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1V CRITIGUE (F TACTICS EMPLOYED IN TiE FIRST ENCCUNTER KITH TIS
: ENEMY AT CHIFTONG-NT
. (From BUSAK PIR No. 77)

Thia i= the fourth of a sardies of mix inclosures extrasted from a
capturcd enemy bosiclet eqtitled "A Cellestion of Combat Experience”, The ' _
booklot was izsusd bty Hq, XIX Ammy Group, 29 -Merch 1951, snd tranalsted
by ATIS, 25 Jume 195). .

The 117th OCF Livieica, 39th CCF Ammy, in cooperatiem with other CCF -
+To0ps was asajgned the missicon of annihilating the main N rear force _
staticned in the arcas nor:h of HOENGSUNG (2S10L9). The 115th and ll6th
Division, 39th CCF Arwy, ware further comanded bo cuxt off other enemy
foress staticmod at CHIPYCUG-NI (CS8Q48) in order to prevent the enemy .-
2rca eacaping acd to intercept eaemy rainforcexsats.

On the mowming of 2 February 1951, the CCF forces pushed forward to _
the line liniing TANSCUG-WI (CS8839), SINCHANG-EL (CS91L5), SARRURAN-NI _
(C29450) and HAMUBAN-NI (CS94L49). At this point they were temporarily
stalemsted by a pert of the 3d LIEN TUI*, the US 2nd Divisien. On the
sema night, the 1J5th Division est frem SINCHANG=NI to TANSONG-NI
and then comtinued in the dirwctiom df CHUAMNI (CS8239), along higwaye
and via mountainous areas to the scuth, to cut off the retreat of the
enezy forces in the CHIFYONG-NI area so thst thoy could not escape scuth :
te TOJU. It wvas also the missicn of the 1l6th Division to prevent enemy -

reinforcenonts from reaching the TO Biver,

The muin forse of the 115th Divisica (343rd and 344th Regiments) -
pushed forvard {rcm SOEKOHC-NI (CS8943) along railrovads nerthwasd to
MANGMI-RI (CS81L4) and KUDUN (CSBLi3). The 345th Hegiment as the reserve
foree of the arvy - (Tt two charncteis lllegible) was throwg out in a se-
curity line extemding portheast in the directien of MUNMAK.

At dovm co the Lith of February 1951, the 116th Division, pushing
forvard to CHUAMWII, agnihilated two companies of the US 2)rd Regiment.
The 115th Divisicn also arrived at IUDUN without encountering any forces ' -
e routa, On the same night the 115th Division co=menced an enveloping
maneuver, pushing forward toward tho .ency forees in CHIPYONG-NI, and
surrounded tho area in coopersticn with the. 119th Division, 1264h Divi- -
sicn and a regiment belonging.to the 125th Divis=ion. The US forees
(French tattalion, artillery battalion and a Tank TA TUI* amounting to
pore Lhen six thousand in strength) were surrounded em a narrow strip of
high ground cne or two milas to the wost. of PONGMI SAN {CSECL8) north of -

CHIPYICHG-NI, .

. On the 15th of February 1951, the_situatica was at a standstill with _
no advances being mada by either side,. AL dawn of the lbth, a command
was pocsived, ordering our forces- to cerry cut an urgent interceptien
cperation. The following 1s a surmary of the experiences and lesscns
derived from the battle and the various stages of its progress.

A. Progress of Inttle.

1. Attacle:  The attack commenced at 1L1700 February 1951; the at-
tacking troops suscessively advansed in the direction of CHIPYCNG-NI,
(At 142310 the 2nd Battalion, 34Jrd Regiment, encountercd and irmediately
engaged tha enexy at KANHION (CST946). On receiving this informatien, -
the Regiment immeciately dispatched five companies to octupy the hilltap
to the south of MASAN. The zain force of the 3rd Battalion was dispatched
to push on along MISAN. The Iive companiaes took only 4O minutcs to occupy
KANHYCHN. Hearly a hundred enemy were killed and fiva capturcd as the enemy
were forcod to the streets of FANHYL!: nowaver, due to the 3rd Batzalion's '’
- lpss of direstion, timaly contact with the 2nd Sattalien was not estabe
'Zq% Uahed, preventing Lho lotter {ren fno)lowing up its victory. ' -
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Whan cootact was established with the 3d battalimm, it was after
150300. At tast tize infarmation was roceived from tho interrogatiom of
priacners that tho encxy forces were highly concemtrated and had con-
structed stoomg field works, sc it se=mo2 impossible to achisve victory
before daybreak. Ihkis informstim wos reported to the Divisiom, whore=
upen the regiment was ordarcd to dof.md MASAY gnd wait for the attack to
be ccntizusd cn the algat of the lth.

The first battalimm of tho Mith Pegiment, 115th Division, arrived
at its line of doparturo, Irem wialel two wmsuccossful sttacks had already
been. launched by the 356th Rogicemt, L19th Divisien, =t 11520, The 1=t
Battalionm started to sttack at 14200C, but our fire powar was not ad-
equataly organizoed bacauss of the sncmy's suparinr fire power and the
open termain, For thls roasco we f2iled aach of tias three tines ws at-
tacked, with cur troops suffering heavy casucltics, .

Onmthljdhmnmmdtothamm“smthaam,
cn the command of tho Regiment facing the enefyy. At 12300 the 3d Bat-
talion arrived at its line of departurs. At that time tho 377th Regi-
pent had laupched throe attacis on a small wilitop 300 maters to tho
syouthaast of the railruad station, bul was msuccessful, losing more than
half of its forces, The 3d Battalicn wss more succesaful, Starting to
attack at 150100, it occupiod the first Rilltop within 40 minutes, taidng
the second and thiyd hilltops in succeseica, It was 150430 February 1951
bafore amy further progress into the caamy aress Was made, The Regiment
gave an order %o cease attacking, rocenstructed the fleld works immadizte
1y, and hold tho occupled positions firmly in preparation for continuing
the attack cn the mignt ef the 15th. -

; 2. Defemsor= Qg -ohe—i3th; Lhe—9e -BegprmerTuratched its 20d
Battalicn to“held the three peaks of MASAN. The ith and 5th Campanies of
the lst Bsttalicn held fast, and tho éth Cacpany was hsld in reserve,
Seversl enemy coumternttacks lsunched after our trocps ceased to attack,
wers repulsed. After daybreak, our troops, bocause of the surrounding
torrain and overconcentratian, suffered Besvy caswaltics froo enery air
and artillery attacks. However, because cf our timely troop adjustments,
and the detersinatimm = the lst Battallen, wich had beaton back sixteen
eneny countarztiacks wnile collecting ammmaitice (TN Sic), tho enecy
failed to take our positioms,

At 1500 more than 20 enemy tanks geming to reinforce CHIPYONG=T
from the direction of EOKSU-RI, surprised us: by being almosc at the door
of tho Rogisental CP bafors they weTe discaverod, sericusly threatening
the flanks and rear of the 2d Battalim. Tbe Regimont imsediatoly ordersd
the displscement of the 2d Battalicn te the positiens ocaupicd by the 3d
Battalicn., The tanks coming up to charge our resr and {lanks were sube
jected to cross firu botwaen our ist and 24 Battallens leying in ambush,
which camplctely annitlatod a compary of snemy infantry coming up on the
tanks. Twenty others, {rom the ba t:1ian commandar ¢own, werc captured.
We also destroyed four tanis and cne mebor wehicla.

The 3d Battalicn of the 3uith Ruginer:, after occupying three hill-
tops situated south-cast of the railsay station, wes prevertad by daybreak
from maksng any further explcitation of ite success and orderzd its 9th
Cazpany to hold the gecupiod positions. Tha company in tuvrn orderod one
of its platoons to holid the positionz, with cne hcavy mchine gun, whilo
the main force of the cumpany took ccwar at the base of the hill. The
enery launched four counteratiscis with s=all units (plztocna) botween
08C0 nours and 1300 hours, supperted by morsar fire. Eich of thess attacks
failing, the enexy again attacked aftov 1300 hovrs with oir supper: stral-
ing, bezbing and dropping gajsline c’as (TH Sic). With the positicns in
2lames, tho tToops still remained £+, beating lack aacthe? Lwo ensrmy
countesattacks, At 150C bours. cnery sant 3 arrived; the company, after
sufferizg heavy losscs, Was wnzble 4c ¢ope with this mew rituatZen, The
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entire battalicen moved to conemmtrste at positiuﬁa surrounding SIHDAE (25
81L5) below HAACT-SAN (C32CL6). -

On the 15th, the 115th Divisicn inteaded to continue the attack at
night, but roceived orders from tho 3904 UCF Army in the aficrnocn, ordore
ing it to contipus the attack cn the might of tho l5th, in cooporti
with the LOth Arxy. ond to maio cthar trddp adjustmmnts, Further crdeps
wero given to tho JTAL Liv‘zion 4o tak ovor tao dufcnse of the arcss sur-
rovating CEUAM-KI {CC5339) and tio 1161 Divisica to advance to the south
ef KOESU-RL (CS7742) to imversept encmy rwinforcemmnts coming 1 the
séuth, Tho emtiru i2nd lizy was distribwutud around IHO-RT, north of
MUNMAK to iptarcopt coemy roinforcemsats cesing from WORJU.

Tho 115th Divisicn mado the follewing adjustnexts:

The 343d Roginuat vas ordercd to KEAKGIANS (CS7945) and zrezs to
the south. Tho 3L4th Bogizent was to assmo command of SIME, MaNGHI-
SAN (CSBOLS) and tho areas scuth of MARUI-SAN, with its muin force rocaine
ing sy SONPUL (CS8C45). Tho 345th Rerirent was ordared to HUCHOS (CSS243)
and gountain areas to the cast with tho Division CP rocomining at KUDUN.

The various reginonts distributed thoir forces as follows: The 3Lid
Boginent ordorcd one platoen of its lst Battaiiom to MASAN (CS7947); the
£ain positicns of tho Hogioent waro the cmes them ocsupied by its lst and

3d Battalicns, The 34iih Reginwt dispatched tha lst Company of its 1st
Batzaliom to hold the enamy, its 2nd Battalicm to the wowntain arcas wost

of CHOWANG-NI (CS8345), the 3d Battalice to SINME (CSB14E), with ita main
forco resmining at MANGRO-SAN, and the regimental CP at SOETUL.

3. Disengagement: At 1560330 Fobruary 1951, the 11Sth Division ree
ceivod 2 ceded ordor from .e.....(T 411:g4blo; ordoring irmodiats dise
placezsat,  IoROTESIIETto-Tondomedsoonddatencnf tae—orpops, having
fought for 2, hours without rest, $ho many casualtiga, and obscurity ef
the situation, it was not poasibio to carry out tho displacemency ime
pediately upen receiving tho ardes. Howewor, considering <no serdng day-
breax, and fearing envolopment Sy the cmenmy if ana wiion the other fricnde
1y units withdrow, it was decided to ordor tho wericus regiments to carTy

out tha displacement,

The 343d Regiment proceaded to KOSGAG (C33548), the 3L4*%h Regiment
to MARMOL-LL (CSB7LL), the 3JiSth Regimert ta RIGESONG (CS2L9), and the
Division CP to CIOHYZN (C537La). The verious units arrived at their ree
spactive positioms at 1100 bours ca tho 16Lh, thouga with o certain

amouzt of confusion.

B, Critiqus.

1, In tho ccnduct of the entirv carmnign, or the battle ecmmand,
we have underestirated the miccy. Io view of their past charscteristics
in battle, wo cxpoetod the onoy to flao at CHITYCHG-HI, after the enexy

at HOGIGIQNG was annihflated,

2. Unfamdliarity with the situation. Wa thought the enermy had
merely field works wiea thoy had ergamizcd koy peints of deferse and othar
such dafense worlt as tmaketrs, wirs ertongsiceenmts e cetari, with tanks
acting as mobile ferirnwrcs. Ve mst enly ¢2d not orgwize, coordinate,
and have thz atfashouy o WL under a contrmiiang ezmand, it even two
regizenss of e gems u=igion 1714 w0 ioordinate thueir movements, roe
sulting in a "You figrt, I rat™ astitwlae, :

3, Oving to inmulficient timc, =g wncerestimation of the cneny
tho mobile atiacka gemamliy Tucked “aiask Lihg-st mpngh prepanf-icns,’
hanee violating the prinzanls of the "Fear auist. ama slaw” wstical
tngtuique.  Cfficors di€ ROt surver the tormin in ds£211 and famile
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iarize themsclvos accoriing to tho principls af mobile wexfare, bt ine
stead, eangaged tho encry hastlly witbout aduguste proparation.,

L. Vo did not organize and ammloy artillery fiwg, and the autillery
units laggod bohind, Infamiry worpees too. ware not axploited to thair
ful), capacity, ZFor izwcanca, tha 1wt Batsaliem, 344th Reginent, lovmeches
threo successive at®ucks an & asell RfDtop ot the s=h a: the ailay
staticn, and cach of tho throg gttacis failod in turr because of lack of
2ire support, .

5. On the night when wo fziled to dostruy the enecy and retreatod,
tho wdthiraal of our min for:c wis pot ldcquataly wxoewtod. The oncxy
wis close, facing us on tho ochor kill, and our 4rospsd woro ainsely cene
centratec; hence, though ocur lozses wiss negligiblo wn that night, yet we

- suffered ator losses &= the fellowiar day. Far instanco tho positicns

on MASAN (CS7847) could accomodsto anly o cecpamy »t most, yet the entire
2d Battalien, 343d Baginumt. wvas ordorad to daresd that hi'l whare eaeh
enemy shell ‘nfiicted sevural casusitios. Wo hnve boen taught a lessen

et tho arpanse of bhloodshod. . ) .

é. Whon carrying out an approach moveoent, if time allsws, construct
as sany ficld worles as possaiblo whils the troops adwance. Bosides tha
sary advantages to ba gained from those £ia0l4d woriss in offemso or defense,
thoy will alsc help to drcroase the number of casualtiocs suffercd by reine

forcements as they are baing orought ©» frem the rear.

7. Officors of the middle and Jowsr ranks were umakle to take advant-
age of opportunities, sasume initiastive and coordimats their movenmants
4t tho right pemont. They failed 4o take advantige of opportunitics which
the cnemy could bave beon complately ammihiiated, For instance, whoen the
2d Battaximn, -31,3¢ ROTTm=Thi—as gUEa0icng MAMM—emTmy-ecoch: Wuly Clae
coverod to be moving ai the base of the moustiin in disorderly formmtien
but 2id not attack the anery. In ancthor instanzs, the 3d Battalion of
the J.2d Rogiment lost iis boarings, rosulting in lack of coopuration,
The 1lst Batialiem, 34Lth Regiment, did not cocplute its mission to attack
the encmy, Tho 3d Batialion of tho 3b4ith Regimont did not exnlait its
success and catinue the atlack alter 1t had oceupioen the hilitops on the
front; instead it waitod for tho enery, without launehing an attack which
could have inflicted heavier casualiios upemn She snexy.

8. Inaccuracy of cozbat reportst Durang tho course of the hattlc,
the 343d Roginent sent ir a report stating that it hed antercd CHIDPYORC-NI
and was organizing attacke to bo launched against PONCMI-SAN, whils sctually
it had not even ¢rossed the railroad, Thum 2gzis, the JA4th Rogiment false-
ly reparted cacplotion of the first stago, proventing the higher cocmand
fro malcag the propor decisien, : )

9. .Interrupted and delnyud coczamieatien: Divisions wers unsble to
send temsly siiuaticn reports $o armies, and armies codld'not inform divi-
sions of their intenticns, thereby greatly =ffacting the comtrol of the .
battla. For instancs, an ordar to intorcept the onemy at 1800 hours of the
15th was received by the division at 0330 hours on ths l5th, The rosult
was that troop displacements were zarried out 'in haste,

10. Inexpericnco of divisions in carrying our interception: - Troep
displaccnents wure earricd out toe hastily, atffecting the corale of the
trocps. They wore mot a-are that the primary inten?ion of encriy reinforcce
pents was to rescue thoir croopt aurpran fod at CINFYLNS<NI, and that withe
cut knowing tho intemtion of our displicununts the uneny did not dirs ite
tack irmediately.

2 Inclosures .
Inclosure #) Overlay CIIPYCNG-NI : |
Inclosurs #2 Overlay CHIPYCNC NI I..5,00
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, The tonming overiays were preparcrd bythec-zhctim, EUSAK, to
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