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e 8th Ce At the

d tuated as fo ¢ Ist Battal

18 » 084422563 2nd Battalion = as stated
*ding the mountain pass between Yonpung, DRI168,

Thailand Battalion (attached) - DR3151. :

. proven :an effective weapon against the CCF on

5. of the lst -Battalion. Realizing the importance of v

denee instilled in the -individual soldier, 5th Cave

ley of maintaining all bayonets "razor sharp". Take |
ns learned from the attack on hill 312, lst Bat-
weapon and econducted an on-the«spot !

Battalién‘
gs DRZ2065;

1y Onet had b

-reportedly bullding up in front of the

: valry Division right flank. To assist in
settor, Task Force Crombez was organized on 4

th Oavalry, was released the following day and ‘

i . the proposed mission was canceled during the :

. Bth Cavalry began preparations to relieve

fthe.enemy
:3rd Batt

alry resumed the attack north through 8th Cavalry !
p rs moved fo ward rapidly. As the attack continued
ce ffened, particularly north of Pabalmak.. Phage

W ‘ and the Cavalrymen moved on toward FPhase line H. Whnile
thiis dpive, the lst valry Division boundary was changed and the 29th
itish Brigaede relieved the Regiment in position on 12 February. During
e night, orders were received for movement to Yoju, €88220.
6th Cavalry moved on 13 February to an assembly area in viecilnity of
JusOrders were received from IX Corps to displace across the Han River to
otect the Corps right flank.The following day while enroute,the orders
'ere changed.Instead, the Regiment would drive north and contact the 23rd
nfantry RCT, then surrounded by the CCF in Chilpyong«ni, CS798478. The adw
vance continued to the town of Hupo-ri, C8767346, and a special task force
was. organized., ' ) _ : , : -
Phe 15th day of February 1951 proved to be an eventful period for the "Fly-
ing Column" Regiment. As the battalions moved farward repidly from Huposri,
 "ask Force Crombez",composed of Company "L",5th Cavalry, Company "D", 6th
'k Battalion, and two platoons, Company A, 70th Hv Tk Bne., departed from
- (1845 hours) Regimental positions to crash itsg way through an estimated 2000

& D Wwas o

4

i !

. CCP deployed along the route to Chipyong=-ni. Enduring e continuous assault ﬁ
by an enemy utillizing small arms, sutomatic Weapons, mortdar, 2,36 RL and, g
345 RL flre, pole and satchel charges, the task force reached the beleaguered

- 23rd Infantry RCT econcurrently with a strong Chinese attack on their posi- |
. Utlons.Bitter fighting wa in progress.Task Force Crombez charged the CCF wh
rapldly abandoned their positions to flee across the mountalns. Four days o
heavy fighting by foot 00ps would have been required to & npld i bh

- Task Force Crombez completed in only one hour and fifteen minutes.
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~ ;ery, secursd theyenemy strong-
dinated attacks of the war., Cavalry-
gach air strike that troops were re-

ry and “ontinue the attack north was cbanged.

é patrolling was initisted instead. Whnile in this

s number of mines damaging several tanks whieh
, There were indieations that the enemy was

o the northeast. However, only delaying and haras-
; 6d the rugged ground to the north. Patrols en-

v 'forces in the seector daily but units recelved no i

im. d until 28 February when the fourth drive north
the right bcundary line was altered., As
the: 68 On the last
A, A ery voll@ys were eneOuntePed, Altbough not re- i
large amounts, it appeared tha% enemy opposition would Ranclude
,ar~1llery in the. future. . - '
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adquart-

n (=) =
2nd thta-

o Yagu (@m tha mave wh en the Regimomt
gited belww)

IE ‘the late aftarmaan,vtne alert wa.s nrderad exe~

compogsed of the thres srganie battalienms, Med—
"al, 8th Emgimeer (¢) Battalism; Cempany "A",
G@mpamy "p", 6th Tk Battalion; 6lst FA Batta-
a Armared,Ar lery Battalimn, was ergarized. A Regimental for-
and a1l units exeest the tws Artillery Battallens moved durlng
t saeress the Han River t® the vieinity of Hupe-ri (CS 767346).

r elements @lﬁsad inte pasitisns in vi@iaity of Yeoju.

-

mme nts by the Commander: The regiment moved t.hroughout the night wiﬁhout
incident and was halted by a by-pass and bridge which requlred about two hours work.




e Bk & MIINI AN ARILP

Authority TBH| )
By%@NARA Date O/ |4/10

] lst“Battaliom, ﬁbe uﬁit moved on
dug in fer the might (1600 heurs).
agssembly area ta sut post the ridge-

rg enroute to eontast the 23rd Imfantry
ee was composed of Comwany D, 6th Tank
‘A, T0th Heavy Tank Batta;ian,\amd Comp~
wing 1s an-aecount »f its aetivity - -

_TASK FORCE CROMBEZ .

led by Celenel Marcel G. Crembez, Commanding

lry Reglment, dreve a five mlle wedge through an

28 treeps te relisve the besieged 23rd Infantry RET: -
8

'*Fl ng Oolumn" Regiment, and twenty-three tamks, -
ook like huge tigars, from "D" Company of the 6th
platoons from "A" Cempany of the 7Oth Heavy Tank
ez esmmanded from one of the lead tanks.

‘under way at 1545 hoeurs, Task Ferece C(rembez

n fire frem strongly dug-in enemy. pssit%“"

ire intensifled to imelu@e_markars,
*s, pole and satehel charges,
¢ Crombez te halt and slug it eut
ostimatad that ‘this tasgk fare@fk

) a-betweem 500

vand 7@@ Chineses :
o Centaet with the:
gpsyeholagisally the r

t~-0off R@T 3
“moment: as the Chines
led 23rd Imfantry
y had penetrated th Iy v
5. positiens. .

_ﬁl.arsmbez d. redieed the eontained friemdly faree of m1s

was mada at 1700 heurs, This was

rere laumehimg a  :strong
Bltter fighting was

red 2 ' 1 Do

d.by Celonel Marsel G, Crembez, departed

was eomposed of "L" Company of the Fifth Cavalry Regi-
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smg img-m p@si‘bims, i*b would have taken:
.t trseps to accomplish what Task Foree

" (stamped) ¢
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to bring up the supply train and
ructions and joired I Co riding the

A Regimental forward CP was established at CS 7813&5 but a heavy concentration

of enemy mortar fire forced its displacement about 1900 hours to CS 763366. Headquartersz

Company and the Medical Company joined the Regiment in this assembly area for the
night,

Comments by the Commander: I organized and personally took the Task Force to
Chipyong-ni. Immediately prior to my departure I had radioed the CO (Lt Col Childs)
of the 23rd RCT that we were about to take off. Lt Col Childs requested we come

up immediately with or without the supply train, I decided to break through with
the Task Force, tanks only, and have the supply train brought up later. I had made
plans with Colonel Treacy for him to bring up the supply train for the 23d Infantry
with an escort of two tank platoons and two rifle platoons when the supply road was -

cleared of the enemy and safe to proceed thereon, and had instructed Colonel Treacy to ..

await my instructions by radio when I deemed the road safe as to travel, he never-
theless, unknown to me, joined L Company with the tanks. . :

Near the small village of Koksu-ri,: the Task Force came under intense enemy
small arms fire, the tanks stopped, and some.of the Infantry were forced to dismount
from the tanks, Colonel Treacy, who had been operating a machine gun on his tank,
was one of these, . : g o

" 4 wounded -soldier, Corporal Carroll G. Everist, ER 57505846 of Company "L" states
that when the tanks moved on, that he, some other members of his company and Colonel’
Ireacy were captured by the Chinese; that Colonel Treacy was very slightly wounded,
and that Colonel Treacy carried him (Corporal Everist) on his back to a near-by
village where they were questioned by their captors, The Chinese recognized Colonel
Treacy's rank and treated him with the respecb due him,

While we were approachlng the pass I radioed to my operations officer to hold
the supply train until further orders from me personally. I further stated that _
the going was too rough, we were having tough slugging and that the supply train
would. not get through.

The last 4% miles to Chipyong-ni we encountered constant enemy fire, small arms,
automatic weapons fire, mortar, bazooka 2.36 and some 3.5; fanatical Chinese attempted
with pole and satchel charges to stop the tanks. The bow gunner in my tenk killed
off two 2 36 bazooka crews,

We hit them at the most psychologlcal moment while another enemy force was
launching an attack on the 23rd Inf RCT attempting to drive the 23rd RCT from the
south to the north. The enemy group on the ridges along both sides of the mountain
row from Koksu~-ri to Chipyong-ni had been carefully emplaced with the forethought
of preventing any troops coming to the rescue of the 23rd RCT. Judging by the
bazooke crews the enemy had carefully planned a firm defense of the road. However,
the Chinese were decisively defeated and crushed. This fact is borne out by the
fact as proven later that all enemy forces withdrew during the night.
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86399 (1045 hours).
5 hours)

123
wWer en’ sent approximately 1500 yards.
t, came Company C te sweep threugh Oktse
_ 555 heurs, patrels frem Company 4 return-
Bat n then elosed inte a perimeter (1700 heurs) seuth-
206 -3t €S 782413,

‘high greund in vieinity of CS 759406. These areas were found te
pled by the enemy. Unlts .eof White Battalien moved as Follews:
F - secursd €S _

(1340 hsurs), then te high greund nerth
rs); Company B - meved to CS 760413 and
‘The 2nd Battalion CP meved to a new area
u-ri where the Battalien eglesed for the night.
tt meved frem CS 765365 (1100 heurs) te an assembly

a at C8 765393. Upsn arrival, a patrol was sent 1,000 yards mortheast
»f thelr pesitlens (1300 heurs) but submitted a negative repert. The

lue Battallon elesed in fer the night in the vieinity of CS 765376 (at
00 heurs). o ‘ :

During the entire day's operatien, no enemy were econtacted. The
1d, rapld dash -of Task Ferse Crombez Wa@ erushed and deeisively beaten
8 large CCF whe ha: Ly abandoned their welllwrepared posit lens,
o Under 5th Cavalry esnbtrel, a Supply Train, ineluding 26 23wten
ucks, 19 ambulances, and essdrted by tanks and troepers, departed from
gimental positiens for the 23rd Infantry ; Y The ¢ envoy arrived
-uneventfully at 1ts destinatisn (1620 heurs). " On its return, wounded
-persennel were evasusted to the rear. ' :
. Effective 0800 hours, the 5th Cavalry reverted to e2ntrel of 1lsgt.
Cavalry Divisienm.

-

Cemments by the Cemmander: In view of the tough going the previeus day I had
decided to retwrn with all tenks bare, I assembled the group wWhen the weather
-appeared to clear up and sbated that I would not take any lers back riding the
tanks unless they volunteered, including the engineer ctedting crews. No one
volunteered. Snow had fallen during the course of the: .ng to a depth of about
three inches making tank e detection, if mines had beén placed during the night,
most diffieult, Air cover was requested, An artillery liaison plane hovered.upstairs.
The artillery had been instructed to use V.T. fuse on our return trip since theére
would be no riders on the tanks, On the return trip, which was made after the:
‘snowstorm cleared, no. ememy were seen, not a single shot was.fired. This conclusively
‘proved that the enemy was decisively beaten and withdrew, ' '

ht £lank by

and contisued to .

talion patrels were dispatehed to Keksu-ri (GS 778414), CS768-.
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‘overlay of
> Companies),
d-out to the
~were slighted
ive ¢, ©3813-

. to the northwest, Pat-
8793449, passing through
object lve E at 1200 hours,
430 hours. The 1lat Battalion
ty of Kwangyang. ~ ‘
fols t 0800 hours, moving forward with-
©8761442 at 1030 hours, still going
trols to the northj and Company F
along the ridgeline north and north-
ed contact with elements of the 234
478, at 1130 hours. As E Combeny patrols
thin 200 yards of the crest), small arms,
nades rained down on the troopers. The patrol
ire wag directed on the hi1ll mass. Results could
Battalion assembled for the night in the vicinity

3rd Battalion visited hill 482 (CS801399), but
d. Company I was used to provide security for
on units.. ' ' :
posed of 1 platoon of tanks, 70th Hv Tk Battalion,
nd. - 1 & R Platoon, was dispatched (1100 hours) to contact
- elements Of the 218t Infantry on the left flank. The patrol hit a mine
© + fleld on a lateral road leading southwest of Koksu-ri (CS760409). Company
© A, Bth Engineer (C) Battalion, meking the investigation of this ares, re-
© ported a total of - mines, type M-7, lald in a straight line across
. the rosd, two of w h were blown by an I & R jJeep.Up to this time, of all
~mines found in the area, none were found on the MSR. (See Annex G for
“mines found and placed in the area.) o : : ' .
‘ - Unlt changes for the day were; 92d Artillery Battalion - relieved
. from attached to 5th Cayalry (0800 hours); 70th Hv Tk Battalion less B
- and C Companles - attached to the Regiment (0800 hours). The unit then
- moved to CS747367; 234 Infantry RCT -~ placed under operational control
"of 5th Cavalry (1200 hours). Plans were formulated t0 codrdinate the
withdrawal of the 23rd Infantry RCT during the afternoon.

\ Comments by the Commander: The enemy had definitely withdrawn élong our entire’
" front. : S '
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