon was in position, and both officers knew something was 

wrong lithe 1st platoon had people behind them. The two officers left 

the CP and saw approximately 15 men from the 3d platoon coming down a 

draw to the rear of the house carrying the platoon leader, Lt. Malcolm 

Aldrich. Aldrich had been wounded in the leg, and he stated that the 

platoon had beers urrounded and forced to withdraw. Just then a call 

was received from the let platoon stating that it was being forced to 



94,4 
JOHN MEIHA 
1st Lt, Armor 

withdraw to the 2d platoon's sector. Capt. Jackson immediately ordered the 

Comoany CP to move up on the hill with the 2d platoon and instructed that the 

Battalion communications wire be strung up theme. The Company then moved its 

mortars to a more centrally located position behind the 2d platoon. During 

this time, Lt Berenkamp was organizing litter teams and resupplying the platoons 

with ammunition. 

When the Company CP reached the top of the hill, Capt Jackson ordered the 

3d platoon to pass through the 1st platoon and retake its old positions. Heavy 

enemy small arms and automatic weapons fire prevented the 3d platoon from 

accomplishing its mission. The Company received heavy fire all morning from 

a little knoll to the right rear (CS833449) but finally succeeded in driving 

the enemy from it. The enemy then switched his main attack On Company I. 

REMARKS BY LT. BARENIAMP  

1. The Company had at least a Battalion front to cover, and big gaps existed 

between the platoons. A 75 yard gap existed between the 1st and 2d platoons, 

and the 1st and 3d platoons could only spare six men to cover a draw approximately 

275-300 yards wide. A gap of several hundred yards existed between the 3d 

platoon and Company I. 
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Type of Interview 	: After-Action 

Person Interviewed 
	

1st Lt. Richard A. Palmer, 0- 58546, Executive 
Officer, Company 1, 23d US Infantry Regiment, 
2d US Infantry Division. 
Home Address: Pontotac, Mississippi. 

Time Place of Interviews HONGCHOY, 16 May 1951 

Maps Used 	 IF'O-RI 	1:50000 Sheet 672o 111. 

Interviewing Officer 	: 1st Lt. John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment (ENSAK) 

Assistant 	 : Cpl. Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Detachment 

At the time of the twin-tunnels action, Lt. Richard A. Palmor was 2d 

platoon leader, Company L, 23d US Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division. 

At 0800, 31 January 1951, the 3d Battalion left an assembly area in 

the vicinity of CS8333 in a column of companies--"K," "I," and "L." The 

machine gun sections of Company M. were with Companies K and I, and the 81mm 

mortars were in general support. The French Battalion could be observed 

moving on the ridgeline to the left of the PYONGCHON-CHIPYONG-NI road as 

the 3d Battalion screened the high ground to the right of the road. When 

Company K, 23d Infantry Regiment, took its objectives--the high ground at 

C5847418 and HILL 378 (CS880430)--Company I crossed the valley to the 

northwest and started up to HILL 333 (0837460), a very high ridge with 

many small finesse. The hill was taken without enemy contact. 

Company L paralleled the road along a trail at the base of the high 

ground until it reached a road junction at CS837433. There the Company 

received orders from the Battalion Commander, Lt. Col. Charles Kane, to 

seize the high ground at CS832455. The 2d platoon mounted three tanks from 

the Regimental Tank Company and one flak wagon *twin-forty) from the 82d 

AAA Battalion, rode. out the road to the northwest to the vicinity of CS 

827445, dismounted, and with the platoon abreast secured the ridge-finger at 

CS830452. The 3d platoon followed and went to the high ground at CS836455 

and secured a saddle running north off HILL 333, where it tied in with 

Company L on the right. (See Sketch) The ground was secured by 1630 hours. 

The Battalion and Company CPs later moved to the vicinity of CHOWAYG-NI 

(CS832447)--a village to the rear of Company L's positions. 



The French on the left had reached SILL 279 (CS821838) and the slope 

that led to the pass on the northwest road (CS823452), and when Lt. Palmer 

contacted them, he saw a machine gun strong-point on the high ground at 

CS825450. Arralements were made to tie it the 2d platoon, Company L, by 

fire. • tank and the flak wagon covered the road and valley to the northwest, 

and two men from the ?d platoon were placed as security guards for the vehicles. 

Lt. Palmer stated that it was all the men that could be spared as the platoon 

had only twq, rifle squads and a weapons squad to guard a front of 600 yards. 

The only indication of enemy troops in the vicinity that day was one 

report received by Cart Chester T. Jackson, Company L Commander, stating that 

an L-5 liasson Plane had received small arms fire early in the morning, from 

the village of KTIDU-RI (C8842432). 

The night was very, quiet until 0450 hours, at which time a man guarding 

the tack awakened another man to relieve him. He noticed a colqmn of troops 

coming down the road from the direction of CHOCHON-NI (CS825463), laughing 

and cutting up. Three enemy soldiers were out as a point, and when they would 

not halt at a challenge, the guard awakened the tankers and flak people. The 

tank fired three rounds, and the tank commander told the guards that he was 

going to pull on the road for a better firing position. He fired another 

round from the road, and then the tank and the flak wagon pukled back to the 

Battalion CP. 

The men rejoined the 2d platoon, and immediately the platoon started to 

receive heavy 60mm mortar fire (5-e rounds) and automatic weapons fire from a 

draw tot he northwest (CS829454). Lt. Palmer callel for mortar, artillery, 

ani flares if possible. The 60mm mortar forward observer and Lt. Avery Nance, 

4th platoon leader, came up to the 2d platoon and had fire placed on the 

suspected mortar position, causing the enemy mortar fire to slacken. All 

during this time, the end could be heard banzaiing the French across the road. 

The enemy bi-passed the 2d platoon along a ridge to the north and hit the 

3d platoon. About 0600, Capt Jackson called Lt Palmer and told him the 3d 

platoon had withdrawn and had left a gap between Companies L and I. By this 

time the 2d platoon had stopped receiving enemy fire. As morning dawned, Lt 

Palmer observed 20-25 enemy soldiers on a little knob to the right rear of the 

platoon's position (CS833449), so he shifted the machine gun and placed fire on 
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them. The 2d platoon ther received some 57mm fire in return, but some of 

the rounds were defective. 

About 0730-0800, the 1st platoon was forced to withdraw to the 2d 

platoon's sector by enemy pressure, and at the same time the 3d platoon 

was sent up to pase through the 1st platoon to retake its original positions. 

Beeause of heavy automatic wearons and small arms fire, the 3d nlatoon was 

forced to remain with the 2d platoon. Friendly casualties were high, and 

mortar ammunition was running low. However,.the enemy troops on the little 

knobto the rear were forcedtto withdraw by friendly artillery and 4.2 mortar 

fire. Lt. Palmer stated that if the enemy had attacked down the draw 

adjacent to the knob, he could have destroyed the Battalion and Company CPs 

and completely surrounded Company L. 

When the enemy withdrew from the knob, he then started to attack Company 

I; and by 1000, Company L had no further enemy oontact. The Company then 

supported the French Battalion with 57mm Recoilless Rifle fire. The enemy 

was placing an intense mortar barrage on the French positions, but the 

French Battalion was observed walking through the barrage in a counterattack. 

Friendly artillery surrorted the French attack, and the enemy fire slackened. 

At 1200, en airstrike came in front of Company I on HILL 333, and by 1500 

all firing had ceased in Company I's sector. Prior to this time, the weather 

was hazy and misty and did not permit tactical air support. 

At 1330, the 1st platoon secured the knob on which Lt. Palmer had observed 

the enemy and had no enemy contact. About 1430 Company L was ordered to move 

on the reverse slope to HILL 333, pass through Company I, and retake the 

ground lost by the 1st and 3d platoons. At the same time, Company C, 23d US 

Infantry Regiment, occupied the 2d platoon's positions and pushed out toward 

the 1st platoon's original sector. By 1600, Company L had retaken the 3d 

platoon's sector, and all organized enemy resistance had ceased. 

REMARKS BT LT PALMER  

1. Friendly artillery had not been zeroed in prior to the attack, and Company 

L did not have an artillery forward observer with them. 

2. The Battalion had too large a sector to defend effectively. 
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Type of Interview: 	: After-Action 

Person Interyirwed : 2d Lieutenant William A. Sanford, let platoon leader, 
Company L, 23d US Infantry Regimnnt. 
Home Address: 1140 College Ave., Racine, Wisconsin. 

Time/Place of Interview 	HONGCHOki, 17 May 1951. 

Maps Used 	 : IP'O-RI 	1:50000 Sheet 6726 111 

Interviewing Officer 	: 1st Lt. John Yewha, 8th Historical Detachment 

Assistant 
	 : Cpl Lenvey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Detachment 

At the time of the twin-tunnels action, Lt. William Sanford was a squad 

sergeant in charge of the 1st squad, lst platoon, Company L. 

When the 3d Battalion left its assembly area (vicinity of grid C$8333), 

Company L was in Battalion reserve and followed the attack companies down 

the right side of the PYONGCHON-CHIPY'ONG-IiI road. Friendly troops (French) 

were screening the lower ground to the left of the road. 

About 1530, 31 January 1951, Company L had moved to the base of HILL 

333 near the 3d Battalion CP (CS832445). The 2d and 3d platoons assaulted 

the #igh ground nearest the road (CS828450 and CS837454), and the 1st platoon 

was held in Company reserve. The 1st platoon then moved through the village 

of CHOWANG-4 (CS832447) and proceeded up the hill to the right flank (CS832455). 

The 1st platoon went into position witht he 2d platoon on the left and the 

3d platoon on the right. (See Sketch). 

As Lt. Sanford (then Sergeant Sanford) was going up the hill, he saw a 

German shepherd dog run across the skyline and down into the valley headed in 

a northward direction. After the platoon reached the top of the hill, the 

dog could still be observed running hard, never slowing or stopping at houses. 

Sanford was of the opinion that the dog may have been carrying a message. 

Five or six sets of footprints were also found or the hill. 

Just prior to dark, the village of CH'OCHION-NI (CS826463) was set afire 

by friendly artillery and mortars. 

About 0430, a BAR man, out on an OP (observation post), spotted approxi-

mately 500 troops coming up a draw towards the north-south ridge-line from 

the general direction of the village blasted before dark. At first the BAR 

man thought they might have been refugees, but he alerted the 1st platoon 
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anyway. The troops still approached the OP two by two. The BAR man challenged 

them to halt, but they kept on walking towards the 1st platoon's positions. 

Sanford then ordered the BAR man to stop them. He fired a clip of ammunition 

into their ranks, but the enemy kept on marching toward the position. All 

three BARB in the platoon, together witht he riflemen, fired six or seven clips 

at the enemy at a range of approximately 300 yards. The enemy then opened fire 

with automatic weapons (burp guns) but never broke formation. The enemy then 

echeloned to the left and went towards the 3d platoon's positions. The 1st ard 

3d platoons poured fire into the enemy's ranks for 10-15 minutes, but he never 

slackened his marohing nor broke formation. Then, one of the enemy started 

shouting orders, and three or bugles could be heard playing a tempo aimiliar to 

"Taps." Heavy firing could be heard in the 3d Platoon's sector: 

About 0515, Lt. Sanford heard a commotion to his rear and saw the 3d 

platoon running down a draw towards the Company cp. He then saw the enemy on 

the ihyline and outlined against banks of snow on the 3d platoon's positions. 

He immediately ordered the 1st squad up the slope to reinforce the other squads 

in the platoon. The platoon leader, upon being informed of what happened, 

called the Company CP and was instructed that the 3d platoon was still in position 

He then ordered the platoon not to fire in that direction. Sanford argued and 

said that he knew it was enemy troops for he had seen the 3d platoon leave their 

positions. 

When Sanford returned to his men, he observed 100-150 enemy on a bare spot 

where the snow had melted on the reverse slope of the positions previously 

occupied by the 3d platoon. Everything was quiet at the time except one enemy 

burp gun which was firing down the left slope of the hill they were occupying. 

A sentry with a BAR was sent out by the let platoon to a point where 100 yards 

observation could be had to the left, right, and front. 

About 0600, Sanford was watching to the north and happened to glance to 

his right where he ssw 7-8 Chinese walking towards the platoon with their 

weapons at port arms. He yelled for the sentry to watch out for them, and as 
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he did so, the enemy opened fire with automatic, weapons from the whole left 

front (north). The seamy Gould be heard giving commands, and the platoon 

shifted to the left to return fire. The sentry was ordered tow ithdraw 

but evidently did nckhear the order. Sanford was sent to get him book. 

Be went down the ridgelins to the east approximately 200 yards and ran faoe. 

to face with two Chinese owrrTine; burp guns. The underbrush was so think that 

it had been impossible to se," then. The enemy opened fire, wounding Sanford 

in the are and knocking him off the hill. The Chinese:then started toward 

the 1st platoon CF. Tha wounded man struggled back to the top of the hill, 

found his Y1 rifle, and shot both of the enemy soldiers through the head. 

He then went forward to a little knoll where the sentry had been outposted, 

but there he observed the man lying at the base of the hill. During this 

time heavey small arms and automatic weapons fire was raking the knoll. 

Sanford got to his feet and ran zigzagging book to the 1st platoon CP where 

he was ordered to the Battalion aid station. 

ami YWRA 
lst Lt., Armor 
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Type of Interview 	After-Aotion 

Persons Interviewed 	: Company L, 23d Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division. 
lif/Sgt Henry Bagley, RA6'355918, 3d platoon 
Cpl Herman L. Seabolt, ER18341035, 3d platoon 
Home Address: 2166 N. Kingston Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
M/Sgt Leland L. Gargle, RA37645480, 1st platoon 
Home Address: 969 Lester Street, Poplar Bluff, Missouri. 
SFC Joseph A. Talotta, RA33786851, 1st platoon 
Home Address: 1018 Mifflin St., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Cpl Billy M. Lloyd, RA13305529, 2d platoon 
Home Address: P.O. 103, South Boston, Virginia. 
Pfo Richard D. Goldsberry, ER37231232, 4th platoon 
Home Address: 1912 Wilson St., Falls City, Nebraska. 
SFC George F. Bammert, RA32920263, Communications Sgt. 
Home Address: 40 E. Columbia Ave., Palisades Park, N.J. 

Time/Place Interview 	Hongchon, 16 June 1951. 

Wimps Used 	 : IP'O-RI 1:50000 Sheet 6726 111 

Xxiterviewing Officer 	s let Lt John Mewha, 8th Historical Detachment (EUSAK) 

*assistant 	 Cpl Lensey B. Bennett, 8th Historical Detachment 

Between 0800-0900, 31 January 1951, the 3d Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment 

left its assembly area in the vicinity of grid CS8333 in a column of companies-- 

"Ks" "I," and "L." The weather was clear and cold, and the ground was covered 

with two or three inohes of snow. The 3d Battalion had the duel mission of 

msoreeting the high ground to the right of the PIONOCHOR-CHIPYONG-NI road and, 

together with the French Battalion, seizing the vital road junction at KUDUN 

(C2843443). The French Battalion screened the ground to the left of the road, 

eLlid its vehicles proceeded up the MSR between the two Battalions bumper to 

tve.anper. 

Company L moved northward up the valley skirting the base of the high 

ground, momentarily expecting an enemy attack. Several days before, patrols 

from the 23d US Infantry Regiment and the 25th US Infantry Division were 

exrabushed in the general vicinity of the twin-tunnels area. The Company approached 

17.C3 KUDUN where they ate chow; later they moved to the vicinity of the road 

junction west of the town (CS839433) where two squads mounted tanks from the 

Regimental Tank Company. The tank-infantry team, together with two flak wagons 

(twin-fortys), went up the road to the northwest as an advance reconnaissance 

force. The remainder of the Company followed the road on foot. When the tank.- 

Infantry force reached a point were a ridge-finger extended near the road 

(43S828447), the infantry dismounted and went to the high ground at CS828450. 
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As the Compani(-) approached the village of MAAN11-id (CSe 1 2447), it 

observed the wreckage of 5 jeeps, one 3/4 ton, and five or six bodies. The 

bodies had been stripped of their clothing and burned, and the vehicles had 

been machine gunned and napalmed. Someone had shoveled snow on the bodies 

in an attempt to hide them. One Korean apprehended in the area said that he 

watch a North Korean force ambush the patrol. 

At 1700, Company L arrived at the tanks which remained on the road near 

the ridge-finger, and Capt Cheater T. Jackson, Company L Commander, pointed 

out • sector of the high ground for each platoon. (See Sketch 1). The 2d 

and 3d platoons went up a steep rooky slope, covered with heavy underbrush, 

as the lst platoon formed a skirmish line to flush any possible enemy out of 

the village (CHOMANO-AI). 

As the 1st platoon was going through the village, 2d Lt David Mock, a 

newly-arrived replacement officer, remarked: "As cold as it is today, I'm 

breaking out in a cold sweat." In back of one of the houses, five, Korean men, 

dressed in dirty white clothes, were found in a bunker-type dug-out. The men 

were sent to the 3d Battalion CP. In the building later occupied as the 

Company a (at the base of the hill later occupied by the platoons), several 

Korean packs were found (quilted blankets used to carry clothes and rations). 

In one set, a set of white Korean canvas shoes was found; in another, a set 

of white quilted snow clothing; and in another, a pair of GI arctic.. After 

flushing the village, the let platoon continued on up a draw whioh led to its 

position--a saddle at the top of the north-south ridgeline (See Sketoh2). 

The 3d platoon was on the right flank of the let platoon, and the 2d was 

on the left adjacent to the road. 

The ridgefinger went up sharply from the road and then gradually sloped 

upward to the east for approximately 500 yards and then went into a saddle 

(50 yards) whioh led to a high peak (75 feet) near the north-south ridgeline. 

A saddle then extended to the south (right rear) of the 1st platoon position 

along tha north-south ridgeline--this saddle was occupied by the 3d platoon 

(See Sketch 1). 
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The entire ridgefinger was covered with heavy underbrush and small pines 

about waist-high. Several inches of snow covered the ground. The 3d platoon 

had a front of 600-700 yards to cover with 35 men; gaps of 50-100 yards existed 

between the squads; and one squad had a 20C yard front to cover with 6 men. 

The lst and 3d platoons were unable to dig foxholes in the rooky shale, and it 

was also impossible to dig rooks from the frozen ground to make barricades. 

The 1st platoon extended from the high knoll down the slope to the west towards 

the Ed platoon. It extended down the slope about 35 yards southward towards the 

3d platoon, but a gap of 200 yards existed between the 1st and 3d platoons. 

(See Sketch 2). 

The tanks remained in the rice paddies on the left of the MSR and were 

guarding the valley to the north. A few men from the 2d platoon acted as 

security guard for the vehicles. 

Approximately 1000 yards to the front of the 2d platoon was the village of 

CH'OCH'ON-NI (CS825463), and at 1730 (just prior to dark), 30-40 men were seen 

around the grass-topped huts. Mortar (8Imm and 4.2) and small arms fire was 

placed on them by the 2d platoon, and the people oould be seen scurrying from 

building to building trying to dodge the fire. Harrassing mortar fire was placed 

on the village all night. About 1830, Capt Jaokson notified the platoons that 

the Company would move the next day to HILL 506 (CS831487). 

The Company was on a 50% alert for the night (one man in the foxhole slept 

while the other stayed awake), and the men were very uneasy. "It was just too 

damn quiet," one man said. After dark until shortly prior to the enemy's attack 

in the morning, small lights aimiliar to a pencil flashlight or tips of white 

phosporous, were seen flickering on and off on the high ground to the right 

front of the 3d platoon. "We had a feeling we were going to get it," Cpl Herman 

Seabolt, a rifleman in the 3d platoon, said. Capt Jackson called for artillery 

fire, but for some unknown reason, none was received. The 81mm mortar forward 

observer with the 3d platoon called for mortar fire, but the range was too great 

and the rounds fell short. The lights seemed to be directly in front of Company 

I's positions, and so Lt. Malcolm Aldrich, 3d platoon leader and ViSgt Henry 

C. Bagley, walked over to its positions. However, the lights could not be seen 

from there. 
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About 0430, a bugle blew in the vicinity of CRIOCH')N-NI playing a tempo 

similiar to "Adjutants Call." A column of approximately 500 troops approached 

the tanks on the road and were spotted by one of the guards. The tank crews 

were awakened, and I or 5 rounds were fired into the enemy's ranks but he still 

marched forward. Some approached close enough to throw a grenade into a flak 

wagon nearby, and the vehicle then pulled back to the Battalion CP. The tanks 

pulled on the road, fired a few rounds, and pulled back to the Battalion CP also. 

When the vehicles took off, Cpl Nicholas Sperandio and one other man, who were 

the guards on the vehicles, started up the hill towards the 2d platoon with 

Sperandio yelling: "Don't shoot, it's me the Greek with the new guy." 

The enemy deployed near the tanks and placed fire on the 2d platoon and attaoked 

the French on the left of the road (See Sketch 3). 

14en the tanks opened fire, the 1st platoon leader, Lt. David Mock, jumped 

out of his bedroll and wanted to know what was wrong. SFC Joseph Talotta, 

knowing that the lieutenant was "green," said: "Aw, it's nothing; go baok to 

sleep." The men in the lst platoon then saw the enemy double-timing up a draw 

which led to the north-south ridgeline.and placed small arms and automatic 

weapons fire on them, but thejnever broke ranks. When asked why the enemy 

didn't attack the 1st and 2d platoons, the men said the hills 000upied were too 

steep; and so the enemy then attacked the 3d platoon. 

The 3d platoon had a 600-700 yard front to cover, and there were gaps of 

50-100 yards between squads. The saddle defended by the 3d platoon had three 

little rises of ground (about 10-15 feet high) and in the center of the saddle 

a ridgefinger extended in an eastward direction. The 4th squad with a machine 

gun covered the finger; the 3d squad was on its left; and the 2d was on its 

right. The let squad wasAto the left of the 2d squad, but a gap of 100 yards 

existed between the two. The ridgefinger to the east was outposted with two men, 

Ffo Philip Nakomoura and CP1 Alessandrino Buluran, about 50 yards from the 

remainder of the platoon. (See Sketch 2). 

At about 0530, the men on the outpost were heard throwing hand grenades, 

and about ten minutes later, the two men withdrew to the platoon and said 
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"bunches of Chinks were coming up the hill." Some of the men in the platoon 

evidently didn't know the men had returned and called: "Hey, Philip, what's 

wrong?" A voice called back in perfect English: "Yes, this is Philip." 

Nakomoura then said: "That's not me, I'm right here." 

About 10 minutes later the 3d platoon was hit from four diredtions by an 

enemy using small arms, automatic weapons, and grenades. (See Sketch 2) The 

platoon sergeant tried to contact the Company CP for artillery support but 

couldn't reach it by phone. (SFC George F. Bammert, Communications Sergeant, 

said the Company was trying to contact the 2d platoon et the time to see what 

was happening in its sector--the 2d platoon was receiving small arms, automatic 

weapons, and mortar fire from a ridge-finger to the north of its positions.) 

The platoon sergeant, 3d platoon, then called for 81mm mortar fire but couldn't 

contact Company M by phone. He then tried Channel 37, Company M's radio fire 

channel, but got no answer. Bagley said that someone evidently was asleep. 

The 3d platoon's machine gun fired down the ridgefinger to the east for 

approximately 30 minutes, and Lt. Aldrich ordered the 3d squad to reinforce the 

fires of the 4th squad by moving behind them. Thy 2d and 1st squads remained 

in place. The machine gun them ruptured a cartridge, and Lt. Aldrich "lost 

his head." He ordered the two squads 13d and 4th) to withdraw to the reverse 

slope and to lay prone on the ground. He wouldn't let them get up; "the men 

showed outward signs of nervousness knowing the lieutenant was inexpierenoed," 

Bagley said. The lieutenant and a sergeant went to the top and stood and fired 

carbines at the enemy. A burp gun burst wounded the leiutenant in the leg and 

the sergeant in the stomach. The sergeant fell forward, but Aldrich ran a few 

steps to the rear and rolled down the slope about 15 feet. 

In the meantime, the enemy had infiltrated between the foxholes of the 2d 

squad and was firing at the men on the reverse slope. (The enemy could not be 

seen infiltrating because of the heavy underbrush.) About 0630, someone yelled: 

"Let's get the fuck out of here," and the men fled to the rear yelling over to 

the 1st platoon, "Don't shoot, it's us, the 3d platoon." Some of the men grabbed 

Aldrich and assisted him down the hill. The 2d squad heard the men running down 

the slope to the rear and pulled out behind them. Because of the gap between 

the 1st and 2d squads and the fact that the enemy had infiltrated between them, 
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the let squad withdrew through the 2d platoon, Company I. (See Sketch 2) When 

tt became known that the 3d platoon had withdrawn, the tanks at the Battalion 

CP trained their guns up the draw. Evidently this prevented the enemy from 

attacking down behind the 3d platoon. 

As the 1st platoon heard the men in the 3d platoon shouting, Lt. Mock 

called the Company CP and asked if the 3d platoon was still in position. Capt 

Jackson, at the Company CP, had a radioman, Cpl Carl Meyers call the 3d platoon 

on the SCR 300 radio and received the answer that it was all right and was still 

in position. About 5 minutes later, Mock called again and said the 3d platoon 

was withdrawing to the rear. At the very same time, SFC George Bammert in the 

Company CP was talking to someone using the 3d platoon's radio which had been 

abandoned. "It was a normal voice speaking excellent English, and he said: 

'Jo we're still in position.* They were using our Company call signs, too," 

Bammert said. 

At about 0700, the 3d platoon had reached a trail which led to the rear 

of the Company CP; and as the men were stumbling and half-running down it 

and were about 200 yards from the CP, a voice with a French accent called out: 

"Amerioad" As the men in the platoon tried to explain who they were, Lt. 

Aldrich struggled to his feet and started running toward the Company CP. He 

yelled book to the men: "Boys, I may be hit but you can see what I can No." 

The rest of the men ran after him and reached the CP about 0715. 

(Lt William P. Barenkamp, Executive Officer, Company L received a letter from 

Lt Aldrich in which he stated that the 81mm FO was the one that yelled for 

the men to leave (The FO was killed and this could not be verified--interviewer) 

and that he did not give the order for the two squads to withdraw to the 

reverse slope.) 

When the 3d platoon reached the CP, Capt Jackson "blew his top," and ordered 

Sgt Henry Bagley to take the men and retake the positions lost. He then called 

the 1st platoon and warned them to watch its right flank, that the 3d platoon 

had withdrawn. Bagley took the remaining men (about 14) and went up the draw 

to a small knoll where he saw 15-20 Chinese on the skyline. The men immediately 
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drew small arms and automatic weapons fire from the top and were forced to 

withdraw to the reverse slope. The platoon then deployed to the left and went 

up on the hill with the 1st platoon. (See Sketch 2). 

About 0700, the 1st squad of the 1st platoon, commanded by Sgt (now Lt) 

William Sanford was hit on the right flank by the enemy coming up from the 

saddle formerly occupied by the 3d platoon. The squad extended down the slope 

toward the saddle about 50 yards. When the enemy hit, the squad withdrew to the 

rest of the platoon amidst heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire. By 

then it was about 0800 and was day light. There was a heavy mist, but the men 

could see many enemy troops "like ants" on the high ground from which the 1st 

squad withdrew. The enemy fired down on the men and slowly advanced down the 

slope. The men formed a skirmish line and returned smalls rms and automatic 

weapons fire on the enemy fording him to cheek his advance. It was at this 

point that the 3d platoon joined with the 1st platoon. Until this time, the 

majority of themen in the 1st platoon had thought that the 3d platoon had been 

surrounded. Fire was being received from the saddle and from a small ridgefinger 

in Company I's sector (See Sketch 3). Fire from this spot was also hitting the 

2d platoon. At 0945, the Company a moved up withthe 2d platoon. 
At 1000, the enemy continued to pour heavy small arms fire down into the 

lst platoon, and the men slowly withdrew in face of a mumerioally superior enemy. 

to the 2d platoon's sector. Another skirmish line was formed, but the enemy 

was able to approach to within 150 yards of the men in the thick underbrush before 

being halted by automatic weapons and small arms fire. As the men were firing at 

the enemy, the Company Clerk came up to the hill and distributed mail. SFC 

Joseph Talotta received a letter from his wife and sat down behind a Korean grave 

(a cylindrical mound covered with grass) to read it. "You know what whe was 

writing about," he asked. "She wanted to know what my post-war plans were." 

Just then the lst platoon sergeant was wounded, and the company commander walked 

over and said: "Get up you son of a bitch and take over the platoon. Spafford's 

(platoon sergeant) been hit." 

The platoon placed small arms fire on the enemy to the north and east; the 

2d platoon supported the French on the left of the 1SR with 57mm Recoilless Rifle 

-7- 

Qiiraseottsfts. 



fire. The 2d platoon saw the Chinese barna' the French, but the Frenoh waited 

until the enemy was on top of its foxholes, then met him with fixed bayonets 

and chased him off the hill. 

By 1100, the only enemy observed by Company L was when he appeared on the 

skyline in Company I's sectors however, the Company was still receiving small 

arms and automatic weapons fire from the little finger in Company I's sector. 

Artillery and 4.2 mortar fire was placed on it, and the firing slackened. 

At 1400, the sky and overcast cleared, and four Navy Corsairs struck at 

the enemy in front of Company I, and the fire was heard to slacken. The 1st 

platoon, Company L, was ordered to take the little finger, and by 1530 secured 

it without meeting any resistance. At the same time, the rest of the Company 

was ordered to withdraw from the ridgefinger to the road and to retake its 

original positions by going up a draw leading to HILL 333 and passing throggh 

Company I's sector. Company C, 23d US Infantry Regiment, relieved Company L 

before it withdrew from the hill (See Sketoh 3). 

By 1630, Company L reached Company I's positions, and all firing had ceased. 

The 1st platoon patrolled to a small village to the east and flushed out two 

unidentified men out of a hut. The men managed to escape to the rear - in the 

thick underbrush. Capt Jackson *adored the remainder of the Company to count 

the enemy dead and to search their bodies for documents of military importance 

and to determine the nature of their wounds. 15-20 dead were counted in the 

saddle previously occupied by the 3d platoon. 

The 3d Battalion readjusted its lines and shifted the Companies into a much 

tighter defense. However, the 3d platoon occupied one-half of the saddle it 

defended the night before. The other half was occupied by an entire company 

from the 1st Battalion, 23d US Infantry Regiment. 

REMARIS BY THE YEN FROV =PART L 

1. Most of the wounded from Company L were evacuated to the French aid station. 

The men were of the opinion that the French doctors were much more proficient 

-8- 



1111111110L,POINIC 

than the American medical aid men. Their surgical specialists were at the 

forward aid station and diagnosed and treated the men's wounds before evacuating 

them to the rear. 

2. Company L had very little heavy weapons support or communications. Enery 

mortar fire destroyed the telephone wires. 

3. The Company was issued practice mortar ammunition in error but fired it 

anyway. As one man said: 'Me fired everything we could get our hands on." 

4. The 3d platoon and the 81mm mortar forward observer's radios were abandoned 

and evidently captured by the Chinese. Both welerecovered after the battle but 

were damaged beyond repair. 

5. As the wounded were being evacuated to the French aid station in the 

morning, the enemy was placing machine gun fire on the road junction (CS837433) 

from a house in SINCHON (CS843435). Tank fire reduced the enemy strong pant, 

and the vehioles were able to prooeed. 

JOHN YENHA 
1st Lt, Armor 
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HEADQUARTM1S 
Third Battalion, 23rd Infantry 

APO 248, C/0 Postmaster 
San Francisco, California 

2 May 51 

SUBJECT: After Action Report for Period 29 Jan to le Feb 51. 

TO 	: Commanding Officer, 23rd Infantry. 

On 29 Jan 51 Battalion was alerted to move North fast as possible. In as 
much as the movement order was received quite late in the day, it was decided to 
move to the Vic of kunmang-Ni, bivouac for the night and continue to the &assembly 
area the following day. One of the prime factors in making the decision to 
bivouac for the night was the fact that no prior reconnaissance of the river 
could be made and a ford had to be found before a crossing could be affected. 

Ox 30 Jan 51 the Battalion moved to a new assembly area Vic CS8534 and pre-
pare to attack in the morning. The plan of attack was as follows, King Co was to 
cross the LD at 0900 hrs attack and seize the high gnpund on%the right portion of 
the Bs zone of advance, when King co had seized the high ground designated as ob-
jective Able, Item co followed by Love was to move up the valley and seize the high 
ground in the left portion of the sector, designated as objective Baker. Love co 
was then to pass through Item co and seise the high ground forward of the two 
tunnels in the Be sector, designated as objective Charlie. Yike co was to support 
the advance of the Be from positions in the Vie of the road which ran N-S in the 
left portion of the sector. The leading elements were at the LD on time but were 
held up by orders - from Inspire. King crossed the LD finally at 1030 end proceeded 
to their objective with no enemy contact. The advance was slowed down considerably 
by the pigged terrain on the right. The plan of maneuvers was follwwed and Item 
and Love pry:seeded toward their objective. Due to the time factor and approaching 
nightfall it was decided to hold Love company short of their objective and Inspire 
6 ordered the 3rd Bn and French Bus to form a perimeter around the tole tunnels. 
Regimental forward ap moved into the perimeter and the supporting artillery moved 
into firing positions in the vie of the LD. Love co tied in to Frelsch Be on the 
left with Item in the center and King on the right side tied to the)French left. 

At 0440, 1 Feb 51, a riport was received from Love co that a firefight was 
taking place in their 2nd platoon sector, they also reported some mortar fire 
felling into their positions. Shortly afterward Inspire 3 called and reported that 
the French Bn was under attack on their right flak, at the same time King Co 
reported hearing bugles being blown to their front. Indications were that the two 
Bx perimeter was surrounded. 

At 0500 Love co reported an enemy penetration into their right platoon and 
about i hour later Love reported they had been forced to withdraw from the high 
ground, exposing Items left flank. The enemy attack shifted and Item bore the 
brunt of the attack on their exposed left flank till 1500 hours at which time a 
flight of Navy planes name iaand worked over the area to the north of Item. Platoon 
of King was atchd to Item and was used to replace combat losses in Items left 
platoons. At 1000 hours mortar ammunition became critical and during the rest of 
the period it was rationed. The road to the rear was closed off by the enemy and 
ammunition resupply was brought in by air drop later in the day. At approximately 
1600 Love co was ordered to retake the ground lost during the day. Love jumped 
off at 1645 hours and retook the ground with no resistance. Elements of Red Bs 
roved into the perimeter and took up position on the left of Love co. During the 
entire time of the fire fight the French Bx was also under heavy attack both on 
the left side of the perimeter and on the rear of the perimeter. The French lost 
some ground during the day but retook their ground and reestablished their portion 
of the perimeter. After the action had ceased it was found that Item had expended 
23,000 rounds of small arms ammunition killing an estimated 637 CCF. 

On 2 Feb 51, the Regiment with Red battalion leading attacked north along the 
road with the mission of securing Chipyomg-xi. The attack moved with no enemy 
resistance and Chipyong-ni was secured. The Regt moved into a perimeter at Chipyong-
ni and was in position by.  approximately 1700 with the Red Ba on the left of Blue 
and White on the right of Blue. 



On 4 Feb 51, King Co was ordered to send a patrol to hill 506, the patrol 
proceeded without incident until up on nearing the top of hill 506 they came 
under SA & AN fire. The patrol withdrew and mortar fire and arty fire was placed 
on the enemy positions. The following day co I patrolled to hill 503 end found 
the enemy positions unoccupied although activity had been noted there early in the 
morning. The other BNB reported that the enemy had shown some activity during the 
night or in the early morning hours indicating patrol activity by the enemy. The 
following day Love co patrolled to hill 506 and came under fire from the positions 
previously found. The patrol withdrew and mortar and tank fire was placed on the 
positions. Ox 7 Feb 51, Love Co was ordered to make a co size patrol to secure 
hill 506. They succeeded in completing their mission killing 15 to 20 enemy but 
were ordered to withdraw to their positions in the perimeter prior to darkness. At 
0730 the following morning the Bx moved out as a task force to seize hill 444 leaving 
the Co Hqs and Es Hqs in position. Portions of the adjacent Bxs closed over to secure 
our portion of the perimeter during the operation. The mission of the Bn was 
changed at noon to include making contact with the 9th Inf and seizing hill 444 
in coordination with them. Some fire was received by King and Item cos from the 
vic of Saxggonong during the day. The Bn pulled into a perimeter or. the SE slope 
of hill 506 astride the road and moved out the next morning to reach the 9th Inf. 
Baker co was atchd to the Bn to held hill 506 during the operation. All movement 
was across country and was very slow due to the rough terrain. Ammunition and rations 
ware hand carried to the companies. Ox 10 Feb 51 an air drop of rations and &MMUM''' 
itiox was planned but the drop was too far from the companies to be of assistance 
end they were forced to continue the mission with out resupply. King and Love cos 
made contact with the 9th Inf at 1500 that day and coordinated with them to attack 
in the morning. Item co remained on hill 506 to support Love & King Cos advance. 
Item returned to the Chipyong-ni perimeter at 1000 while Love and King Cos returned 
to Bb position in the perimeter. At 1200 the following day after seizing hill 444 
both companies were in poor condition after the operation due to the extreemly cold 
nights and rough terrain they had traveled. 

The 11th and 12th of Feb the cos made limited patrols to the front with xo 
contact. At 2210 12 Feb 51, Able co, on Love Cos left came under attaok and mortar 

',rounds fell ix the vie of Love cos rear. Shortly thereafter the White Bn reported 
tasy co having trouble at the tunnel on the right flank of King oo. From then 
until 0200 a large number of both light and medium mortar rounds hit the Bn positions. 
At 0215 King 6 reported enemy digging in in front of his positions and shortly after-
wards King co came under heavy enemy attack. The attack continued until daylight 
without penetrating the Bn positions although many enemy were killed within 10 feet 
of the holes. During the morning King co swept the front of their positions and 
succeeded in killing a large number of enemy. The day was spent in resupplying 
the cos with ammunition and getting together all available ammunition. An air drop 
was received but it did not include 60 or 81 mortar ammunition. At 2305 King Co 
reported enemy again digging in to their front and in front of Item co and about 
the same time enemy mortar started to fall ix the Mike Co and BA CP areas. The 
enemy again hit Item and King co positions ix force and it was necessary to send a 
squad from Love co to Item co. The attack continued until nearly daylight and then 
subsided. Although the enemy continued to attack ix orther sectors of the perimeter 
they did not attack the Battalion positions again. The enemy suffered an estimated 
1000 casualties in their attempts to storm the Battalion positions although casualties 
in the Battalion were very low. 

A task fosice from the 5th Cav Regt reached the perimeter late in the day and 
forced the enemy to withdraw from his attack positions to the south. When contact 
had been made with the 5th Cav the Regt was ordered to move to positions Vic of 
Woxju. 
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I. INTRODUCTION: 

During the latter part of January 1951, the I Infantry Regiment 

had been occupying defensive positions along 	Corps designated 

Line 3-3, a lateral east-west line running from TONGWOL on the east 

along the YONGWCL - MASAN-NI - UNNAM-NI - 3CUU-NI axis. The Regiment 

had had no enemy contact along its immediate front. In an effort to 

engage the enemy and develop his position, strong reconnaissance 

patrols had been dispatched without meeting serious enemy resistance. 

The Regimental Commander, deciding that his patrol missions mild be 

better accomplished, directed 2d Battalion, X Infantry to move to 

MINUANG-NI and establish a patrol base. This left the defense line 

occupied by 3d Battalion, X Infantry and a UN Infantry Battalion 

attached to X Infantry. The lst Battalion, X Infantry was in reserve. 

On 29 January 1951, a reconnaissance patrol encountered strong 

enemy positions in the tunnels area northwest of SINCHON. The Corps 

Commanding General directed that a combat patrol in force be directed 

against this enemy to furthelf develop his positions and destroy him. 

The Commanding General, Y Infantry Division, at 1200 hours, 36 

January 1951, directed that the X Infantry move to a forward assembly 

area in CHONGSAN and TANGU-RI area and be prepared to attack north at 

0700 hours, 31 January 1951, with the mission of occupying the commnd-

ing terrain in vicinity of the tunnels area and to find and destroy the 

enemy in that area. Identification of the enemy units in that area 

was also strongly desired for intelligence purposes. 

The tunnels area consists of two (2) high ridge lines running 

north and south with a small valley in between. It is through these 

high ridges that railroad tunnels are constructed. The small valley 

is closed at the north by a email east-west ridge completely en-

circled at the south end by Hill 453, !Bich is commanding ground 

overlooking the entire area ,  

C 	 AL 
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The Commanding Officer of X Infantry Regiment decided that he 

would use 3d Battalion and the Uh Battalion in attack echelon, and 

these battalions were directed to move into assembly area near 

CHCNGSAN and TANGU-RI. 1st Battalion, X Infantry, was directed to 

move to ANJONC-DONG, establish a patrol base and conduct patrol 

action north and northwest, maintain contact with rear elements 

of the attacking battalions, and provide security for the bridge 

at VUTANG-NI. 2d Battalion, X Infantry was to occupy positions 

on Defensive Line 3-3. Battalions began moving to their respective 

areas at 1630 hours and all units closed by 2230 hours. (See sketch 

A). 

II. THE ATTACK: 

On the morning of 31 January, attacking Battalions left the for-

ward assembly area at 0600 hours and moved up the valley approximately 

6000 yards to the Line of Departure. The Uh Battalion was placed cn 

the left of the IHO-RI - SINCHON road with a 1000 yard front and 

responsibility for the road itself. The 3d Battalion, X Infantry 

was placed•on the right side of the road with responsibility for a 

2000 yard front. 

The Line of Departure was crossed at the designated time, 090u 

hours. The initial phase of the attack progressed slowly, due 

primarily to the fact that the high ground to the north dominated 

the Line of Departure area. Although no enemy was encountered or 

observed during the morning, heavy mortar and artillery concentra- 

tions were placed on the commanding terrain to insure an uninterrupted 

advance. The attack progressed more rapidly in the afternoon with 

the UN Battalion seizing the commanding ground on Hill 453 at 1300 

hours. With the UN Battalion on this dominating position, the final 

objective was taken without enemy contact at 1815 hours. Occupation 

and organization of the high ground surrounding the tunnels area 

commenced immediately and continued through the night. The Gommanding 

Officer, X Infantry, would have preferred not to occupy Hill 453, 

C MOMISOPP.9 113 L 
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because of the extreme limit to which it stretched the perimeter, 

but because of its commanding position he found it necessary to 

poet a company from the UN Battalion on it. This left same large 

gaps in the perimeter, particularly one of 500 yards between I and 

L Companies in the northeast sector. 

From these positions no enemy was observed during the night 

until 0450 hours on 1 February. At that time, the enemy launched 

an attack of regimental size against the I and L Company positions. 

This enemy regiment penetrated the gap between I and L Companies in 

an attack accompanied by bugle calla and various other noises. I 

Company was forced to withdraw from its flank positions, but 

counterattacked fiercely to restore its position and extend its 

lines to close the gap. (See sketch B). 

The UN Battalion, on the southwest sector, was also attacked at 

0600 hours by elements of another enemy regiment. By 1000 hours the 

enemy had employed this entire regiment against the UN Battalion and 

was attempting to seize Hill 453. CCF reached the top of the hill 

by 1020 hours, but a hand to hand counterattack by the UN troops 

drove them off. These coordinated attacks against I and L Companies 

in the northeast and against the UN Battalion's troops in the west 

and southwest continued throughout the morning. (See sketch C). At 

1205 hours the enemy had seized a high rocky hill on the northwest 

of the perimeter and emplaced a machine gun to bring fire on the 

Regimental CP and trains location. The UN Battalion's 3d Company, 

to the left of this enemy machine gun, deployed on the crest of the 

ridge and under cover of supporting recoilless rifle and tank fire 

attacked the enemy position. The attack was successful and the lines 

were restored. The enemy attacks, same of the most savage yet 

encountered, consisted almost entirely of amall arms fire and mortar 

fire. 

At the first indications that the enemy was attacking in strength, 

the Commanding Officer of X Infantry Regiment ordered the 1st Battalion 

to close its patrol base at ANJONG-DONG and join the forward echelon. 
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2d Battalion was ordered to maintain patrol base previously 'main-

tained by the 1st Battalion. The Commanding General, Y Infantry 

Division, ordered Q Infantry Regiment to furnish one (1) battalion 

to occupy X Infantry sector on Line 3-3. 

In the early afternoon hours the situation reached a crisis. 

With the enemy's strongest points of attack still against I and L 

Companies in the northeast, and against the 1st and 2d Companies 

of the UN Battalion in the northwest and southwest, the prob- 

ability of holding these positions became doubtful. Ground haze, 

Which had obscured the target area during the morning hours, 

lifted at noon and the friendly forces received their first air 

strikes of the day. The remainder of the afternoon continued 

clear, and a total of 24 fighter sorties were brought against the 

three main enemy spearheads. These in conjunction with intense 

mortar and artillery fire succeeded in driving the enemy off the 

high ground around the perimeter. By 1800 hours the enemy attacks 

subsided and he withdrew beyond small arms range. The 1st Battalion, 

fran reserve, closed in the perimeter at 1800 hours. Companies A 

and C occupied the northern sector, allowing the 3d and UN Battalions 

to regroup and occupy more favorable positions. Campany B was attach-

ed to the 	Field Artillery Battalion to provide local security for 

its positions 1000 yards to the south. 

No further enemy contact was reported during the night of 1 

February, the enemy having withdrawn fran the perimeter area. During 

the twelve-hour action the two friendly battalions suffered a total 

of 225 casualties, the UN Battalion having the most with 125. 

Casualties inflicted on the enemy were estimated at 3600 dead and an 

unknown number of wounded. The I Infantry Regiment remained in 

these defensive positions during the day and night of 2 February with-

out further eneny contact. 

CIPIMMIPHOW 
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III. COMBAT NOTES AND LESSONS: 

UN air power makes movement of UN Forces relatively secure 

during daylight hours in good weather. This fact should be 

exploited by moving forces to objectives during daylight. 

Selection of strong terrain and organization of defensive 

positions and fires is mandatory for overnight stops. 

Proper application of UN Forces' great advantages in ground 

fires and tactical air support present fighting power with which 

the enemy cannot successfully compete. 

The enemy can be forced 14) expose his forces to the destructive 

power of UN artillery and tactical air by well planned, aggressive, 

limited objective action against areas vital to his security and 

future operations. 

Continuation of aggressive patrolling and well protected 

advances of battalion and regimental size units is indicated. Such 

actions should be designed to force the enemy to fight in order that 

he may be subjected to the destructive fires of artillery and tact- 

ical air. 

Only by forcing the enemy to disclose his location and to expose 

himself to UN fire power can his plans and logistical build up for 

future operations be seccessfully disorganized and disrupted. 

The Commanding Officer of Infantry Regiment, with his command, 

applied well the principles taught in our Field Service Regulations 

and Lessons learned in the campaigns against the enemy forces in 

KOREA. His successful operation in this instance has had far reach-

ing effect in speeding up the deployment of United Nations Forces to 

the north from their previous location, as his advanced position 

formed an arch supporting operations from the south, southeast and 

to the east. Further, his location formed a strong blocking shoulder 

against enemy forces from the northwest and north. 
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SKETCH A SHOWING 

PLAN OF ATTACK 

FOR X INF, 31 JAN 

Scale 1:50,000 
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COWAN "Fy 23i mum at 	"ROME PATROL° 

Om 28 January a patrol from Ocipamy 	23rd Iafantry Mimeo% with 

Davy weapons troll CoPPagr 141! moved out from 3rd Battalion, 23rd Infantry 

to patrol the area north of the 1106.•0-I0JU road. Tbia patrol eonsisting 

of aims officer and lb enlisted men and five jeeps passed tiro ugh ANHION-DONO 

lem&Jaemied up the road to tne west. The jeeps were well spaced and tne 

patrol was operating smoothly, having been up the same road the day before. 

Ar the patrol moved around a curve, not expecting an ambush since the spot 

was not ideal, the first indications of an ambush was a rifle snot which was 

heard by the patrol leader. The patrol leader immediately gave the a/dial to 

(Amount. Before this could be acoompliehed the enemy Rimmed fire from 3 

sided, with small arms fire ann automatic weapons fire. This firing killed 

6 enlisted men; then the omen estimated to be 200 men charged the patrol. 

The officer and 7 enlisted MOD were taken prisoners with one enlisted man 

seeming to the hills. 

Patrol number 5 , anctner patrol from 3rd Battalion, consisting of one 

officer and 2i ealieted an was in the vicinity of tne amousned patrol. 

patrol number 5 heard firing and proceeded to investigate. Enroute to 

investigate the firisto  patrol nu ► er 5 carne upon Ale man from tag ambushed 

patrol being abated by 10 meimr. Patrol number 5 attaeked this saw dis.;ersed 

and killed unknown number thus rescuing the man from the ambushed patrol. 

patrol number 5 went further is search of the ambushed patrol, but encounter es 

norm *new fire. patrol number 5 eithdrew Ann requested farther orders. 

The Regimental Commander, 23rd Infantry Regiment, Colonel Freassa s 

 fearing that patrol number 5 would also run into serious trouble, ordered 

Lieutenant Colonel adwards, Commencing Officer, 2d Battalion, 23rd Infant/7 

to dispatch one rifle company to rescue the ambushed patrol and vehicAsn. 

LJAUUMICIA Colonel Edwards gave this mission to Company "F" commandea 

by Captain Tyrrell reinforced with one section of Light Machine Guns. 

Captain Tyrrell organised his company for this mission and moved out from 

the 2d Battalion, 23rd Infantry area near KOEJONO at 1500. 



Company sr proceeded to MAIMA(GPO by Tobias, disnenated, and 

proceeded on foot toward objective. Company mr ,  Grossed the river 

northeast of NANNAMPO by using the railroad bridge and traveled along 

high ground east of the road, with one platoon guideing on the rond and the 

remaining platoons echeloned right. When the leading platoon reached 

high ground, southnest of 011A140)3 they observed smell groups of snow/ on 

high ground 1000 yards to the north. When the leading platoon, travelling 

along high ground, reached a point 1300 yards northwest of CHOK-TDNO it morbid 

automatic weapons fire (believed to be .50 caliber) from a position about 

500 yards to the north. Thiel *hew weapon was fired on by Oempesy 1111  and 

the enemy was dispersed. 00101W, "Iv also observed 40 to 50 enemy moving off 

high ground about 1000 yards to the northeast, 

Company "F" continued on its mission -Lad reached the ambushed area. 

They found the bodies of 8 anerioanAolAiers and in the same general area 

also found the five 1/4 ton vehteles. Upon searching the area 00MWANY $11" 

found one wounded member of the ambushed patrol. Company #1 41  recovered the 

wounded man, the 8 bodies and five vehicles. In addition they discovered two 

spots where the enemy had buried .30 ealibee,and .50 caliber amontition. This 

ammunitipa was recover. One of tie recovered*Cioles had to be abandoned on 

the return march when it ran out of oil and had • flat tire. Company Kr' returned 

to the patrol Paso at KOEJONG arriving at 2015. 

The wounied man was questioned Wills la the 2d Nattalica aid station and 

stated that when the enemy rushed dawn the hill that he was hit is the leg and 

manage4 to get into a ditch anti than he was found by the enemy and taken to 

a village where a North Korean searcnod him and asked him if he had a watch. 

When the North Korean found out he didn't have a watch he shot him with a 

burp gun wounding him in the chant And arm and then left him behind thinkimi 

him' to be dead. This wounded man alno gave the information as to how the 

patrol was ambushed. 



COMPANY "F" 23RD INFANTRY MDINENT "RESCUE PATROL" 

On 28 January a patrol from Company "K" 23rd Infantry Regiment with 

heavy weapons from Company IIM" moved out from 3rd Battalion, 23rd Infantry 

to patrol the area north of the WONJU-YOJU road. This patrols  consisting  

of one officer/  end 16 enlisted men and five jeeps./  passed through ANHYONDO 

and headed up the road to the west. The jeeps were well spaced and the 

patrol was operating smoothly, having been up the same road the day before. 

Wi,444A00/0000/0000/4/000 TO first indication of an ambush was 

a rifle shot heard by the patrol leader. He immediately gave the signal 

to dismount, but before this could be accomplished the enemy opened fire 

from 3 aides with small arms and automatic we9pons fire. This initial 

burst of fire killed 8 enlie6d men. The enemy force estimated to be 

200 men then charged the patrol. Only one man wow 11411eltrYesaapill to 

the hills; tue patrol leader and the remaining 7 men were captured. 

Another patrol of 1 officer and 24 men, also from 3d Battalion, 

was operating in the same general area. This patrol, designated as rum44/0- -).--  

05, beard the firing and proceeded to investigate. While enroute to 
investigate the firing, they came uponlone man from the ambushed patrol 

being chased by 10 enemy. Patrol number 5 attacked this enemy, dispersed 

and killed an unknown number, and rescued the mem from the ambushed patrol. 

patrol j15 	toward the scene of the ambush, but encountered !Leavy ";4:ntin 

enemy fire, after which it withdrew and requested further orders. 

The Regimental Commander ordered CO 2d Battalion to dispatch one rifle 

Company to rescue the ambushed patrol and its vehicles. The mission was 
Th.e 

passed to Company F Commanded by Captain Tyrrell. ‘i Sompany 04 was reinforced 

with one section of light Machine Guns and after organizing moved out of the 

area near KOICJI:}NSJT150. 

Company "F" proceeded to MANNANCIP4by vehicle, dismounted, and 

proceeded on foot toward its objective, crossing the river northeast 

of MANNANOPO by using the railroad bridge and traveling along the high 

ground east of the road. One platoon was guiding on the road and the 

remaining platoons were eCheloned,r101. When the leading platoon reached 
(O.s003,y.L4f 

high ground, southwest of CRAKIONOp 	observed small groups of enemy on 

high ground 1000 yards to the nor* Wnen the leading platoon, travelling 

along high ground, reached a point 1300 yardsi r of CW-TONCItit 

received automatic weapons fire (believed to be 50 caliber) fron# position 

about 500 yards to the north. The crew of this enemy weapon was dispersed 

3‘414tic 
( Sr* 



2143043.  The use ot74be Echelon Right eemmelbeem by the 'F' Company 

Commander offered him the following advantages: (a) Maximum protection 

toward the flank which he considered most vulnerable, (b) Flexebility 

of all platoons to fire forward, (c) the abilty to fire in strength in 

any direction, and (d) the maximum of control consistent with other 

requirements. 



adequate S UMW, 	unit's sec ity nadequate. 

to Po4e4-41. 

by the return fire. 40 to 50 enemy were also observed moving off high 

ground about 1000 yards to the northeast. 

Company 6F 6 , continued on its mission and reached the ambush area, 

where they found the bodies of e American soldiers. In the sane general 

area they also found the five 1/4 ton vehicles. Upon searching the area 

Company 'F' found one wounded member of the ambushed patrol, who was 

recovered together with the e bodies and five vehicles. In addition they 

discovered two spots where the enemy had buried .10 caliber and . 5 1 

caliber ammunition, which was recovered. On the return trip one of the 

recovered vehicles had to be abandoned when it ran out of oil and had 
CCS 1 ,-2 0 

a flat tire. 'orvany "?' arrived at xmorlwit 2015. 

The wounded man from the ambushed patrol was questioned while in the 

:rd Battalion aid station and stated that when the enemy rushed down the hill 

that he was hit in the leg, but managed to get into a ditch. re was found 

by the enemy and taken to a village where a North Korean searched him asking 

for a watch. When the North Korean found out he didn't have a watch he shot 

him with a burp gun wounding him in the chest and arm, and then left him 

behind thinkin> him dead. This wounded man also gave the information as to 

how the patrol was ambushed. 

Crlee". teee", A--e-%.4 	 2R1TWE 

pO41141. Spacing of the vehicles :  

The comment in the report that the 'vehi 

valid in-as-much as the patrol was wiped out. 

tense against aircraft, artillery And mortar 

lakiia-particular protection against deployed 

Iles ware well spaced" is not 
,9ecor'.4 -y 
IlWapplies/to passive de_ 

N4 art 

fire. nil) spacing of vehicles 

infantry troops considering the 

capabilities of flat tragectory infantry weapons. 

ArJA Solution few. 

Movement by bounds where a siz,Able portion of the connand is always in 

position to cover by fire the advancet moving echelon. 
Cce 

?041110?. AAR .- nine Prineiples of War  asiemiWPOWIte-ImmW 

rdless of size) have been wiped out t• ough fai 	 vide !tatty "its (re 
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