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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

FAR EAST COMMAND
Military History Section, Special Staff

11 January 1952

SUBJECT: Transmittal of After-Action Interview

TO: Chief, Military History Section
119 D Street, N, E,
Washington, D, C,
ATTENTION: Capt. Fussell A, Gugeler

In complience with par 3 b (1), Ltr Department of the Mrmy, AGAO-
CS 314.7 (3 Aug 51)HIS dated 9 August 1951, the followilg original cony
of one (1) Historical Interview submitted by Headquarters, Eighth United
States Army (EUSAK) is forwarded herewith:

CHIP'YONG-NI
FOR THE CHIEF, MILITARY HISTORY SECTION
AMES M. MILLER

Lt Colonel, Inf
Executive Officer

1 Inel
as listed above




Military History Section, Special Staff

11 Januery 1952
SUNECT: Trensmittal of After-Action Interview

TO;: Chief, Military History Seetion
119 D Street, N, E,
Washington, D. C.
ATTENTION: Capt. Fussell A, Ougeler

In compliance with par 3 b (1), Ltr Department of the Army, AGAO-
CS 314.7 (3 Aug 51)HIS dated 9 August 1951, the following original copy
of one (1) Historical Interview submitted by Headgquarters, Eighth United
States Army (EISiX) 18 forwarded herewith:

CHIP'YONG-NI

FOR THE CHIRP, MILITARY HISTOFY SECTION

1 Inesl JAMES M, MILLER
as listed above Lt Colonel, Inf
Exegutive Officer
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Lth Historical Detachment
APO 301

28 November 1951

SUBJLLT: Set of Interviews: Company G, <3d Infantry Regiment

TO: Commanding Officer
Gighth Army Historical Service Detachment (Provisional)

l. In accordance with Memorandum, HQ, sighth Army Historical
Service Uetachment (Prov) dated 9 October 1951, this officer contacted
the commanding officer, 3d Historical Detachment, and relieved him of
the responsibility of preparing a set of interviews on Company G, 23d
Infantry Regiment, at CHIP'YONG-NI from 13 to 15 February 1951,
knclosed is the set of interviews,

2¢ The original request of the Chief, Military History Section,
GHY, FEC, to the Army Historian stated, “Capt Gugeler would like to get
the Infantry action and particularly Lt Heath's estimate of the effectivenses
of the Artillerymen in the defense of their own perimeter, and his
appraisal of the action and leadership of a Capt Elledge.,"

3. On 17 October this officer contacted HU, Z3d Iniantry Regiment,
and learned that lst Lt Thomas Heath, formerly commanding officer of
Company G, had been killed i'}.-_i‘:t‘im' 22 September 1951. Consequently,
a substantial portion of the”0f this action was secured from lst Lt
Paul J McGee, 3d Platoon Leader, Company G.

). Following is the particular information Capt Gugeler wished to
know. This information should be used in conjunction with the enclosed
interview study. Capt Carl F Haberman, who at the time of the action
was 4th Platoon Leader, Company G, volunteered the following: Capt
John £lledge did a superior job in leading small groups of men from
Battery B, 503d Field Artillery Battalion, in defense of the perimeter.
However, other officers and non-comuissioned officers in Battery B failed
to show the same spirit and few enlisted men from the batiery fought on
their own initiative without Capt Llledge's leadership, Capt Haberman
made one visit to a squad tent in the Battery B position on the second
night of fighting and, although the tent was filled with able-vodied
artillery men, he was unable to get ¢ single volunteer to climb the hill,

lst Lt Paul J McGee stated that at 2350 nours, i February, fifteen
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men from Battery B climbed the hill and arrived at his platoon. ilhen
these men were taken under enemy fire all but three departed. McGee also
stated that on February when his compeny, assistea by the Rangers and
Company F, was cuonterattacking, he had about ten Artillerymen with his
platoon., He further stated that he was unable to get these Artillerymen
to move forward with his platoon wnen his company attacked.

Lt McGee was bitter concerning the action of the Artillerymen. He
also was critical of the action of M/Sgt dmory S Toth, commanding the lst
Platoon, who stayed in a rear CP during the action and he criticized the
failure of the company wire corporal to restore comminications to his
platoon. McGee felt that the company comuander, who at the time was on
Ré&fl, and a clique of key non-coms had been running the company prior
to the attack in a partial fashion, The key non-coms remained in the
rear when the fighting of tnis action occured,

Lol C Hlloms —
BOWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty

Commanding
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4th Historical Detachment
APO 301

<8 November 1951
SUBJALT: Set of Interviews: Company G, <3d Infantry Hegiment

T0: Commanding Officer
idghth Army Historical Service Detachment (Provisional)

l. In accordance with Memorandum, HQ, sighth Army Historical
Service Vetachment (Frov) dated 9 October 1951, this officer contacteu
the commanding officer, 3d Historical Detachment, and relieved him of
the responsibility of preparing a set of interviews on Company G, Z3d
Infantry Regiment, at CHIP'YONG-NI from 13 to 15 February 1951.
Gnclosed is the set of interviews,

Ze The original request of tLhe Chief, Military lilstory Section,
GiHyy FEC, to the Army Historian stated, "Capt Gugeler would like to get
he Infantry action and particularly Lt Heath's estimate of the effectivene:
aof the Artillervmen in the defen®@ of their oun crlincter, anu nis
appraisal of the actlion and leaucrship of a Cupt slleuge,."

3. On 17 October this offlcer contacted He, Iu lniantry wepinsnt,
and learned that lst It Thomas Heath, formerly comaunuing officer of
Company G, had been killed action, 22 September 1y5l. Conseguently,
a substantial portion of the this action was secured from lst 1t
Faul J McGee, 3d Flatoon Leader, Company G

Le Pollowing is the particular informstion Capt Gugeler wished to
know, This information should be used in conjunction with the enclosed
interview study. Capt Carl F Habermsn, who at the time of the aetion
was 4th FPlatoon Leader, Company G, volunteered the followings Capt
John dlledge did a superior job in ieading small groups of uwen from
Battery B, 503d Field Artillery Battalion, in defense of the perimeter.
However, other officers and non-commissioned officers fin-Battery B'failed
to show the same spirit and few enlisted men frém the battery fought on
their own initiative without Capt slledge's leadership, Capt Huberman
made one visit to a squad tent in the Battery B posit on the second
night of fighting and, although the temt was filled with able-todied
artiilery men, he was unable to get o single volunteer to climb the hill,

1st it raul J McGee stated that at <350 nours, 1, February, fifteen
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men from Battery B climbed the hill and arrived at his platoon, when
these men were taken under enemy fire all but three departed, uoGee also
stated that on February when his company, assisted by the iangers and
Company F, was cuonterattacking, he had about ten Artillerymen with his
platoon. He further stated that he was umable to get these Artillerymen
to move forward with his platoon when his comparny atiacked,

It McGee was bitter comcerning the action of the Artillerymen, He
also was critical of the action of M/Sgt smory S Toth, comn:ndin: the lst
Platoon, who stayed in a rear CP during the action and he criticised the
fallure of the company wire corporal to restore commnications to his
platoon, McGee felt that the company com-ander, who at the time was on
R&R, and a cligque of key non-coms had bsen running the company prior
to the attack in a partisl fashion, The key non-coms remained in the
rear when the fighting of tnis action occured,

SUWARD C WILLIAMON
Capt Arty
Commanding
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REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMEOL SURIECT
DAMH-HSG Request for Review of Classification of Documents
E CHT 1
T panG-ASR-S FROM  Dam-ms PATE 1 ¢ i
i FORRESTAL BLDG TEMPO ABC Miss Zeidlik/dm/31234

Mr. Roy Appleman requested that we submit the following documents for possible
regrading to UNCLASSIFIED.

a. Breaking the Hongchon Defense Line, March 1951 (8-=5.1A, BA 30) CONFIDENTIAL.
b. Hwachon Dam (8-5.1A, BA 34) CONFIDENTIAL.

c. CHIP'YONG-NI: Defense of South Sector of 23d Regimental Combat Team Perimcter
by Company G, 13-15 February 1951 (8-5.1A, BA 74) CONFIDENTIAL.

d. Activities of 3d TMRS Initial Phase = Withdrawal from Pyongyang (8-5.1A, 2A 77
CONF'IDENTIAL.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

S Do

4 Incl ALTER L. MCMAHON
as Colonel, Infantry
Chief, Historical
Services Division

DAAG-ASR-S (18 Sep 73) (73103)
SUBJECT: Request for Review of Classification of Documents (U)

T0: DAMH-HSG FROM: DAAG DATE:;! 1 OCT B3 oy
Tempo "C" FOR BG Mr. Abb/318L47

The four attached documents have been regraded UNCLASSIFIED. There is no objection
to their release.

FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL3:

4. FM

L Incl R. W. HAMPTON
ne Colonel, AGC
Dir of Admin Sves
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1 MNarrative neport
CHLIP'IUBG-NL: Lvefense O1 Lne Soulh sector ol <J4 aegilmenval
vombat ieam rerimeter by Company Gj 13-15 rebruary 1951

After the “Iwin Tunnels" operation, the 25d negimental .ombat ieam,
<0 v S5 infantry wivision, contimied the attack to the pattered key
communication center of ULHLK'IUMs-ul (LOBOLS,) which was secureda auring thne
late arternoon on 3 retruary 1951, 10 have formed a perimeter on tne six
niiis wnich aominate the terrain around CHIP'YUNG-NL Woula have required
more troops than were available to combat team commander .ol raul J
Freeman. Therefore, he established a perimeter on lower, less desirable
ground, placing the battalions around the town in a clock-liike fashion;
the 1st battalion generally held the nortiwest sector, the 3d pattalion
the northeast and east sector, the 2d Battalion the soutn sector, ana the
rrench pattalion the west sector. 1he regimental reserve, composed of
Company 5 and the lst nanger vompany, was rendévoused behind the lst
Battalion. ihe weather was cold and snow lay on the grmnd.l

Company «, commanded by lst Lt Thomas Heath, held the 500 yard right
flank arc of the 2d pattalion sector, tying in with the rrench battalion
at the MSE on the west and with vompany i in a rice paddy on the east.
rieath's CP was located in a small Korean mt fifty yards east ol the MSR.
Communication wire was laid to the platoons which were generally 150 .
yardas to tne south. laking aavantage ol the steep (south) slope of a small
group of nills six mnared yaras south of tne town, lst Lt raul v uouee's
3d rlatoon keystoned the wlit in the vompany u sector. lst Lt Kenneth
rinn's 2d rlatoon on the left was in a rice paaay. 1he 3d rlatoon (P
was in tne center ol its MiR. The za rlatoon (P was in a cave /5 yarus
L, s~Onex vi: sxtract irom vommand ueport, <J iLniamry .egimem, rebruary

19513 oketeh #1l: 23u negimental oumbat ieam periuweter, L>-15 rebruary
1951

RECRADED UNCLASSTFIED
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L0 Lhe rear ol tne platoon nu:.z it varl r naberman's 4th rlatoon haa
its toree 6U mm mOrtars sel up on Lue geulie reverse (north) slope (>
yaras penind the ja rhwon.3

ihe lst rlatoon, also locavea on vhe lorwarda siope oI LuP Suall
group oI nilis, hela Lue rignt liank, .he piatoon commander, m/ogt
amery o ioth, naa nas ur in a aorean lutv 1ive yards irom vae company GP.
Without informing Heath, roth remained in the mt and did not establish
a forward P after the fighting began. ne did maintain wire commnication
with SFC Donald R Schmitt of the lst rlatoon who was up on the hill."

in taking defensive measures Heath had the men prepare two man
covered foxholes and set up fiares ana trap expedients in ifront of the
positions. 1he 2d pattalion akr rlatoon minedu the sk with nine
anti-tank mines at the vompany u-—rrench pattalion contact point wnere tne
arop to the uSR forms a v in the small hill mass., 1he A&l rlatoon
also set up two 1ugasses: the Iirst on ine son ana the second in fromt
of the 2a rlatoon. under a&l rilatoon supervision vompany « men strung
wire on tne sSK and in iront or tne ist rlatoom. ine company was at all
times on a 5Ue alert; tnis means tnat auring the nignt Oone man WaAs awake
ana one asieep in eacn roxnole. ihe 2a rliatoon in tne 1iat rice paaqay
had gooa rields ol 1ire; however, tne lst and 3d rlatoons up on the small
miiis lacked a satistactory iinal protective line. rrom the 3d rlatoon's
hilitop mctee had excellant observation to the socuth with one exception,
a aead spot in the ury creek bed just below the 3d and lst #latoons .’
% hand grenade with pin straigntened and trip wire attached
2, interview #3: lst Lt Paul J McGee, Company u; Sketches #2, #3, i#h, #5;

Supplemental interview with Lt McGee

3. {nterview #2; Capt Carl F Haberman, vompany u

L4, Interview #3: Lt lcGee
5, ibid; Supplemental interview with Lt mcGee

__— RECRADED URCLASSTFTED
h——— ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG PER
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pattery o, 503d rield artillery pattalion (155 mm how), was in
position 100 yards behind the lst rlatoon, Company u, and 200 yards
behind the 3d Platoon, 1in preparation tor the uetense of Lue sector
vapt John 4 ulledge, artillery Liaisonoiriicer oi patiery o, came to the
vompany « GF and rurnished neath with a list or all his pattery's
weapons anu auunition. ulledge, neath and Haberman worked out a plan
for defense, taking into account the use of artillerymen as riflemem in
the event the position was penetrated., ‘he coordinated defense provided
for skeleton crews to man the howitzers. An infantry-artilliery machine

gun post was set up on the east side of the SR at the vompany u-rrench

pattalion contact point. Here a four man crew manned a 50 caliber and
a 30 caliber machine gur:t.6

vaily Col rFreeman sent company sized patrols in all directions for
a distance of three miles, ratrols to the north and northwest made
contact with enemy groups. OUn the night of 12-13 rebruary men oi the
23d infantry negiment observed increased enemy ilare activity on all
sides ol the perimeter; however, the nignt passea witanout the enemy
attacking, wormal patrols auring the daylignt hours on 13 rebruary
aiscovered enemy oulld-ups close to the perimeter in three directions:
north, east and west. ihe 2Jd infantry negiment air UP observed enemy
groups eonverging on the perimeter from the nortn ana east, and iACP
airecieu itorivy 1lignts ol aircrait against these groups ."

she same aay the L16th CUF Division, southeast of UHIF'YUNG-NI,
pushea westward toward the MSR at CHUAM=NI (CS8239,) where it assaulted the
2d neconnaissance vompany and vompany L, 9th Infantry negiment. After a
fire fight the 2a v S Infantry vivision force withdrew southwara, leaving
6. interview jf2: Capt Haberman; lnterview #8: Capt John A &lledge, battery

b, 503d rield Artillery battalion; rhotographs #1, #8

7. Annex V1: fLxtract from Command Report, 23d infantry negiment, February
1951
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the <3a degimental Combat Team in an isclatea p<.z.‘aj.t.:.'.on.6

That nignt at around 2000 as PFC Donald S Nelson of the 2d squad «d
Platoon, Company G, was sitting in his foxhole arguing with Pvt Jack
fiard over who would pull guard first, both men heard the scund of digging
600 yards to the south. A shrill whistle caused them both to jump out of
their hole and grab their bazooka.’

What had happened? Two squads of Chinese were attempting to envelp
the 3d Flatoon position. By 2220 one squad had succeeded in crawling 75
“yards up the small spur to the vicinity of Cpl Bugene L Ottesen's machine
gun. The enemy threw three grenades and opened up on Ottesen with small
arms fire., Ottesen returned the ememy fire. At the same time another
enemy squad 200 yarus to the west took ad_vam:ago of the dead spot in the
creek bed, climbed the hill anma attacked the faxhole of the BAR man in Sgt
Franklin H ﬂa'ry's aq.lad.m

Hearing the firing, PFC Herbert Ziebell of the lst squad, 3d Platoon,
awakened his foxhole buddy, PFC Roy F Benoit, and said,"There is some
firing going on. Get up and get ready." 4iebell did not fire immediately
because he could not see anyone to fire at, and he felt that the flash of
his M-1 would draw enemy fire,.t

Pvt Kenneth C Green in the 3d sguad, 3d Platoon, also heard the firing
on his left. He awakened his faxhole partner, Pvt Henry Heimerl, and both

men sat in the darkness, awaiting the f.:hins:sen.]'2

g8, Ibid; Annex V: Headgquarters U S X Corps: Critique of tactics employed
in the first encounter with the enemy

9. Interview #4: Group inberview, Company G

10. Interview #3: Lt McGee; Photographs #3,ik

11.. Interview #4: Group interview, Company G

12. Ibid
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When McGee heard Ottesen's machine gun open up he imnediately phonea
Heath. He then called the other squad leaders by sound powercd telephone
and informed them that Ottesen's squad was under attack. 1n order to
conserve ammnition, he ordered the men to fire only when they could see
the enemy.l‘a

1o the east of the 3d Platoon Pvt Andrew C Warf of the 2d Platoon
opened up with his machine gun. Pvt Jack Ward threw a round into the
rocket launcher and fired at flashes which appeared to come from rocks
800 yards to the south. He contimed to operate the rocket launcher

until on the third round he had his face burnt by powder when the back

blast came out the side. The rocket launcher was not fired again until
morning.u“
Around 2300 a Chinese squad succeeded in penetrating Cpl James C
Mougeat's squad sector which lay twenty yards to the west of the 3d Flatoon
Gi’. One tossed a grenade in Mougeat's foxhole wounding him, Mougeat
crawled out of his hole and aho;rbing,-"Lt. McGee, I'm hit," started for the
CP, Two Chinese closed in for the kill. They threw several grenades at
Mougeat., One grenasde knocked Mougeat's rifle out of his hand and tore the
stock off . Fortunately for lMougeat two men from his squad shot the Chinese,
decovering his damaged rifle, lMougeat ran to the CP. McGee calmed him
down, and then Mougeat decided,"l'm not hit bad,"and returned to his
scp.aa.lf’ |
lMcGee observed severzl men about twenty yards below the platoon
position. One of them called his name. ‘Who is that?" McGee asked his
BAR man. “It's a chink," the BAR man said. McGee tossed a grenade down
the nill. Wounded, the Chinese fired his rifle at lMcGee as he rolled
down the slope. lcGee borrowed the BAR and finished off the enem.l&
13. Interview i#3: Lt lcGee
14. Interview j#4: Group interview, Company G; Photograph #2
15. Interview #3: Lt McGee; McGee pointed out positions to interviewer

19 Nov 51
16. Interview #3: Lt McGee
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The Chinese, blowing whistles and bugles, attac«ed the 3d Platoon
four times that night. All attacks were repa]lad.l7
As dawn was breaking on 14 February, Platoon Sergeant Bill Kluttz
in the Ioxhole next to MdGee spotted five Chinese in the creekbed. He
fired several tracers at them. Suspecting the mesence of other Chinese,
McGee ordered him to have the rocket launcher fired at the creekbed.
Kluttz was unable to get the rocket launcher men oriented on the target;
therefore, he took the weapon and fired a round himsclf. The rocket hit
a tree, making an airburst over the creekbed. About 4O Chinese came out
of the creekbed and began walking acroes tne rice paddies. The 2d squad
and the lst FPlatoon opened fire on the withdrawing em?a:ny'.l8
In the nights fighting Company G lost three killed; four wounded
were evacuated. Two of the wounded were from the 3d P].a.toon.l9
A captured enemy document later revealed that during the night
the 115th CCF Division commenced a enveloping meneuver against the
CHIP'YONG-NI defenders. It pushed forward from KUDUN(CS8443) northwest
tosard GHIP'YONG-NI and joined the 126th CCF Division and a regiment
of the 119th CCF Division. This combined enemy force succeeded during
the night in surrounding the 23 hegimental Combat Team.20
At 0900 McGee took out a patrol which captured five Chinese hiding
in & culvert and seven more who were wounded and lying in the rice
g&: %_ﬁ: ; Photograph #6
19. %.%‘; Annex V11: Extract from 23d Infantry Regiment Casualty Status

20, Annex V: Headquarters U S X Corps: Critique of tatics employed in the
first encounter with the enemy aj CHIP'YOMG-NI
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paddies south of the company position, McGee counted eighteen eneiy bodies,
Near MASAN (CSY74467) McGee walked up to a small haystack near an abandoned
enemy machine gun. A wounded Chinese raised up in the haystack to shoot
McGee; Kluttz shot and killed him. Another Chinese, although handicapped
by a badly wounded leg, was still attempting to operate a Russian burp gun

when Cpl Boleslow N Sander bayoneted him.2l

While McGee was out with the patrol, Capt Stanley T,n-ell, Lt Charles
F Heady and Lt Leonard Napier from Company F made a reconnaisance of
Company G's defensive positions. It was planned that either Napier's
1st Flatoon or Heady's 3d Platoon would reinforce any sector of Company
G in case of penetration, since it was apparent that the enemy would
launch a stronger attack on Company G that night .22

During the day the 23d Regimental Combat Team recReéved 24 air drops
of ammnition. In the afternoon the TACP brought three air strikes to
the south where the enemy had increased his activity. Inside the perimeter
intermittent enemy mortar rounds fell,?

Company G had a quiet day. Hot meals were served., Some of the men
of the 3d Flatoon thought that perhaps the Chinese had withdrawn.Z

Enemy activity early that night quickly shattered that hope. Soon
after darkness atl800, the men heard bugles and saw flares. Twenty mimutes
later Ottesen's machine gun position was hit, and the gunner was wounded.
Ottesen took over the gun and found himself in contact with a squaa of
2l. Interview #3: Lt McGee; FPhotograph #5
22. Interview #1: 1st Lt Charles F Heady, Company F; Annex 1V: Letter,

lst Lt Donald O Miller to Major Roy Appleman 18 October 1951

23. Annex V1: Extract from Command Report, 23 Infantry hegiment
24, Interview #3: Lt McGee
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Chinese who were getting overhead support by a machine gum at tne base of
HILL 397 (CS802457).%°

Down at the kitchen the mess crew heard the firing. They had failed
to dig foxholes and the only place they could find protection was the
garbage pit. Cpl Bernard Jack and the seven other members of the mess
crew crowded into the sump. No one made any funny remarks about the amell.zb

Up on the hill McGee had his hands full. Two enemy squads succeeded
in penetrating the company position at the comtact point on the knoll
between the lst and 3d Platoons. The line was further weakened when
aggressive Chinese, gaining a foothold on the hill, planted pole charges
in two 1lst Platoon holes. The explosions resulting killed three American
soldiers and one Korean volunbeerf | The Chinese, now in control of the left
side of the lst Platoon sector, set up a machine gum and started firing
across the 3d Platoon's right flank. A BAR man was hit, and McGee placed
the BAR in his hole.%’

Because of the enemy fire coming from the lst FPlatoon arayl&c&eo began
to wonder whether or not the platoon was holding. Phoning Heath he asked,
uHeath, is the lst Platoon still in position? Heath was in contact with
Toth who had contact with Schmitt up on the hill. Schmitt was holding in
the right sector of the lst Platoon, and so Toth reported to Heath that
the lst Platoon was still up on the hill., He did not explain that the left
sector of the lst Platoon had collapsed. Heath, thinking that the lst Platoon
was still tied in with the 3d Platoon, relayed Toth's information to McGee.

% This Korean had attached himself to the company and had been furnished

a rifle

25. %gid.; Photograph ik
26, Interview #4: Group interview, Company G
27. Interview #3: Lt McGee; Photograph #7
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McGee, however, was in doubt. He and Kluttz shouted over to the lst
Flatoon area, “Anyone from the lst Platoon?" There was no answer.ze

Activities in his own area now took up McGee's interest as Chinese
soldiers overran a foxhole to his right., On the extreme right flank of
his platoon sector, he could see four Chinese soldiers with shovels
strapped on their bodies crawling on their hands and knees fifteen feet
above and behind Sgt Querry's hole. By this time the sound powered
telephione to Querry was out, and McGee shouted to Querry, “There are four
of them at the rear of your hole, toss a grenade up and over .29

A burst from the enemy machine gun in the lst Platoon area prevented
Querry from rising and lobbing the grenade. McGee and the other occupant
of his foxhole, runner Fvt Cletis D Imnmon, firing a BAR and a M-1
respectively, killed the four Chinese soldiers. The time was now 2210.30

Querry's troubles were not yet over. McGee looked down tie slope and
saw fifteen or twenty Chihese crawl out of the dry creekbed and start
up the hill toward Querry's hole. McGee called to him, "About fifteen
or twenty of them are coming up to your right fromt." wuerry would not
stick his head up. McGee and Inmon with BAR and M-1 fire attempted to
pin down the advancing Chinese. The Chinese continued to crawl toward
erry. They threw several potato smasher type grenades at Querry's hole.
Querry and a sergeant in his hole climbed out and ran to McGee's hole.
They jumped in on top of McGee. The sergeant was hit on the way over.
The Chinese then threw a aatchal_charge into Querry's old hole and killed
a private who had remained thare,31

With Querry on top of him McGee could not fire. He said, "Get the

28. Interview #3: Lt McGee

5. g

31. 1bid.
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hell out of here and get back with your sguad." Wuerry did not budge, and
McGee repeated the order. WQuerry then jumped out and was immediately shot
through the shoulder., McGee called for a litter team, and the two
sergeants were evacuated under enemy fire.3?

Chinese soldiers started to crawl up che slope toward McGee's position.
One threw three hand grenades at McGee before McGee cut him down with the
BAR. The BAR was now jamming on every tenth round, and McGee was using
his pen knife to evacuate the shell., Finally, he dropped the knife, and
in the darkness could not find it. Inmon offered his messkit knife; however,
it would not work in the slot. Therefore, licGee abandoned the BAR and
attempted to fire his carbine at a Chinese who had crawled up to within ten
feet of the platoon CP. As the Chinese raised up on his knees, McGee
palled back the bolt. The cold oil prevented the bolt from going homef
McGee grabbed hold of the operating handle and pushing it with the palm
of his hand, slammed the bolt in and fired four rounds at the Chinese.
McGee killed him. Three other Chinese were also killed by the CP group
at this time. >

Wire commnications were out after 2300, McGee ordered platoon
runner PFC John N Martin, who shared a foxhole in the platoon rear with
the 60 mm mortar observer, to return to the company CP and inform Heath
that the platoon badly needed men, amminition and a litter team, Martin
delivered McGee's message and returned to the platoon at 2350 bringing
fifteen men from the 503d Field Artillery Battalion. As the field
artillery men crossed the crest of the hill they were taken under fire by
enenyy who had infiltrated the platoon sector. licGee watched with a sinking
#* A carbine will not fire unless the bolt is completely closed

32. RE.
33. 1lbid,
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sensation thirteen of the reinforcing group “take off." Of the ®hree
remaining, a mortar round killed one and wounded a second %

Martin then returned to the rear area and guided the company wire teanm,
carrying ammnition up to the plat.oon.35

At 2300, shortly after an eight man carrying party had arrived with
ammnition for the two machine guns, an enemy mortar shell scored a direct
hit on the company contact point on the right flank. Two men were killed
and eight wounded. Cpl Russell M Stiltner, who was not hit, contimued
to man one of the machine gum.%

By 2400 the 356th Regiment had made two unsuccessful assaults on the
Company G position. At 2400 the lst Battalion, 344th Regiment, 1l5th CCF
Division jumped off in an attack on the southern sector of the 23d
Regimental Combat Team perimeter. This attack also failed. The Chinese
suffered heavy casualties in the attacks.>’

As the lst Battalion, 344th Regiment, began its assault of Company G,
an enemy machine gun, firing from a position in the former sector of
Company G's 1lst Platoon, sent a bullet through Inmon's left eye. Inmon
started shouting,"I'm hit in the face. I'm hit in the face. I don't
want my mother to see me this way. Get me back off this hill." Blood
spurted from his eye as McGee attempted to calm him down, McGee said, "lay
down, 1 can't take you out now." Two Chinese behind the CP prevented Inmon's
evacuation, McGee then called to his platoon sergeant, "Hey Kluttz, send
the medic over. Inmon's been hit." The aid man came over in two or three
mimutes and bandaged Inmon's head. MlicGee now asked Inmon if he could still

fire his M-l. Inmon replied, "No. I can't see," McGee said, "Can you lead

3% B

36, Interview #8: Capt slledge; Photograph #8

37. Annex V: Headcquarters U S X Corps: Critique of tactics employed in the
first encounter with the enemy at CHIP'YONG~NI
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the magazines for my carbine?" Inmon said he would try, but he didn't know,.
Inmon then went ahead loading the magazines as McGee was firing.3®

At about 0020 on 15 February McGee asked the aid man if Inmon got
over the crest of the hill could the aid man walk him to the rear. Inmon's
right eye was now cleared, and the runner thought he could make it all
right. The aid man and Inmon got over the crest of the hill, and McGee
observed the aid man start running and began to drag Inmon. The two made
it to the company CP. The aid man did not return even though McGee had
asked him to.3?

At 0030 two Chinese succeeded in enveloping Ottesen's hole. These
Chinese tossed two gremades in the hole and knocked out the machine guns
No longer hearing the machine gun, McGee called to Kluttz, “What's
happened to the machine gun? It has stopped firing." Kluttz replied
that Ottesen's position had been overrun and the machine gun knocked out.
He reported that Chinese were coming through between Ottesen's squad and
Cpl Raymond Bennett's squad. Bennett, holding left flank of the platoon,
had not been attacked. McGee called him on the sound powered telephone
and ordered him to send several men to fill the gap caused by Ottesen's
having been wermn.‘l’o

McGee then sent Martin back to the company CP to find out whether the
lst Platoon was still in position. Heath called Toth who replied that
they were still there since Schmitt with one squad was holding on the extreme
right flank. Martin returned to McGee with this information.“'l

Below the lst Platoon was an eight to twelve foot high cliff with
barbed wire between the cliff and the road. The CCF had penetrated the
barbed wire using bangalore torpedoes and satcnel cnarges, climbed the
* Cpl Bugene L Ottesen is listed as missing in action
38. Interview #3: Lt McGee
39. Ibid.

1.;0. Ibid.
41, Ibid.; Supplemental interview with Lt McGee
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hill and occupied the left flank of the lst Flatoon sector. McGee sent
Martin to the CP a second tim® and McGee finally convinced Heath that
these Chinese were there and were firing at the 3d Platoon. McGee requested
ammnition and replacements because the platoon had quite a few wounded and
was getting low in personnal.hz
conTacted

At 0045 Heath salled McGee and informed him that a squad was on the way
from Company F. Kluttz was now firing the machine gun, giving protective
fire to Bennett's squad which had succeeded in closing the gap caused by the
penetration in Ottesen's sector. The Chinese here had a bugler with them
whom Bennett shot as he tooted his second note. In the melee, however,
Bennett was first hit by a hand grenade wnich blew part of his hand off.

Then he was wounded in the shoulder by a bullet, and a piece of shrapnel
struck him on the head. The sound powered telephone went out, and McGee
lost touch with Bennett's asquat:l.‘"3

Starting at 0100 the 3d Battalion, 344th CCF Regiment launched an attack
on the southern sector of the perimeter, occupying the first hillto; within
40 mimtes,

Acting on McGee's request, Heath obtained Sgt Kenneth G Kelly's 3d squad
from the 3d Platoon of Company F. At 8553 Kelly's squad arrived, and Kelly
contacted Kluttz, As Kluttz started to take Kelly's squad over to the gap
between the 3ua and lst Platoons, two Chinese with burp guns fired at him but
missed. Kluttz disposed of them with his M-1l. Soon afterwards Klutiz returnsd
to McGes and reported that all the men in Kelly's squad were wounded. kKluttz
said, "McGee, we have to stop them."l‘s'

The CCF contimed to attack the 3d rlatoon. At ‘ézgﬁ;ﬁ;ha 2d ilatoon
which was not under fire pulled back, thus taking away warf's machine gun which

was supporting the 3d rlatoon.l“f’

¥ This was probably the knoll on the left flank of the lst FPlatoon position,
L2. Interview i#3: Lt McGee
3. Ibid,
Lis Annex V: Headquariers US X Corps: Critique of tactics employed in the
first encounter with the enemy at CHIP'YONG-NI
L5 Interview #3: Lt McGee; Interview 51l: Lt Heauy
L6. Interview #3: Lt lcGee
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McGee shouted over to Kluttz and asked him if he knew how Bennett's .
squad was making out. Kluttz replied, "I tuink three or four are still left.nw
The Chinese contimed to attack. McGee was low on ammunition and
Kluttz was having trouble with his machine gun. Growing discouraged
McGee called to Kluttz, "It looks like they have got us.! Kluttz called
back; ulet's Eﬂl as many of these s-ns of b-tchs as we can before they get
us," At O}QI Kluttz's machine gun jammed and McGee called to him, “Letls
try to get out.* They threw what grenades they had left and climbed over the
crest of the hill. On the reverse slope they joined Bennett, Benoit and

Ziebell. The 3d Platoon survivors then withdrew to the 60U mu mortar pos:itj.c:n.l"8

Lt Haberman, attempting to get reinforcemcnts from Battery B, 5034 Field
Artillery Battalion, walked into one of their squad tents which was filled
with men. “Hell," he said, “a squad tent won't stop a bullet." He succeeaed
in persuading five or six men to accompany him, These went outside with
Haberman, but none climbed the hill with him..hg

An estimated four or five Chinese were firing on the 60 mm mortar
position from the knob on the right flank of the 3d Platoon. Therefore,
Haberman moved two guns into a ditch 100 yards back of their position.

Four men in the 4th Platoon had been wounded, one by an enemy 60 mn mortar
round and three by small arms. Most of the eneny mortar rounds were
falling on the ridge where the lst and 3d Platoons formerly wera.so

Sgt Schmitt ana the twenty men who had been holaing the rigut flank of
the 1lst Flstoon came off the hill at 0300.51

Lt Col James W ddwards, commanding the 2d Battalion, ordered Heath to
retake t_.he hill. McGee collected Kluttz and four men of the forthcoming
assault., McGee told Heath, YGet a couple of tanks to help us. de can't
k7. Ibid.
48s Ibid.; Interview /4: Group interview, Com.any G
4L9. Interview #2: C Haberman; Photograph #1

50. Interview 7#2: Capt Haberman; Photograph #7
51. Interview #3: Lt McGee
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do it with what men we have.* Eigit or ten men from Battery B, 503d Field
. Artillery Battalion, led by Capt Elledge, joined thmsalt Heady was alerted
by Capp T"ru].l who told him to get the rest of nis platoon over to Company
G which was being overrun. Heady and his men reached Company G at 0330, and
Heady contacted Heath at the bottom of the hill at 0345.5
' The attacking force was supplemented by a platoon of rangers who arrived
at 0400 and five Sherman tanks from the 23d Regimental Tank Company under
1lst It Charles W Hulburt. Capt John H Ramsburg came down from the 2d
Battalion staff and took command of the composite group. For the attack
Heady's platoon was on the left, the rangers in the center and Company G on
the right. Ramsburg arranged for a tank to sweep the top of the hill with
50 cal machine gun fire and for a 60 mm mortar to fire a three to four mimte
barrage on the hill. The mimute the mortar fire lifted, the attack was to be
made , 2%

Heady's platoon lay down a base of fire for the attack using two light
30 cal machine guns. The enemy replied with fifteen mortar rounds ranging
from 60's to 1<0's, wounding three men, two from McGee's emaciated platoon.
McGee now had Kluttz, Martin and one other man. The rangers succeeded in
getting a few men to the top of the nill; however, the superior fire power
of the enemy forced them off. The Chinese were eifectively using smll arms,
mortars, grenades and mchiﬁe guns. During the actlon Llie ranger platoon
leader was killed, Lt Heath and Capt Hamsburg wounded. Lt Haberman took
over command of Company G. Heady's platoon had twenty-two wounded and one
missing. Five men were unscathed as the platoon witharew from the hill at

52. Ibid.
53. Interview #l: Lt Heady; Annex 1V: Letter, Lt Miller to Major Applemen
544 Ibid.; Interview #1: Lt Heady; Interview #2: Capt Haberman; Interview
¢ Lt McGee; Interview #7: lst Lt Charles W Hulburt, <3d Regimemtal
Tank Compan-
55, Interview #1; Lt Heady; Interview #2; Capt Haberman; Interview #3: Lt
lMcGee; Annex 1V: Letter, Lt Miller to Mszjor Applemen
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Col Freeman then ordered Company B committed to restore the break in the

line caused by Company G's collapse.’®

On the MR between Company G and the French Battalion, lst Lt Arthur
J Jynot, 1st Platoon commander, had three tanks: his, M/Sgt Andrew Reyna's,
and SFC Kenneth P Pitlick's., Ten Frenchmen crossed the road after the
failure of Ramsburg's force to retake the hill and requested grenades.
These Frenchmen then proceeded up the hill supported by the 50 cal machine
gun on Junot's tank. Twenty yards from the crest the French got in to a
grenade fight with ten Chinese in the old Company G foxholes. Three more
Frenchmen and Capt Elledge, carrying a BAR, arrived., Two enemy machine guns
pinned down the French on top of the hill. The French kept shouting for
reinforcements. At about 0820 they were forced to withdraw.57
Shortly thereafter Capt George E Votom, tank company executive, arrived
and with Junot made & brief reconnaisance for the forthecoming Company B
attack, They decided that they would be able to get two tanks up on the
ridgeline. Capt Sherman Fratt, commanding Comppny B, and Junot worked out
a plan for the operation of the tanks 28
In preparation for supporting the Company B attack Haberman reorganized
Companyy G. The remainder of the lst Platoon, plus the CP group, plus the
cooks amounting to 21 men went into the line. The 2d Platoon, which had not
becn hit, added 35 men more. The 3d Pl:itoon now consisted of McGee, Kluttz
and Martin, In the 4th Platoon, only two mortars were manned under Cpl Maurice
McCormick, SFC Vernon Lggenburg acted as mortar observer. Lt William H Gibson,
the artillery F.0.,and part of Battery B, 503d Field Artillery Battalion,
were with Company 6.5 9The battery's guns sat abandoned in a no man's land

between Company G and the Chinese.60

56. Interview #2: Capt Haberman; Interview //3: Lt McGee; See interview with
Col Faul J Freeman 23 February 1951(not included in this report)

57« Interview #6: lst Lt Arthur J Junot, <3d Hegimental Tank Company

58, Ibid.,

59. Interview j#2: Capt Haberman; Interview #3: Lt McGee

60. Interview jf4: Group interview, Company G; Interview #8: Capt Elledge
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At 1000 Company B jumped off, Company G laying down a base of fire.

Pratt succeeded in getting his company almost to its objective when heavy
small arms and automatic weapons fire from the revsrse slope arove them

from the hill, Slippery going caused by snow plus an enemy 75 mm recoiless
rifle prevented the tanks from gaining the ridgeline in support of Company 3.61
At 1715 that evening the 5th Cavalry Regiment entered the perimeter,
having broke through the enemy. The enemy immediately withdrew.02That night
Company G was relieved by Company B, the «d Platoon being attached to Company
F and remaining in position.®3
In the fighting at GiIP'YONG-NI Company G had forty-eight wounded,
fourteen killed and ten m.tusing.a‘
61. Interview #6: Lt Junct
62. Annex V: Headquarters US X Corps: Critigue of tactics employed in the
first encounter with the enemy at CHIP'YONG-NI; Annex V1: Extract from
Command Report, 23d Infantry Regimemt, February 1,51; See 3d Historical
~ Detachment report: Task Force Crombez
63. Interview #2: Capt Haberman
64. Annex V11: Notes from Company G, 23d Infantry Regiment MRU Hoster and

Morning Reports 13-22 February 1,51; 2Zxtract from 23 Infantry Hhegimemt
Casualty Status List

1% el O %%,w,._,

'%' A/ EWARD C WILLIAMSON
7 capt Arty
A Commanding Lth Hist Uet
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1lst Lt Cherles F Heady, Inf, 01540619, 3d Platoon Leader, F Co,
e M mVISR: Capt Bdwerd ¢ Williamson

181635 Oct 51 WU N=RIy KUlioA

On the nite of the 13th, It was sometime after midnicht on the
14th I was alerted the 3d Plat over to reinforce G Co} however, that
order vas changed and 1 was to send only one scuad, G was holding,

On the morning of the 14 Capt Stanley Terrell had Lt Leonard Napier
and myself reconnoitered George and Easy Co positions, easiest routes,
Nite of the 1l4th, A little after midnight I was alerted to get
Slégnf{l:‘%fy?s 2d scuad, he was gone about 0300 they called and said get
the rest of the platoon over G Co is being overun, “apt Terrell told me,
I got to G Co about 0330. moved back, underunderpass and asked for G Co.
emdr., arrived at CP told to go up hill and report to It Thomas Heath.

I contacted Lt Heath at the bottom of the hill, At that time 0345
G Co position had been overrun entirely. So at that stage they decided
that 1 had arrived with my platoon and there were some rangers.
vecided to hold aline at the base of the hill, A platoon of fox co was
placed to the left and the rangafs and the rest of g co extended to the right,
At that time Capgﬁgiksburg from battalion came and took charge of the operztion
at beweecn O415 and 0430, His info he had made arrangements for a tank to
sweep the top of the hill with 50 cal, one 60 mm mortar 3 - 4 minute
barrage on the top of the hill, Limte barrage lifted we were to make
our assault, 1 received those instructions 75 yds from my plat as I was
on my way back to them, i@ started getting in mortars 8l's , 82's and 60's,
Not too heavy. doxdoarx 15 mortar rounds, Just as we sterted moving up

walking, 1 wes wounded by a mortar. Attacked in line,

EDWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty
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Capt Carl F Habsrman, Inf, 01287519, Platoon Leader Lth Platoon,
Gompany G, 23d Infantry Regiment, Great Bend, Mo,

As far as the artillery was concerned they could fire on some of thse
hills that were some distance from the perimeters however, the perimeter
vas fairly small and after our positions were attacked they were too close
for the arty to fire on them,
& or ten of the arty men joined the lst rlatoon. first night. fﬁj
send about a dozen men, Before the action we talked with Capt}«‘-' A4 E@@dd" -2
€00,
prior to the first attack, Cant A came to the CP and gave Lt Heath a
list of all the weapos$ and ammo he had, and we figured &out a plan that
we ®ould use them, Uncemt into our perimter we couldn't use the arty
sl Lo
and we would use the men for rifilemen, Skaletor\:r‘ews wer kept with the arty.
Another groug;about a squag between 2300 and 2&06;:;& up to the 3d
Platoon, Some were wounded before they got theye, the balance returned
to the ari po‘fiiign, abouié_c_dgm sfragrling back a i gent Lo several o~
squad tentst I wenm there and loo ec;#;n-'one squad tent. fI‘::as full
of men, As far as I know that group never did come back out. At 0200 or
nt in and
0380, I-@sked for some —mekesmfew=some men, 5 or 6 came outside with me,
but didn't follow me up the hill,
Capt & crew on a machine gun, a dozen oth :rs reached the lst Platge~.
About 2100 or 2200, Capt Elledge's leadership and action was excellent,
If he had someone to place in charge of the group to 3d Platoon who could
%held them together, it would have worked out,
The first night 1 had the fourth Platoon., Both nights M/Sgt Toth
was back by the CP 300 ydd away, although the platoon CP was on the hill,
'fhe second nite toward morning 0300 or 0400 I caught on that Toth was not
oﬁ the hill, McGee's glatoon Mc plus 3 or 4 men I had reinforedd‘amwfrﬁ";"
bearers nnder Sgt Wel:.ler. At 0200 we filled in holes to the lei‘t..

flank of the left platoon, CCF were firing from there into our mortar position.

WO
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At 0300 holes on the right flank of the 3d platoon CCF were firing

£2omeeedensis..on our mortar position. We finally

withdrew our two guns furtherest south, There was a ditch 100 yds south
h’;“x . pg..-Q -uul“,-.
of them. Moved two of them back, Smk PFC Lucasg PFC Harris “firing ﬁwh the

knoll, I had four men wounded. 3‘8111811 arms, one by mortar round(éo mm
mortan’. Most mortar rounds were falling on ridged™ i;rt.ar rounds were
falling into the valley to the east of us,

Originally our perimeter mmx extendedfrom the ridge east of the valley
but when the 503d movedl.n we extended our perimeter,

d
The first night we fireabout 500 60 mm mortar rounds

" n o " "n 0"

2d . 700

o

Targets were the approaches or fingers leading into the 1lst and 3d Platoons

Fxixx plus a small hill 150 yds south of the 3d Platoonz, they kept setting
, 60 mm mortar obsry

up machine guns and mortars on that hill, Cpl McCormack saw them moving
from Hill 397 with machine guns and setting up on the small hill in front of

us, Cept was with Cpl-ﬁ r‘ie were registering some concentrations,
ad

“f ﬂt'ﬂ-”
It* Gibson from the 37th FA Bn was also there A fired some artillery on the
HuL e DOy
finger leading dovm from 397, just at dusk. 105 “about 20 rounds,
Joka H
uring the action Bn sent Capt RamsbMrg to take charge of the company.

uanﬁ:urg was wounded slightly in the foot about the time that Heath was hit.
After "the 3d rlatoon and the left flank of the Je#& platoon were wounded

or killed, the whole hill mass did not have anyone on it, The right flank
q,;f“" ey withdron

of the 1lst rFlatoon"about 20 meng still intact. About 0300, We tried to
PP 4 pﬁronh- f\-. Co-—'m.. Ha tooa of , n/zg. AleaTL
retake the hill mass-plakedren—£ ool ,,.ai:b ranpers,.pve-e and Ramstérg we 2

e
wounded, Lt Heath commanding the nanp;errlatoon was killed,
we evacuated the wounded and moved back to the ridge by the valley,
1 took charge of the company, we still had all three .wrtars but we only

with ptog~
had enough men to man two of them, What was left of the lst 'Pimt plus CP

o
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m plus cooks, we set up line, “21 on line, 2 on each mortar,
SFC ,E'.;gr;:enber% platoon sgt of the 4Lth T—'latoo:}’acted as FO,,
McCormack gunned the mortar. 2d FPlatoon never p,Jhit, 35 men.,
Lt Gibson, Fo, moved back withme, Stayed there following day,
Co-,mAJE
put down base of fire for B-Bos attack plus mortar support.
B Co attacked from behind the hill, got almost to the top,
forced to pull back, Part of the 503 pulled back to the ridge with us,
arty pieces sitting abandoned could be covered from ridge, igg ydaﬁ“&’
G Co relieved that night by B Co, The 2d Plat was att.ached‘,o F Co and
stayed in its position,
The 503 fired point-blank after the lst nite, just after daylite in
front of the French, CCf attempting to withdraw to the southwest.
I took out a patrol on the 16th at 0800, and I counted 200, mostly arty.,
The 2d Platoon lost 4 WIA, the 3d Platoon 4 men and an officer left, lost
25 ¥IA and wounded, lst Platoon 15 KIA and WIA, ,ih Platc r 76 TA 7 KTA
Most of the foxholes were covered with logs and i dirt, The CCF
were laying TNT charges on top of the holes,
3d Platoon, 2d night 0230 one soldier captured by the CCF was being
taken to the rear when the group takiéng him mmx was overun by a 2d group
of CCF banzaing up the hill, the soldier joined them and when they got to
the top of the .hill contimied on and rejoinedthe company.
PFCBrown story, I was sent out to try to find bodies. We found 3 bodief/
none from G Co, All bodies had been stripped and one man was castr.a.ted.
Morale of the men- good ,

Quite a bit of SP and mortar both nights, 60 to 120,

oot CWilliwmao—
EDWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty
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/ sm_mmvmm: Capt Edward C Williamson

Lr
1st’ Paul J McGee, Inf 0967870, 3d Platoon Leader, Company G, 23d Infantry
Regiment, Route 7, Box 82, Charlotte, NC

181030 October rIA-RI,KOREA

We moved into Chipyong from twin tunnels , vorpany G. At that time
Capt Hitchens was company commander, uel Paul ifreeman was commanding the
regiment Lt Col Edwards was commanding the 2d Bn, We moved in on 7 rKeb 1951,
iieather was cold with snow on the ground. when we fir st moved in we set up
a perimeter and started patroling, e tied in with the rrench at the road
on our right flank, whin we moved in the 3d Plat was on hill 803475 just south
of the village, Later we shifted over on the Sth,

ithe town of Chipyong was battered, at least 50% well beat up, omall town,
railroad ran south to town proper, ran on fill, highker than the town., uorale
was excellent.

Underpass under railpedd pass, rorward CP in a‘house, Un this side of
railroad track rié,e paddies, As we went under the underpass rear uP.m:idge
where rangers tied in (last day) before Rangers and Company B in reserve.,
Battery B, Capt John Elledge, (now with Service Btry)., in area,

It Gibson, FWD OBSR, We came down by railroad track , went south across ER

tied in across rice paddies on , 3d Platoon in rasérva. On second day

2 Plat tdéed in with the French 789457, 3d Platoon in center, !leapons Platoon

in center of platoon , 503 behind weapons and lst Plat, 100 ymds behind 1lst

2d yds back of 3d Plat, Moved in and commenced preparing def pos., trip flairs,
Tty v

mined the rosd, 8 &P plat & on pat in 9 ATkoad where we tied in with the

French, 4th or 5th day, Also put out fugasses, one on road one in front of

2d Plat, Dug in two man fox holes, Company CP in house not dug in,

Men were sleeping in holes , We had a 50% alert at all times. One man

sleep, one man on alert until the fight started when emerybody was awake,

F Co on left. m
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Wle put out barbed wire on road and in front of the 1lst Platoon. 1lst Plat on

hill overlooking road. ¥k Lt Col Edwards instructed us to put wire out

A & P Platoon helped, L or 5th day. First expected the attack to come from

the north, On 12 Feb we were told by Capt Ramsberg, S2, came from regiment,

you were going to be attacked from the south, About that time we had been

hit from the north the French,

The night of the 12th was the first time that we were attacked,

2d Plat in the flat with goods field of fire, Other platoons on hills did

not have a very good final protective line, We had good observation,

One bad spot dry creek bed between 3d and lst Plat, The first night they came
1110 30 cal lite

off Hill 397, about 30aG-came up ridge by little spur where | had a’nge ’

CPL Ottesen's syuad, CCF about 1 squad., Moved up and three gpenades and

fired at the mg.e:‘:gjd came up thru creekbed to right flank of 3d Plat.,

had a BAR Sgt Querry's sauad. Hit us in those two spots 4 attacks hr

% break between attacks, 3d Platoon 2 cas WIA, CPL Moguet & med,

HcGee was in the center of the platoon., Cpl wex Moguet had a rifle s“éd
on my left, He was wounded by grenade in his foxhole. He came over to wiere
I was at 2300, hollering for me letting me know that they were befiz hit pretty
hard, wounded in the calf, ﬁ;;’ k¥nda upset and CCF getting pretty close,
about a squad of CCF there and about a aqua;i in front of us, As he came across
two CCF chased him throwing grenades, A grenade fragment tore the stock off
his rifle, he held on to his rifle, knocked it out of his hand, Two boys in

the Chinks are
his squad shot the CCF, Cpl M was shouting, "Lt Magee, I'm hit." and there
hitting us on the le:l!‘t..“ I talked with him a minute and he said, "I am not
hit bad," and returned to his squad, We were on the forward slpe, CCF were
about 20 yds below us , 2300 to 24000 three 20 grenades, squad small arms.

two sixty in rice paddy, 300 yeds south, Could see the flash, fired 20 rounds,

hitting around holes, Cpl Otteson's MG killed 8 chinese, Chinese were blowing

whrhales, bugles m



and hollering banzai, After Cpl X hollered my name, one of the chinese also
hollered it below me, I checkedwith xkm BAR man, and then rolled a grenade
at the CCF, he rolled ov:rmi:xdfired at me with his rifle, I took the BAR
and fired a burst at him, killing him, Two more attacks before daylight.;

Lt Heath was notified that we were being hit by phone, I had sound powered
telephones to my squads, to the company CP, He asked sboot tle affack.
First we hesrd a bugle to our frént, 1000, I called Lt Heath and told him
I just heard a bugle on the forward slope of Hill 397, He said keep all the
men alert, /e were alerted because the French on our right flank were being
hit, perimeter swung so that French were at out rear facing southwest and
west .,

iwhen I heard my mg epen up I called all three squad leaders and told
them that Cplo%"‘:"g‘t"s scmad was being hit: hg:;t.‘ gxu'ry's souad, Cpl Bennett's
squad and a third, Watch for the enemy do not fire unless you see them,
Because we had to watch our ammo supply, Ve were low on ammo and resupplied by
air, Hard to ket ammo up at night fight and conserve ammo until daylite.
After it started getting light my plat ?;1 Klu¥z in the hole next to mine.
He shouted to me thet he saw five in the creek bed and he fired a counle of
tracers. I told him to fire a 3.§ bazooka. He couldn't get bazooka men to
pick up enemy position, | He fired and round hit tree, making air burst an.
LO Chinese came out of creek bed and began withdrewing south across the rice
paddy., Chinese were walking. & 2 squad of my plat and lst Plat fired at
them, iie counted at 0900 with a patrol captured 5 not woun ed in culvert,
got sewen WIA, counted 18 KIA, One to right of MG had been wounded and climbed
into small haystack., I walked up to the haystack and CCF raised up and Sgt K
shot him, liounded crawled up to rice paddy banks, Cpl Sanderx from the 2d
Platoon bayoneted one armed with a Russian burp gun, laying against rice paddy
bagk leg badly shot, Kept circulating in field nicking up wounded , one

of prisoners was the bugler, I .



Capt Haberman, Sv Bty L

Artillery support too far out, They were too close to us, None of the men
in field were killed by artillery fire, Artillery fire to ri;&_ht of Hill 397
and up on Hill 397,

I kept calling for 81 mm support and they would fire two or theee rounds
and then eease, They did not reslize that we were being hit as hard as wexm
we were,

—_— : were
The next day therc was a airdrop and we*resuppliedwith ammo,

Bhe next morning 1100 airdrop, one bundle hit right on top of the tank Co
CP, I sent back 8 men two from each squad, iie were feeding hot chow
at the company CP 50% at a time,

Lverything was quiet during the day and we thought thst dhey had wit hdrawn,
e went ouifand picked up wounded Chinese. 2 &mm mortars . two mschine cuns.
a few rifles,

The night of the action 13: next day 1,

Early that night, it got dark“gt 18109\’11‘9_1,r had been sunny although the
snow remained on the ground, Heard bugles. horni vark saw flares,
20 mimtes after dark hit us, hit szme place, Cplm,machine E -, }mnar
was \_vounded and Cpl O took over the gun, Abmt. ‘::;cs;uad, firing rifles, machine
gunx sitting just off Hill 397 giving them overheard support,
2¢quads hit betweey where 1 tied in with the 1st Plat, The lst Plat was also
under attack, 1hey knocked out 2 positions of 1 st rlat, 2 foxholes by pole
or satchel charges, killing 4 men, one a Korean civilian who was carrying a rifle,
Set a machine gun and started firing across the 3d Platoon's right flank,
My BAR man was hit, I took the BAR and put it in my hole. when I had joined
the 3d Plat Jan 22 they did not have a 3d Plat and it wes a new plat. The
3 sguad leaders and plat ldr were all old men who had seen combat.

I calledlt Heath and asked him if the lst plat was still up there,
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About 2200 when they broke thru
"Heath, is the lst Platoon still up in péi;tion?" Hezth said, "Yes," .
Moo th aros 6 co-lact e th Trd?.«ir ek cotect wmtl SFC Pomikl R S Sl ~f &—
e ALK,
Sgt Mok Klotz and I shouted, “Anyone from the lst Platoon." At thet
tim: the CCF overan the foxhole on my right flank and I could see 4 CCF
over and to the rear of Sgt Querry's hole, I yelled over to him to
back over his hole
throw some grenades, Uommnications with the scuads was out except Cpl
Bennett, and I still had commnication with Lt Hesth,
t"I‘har-e are four of them at the rear of your hole, toss a grenade up and
" hands and
over, I knew that they wer: GCF because they were on their knees and I could
see the shovel on their backs,

About that time the mg in the first platoon area fired across the 3d Flat
and Sgt Querry couldn't rise to throw a grenade, I took my AR and my runner
PFC_Enman. from my hole fired on 4 CCF with BAR and M=l, killing the 4 CCF
about 5 or ten minutes after lst breakthrough, llooked down and saw about
15 or 20 crawling from dry creekbed toward Sgt Querry's hole, Cpl Ott€sen

latoon
was engaging a -Eﬁd with his mg, -wsew-ebout® X I told Querry that they were
comixj I said, "About 15 or 20 of them are coming up to your right front,
He wouldn't stick his head up. 1 opened up with my HAR and the runner fired
ans
his M=1, They kept working until they got up on the hill, crewling & throwing
whick.
smal' potato smashersp firih‘ a fizzing grenade, I told Querry to tossa couple
of grenades out, 3 in hole,wprivate killed, Sgt hit, Sgt Q and the other
i
sgt ran over and jumped in ﬁ;gu hole on top of #wim, 1heChinese threw a satchel
charge in Sgt Q hole killing the private who remain,

Other sg hit on way over, 1 told Sit Querry, "Get the hell out of here and
get back with your squad.," I couldn't fire. I told him twice, He jumped out
and was shot through the sholder. 1 got a litter team to evacuate the two

sergeants,

o



The Chinese atarted crawling toward my position tossing grenades as they canme,
Uneﬁgg'two and Li=Me shot him, ''he BAR jammed on {he 10th round,

i used my pen knife to evacuate the shell but 1 dropped it and couldn't find

it. fHnman took his mecsskit knife but it wouldn't work in the slot, So I started
to fire my crabine, Une was 10 ft, raising on his kmees, carbines snapped on me
0il was cold and didn't ro all the way home, L grabbed shold of the operating
handle and pushed it by hand shoved itwith the palm of my hand and slammed the
boltl in and shot 4 rounds at him, killing him, .e killed about 3 or 4,

MG firing across from lst Plat at 2400 hit runner in eye, rie started
I don't vant my mother to see me this way.:
shouting, " I am hit in the face Lt Mmflwwy I am hit in the face," Blood
Get me back off the hill,"
spurted from his eye, L cquieted him down, ¥ Lay down, . can't take you out now,"
Kl /amon's '

I called to Sgt ﬂ‘% "Hey Sgt Kldftz, send the medic over Emew's been hit,n
! o CCF
At thet time L couldnit pet him out because a couple “were behind nyy hole,

The medic came over immedistedl; 2-3 mimutes and bandaged him up, L asked
him if he could still fire his M-l, He said, No, Ican't see, . said,
“Can you load the magazines for my carbine?" He said that he would try,
he didn‘t know, He went ahead loading them while L was firing,

I asked the Medic if I got him over the top of the hill (about_ 12 ft to

the top, could he get him back, ie got his right eye cleared and he said that
1 fa--‘;r&‘--—-:
he could make it. i told the medic to take him over the hill, ‘he medic got

over the hill and stawted running and dragged him to the P and did not returnas!isd r?«J*'

By this time about 0030, ‘iwo CCF enveloped Cpl Ottfsen's hole and threw
Klutt 2.
grenades in his hole 2, knocking out the mg, . hollered over to 5gt ¥iotz.

‘What's happened to the maching gun, it has stoppea firiug. He said that
offesen’s
they have overiua his position, ©ttixomposition is kmocked out and the
Opfesen wko urs
CCF were coming in between 8&% and CPL Benne§, I call ed Bemnett®on extreme
,h’?ls holding fastosd
left flank. Bernnett had nd-yet been hit I told him to take a cpl men and tr¥

to fill gap where Cpl O had been knocked out I calledlt Heath , "Heath is the
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M/Sgt
1lst Platoon still there?" Heath asked the lst Platoon sgt who was in a little

house by the CP whether they were on the hill? Hexsdid , Yes, Siace he wes s co~tact w
Sgt Sc}midt‘:t:pt. one squad from the lst Plat on the right portion of the platoon
sector, 8% Cliff & to 12 ft hi, CCF came up, barbed wire beside road blown
up by CCF using hangalore torpedowes and xkxmmx satchel charges,
Fxfim: I said that thelw left flank was not there because there were CCF there
firing =2t my position., I cogivinced him that they were up there, I told him
that he would have to cend some ammo and replacements as we were getting low
on ammo and had cuite a few wounded,
At 045 he calledback and said that a squad was on th: way from F Co,
Sgt Kbtz vwas firing the 2d mg at the gap. Cpl 0
Cpl Bennett closed the gap which Cpl O tison, Cpl Bennetl shot bugler on
2dnote, Bennett hit by a erenade, part of hand bdowm off, hit in shoulder by
ca....-;......cJ?-'-.
bullet, in head by shrapnel and I lost -eemmo with him,
100 Kt ThHa
20k5 Squad leader from F Co contacted Sgt Klotz, Sgt #toz started to
take them to gap in 1lst Plat, two CCF with burp guns right behind my hole
not ten feet from Sgt Klotz fired at him and he killed both with his M1,
He left his mg., The mmad was wounded trying to fill gap.
Sgt ébhﬂb’; returned to his machine gun and said, 'McGee, we have to stop them,
They have all been hit," The CCF started to come towards us m,& this time
all the positions on our right and left ‘had been knocked out as far as I could
see, We were doing all the firing, .4‘2:1 Platban did have one mg in support of
us, They were not being attacked., 2d Platoon mg cezsed firing anmd pulled back
at 0200,
Ktz
I hollered over to ktebw—and asked him if he knew how Bennett's scuad
was making out, He said, "I think that three or four are still left.," They(“— CCF) '
kept working in from the left and right and I was gettin out of ammo, Sgt

Kitrz— K2
Kiebe-was having trouble with his machine gun, I hollered at Xlota, "It

———
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It looks like they have got us-Kled=," He replied, "let's kill as nmany of
the sb as we can before they get us," Machine gun jammed with a cartridge in
the chamber, Xt 0215, I hollered over to him, "Let's try to get out,"
re~ades
Let's throw what we have left, fire what we can and try toget
Bennett ** PN
back over the hill toward O++ieemls squad, Ve go over the top of hill,

hollered for Bennett, found 3 men from his squad on th e reverse slope and

returned to the 60! ‘ . oz sa
m"!mwmh Fl o ¥l [l 6O el ’
Mart_irs « had been sent to

M“O—'J
Heath, Commo went out at 2300, Sent him back after 2300, 2d time

at
t811 Heath need men ammo and litter team. One—béme 2350 started up with
15 men from 503 FA Bn, sent some up to lst platoon, Got to top of hill
CCF opened up and all took off but three, He made several trips assisted
company
by wire team carrying ammo, Two were wounded by mortar round, One died before
we got him off hill, the third disappeared,
Duripgg the nite the CCF took 4 wounded towsrd west of Hill 397.
Men were not working fast enough and they threw grenades behind them to
make them walk faster, Finally, 3 were shot with rifles and killed,
PRC Donslé A
First picked"Brown up he was woundedin left arm and legs, few more wounds
from grenades, tri:d to get Brown to shake hands, refused, broke his arm,
told him to go over hill to Chinese CP, went to right to road late afternoon
1615 picked up by tankers on side of road.* (atory of Brown to mediec to lst Sgt
to MaGee)
Kl 2
The Col Edward orddred Heakth to retake the hill, I got Sgt ¥iotz
and 4 men., The CP was by the 60 mm, '/e started to round up what people we
could it was around 0300, I got my 5 boys, another platoon arrived from F Co,
I told Heath, "Get a couple of t anks to help us but we couldn't do it with
what men we had," He tried to get the tanks but failed,

Just before daybreadk we moved our tanks up to the cut
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Platoon from F Co was to go to left., ‘riedto get 503 man, Contacted
ant officer & or 10, Some office , Capt Ramshﬁry ran some out with a pistol
0430% that is hearsay.

About 0345 we are making our attack F Co laid down a b.se with 2 lite mg,
120 mm mortars, 15, 60 mm rite back of F Co , 3 men wounded, iortars wounded
2 of McGee's men, loft Me, SgT K, runner lMartin and one man, Fla to-n of
F Co failed to get hill, Ranger Bm Platoon arrived at 0400, tried to take
hill, It He:th went up on hill with them., Heath got hit, machine gun
frontal assault. Artillery not firing too close, Rangers got a few men on
top. mlled back, small arms, mortars, grehadas, mags, pulled back to next
rdige line, |

Next attack to be from left, Lt Mc only had Sgt K and runner.

started to make assault, Baker Co. Xmk to make the assault,

— — e

Ixam _on opé

G Co made attack, ‘e started meving across ridge line Sgt Klotz got

shot. I went down to the CP,
After we got off the hill, at daybreak the 503 fired point blank at hill,

Elirs 8 C Loy —

EDWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty

Shegr
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m INTERVIGNER : Capt Edward C Williamson
181835 Uctober &t wURUN-NI, KORwA

s RA16335501, Inf, Rifleman in 3d Platoon,
Company G, 23d Infantry Kegiment, 118 Swartz St Martimsburg , W, VA,

TxNwXxxan, Inf, RA16327522, Rifleman in 3d Platoon  2d squad
2200 Femwrite Drive, Madison, Wixe

pre

Cpl Kenneth C Green, Inf, RA16278410, Rifleman in 3d Platoon, 3d squad
Route 1, Egu Claire, Wime

Pre—
Cpl Roy F Benoif, Inf, RA11169452, Rifleman in 3d Platoon, lst squad
21% Curtis St, Worcester, Mass
(e PFY

Sgt Donald E Nelson, Inf, RA1l7281741, Rifleman in 2d squad, 2d Plat
91, 15 Ave S, Minneapolis, Minn.

Cpl Bernard Jack, Inf, RA16324092, Baker in the kitchen,

3161 Washington Blvd, Indianopolis, Ind,
cgé;t. Herbert G Ziebell, Inf, 51621.1..231;, Rifleman in lst squad, 3d Plat,
400 Brockway, Oshkosh, Wisc, ,

Sgt Donald Nedson, whole bn went on patrol, went out thru 3d Bn.
started to come back in, enemﬁr in village, N of Chipyong Pengmi-san,
Got back into position about 2100, 2210 the enemy hit,

Sgt Ziebell- I was just going on my hour of guard, Lwo men in
a hole, sitting in a foxhole, about 5x5 in foxhole with Cpl Benoig.
Ziebell woke up Cpl Benoif when they started firing, "There is some
firing going on over by the rest of the platoon, Get up and get ready."
I didn't stabt firing right away, I didn't fire because I didn't see
anybody to fire at the darkness would draw fire,

Cpl Green was pulling guard, heard firing to the left of him, I woke
up Pvt Henry Heimerl a dn another boy. I told them to wake up that there
there was firing. They got up and we =at there and waited,

Sgt Nelson, 1 was in a hole with Pvt Jack Ward arguing who would
pull puard first, we could hear digging 600 yeds south of us.

I heard a whistle, iie both jumped out of our hole and got our bazooka

/e were across a rice paddy, Our Ath squad mg opened up. Pvt Andrew C

Warf. We took our bazooka. ward threw a couph ﬁil ﬁp:_.}nds in the bazooka



fired at some flashes 800 yards to the south near some rocks, He fired 3
rounds. On the 3d round the back-btlast came out the side, the powder buring
his face. <The next morning we fired two more rounds with the bazooka,

Late the next morning we fired one round with the bazooka over wheres they
were digpging in and 12 ran out,

M

" There were at least 3 air drops the next day, e were right by the
airfield and mortar rounds came in near the kitchen one every 10 #drutes,
82's.,
They hit us about 2145, A few were sleeping, Sgt Ziebell hesrd
yelling. opXxx®@x Cpl Benoig heard digging on a knoll 100 yds to the front,
Cpl Benoig heard a mg to his front, shooting to the right, iie had
a mg 20yds 3d Plat, and mg 150 yds to the left 2d Plat, Those mg fired
back, 15 min, en mg silenced,

About 0245, the enemy got into the lst rlat area, Sgt Klotz pulled
the lst squad of the 3d Plat under Cpl Raymond Ber_mett. out of their lholes.
and a squad from Fox Co. Cpl Benoig and Sgt Ziebell went walked 30 yds
spread out and reached the ridge line, the enemy were on the other side
of the hill, The CCF were firing automatic weapons and were on our right
flank in the lst Platoon holes, About 20 min later 5SGt K told the 2 squads
to rull off the hill, we got a 1/3 way down and the UCF opened fire on us,
¢pl Benoig was Hit by bullet in the legs, 1 walked behind the 503 and
the medics, Cpl Bennett was also wounded left leg and right hand both went
together,

Almoss at the bottom of the hill, Lt Hesth came up and attempted

to organize Sgt Ziebell, lst Sruad, squad from F Co, and some men from the
503, He had admost 30 men, Attempting to block hole, "We have to retake
the hill." Mortare were falling in 5 or 6 , 82 mm cvery 10 mimtes,
We started up the hill and got halfway. Mortars and small arms broke
up the attack, At OL1l5 they came off the hill, ihey attempted 3 or 4 times
to take the hill back, wWuring the next day, pulled back on next ridge line ..

i
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503 firing pointblack where rrench were forced off and by us,
At O415 the 503 left their guns because they were undm;Lnemy fire,
Guns sitting ther: by themsclf between the two ridgelines,
Upl Green got wounded at 0300 was up on top of hidl waiting for t
two squads to come up , ricochet of bullet hit him on side of the mse,
I walked down to the bottom of the hill,
0800 when the firing st:rted,
Down at the kitchen the only hole was the sump hole and the kitchen
personnel 8 crowded in there, Nobody remarked about the smell,
when the troops came down for breakfast it was a problem trying

to fry the flapjacks between morter rounds and airdrops,

o
EDWARD C WILLTAMSON
Capt Arty
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Supplemental Interview

INTSRVIBVER: Capt Gdward C Williamson

lst Lt raul J McGee, Inf, 0967870, 3a Platoon Leader, Company G,
<3d Infantry Regiment, Route 7, Box 82, Charlotte, NC

191500 November 1951 CHIP'YONG-NI, KORGA

Uown the slope in front of my foxhole I placed a hend
grenaue with trip wire attached, It was exploded by a Cainese.
The Chinese were on the first night on the knoll jusi above
Epl Querry'ss hole, about fifteen faet

After <300 we mo longer had commnications, and I sent
Martin back to the CP with messages concerning the situation
and also to clarify whether or not the lst Platoon was in
position. Heath was doubting me when I informed him through
Mgrtin that the lst Platoon was no longer tying in with the
3d Platoon, He would call Toih each time and tell Mariin
what Toth told him,

Lt Finn had his CP in & cave 75 yards to the rear of
his MIR., (Lt McGee and the interviewer located the cave
and also the foxholss whose positions are shown in the
sketch of the 3d Flatoon position).

Elorn it CHlE e

EDWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty
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lst Lt Arthur J Junot, armor, O20zLl22, lst rlatoon Leader, lank 3
{lUI’ﬂ. ul’l“'{, .r‘..)-.l lnlﬂlltli} .eg,l_..&'.’,rl‘t,, 367 Ave ."L, J‘.’».lrt 1‘1‘1.1.6“’ la' /

/ Lmuu Ueiober FlA=RI INPERVISWER: Capt Edward C Williamson

During the nite we sati 2000 moved tanks two, mine and Sgtlst Cl 'im Brown
moved in between 503 and 60mm , and trained our guns on the hill in case of
a brakethrew. Sgt Brown's tank ha:' a bad starter and we stay:d hookedup
throughout the nite, A few minutes before daybreak somebody from the hill
yelled there they go across the paddies, get a few tanks up here, So I gave
'Sgt Brovm a pull and started his tank, loved out to the road just me,

Just forward of the Co G and F_F contact pt, 50 cal mg nest there 503's
One had been killed during the nite and was lying in road. The MG boys
pointed out tarpgets by firing burst and we would crack down on them with 76,
We fired 60 rounds HE and zpmkm WP, I moved back and Sgt Brown moved his tank
55 rounds
up &nfl fired at them, 0900 couldn't see anymore te;rgets
Orders I‘rom company to report back to tank co, ammoes, gassed , pulled maintl
M/Segt Andrew Reyna
1600 reg roquasted 2 tks with G Co, My platoon sgt requested to go up.
I sent his aectio: gFC Pitlick., Thev went into position SFC Pitlick in gap
at contack, &R Reyna 65 yds covering draw behind Fich,
At daybreak I went up with my section to join them, Nobody tut Gooks on
the hill, I got ahold of Reyna and he said that there had been a hell of a ff

and that the 503 was firing pointblank on the hill

% Right on nose could see one or two at a time, About 10 Frenchman
0645 asked tanks for grenades, Frenchmen began climbing hill where lst rlat
had been; had w/d about 0230or 0300, Got about 20 yeds from top grenade fight,
T yan one tank to corner and started shooting on bock side of hill., Shooting
50 and 30 couldn't raise 76 hi enourh, L could see about 10 CCF on top of hill
in holes G Co avery now and then one wonld throw a grenade, nose stuck out
iiine filed kept me within a small section, e wida n5t4n ted 10, r ench
ro on top, mg in culvert firing on I'r. tank unable to fire on mag.
mg about. £ 60 yards from the top protected by knoll, 3 more rR and Capt

21lare from 503 with BAR and wve couldn't do anymore good, L took Thompson



=

2 meuh fire) ¢r pinned down, run back, killed 4-5 enemy along road,
returned to contact point, 4lmost 0800, Then 10 Fr pulled back from hill,

' tk col e xec
about 0820, Fr kept yelling to get somebody to reoocupy it, Capt Vontom
from Tk Co, He said that B Co was going to counterattackand wantedtk support,.
#e looked it over and decided to get mxkk 2 tanks on ridge line and
Baker to envelop from right and George from left,

About 1000 jumped off., Baker got almost to the top of the nose
I tried to pull my tank up on the nose, Sgt Pitlick went around deaw to go
up on ridge, L lost sight of him as he went around drow ., I got just about
up to crest, hadn't fired a round didn't see any CCF., I looked out into the
»~
muzgle of a 75 recoiless, My tank started slipping and slid to the bottom,
That made the hill slipperty tried another time and couldn't get any traction

at all, . go a radio mes from SFC Pitlack that his tank couldn't pull up the
Taskek ridge, I called sgt iena and had his tk and Sgt Doyle Smith had those

two tks fire oj targets of opportunity all along the ridge and Sgt P and me
kept moving around area seeking targets. e tried four other places to get up
on the ridge without success, Something a dud hit the ridge in front., oSgt
two more hit, Sgt Rena calledme on the radio, /Lt get the hell outof there,
went on back and he told me an SP was firing, Pulled tanks back to ridge wh:re
G Co was. were in the process of ammoing up., sniper shot in area all day long,
never hit anybody. Contimued to shoot on ridge. reuturned to tk co to ammo up
1300 or 1330.

Gapt Pratt came up before the vompany o assault and he and L worked out

a plan for the operation ol the tanks,

FM%%»F-

EDNARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty

A
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lst Lt Cher es w Hulburt, armor, 061331, 4th :latoon iLeaucr,
Bd negimentel rank Compuny, <3d infuntry ..egiment, Anoka, Minn.,

INTERVIENER: Capt Edward ¢ Willamson

171600 Uctober WORUN=-NL, Ko ilwa

1 came in on the following morning afi:r vompany G haa
witharawn to its final position. at that time Lompany u was
counter-attacking with Company B and the lst nanger Company. .
was sen. aown the roau with five mhu8 Sherman tanks from the 4th
Plutoon of the <3d iegimeital rank vompany., i1he rocd wus on Lompany
G's right flunk. wur counter-attuck very acurly secure. the crest
when the enemy on the reur slope, throwing gremdes and aided by
croselire from a hill to the west, drove us buck., we finally
secured a toeho u on the hill at 1400 hrs.

1he major obstacle to tankers were our own mines .which
forced us Lo cut under the pbiurf, i1he Chinese thwrew frugmentation

grenades on us from the bluff,

Etrimnd O e

EDWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty



DEPAALTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

i S



R

W

INTERVIEWER : Capt Zdward C Williamsom

vapt John A Elledge, Arty, OlOL2<82, Liaison Officer to 37th
Fierd Artillery Battalion, bBattery B, 503d Field Artillery
Battialion, Hedding, Cal.

311300 Uctober 1951 CHIFU=RI, KUR:ZA

We were in a virtually separate perimeter. ‘ihe 503d's
Company B had four killed ana twenty-eight wounued.

At the contact point between Company G anu the IFrench located
in the ruau', there was a 30 cal machine gun anu @ 50 cul machine gun.
1t was menned by a four muan Crewu.

Between 0400 and 1500 the next day, the 503d gun position was

in no-man's land. Just before daylight the CCF got into the gun positions,

blew horns, started motors and shot out windshields., The gun crews

withurew.

At 2300 an enemy mortar shelil scoreu a direct h t on the
coipany coutact point on the right flank, shortly after an eight
man carrying party haa arrived with amminition for tne two .acnine
guns. ‘twWo men were killed ana ei ht wounded, Gpl Russell M

Stiltner who was not hit contimued to man one of the machine guns,

Etevol Ol e
EDWARD C WILLIAMSON
Capt Arty
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Copy of letier, .su ot Jonzlu . liller Korea,l8 October 1951
Lo major woy ap lesen L& cet 51

Dear Sir,

To the best of my knowledge and with the help of
F Co. after action report (which I wrote) the following action happened
at CHIP-YONG-NI,(Korea),on the 13th,l4th,15th and 16th of February 1951

At this time,TI have been unable to secure a map of

corclons Loy
the area,thus I am unable to give you the fine point eeerduemee of
the platoon positlions,hoping that you will be able to do so from other
information.

On the 13th of February 1951, Fox Co, was in a de-~
fensive position at CHIP-YONG-NI,with the 1lst and 2nd platoon on 1line
with the 3rd platbon 1in support;the weapons platoon in position airec-
tly behind the 3rd platoon. The 2nd platoon tlied in with the 2nd pla-
toon of G Co. on the right and the 1lst platoon with E Co. on the left.

The day of the 13 February 1951 the Company was oc-
cupled laying mines and trip flares in front of their positions,the
day was qtilet as far as enemy action was concerned,but at 2200 hrs.
small arms fire was heard in the French sector,and Increased steadllye
It became apparent that the enemy was lauching a huge attack,activity
was noted around hill 397 (80-45);artillery and mortar fire was direc-
ted on this hill by Fox Co. 0.P.,at approximately 0130 hrs.,14 Februa-
rys;one squad of the 3rd platoon was sent over to G Co. to assist in
case of an enemy penetration. The enemy withdrew at 0530 hrs, At 0900
hrs. Fox Co. C.0. and the 1lst and 3rd platoon leaders made a reconnals-

gance of ¢ Co. defensive positions,and plans were made at this time for

either the lst or 3rd platoon to reinforce any sector of G Gom



who under enemy pressure should be penetrated,as it was apparent the ene
my would launeh a stronger attack on G Co. when night comes. At 2330 hrs
the enemy again launched a heavy attack on G Co., position,the attack was
launched with such force G Co. was forced to withdraw to the next small
hill approximately 300 yrds. to their rear. At 0300 hrs. the 15th of Felm
ruary,the 3rd platoon of Fox Co. was ordered over to assist G Co. 1in re-
taking the ground lost. Upon reaching G Co. the 3rd platoon Joined a
platoon of Rangers and was ordered to attack and regain the lost terrain
both platoons went immediately into action,the enemy repulsed the attack
with mortar,machine gun and small arms fire,the casualtles were so high
it forced the 3rd platoon and the Rangers platoon to withdraw,the 3rd
platoon had 22 W.I.A. , 1 M.I.A. and 5 men were left. The Ranger platoon
casualties were unknown,but it was apparent that they were uneffective
due to heavy casualties. It was estimated at this time that the enemy
had at least one Regiment on G Co. o0ld position. At approximately 0700 hs
B Co. started into the attack for the position with two t#nka but was dré
ven back at 0900 hrs. G Co. had only the 2nd platoon left,and they had
not been hit by the enemy,this platoon was then attached to F Co. at this
time,during the daylight hours of the 15th of February ,I was on F Co.
0.P. and could with no trouble look down upon the enemy on G Co. 0ld po-
sition. 54/c ,60 and 80 mm mortar and artillery was directed on the eney
my from F Co. O.P. The Air Corps appeared and it was found that the Fox
Coe. 0.P. was the only place the air strikes on the enemy could be direc-
ted most effectively. Thus F Co. 0.P. directed all of the air strikes on
the enemy with exellent results, At approximately 1430 hrs. lead tanks
from the 5 Cav. Regt. came in behin& the enemy and total confusion fell
on the enemy ,breq;ing up the enemlies attacks,the enemy started to with-
draw under terriffic fire from the tanks,artillery,mortar,M/G and small

arms fire.The enemy withdrew towards hill 397 and to the West suffering



-3 - ]

heavy casualties. On the 16th of February F Co. remained in position
and supported E Co. and B Co. who sent out patrols with the mission to
gearch out the ridge limes running to and including the top of hill 397
No enemy was encountered.

The casualties inflicted on F Co. for this period : 13th
to 16th of February were: 1 X.I.A., 1 M.I.A. and 30 W.I.A.

The casualtles inflicted on the enemy between the 13th and
16th of February were: 250-300 killed or wounded.

I hope this will help you in some small way,in writing the
true pilcture of this action,I am sorry,I cannot be more specific on cer=-

taln detaills as so much time has elapsed since the action occured.

Sincerely,

) %

DONALD 0. MILILER
lst Lt. Inf
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p. 8 Aft-r the "Twin Tunnels" operction, the 23d Regimental Combat Team
comt inued the attack tc the Key communication center of CHIPYONG=NI on

3 February 1951, The 23d RCT scecured the tovn in the late afternoon with
only sporadic enemy resistence from th: vicinity of Hill 506, By 2000 hrs,
the 23d RCT had occupied defensive positions on the high ground surrounding
the town, During the period 2-12 February, the 23d RCT contimued its con-
solidation of positions on the perimeter with the mission of holding
CHIPYON-NI to: (1) Deny the enemy the use of the road net; (2) To hold the
left flank of line 2-2 until the 3 ROK Division in X Corps reserve could
deploy along this line and attack to the North, The 23d RCT conducted vig-
orous patrolling in all directions for a distance of three (3) miles,
Company-size patrols were dispatched daily, which engaged various size enemy
groups to the North and Northwest.

Six hill which were desirable to occupy: 345 to the northwest;

503 to the northeastj; 1L9 and 319 to the southeast ; 397 to the south

and 248 to the west, dominated the area around CHIPYONG-NI. A perimeter
formedon these hills would have required more troops than were available to
the Regimental Commander, Therfore a smaller perimeter had to be established
on lower, less desirable ground, To accomplish his mission and still main-
tain a reserve, the Regimental Commander had placed the rifle companies of
the 23 ECT around the perimeter in a clock-like fashion, 1lst Battlaion

at 12:00 and 1:00 o'clock; 3d Battalion from 2:00 to 5:00 o'clock; 2d
Battalion from 5:00 to 7:00 o'clock, and the French Battalion from 7:00

to 11:00 O'clock, The Regimental Commander retained "B" Company of the

1st Batttalion and the lst Ranger Company as the regimental reserve, within
the primeter, behind "A and "C Companies, With the units in these positions,
the night of 12-13 February passed with no enemy contact, However, all units
on all x

Pe 9 sidedx of the perimeter reported intense flair activity,

Normal patrols for the daylight hrs of 13 Feb reported increased enemy
activity close to the perimeter in three directions, North East and west,
Air OF reported enemy groups to the North and East moving toward the
perimeter and TACP directed forty flights of aircraft against the eneny,
when it was not possible to place artillery upon them, Enemy were
reported moving southeast of CHIPYONG=NI westward toward the MSR
where the 2d Recon Company, reinforced b L Co, Sth Inf engaged in a
fire fipht withdrawing to a position south of the perimeter,

Between 2200-2300 hrs, enemy small arms and mortar fire began to fall
on the perimeterf from the northwest, north and southeast, Shortyl
thereafter, enemy troops attacked the lst Bn which wes occupying the
northern sector of the perimeter, Heavy mortar and artillery fire
preceded this attack. As midnight approached, activity spread in
other direction until the 3d Battalion on the Southwest was the only
unit not in contact with the enemy. Activity subsided somewhat af er
midnight,

At 0100 hrs of 14 Feb the enemy launched another strong attack from
the north and then from the northwest which ere repelled, '

p. 10 At 0215, the enemy launched new attacks from the southwest and
southeast, with the enemy force from the southeast making a desperate
frontal assault against the positions of "K Company, At 0245 hrs
friendly troops were still holding both areas, therefore the enemy attacked
from the northwest against the pesitions held by the French Battalionm,
Fifteen mirmtes later, the enemy hit C Co again but the defending troops
repulsed these effobsts, By 0530 jrs, most of the pressure wes off the
troops in the perimeter, except for the French who were still receiving
attacks from the NI which they repulsed, C Co had regaines its positions
But K Co was fighting fiercely to hold their sectér, The stubborn

enemy launched another attack from the north aginst C Co at 0545 but

was repulsed, In the south the enemy had made unsuccessful attempts

to infiltrate through the line,

At 0630 the enemy attacked the perimeter from the SE but was driven
off by K and I Co, Elsewhere on the perimeter, the enemy was feinting at
the lines and withdrawing., At 0730 K Co was on the SE still fighting and the
¥r Bn was hit again on the NW, tut shortly after, the enemy broke physical con=-
tact on the entire perimeter, Observers reported occasional momorCREDEm
enemy activity during the rest of the morning and intormitt.ent.lz ﬁtar
rounds fell inside the perimeter, During the afbtmoon of 14 F 'ﬁ,n? e



TACF brought in three air strikes to the south and the 23d RCT recedived
2L air drops of ammo. Also the enemy increased his activity to the south,

The 1st enemy action of the evening occured at 2030 , when
p. 11 K Co received a mortar barrage. At 2130 C Co renorted sounds of
enemy digcing in to their frong

Similtaneously wth an attack from the S on the 2d Bn area the enemy
broughth the 23d CP under heavy SP pun, mortar and SA fire, The fipghting
abated for a short period tut at 0130, the 15 of Feb., K Co repulsed two
attacks, while pressure increased on the south and southwest against G Co,

At 0230 hrs the enemy peneirated I C but were driven out with the
aid of L Co, G Co w/d at 0315 having heavy losses, The Regt CO ordered
counter-attacks to retake the lost ground, A composite force of Rangers,
one platoon of F'Co and the troops, which remained from G Co was
agsembled to accomplish this mission, While they wer: forming, A and
C Companies repulsed anotherx severe attack from the North., The counter= p.1l2
attack to retake "G Co positions commenced at 0615, At 0800 the enemy
repulsed the counter-attacking composite force with heavy losses to the
friendly troops, The Regimentsl CO ordered "B Co to the G Co area to
retake the vital lost ground , and thus secure the interprity of the perimeter,
Heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire from the reverse slopes of
B Co objective prevented them from taking and holding the position.
Supporting tanks were unable to gain positions for assault fire because the
roads were heavily mined, At 1400 B Co was still unable to move so tie
TACP brough in air strikes and napalm drops which routed the enemy and
enable B Co to proceed to their objective,

With the coming of full daylight the activity on the remainder of the
perimeter ceased and airm drops began to resupply th> almost completely
exhausted stocks of ammnition,

By 1630 B Co could see leading element of the 5 Cav Task force
approaching from the SW, The men within the perimeter could see the enemy
fleeing to hills as the column drew nearer and nearer, ‘1hese fleeing
troops were taken under artillery fire, #The 5th Cav entered the
perimter at 1715 p; 13

o

Command Heport
Headquarters, 23d Infantry Hegiment
2d Infantry vivision
February 1951
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Lt Cel James W Hdwards
lCapt KH-wsberg Capt Jehn H Ramsburgz,Jehn H

Cpl kogzuet Cpl James C Meuzeat
Set Querry S¢t Franklin H Guerry
Cpl Otiesen Cpl Eugene L Ottesem —
Cpl Benneit, Raymend
SGt Kletz SKFC Bill C Kluttz
Cpl 5Sanders Sgt Beleslow N Saonder
PI'C Ennan Pvt Cletis D Inmen
Sct Schmidt SFC Demald R Schmity
Martin PFC Jebn N and PVT imxmier Leanoer (MIA)
PFC Broewn, Denald H
Capt Pratt, B Co, Capt Ventem SFC Pitlick
M/Sgt Teth , M/S.t Emery S Teth
S¢t Weider Sct Renald J Weider &
PFC Lucss Pete Jr
PiC Harris PFC Charles D
Cpl MeCeoruack Cpl Maurice McCermick
SFC Egcenberg SFC Vernen Egzenburg
Lt Gibsen , 37 FA BEn
Pvt Henry Heimerl PVT Herman Heimerl
Pvt Jack Ward
Pvt Andrew C Warf Cpl Andrew C Warf

PFC Hey F Ieneoit

Pvt EKenneth Green

FFC Denild E Nelsen

gpxx Herbert Ziebell, PFC

WIA and evacuated: 13 Feb 4, 14 Feb 1, 15 Feb 43
KIA 13 Feb 3, 15 Feb 11
MIA 15 Feb 10. Casuslty Status List, 33 Inf Regt

Merning Repert

13 Feb., 6 0, 4 present 2 abs, 200 EM assizned 7 att, 178 present fer duty, 24 sk 3 AWO
3 TD DS

Coupsny sent out .we ,einﬁi?ec-d plaiteoens en patrel Departed 0930 hrs returned

at 123, hrs. Ne casu-lties hemiinder of day was speni training wes her celd, mer:le

excedlent, 17 KOK enlis.ed nenm

#zFeb 22

15 Feb 51 Unit ceun er<tttscked by CCF 0015 Ce withdrew 30 0 yds 1 Off 37 kb Wia
31 &M MIA -atiack cen.imued until 0730. 2d Plst atch te E Ce foer dy rest of Ce

in wébile reserve for b

P, Sfouwar 1
Vm—Z—»j j“"}f“ éh 7//

7J;f,ﬁLwa- Bo,ﬂJ/
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##2= <d Platoon MIR
(5) Foxholes
(6) Company F position
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rraln soutn ol vompary G positlon
wi

(10b )Direction of Chinese withdrawal 14 February 1951
(11) Culvert
(12) MSR used by Task Force Crombez

(13) Dead spot in dry creek bed

of



#6- Clump of trees overlooking dry creek bed
(14 ) Hude Chinese shelter
(15) Dead spot in dry creek bed
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#7~ knoll on small hill mass occupied by 1lst Platoon on right
flank of 3d Platoon
(16) Holes aug by CCF during the attack
(17) MIR of 1lst Platoon




_._.
#8- V cut where MSR crosses small hill mass
(18) Artillery-infantry machine, gun post
(19) Mine field
(20) Barbed wire
(21) 1st Flatoon position
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