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This is n story of the Infentry and its aupportf%z”ggﬁ%ﬁé!Eqizwgima in
torea. Taile 1£ is a atory of one Infantry regimant; <dts experiencea bava
ba2n ahared by the BANT regimants that hava Iought on this ruggud peninsula -
in actions as ferocious ‘and dcuparate as any in tha annnls of bkistory. It '
fa the story of a tea:, a fighting team, for it is tho tean that wins or

loses in battlo.. It 4a not a story ‘of the cxplnitn of Bl or Jim but 1t

'recoénizea with a deep
vidual heroed there would be no team. s
;=~. : 'r‘?

For the fourth time.in two weeke the 23rd Reglmental Cosbat Teea had
been ordered to cozm;ncc that rmost difffcult of all mQ{tary Operahiona,
withdrawal. Difficult not only becauss of the perfect coordinatiou and nplit
.gecond tining required to break contact with the eneny and to oove, Iorty-'
- five hnndred'meu and nix'hpndred vehicles safely over u¢rrow, wirding moun- -
tain roada, but more difficult to inspifs confidence and understanding that
the obvious reversal in the fortunes of hattle was only comentary. The plen

=as being ezecuted sccording to schedule. There was no confu:ion as the

sense of humil*ty that ware it not for these indi-- 7 .

sehicles were driven from the sclidly frozen rics paddiaa to take their placa .

-

{n the slow moving colu=n. .

o e




Past t;he‘edgi.neerrst.anding bi‘f.hair prepa:red dexolitions waltins for
the sir_;na.l to -blow bridges and :ulverts , ‘over the high pass guarded by the

. cover ing ba.t.ta.lion g.f its -sister rcgizent , the BBth In.fant.ry, t.he haad o:

_.,.

' tho colmnn mved ‘over the hard-packed zid-danuary snox and on through t.hg

_' en .toot. on ea.ch sida nf tho na.n‘ow raad with t.hei:' suppor!.ing Be:pons in

h vehiclea mving -dom Lhe canter.. U ) oo CELT /

ncunt.&.‘m deﬁles. _ Fi.rsf. the ntt.ac.hod arti_lery batta]d.on, t.ha 37t.h, dia-

pl;ci.ng t.o the Fear to cover tha rat.rograde mveuat Then, t.he Inrv_ntr:r

-

’ .

*

"'ha 1ead.tng bat.tal.ion wore the Big Indian Head of t.he Socond—to—liona

- Dj.vision, and some fex wore the 23rd Infantry crest. Aa they approached it

was noticeable that there was aoaeihing Just a bit strange ahout. the men.

| Outra.rdlz, their uniror—s a.nd equ:!.pnent. were strictly GI, but they acted

juat a little dﬁ.'ferently and npolce ' different. languzge. This was the

' at.t.ached French Battalion ~ pro.fessional soldiera of the highest caliber, -

colorful a.nd excellent fighters. Hext ca....o the Third Ba.ttalion, t.hcn Heavy
Yortar Cozpany, !Zed.ical Coapany, Headcu.rtera Eompany and Command Group. A
sh.ort. interval, i.hen the Sccond ‘Bzttalion and the attached Ranger Comp..xv in
rear guard fcrmt.ion. "As the rea.r point marched into the pass, it stopped
to protect the enginesra who- praparad to blow the first ot the bridges to .
prevent pursuit.. But this proved unnocessary - thers wasn't any cneny i=
mediately ca.pable of pursuing. }‘or this, nas the aecond wit.hdrawa.l Irom Iionju

" and the enexy was too’ busy li::king hj.s rounda to- intorvenc.

The zoldiers, heavily hasn, dog t.i:ed, dirty, unshaven, and some li.mp—
ing with pinor casss of i'roat bite, - _novcd. slonly up the steep grade. Jibea

a.nd curaas paued np and down the. compa:v colmnns as unfortunates alid and

-
-




salt tablet beforo

infinitely proud of their recent accnmpliahmsnt:.

. the resa

- 7 Only two weeks belo

'had blockcd the withdra

l. ' \

fell on the icy rosd, or sc=€ weary driver paszed too close Lo Lhe foot-

Th;s is the InIantry in 211 its unala:nroua glory, and 88 good an

~

1n?:e:;.

In!antry as the Upited Ststes has ever known._ Some few wore veterans of the

desperate steaming days of August along the haktong when they had gulped anothe: |

climhing to the crest of the nnxt ridgg,, Mazy 5.&;1 had

!
vivid memoriaa of the narrow escape from Kunu—ri when they vere 5till unac-

customed to thair ahoe-pacs and heavy parkas, and didn't knot just :hat to

gake of the new Chinesa eneny'a stylo of righting So:e few had joinad just

prior to the ordeals of the past fen days. Hardened, cambat-nlse ;nd proud -

Yorale - theisa was superb -

1, unadulterated, ‘morale, They were ‘magnificentl - ) B 1_: ..
re they had babtered their vay. up the to}tuous énuh--..fL

tain road from lioengsong to Hongchun to destroy & Porth Korean division which

nal route of elements of five ScuLh Rorean (#&n.) divisig
Then, with other ele-

-

For this thoy had been cited by the Korean govarnnent.

ments of the 2nd Division they had fzllen back to defend Vionju. But bocauss

of open flanks, and enemy inf;ltration to the eaut which raqui:ed divnr:ion

of the oth Infantry negiment and the First Battalion und Tank Cozpany of the

23rﬁ Regiment, a xithdrawal to core defensible ground south of Wonju ! had been

ordercd after a-brief but sharp battla in the ruined town on January Tth.

ng expected ordar to hold, and uith it tbe order to count

LI

- Then came the 1u

™

attack towurds Wonju. In three days of driving wat snow Inlloxad by thrae day

-30 F, the Second Battalinn an

T

of sub-zero weather‘with temperatures as lom 28

Freoch Battallon of the 23rd Infantry Regiment and the Second Battalian of thu

BBth E.gizent fought their way desperately back toward Eonju, as the 9th Rez s

Py

ment - sent Armnred—InIantry p&trola back up the road frum ChQChon. Eouitinnu %




: fj.na_lly established on t.he high

. Horth Zgrean diviaions. 'rhe ordeals _of that battle In the t.errib]_g cold and
: actiou at ﬂon_’;u t.he Unit.ed Nat.ions lina held a.nd st.a.bilizad, preparing the .

. sta ge for the init,j_atj_gn of: the o.f.tensivd to Iollou shortly. .

' t.hrou;,h the rugzed mountains’ east of Chechon.

: neut*alized or destroyed.

the cold 4in the dubious luxury of mud and straw shacka in abandoned

~dng°out Von hia cap,

amgnd iust south of the town, and the Infantry

in hand-to-hand bayonet fifhtiﬂs, Kith .‘.‘.‘.:{-31"5' artillery and sir support bezt

to a P“lP the ene:q' t.hat. %as c"'posinu it, desiroying completely at least two _ .

A. .ag;inst ovemhelning odda wera such aa U.S. aoldiera have seldom had to facs,

and they h.ad truly aa.rned the cozmendatinns of the Army Co::-_.ander. h:‘n:: the

Y ---c

e '. | (Sketch llap 1 Ceneral ¥ap of tha ?mnt mnes)

-

-
P

Eaving accomp]ishad t.he inpossib}.e, the Regiment. was now xithdr..win.g.
But why? On the Second Di\riuon's east flank there had been a deep per-trat.ion
This enemy pocket had t.o-be

Unti_'l.. this oy accomplished it. nas cdesirable to.

.. fall back about. ten miles in t.he E’onju sa]ient a.nd straighten out-the line .

. from the II Corpa flank near Yoju. 'l'ired mcn contemplated expectantly the

meager comforts of uoP'ye-dong 1»:here the ?.egiment was to go in reserve, 2nd ° .

whare the kitchens wait.ed with hot meals in the bivoua.. arsas-staked ‘out by

. the advance quartering parties, Soce few units might. oven find shelter rrom

villages,

. Bub disappoint.munt. for soxze wmas then :Ln the making,

A fex milea dovn the road the Aasista.nt Division Commander with

rap in hand waited for the Ragimental Comzander. Fla.bging him over t.o the

side of the road, in his uympat.hatic and undarstanding way the general zsked

how t.hi.ngs were goi.n,g and offored a fex 'uorc'.s of encouragament.. Then, point- .

he uplainad, nThers's been & alight. change in plans,

L.
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You are assigned responsibility {or thl; sector t
over to. the Han River. You will hold it with two bsttalions, the other two
Lo BiE continﬁe on to Divisien Reserve in accordance xith original im

IL.

1In compliance xith thcne
“The First Battalion

Infant'y was nl:eady scramblins

west of the road to occupy jts nem sectol.

been released frea ita attachment to tho 9th

on trail nlong the no

rth bnnk of the Han Rivar to positinna uhich

over a marr
ne {lank or the II Corps and exxend eastward to ths Third

would Lie in klth L
five =11cs of exhéemaly

Eahtglion Each battalion nas responaible for ibout

ed terrain absoluﬁ"iy*ﬂevoid of lat
¢t defense ‘except to es

ts which do:inaLed probable e

antic e'forta at ruad con

rusg oral and access roads,
uld be done in the nay o

on the mountain peaks and cres

folloned rihnessed ir

ecTs and participated in by
fensive positicns and treining.

sdvance. The day: that

supple:entcd by Division engin

gaged in coobat patrols, inprove:ent of de

Yeannhils) supply was a pajor problex tut suporhumzn e
ing of additional amnun;ti

fesding of two hot peals a €ay and stock
positions. Defensive flires wore registered and prepara,ions wers czde to

he enexy failed to matarialiae..

oy onglaught - but, b
inued on Lo Division rascrvu

Second pattalion hod cont

stand an ene

The french and

Their rest was a ahort one;

poaitions near Mokye-dong.

in bivouac Lthe Prench weare directed %o init

{ate long TENEE

in front of the piviasion positioca. “The Second Battallon at the seme tims

3 B uso

o tho west of thoe road and

structions.

orders the Third Battalion was diverted to the
nﬁich had novw

tnblish platoon gtrong points

sules ol cna:y
all uho were not ec |

Iforta resulted in the
on at formz

wit.

For after one night |

mohoriied'patrols.

and whére_little

structi.




movad ea.st.ward to su;:port the 9t.h Infantry in 1ts efforts to reduce the threat

to Chschoa in conju.nction vith eleaents of the 7th Division then mmine, to

s '.the IZ Corps trunt..

As Lths aitnatinn east. of Chechon ®as brought u.nder 'control and t.he enemy

) tailed to push his offensive s friendly patrolling gathered mment.um.- A cozpany

S of the I-'rench was phced in an advanced patrol base at l!unmmg-ni and the To-

e mainder of the batt.a].izn, relsased to Regmontal cantrol moved to posit.ion.s .
70" *"gh the right of the Third ‘Battalion, as the 38th. and gth Ir'-fantr:r _Regiments
e ;hj_ff,ad to the east. . From the- advgmced base the French searched out and dis-
2 e parse :d a smell enexy group near the little mount.ain vi].'l.a_ga of Iultong. "'hia
= “was t.hg only enen:y conlact for several dayn. Prench patrola caut:.ously mada

""their w2y back a_lmost into ?;onju. “ At t.he. sa.m.e tim gth Inrantry tanlf-mstorized

colu:r.ns driving azainst light resi.st.ance fouaht back algng the rugged Chechon

- 0w

.77 ""Read into the out.aki.rt.s of \'onju. The Second S.t.t-alion revertad to Ragi.n:ent.al

"‘control on ..anuar}' 25th and coved Iona.rd to l'un:aans-ni re}.ievi.mg; the French

-

" company in its advancad position. .
Patrolling to the west and mrt.h was complicat.ed by acVorszties of the

-

weather, An unseasonal thaw put a stop to the drivi.ng of livht. vehicles across

‘the Ean and Som rivers, Snou flurries and haze hi.ndereq aeria.l observation.

.Sa.nd bagged fords were washed away as ice broke up. Haverthelesa, patrols .

. rmged out further and Iurther and as they did t.ook more a.nd nors. ﬂcalculatod.
" risks®. MNotorized patrols _of reinforced p..ntooq to company size often nego—

"I tiated round trips of fifty Lo. a hundred miles DVer narrow .ro;dq and t.raila
“through extremoly rough coum.ry abu.ndmt. with posaible sitss for enexy a.:::auuh.

‘To accozplish the pa.trol x:iuiona i.n a.lloca.t.od time it. was aeld.om poaaible to

et




To prot.oct t.ha .fla.nk of the IX Cnrpa aad to reconnoiter for Lh. advence of

" A liaison plane covcrcd the patrol. Chinese forces nerse belioved to be in

_the ric_nity and prepared Lo advance down the Han River valley between the IX

4 —— . b S
.

2

_ return became more and more RETYE uracking

Iéaéured"pht.‘rEl"a.nd'aillf‘o;it."dr_:'sjorb 1_t.n vehicles. - This was the first onexy

_and I Corps. To the =urpriae of higher headqua*tera the papznl which had con-

proé:ed ywith desirabls cautlon, ‘and the mental process of Msweating out™ their

The United Yationa cou‘r?t r ofi‘enaive ~coz=snced in the wcsb on Janum-y

22nd. As the I Corpa moved formard tha Iz Corps prapa.red t.o mve a‘areast..

the I Corps, patrol M:tion was intensified. A pl.rt.icu:l.ar raqq’.trament. vas the
;o;ation of the Chinese forty-Second Arzmy. On the 28th of January a molor- |
ized p;trol troa the Third‘Eattalion moving over a previcualy reconnoitcrad

road was acbushed at An:hang-ni by an undetermined force. Ccmpany F fros the

Second Battallon's advanced base izsediately zoved out and’ rescued the

L4

?

canact in more than a weeke

'he same day & rein!orc:d platoon froo the First Battalion xas sent on &
particularly dangerous patrol ‘Lo the "Twin Tunnels" betwesn Sinchong_gnd Chip-
yone,-ni - twent,y milcs from the nea.rest. friendly unit, nnd more than fort.;
road rilea from its bass. Teakened bridges rc-tricted the patrol to 1ight

LransporLation - jeeps and weapons carriers, and precluded Lhe use of arwmor.

ducted its misslon with great akill and thoroughneaa returned late in the day

with oo enexy contact.

Ths First Sattallon iaa'orﬁcfed;to repeat the performancs the following
day. It wzs recognized that a repetition would be extremaly hazardous, &3 a8

& token of compensation a patrol fromn the adjacent corps was orderad to augmsnt|




' the force. L thaw prevent.od the neighboring patrol Irea bringing its vehicles

across the ‘river, mvertbeless the rifle=en crossod on tho thin ice end were
t.ransported in acditional 1ight vehivles provided by the 23rd n.egiment..

o All went r.ell as 6o thé preceding :‘.ay until the Jd.a.;;on pilot observed

‘sus'pioioua signa and somo novenent in the objective ma.. He was unable to

' comunicat.o uit.h the patrol by radio. (1t lster developsd that tho officer

" acéompanying the patrol with the count.erpa.rt. radio had deviatad from the main

"body of the patrol to explore & side 'roa.d. He and 'his drivor havo not sinoo .

* * been accounted Ior ) 'rho patrol tock. aJ.'L usual procautiono ’ and loaving their

‘ vohiolos ‘short of the o‘o,,octivo area at about. one o' clock i.n tho afternoon,

1

proceeded’ on foot to the first: of '-the tunnels. A.n eneny forcs, entrenched

and skillfully ca.mouflaged zbout a third of the way up Hi1l h53 (zeters)

e e k
allowxed the paLrol to pass up the road, then oroned fire*cutting off the pat.ro-

‘fiomits vehicles. Another ensay force a.proared Irom the oppoeite side or t.’he
tun.nol. Tho patrol leader 'nit.h great p--senco of m!.nd led h.is szall group '

rapidly’ up tha snom covered slope ‘Lo t.he top of the hill over t.he first ‘Lurme‘

and deployed in a pori.met.cr defense t.o cake his la.st. stand, .h.,_ain..usingkean

judgosoﬂt'ﬂws-ﬂ-'—‘i-s—Ma- to-dest roy—t.ho -otra.ndo-d-wehiolo s-by-iire.froz

WmmmulmenMM-

- LD

Wapﬁm “""‘s‘.rm"t.aod—zgrﬁat‘th ) The epezy .

‘force waa‘ooti:.atod by the air observer to bo a‘oout txo conpa.niea —_— pou-ibly -

’

moroe

Upon rooeivi.ng the report fro:n the li.aiaon pilot, thc Rezimental Commancs
‘first requootod from Divisien, l.ia.';.s-on plars..n to drop a....:nnition a.nd mediesl

supplios to tho cut-oi'f pat.rol a.nd aJ.r suppert to assist. it. He next aet

F Fdd




about organizing 8 rescue force. T'hil- there was no reaeona.ble 1imit Lo the

size forece that he might have sent, L..-re wzs a definite .]J.nit L0 the number

-of 1ight vehicles that could regot_nt.c the nearly dezolished bridge at kun-

g-r.S. to t.ransport this force. BY rounding up all ava.ilabla jeeps and ¥CapC
carriers in the vicin.i.t.y ? (Fox) Cozpary, reinforced, hurriedly was seot on

its second rescus niui.nn within two days.
_Jlearwhile, the Iiaison p.'w.ne renained over the cut-off patrol and directs

" geveral alr gtrikes sgainst the enecy beseigi_ng it.

The Fighting I-;oxea, who had earned thie sobriquet in the!..r bat.t.la in tra

Taeru nzowling Alley”, on this occasien fought one of the most brillia.nt. sme.l-
.29

unit act.ions in the Korean ce..paign. peaching the scene of action at du.-.k an?

'qkmfu.n:' exploying their supporting gortars and recoilesa cannon, Lhey bati:

‘their way cumplct-ly over Lhe top of “i].l 453 in the dark, routing the enemy

ent.renched t.here and thoss thal were closing in on the dcsperat.el} situated

. -3
pat.rol. By nidnight they had reachsd the survivors of ‘tho patrol. Then, stl

in ths dark they repe.at.edly clir..bod up and down the steop’ hill on v-'hich the
pa't.rol had made 1ts s;.and to carry down the th..rt.y-—odd.v.oundcd and to acsiat'.
the survivors in saking their way to the transportatian. The patrcl'a vehicl
were be_yond Saitlv;age. For his gallent 1eac‘.ersh3.p Cnpt.. T)ral.l co..._andi.nﬁ ?
Cau;parw, was nppropriatr,%decorated. In addit..i.on, the gra.t.ctq,l survivors
presanted him wit-.hin. banner i.nacribad sfhen in peril, aend"ror T}'rel.'l". .

The -cut-off patrol had itself mscs 8 hrilliant- at.a.nd aga!.net ovorwhelmir

} attenmpts t.o a.nhilata {t and had made t.he ene:ns' pay dearly for his asbual.

 Rescued and rescucrs arrived at Muncarz-nd at daylight en Januery 30th to

——

fi.nd iha Regiment on the move.




' dark of the 29t.h. 'rhe Third Ba.tt.al.i.an ‘coved .mitially, tbe men nounder_ng o

ussy TR | . 10,

- —— h ——— -

T.omToar L -_;;_I_.-

Concu'rrent.]: with news of the acbushing of the p&trol, ordera were re-

ce'ived to move t'nc battaliona forward ‘to a line a.long the n-.a.in road Irun

‘Ioju to l!unman,g-ni to cotmter a pos-i.ble atta.ck down the Han va.lley. ‘I‘his

-

mavement. initiated at noon o tha 291.11 of January, was to be conplat.ed by

six P.X. of the 30('.11, and oge 'batf.a]lon was to be across the Som river ‘by

_dovm rrcm pc-sit.iona on the rough snow-covered mount.ains, and ca.rrying heavy
. loada or ext.ra amr.u.mit.ion and aupplies tha.t had been stocked Ior daf snsive

action. The French battalfos’ fonored. Extra tra.naportat.ion wa.a not avail-

able a.nd again the riflemen wa]ked. Artillery comzenced: displaci.n,, forvard,

I..at.e i.n the afterncﬁz a .ford barely passable;, was locat.ed across the Som

- .’, -

river, and the "'hird ..a.t.t.alion crossed en 'schedule.

? e
During the night. -1 c":anga in ‘orders was receiwd: 'Ih Reglment with two

of its battalions,’ reinforced by artillery was. to move ir:mediately to the "Twii .

Tumcls" to rind and destroy the’ enexy there and to occupy t.h- high ground;

-

ne bat.tali.on xas to- defand f.ha Yoju—]‘ur...a.ng-n.‘.. road; and the reme.ining

battalion, tha Second, was to rcnz.in under Division control at Yurmang-nd,

- =

~ The Thi.rd and ’:‘rench batt.alions were di. ected t.o move by = coabination of.

root a.nc‘. motor colunna to an asoenbly zres at Chongam—ni. Adva.nced Regiment.al

commnd group » Lor’tar, and Uedical Companies, and attached ™B" Ba.ttery, 82nd

AAA, jo.’med the colu:m. 'I‘he First Battzlion moved it.a principal Iorce to

Konm-pi, and was .to]lov.'ad by the 37th FA Battalion.

Excopt for the leading elements in advence guard formation, all units

e T - - . - — g e S—— v wAem . . = - - . - 4 e »
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moved over: the sane road, abt the 8azme tiﬂn, and wxith little regard to the
togventionalitias of road space and march ozder, rat with & nininnn of con—
_-f;nion. This was due to the speed g: povesont rnquired the lack of trans-
| partatinn and ;nndequacy of turn-around apace for shuttllng tha foot troops
" en the narron, nnon-cover;a, pountain road. .
Ths attack forca aa:anbled in a defansive perizeter jate in the afternced
E%Q of January 30th, and vithout incident. The artillery Ient lnto poa¢tion,nt,
Korun—ni to support the i{pitigl phaaes or the attack. Tbs ?irsb Battalion |
took up defensive .ar:ations extending {rom the artillery position through - .
the nost critical’ passcs along the'nauntain road bacx towara Yunmanz-od.’ |
"ha leaainz platoon of the Bzgl:cntal Tank Con;an, noving by Iorced garch
froa Chechon throuﬁh‘ﬂonju, arrived at the assezbly area ‘at =4dni:§t and w;;
s most welcome addition for participation ia the action to follow.. Division
atta;hed the 2nd ncconnai-sancc Cou,aﬂy to assist in xecping the road Ire; of *
' enem,.. Ragi=ental Cocmand Fost (rcar) xas left at Eurqang—ni 1n charge of ‘
.Lhe "ecutivo.ﬂff;cer uiLh the- prinar7 rczponsibilit} of pusﬁing suppliés snd.‘
reinforcing unita forrard. gzrvica Company rcnzlned near Uofye-dono 2nd aupply
_ points. Orders for thn attack Fary {asued during the g;ghéti ‘Thera ¥as o
incideat during the darkncad, and nerlal rGCana.ssaace during the 2:; had
.revealed Bo activitv-in the objective area O 1ts viginity;.'
” (Skatch I - T=in Tunnela Area) C
it first light, and aftsr a hot braak!ast, the apprnach march was begun.
The Frenéﬁ’battalion in advanco guard Ioraation, with\tank:, flack wagoos aod
corbat vehicles marched a !ew miles up the narrew, ro#gh road, to & trail

xhich led to the high ridges wcst of the obj:ctive. Thé Ihi:a pattalion moved

) ‘ . [ use
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up & ttrea.n bed laad.i.ng to the hﬂla sast of the u‘get area. Then, 1 with
proper coordination between the two torcas, each commenced the tilresonme clin:b—
ing and ridge-running £hat was so characteristic of the Kore.a.n campalgns,

ﬁCha.ractaristi:, too, was the tol’.al abaenea ot ene.:v bot.h Irom gmund and air
obsaﬁat.ion. Bnt our troaps had lsarped — leamed mnt-ha ago — that the
enem:' seldoz appeared in daylight in conventional fomationa and poaitiona
xhere he xoald be at the mercy or our ar'ti.'!.lery and air but that unless he

‘- had a trecendous preponderznce or fores, "he :ould pu.l'!. back and remain h.‘.ddeu

antil darkness, or until we ralked ﬁto a trr.p. \'ie wercn't. ualk.tng into trapa

these’ days. . ) - }
That was why there were no gru::ble.s .Eron the cen when they wers ordered
to the pain.ful task of climbing :.he slippery » nm:-cov'e'i-ed ‘hills, rather timn

to march up the peaceful ].oo-c.tng road. That nas -hy zany were n:.lli.na to fore-

go a can of ratlions that they aight load themselves dowa with all the cartridsges

. and g-enades that they could possibly t:arr;. _Tha.t. was uﬁy :.o thoughb xas givea
to leaving behind coats and blankets though t.hey k.z:ex it zeant. a bitter cold
night. - at. Jeast, it was insurarce against sur'v_.val if oot a.gd.nst. teaporary
gisery. On this occasion "all realized that it was hconceivable that they
counld poke their necks out ttenty miles beyond friendly units into the arca
'of ‘Lha rocent a=bush without provoki.ng & violent reaction. The enexy would
paterialize sooner or later — the hope of a]l"tas that he would be discovered
in dsylizht. ) ' ) o

-'m'daygt.i':e glow acvance continued, to ;céupf one hill, le.avca_‘; force:
to :ut:port the advance to the f:ez.t., Lhen bring up the tail and move the-besd

further toward the objective. Ais _expected,. t.he progress of the French over

'-\5"\




the far more dirticnlt terzain to the west including thbe clizb ©p HAI1 £53

] (zators), was slower than that of the Thir

d Battalinn. It was too riszlky for

_uach fores to turd the Third to the 1=st to the objec‘ive until HE1Y A53 was
r =utuhl support in event of surprise

- gecupiod by the French. Preparations Io
The Lemptation to borg® ahead wa3 tremcndoﬁu. The tanks

had to be paintained.
5upport in a Ilzsh 25 %as

and heavy weapons‘aloug the road vers prepared‘to
he artillery now displacing for-ard ' B
Ecanwhile, to crcata a divcraion and to screen the east Ilankror'iha

attacking Io-ce, the JECOﬂd pattalios had diapatcbed a cotorized patrol from
,nf Hun_auc—ni ap the road along the railroad trnck via Anchanu-ni and Sokkong-ni.
Tpis mission waa acco:plizhcd :ucccssfully'and uith negxbive encmy activity. JR

the Third Battalion by mid-a!bernoon the

. Raving pade visual contact nith

its retura to Hunmang-ni.

Second Battalien patrol proceeded on

n the objectlvs arsa was outflanked by both attackinu
3/

. 3¢
late in the axternoo
Jio ensmy! AL five Pui

battal‘o1s and tho o—der sa29 glven to convergte
r the occuzation and defense of the eTunnela Ares”,

p*cparations wore pade f0

prior to co
]

The tarrain was

folloxing day to [ind n.d destroy the sac=y<

4sant for & propst dufcn=e by su

ntinuing the aqaarca tho

particularly inconvea
A411 453 in the Fren

ch a

ch sectlor doninatcd

g=all force -- aPout 1500 infantry.
on and had to bo beld by at lsast a comaary, altrough thab

~ Horth of HiLl L53 to HILl 279

tho entire positi
was a valley lnich :

n:it tould be i°olatcd.
so-exhat less

The 1nird Battalion's ground was

_conld only be held by fire.
ate the turrain was too groat.

. broken ﬁp but the rrontage necsasnxy to accamod

at was3 qseable for artillery e:pla ~ana,

no space off the road th
the CchumI“rencu uasf

Thare w23

and further, eveno in the over extezded positions choszr,

: ' nsg

13.




such that arti].'Le-,r placed with:!.n the pa—inate- because ot extrozs ehort Tangs,
.oald not. r.'u.-e detenaive .r..nn. 1 separate pcrize a:;\ and 21l vehicles not -,-ﬁ‘

r=ediately. reqnired ‘wers parkﬁd thcre, nni.ng the drivers to augment close

efense of the artiller}' position. BEEETE

. om previous occasiona thia arbﬂlerw hat.talion had defeaded itself wit.h

| r:at credit. and without cloaa Ma.ntr: aupport and tas pot undaly concerned
wdt ChAdnnd ™™} ecwd, Gﬂ“ ]
ith this hrrange::ent. ¥ozzle blasts, flack ':agans and automt.ic weapoos

-ould 't.al-:e care of any eneay appe.a::_l_.ng en the nearby ridges, and flace throwers
.nd grex-mdea uers ready; ai". each dug ingun emplacezent for any enexy that tried

.0 over-ru.n tha po.-.it.ion. : Thc art.ﬂ.lery tired 1n its defensive fires of the

ain peri::et.er, the hcavy mrtars ranged .'Ln t.o prot.ect the artillery. Tank-
‘lack wagon road blocks were est.a.bli:‘:ed ‘at each perimeter. Then, oot toe ‘
iatisfied '-rit.h the hasty defenses and ovcr-eztcrded posit..on, the force .
settled down to a night of v:.'-i].ancs pricr to a contmu.at.i.on of the at.t.ack.
At 4:30 in the porning (I-‘ehruary lst.) s the ganure hit the fan. HReavy
e
‘iring broke oot at the road block on the nort.hern extreaity of the perir.-et.er
,ctween the French 3rd Cocpany and I. Company.: A .fet ainutes later, the.tanlk:
nd the tnin-l.o cilizeter flack wagon cane limping back from the road block,
oth partially disabled by 2. 1.6 l.nch ba.zookaa that had also wounded soce of
he crew members. The tank com=mapder report.ed that. 2 1ong colum.n of ene.-.v ‘
.ad zarched right up the road to the block, that they had been fired on by
ot-!lx of our sr=ored vehicles in.flictiug heavy casualties, that the egexy bad
hen ;:lcpl.oyed on sach side of the road imsediately on _beir,g firsd upon ard |

ad attacked the armored vehicles ri'c;h_-_ba.zookas' and grenades.

By now the firing had shiftedjt-.o the east of the road against L Coopany's

-,

us
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» -
- -

positinn. - Illuainating ahe].‘h:: fro= mortars asd mu:upt.mg grensdes threw

- gp erie 1ight inta ‘the n:o:n:i.ns darkness as artillery and soriar forward ob=-
servers called in defensiva ﬁ..rea. Barrages ‘eame down mitha cra:h and just

where they were wanted. Ths jxmact at.unned the at.t.ackcrs and rade them change

'"thui.r bold assault tactics. There was 2 1nll as the enexy pulled back to To~

. prganize. Flares cnntinued to lj.zht. up the sccne and s=all amms kept. on

7 crackling as ha.rrassing arti].lery nnd..:'nrt.a: shells Iorced the epeny: in.fa.ntry
htd‘acek petter cover. - )
l-'.camlhi.le Regicentsl Advanc:d Ca:::mnd. group 'cbnsisti.ng of tho Regizental
Conzander, S—-Z (Intel_ligence) , aed s-3 (Operation&) was t.ryine, to mah:e
tha aituation and dope out the ene:v': 5..n..!;__or'1g.ions. it gas anusual foT the

e'z-'::) to attack txo hours before daylight. The consensus w23 that he had

sufricient force to conL.’muc the at.taclf during tho day, that he had had to

gather an attacking Iorce in a hurry during the niznt and that he was des;crat.a
s denv to us a vital ared. This an aralysis was subs.antiat.cd at t.hc end of
thc éay: whea tuo prison‘.rs were taken and an ene=y attack order was recavercd
) Irc: a dead fﬁc-r Tia wxere be.’mb at.tackcd by the Chinese 125Lh Division of

the L2nd AT=T, approxirate strensth-of 8 ,000, thich had beg}concsnhmtm

- for offensive ac*ian in the Chipyong area. Duri.ng the day we werc to be hit
by the 373rd‘ Ch.‘mc:e Regiment on the wxest side of the pariseter, the 374th
o the east. and elementu or the 375th on the north. Tbe 374th Rigiment aod
d.‘nisional :.mit.a wcrc hcated at Sanggosoog V¥o miles north of our ;;osi.f.‘ion

. and bad sdvanced Sw along tbe ridze 1=ndi.ns into L Co:z,,an;r The otber

re[;inantn had come froc Hajin, across the Hukchon River xest of Ch.ipyon.,,, "

:ith t.hu 373rd moving cross country to attack us from the high ground sonth

and rrest. of our position and the 375th, the first to engaga us, marchj.ng

- Bebd




- down the road from Chipyong. = -
72

At six h'tke mrn:l.ng/the enemy renewsd his a.itack, this tizs principally .
agms!. t.ha Freach conpany on the dominating HiT1l 453, For several bours the
Vel Chineae cont.inued t.o attack on a narrow frunf. down t.he ridge leading from ;:ARAR

i

§ 513 to EALD l.53. irtillery and portar derenaive ﬁ.rea rose to a crescendo

.,E - and toak a tarrifiec toll of this-enemy force, . Despi.t.e bis casnalt.iea, wave
aftar wave of tana.t.ical Chinese continued to surge oo duri.n‘, the next thres -
o
& ‘bours to '\s- za the do:inating ground. ] The 5&113:1?. French lst Co..pany was

fe £inally engared in hand to hand fighting and suffered heavy casualties.

2t

Amnnition nas running low and had- the.re ‘been carrj.ers a.vailable for rasupp],y

o they would have required at least two hour.-. to mke t,he top of the Ei11.

« Fith their position becocd.ng alrmost untenable, the desperat.e Freach count.er :

— a victory which bad they attained muld have jeopamized our entire .

3 _é att.acked with t.he bayonet.. The Chinese, xith victory alcost within their
3'§
3 graap -

: position — pu.'Lled back. ‘Thile fighting contirued throughout the déy at this

L'd’

‘Y point, it did not a,a.’m becoos ‘a serious threat,

pa

§ L’e.amhile da_:li.,{xt had coze and port.ended bad weather for air suppori.

An early .-:-.or'{in.g haze had, becoze a hcavy black overcast rith low visibility.
Shortly after daylighti an arcored patrol of the 2nd Reconr..issance Cozpany
working nort.h froa Koru.n—ni reported an enexy’ force had cut the road bet.xeen
the artillery positicn and the First Battalion,. a.nd tha.t the patrol was engaged
v.ith“t.ba pne.:y.' The Coz=ander, First Ba;talion was direct.ad. to send a company
forzard to op.gn ‘the road; and to Sé prepared to zove the rest of the battal'ioan

forvard on order. Cozpany B started-up the road almost i=scdiately. It dis-

i
-
.l
|
4
‘l
2

_persed the enexy along the road with little di.rficzilt:y, but reported enexy

LI
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oy

* des

‘ ing weapons blasted this enesy force of

did not again attezpt to

. for 2 breax in the xeather ard we screade

’ had gans Io

aloog the ridges cast of the artillery positiun. #hile B Cnupanyftah'neaﬁad

perately at the.nain battlae position, the defense of the Lrtillery xas & 1

more prehaing requireuent. Coapaay. B dug in around the artillary :hera an

epezy attack developed ear
£ the ridges. Strangely, the eneay
gver-run-our artilloery vhich was u:uallr prinrity
However, 83 the threat nasralwaya prcsth, Coopacy B

ons ia Red tactlics.

xas ordered to re=aln with the artillery and under coz=and of the Actillery

Battallen Conﬂandar. _ o 7 ' .
ortly after dayliéht but shile we

/ﬂ{‘
a-this w=apon during the day, it never attained

The caeny cozzenced his mortar Iiro ah

ufferod so'a casualties fro
tur that tho enely had rot h&d.tize to

1y in the nLrning Artillery and in!antry aupport- .

sarious proportions a3 it devaloped 1a
: _ “\

brirg op 507¢ than a few

battle it a;pﬂared that theo enexy had full confidence in his 2bility to exter~

cdnate us Fith bis overshelming =ass and sz=1l ars3 and automatlc weapons, 8

division against tiro understrensth battalions. FiLh our inability to eaploy

ard our rapidly di:inishing ar—unition as 2 result of tne tre:esdous

uzan sea attacks, he elcost succoeded. e payed

air,

fire reiuired Lo stop his h
d to Rear CP to expcdlite ac=o Ire=
supply. Surplj poian were still ab Chcchon and though all vehicles availabls

r supplle: the distance was great_asd the roads ncarly izcossible.

The opexy having failed to dislodge us froa 8411 453, concentrated bhis

attack at oar weak point 1n the valley ‘porth of 453 and betweca the Freach

1st and 2nd.£bcpanics. Tice and again t,hroughout the day his.leading waves
reached the 1ittle group of dostro?

of defenders froa the French Heavy Weapons Coapany continued to beat him back

’ . ue

a7

rounds of anro for each sortar. Throughout the day'@“

-ed houses withio our perinetar. ‘The pucleu




mew

bat in the process thelir K earmander was killed and they suffered beavily.’

!‘artumtaly, the reaaj.nder of the Regimeptal Tank Cozpany \d.th pine more
tanks, raising our total to fourteen, arrived d.urin,g the morning.. A platoon
was placed in tha hot spot valley and a break through was prevented:

Mearhile the enemy had redeveloped his attack against the Third Bsttalion
on the east, Cootinuing to press hard l.g;a.‘Lnst- L Ccnpany, he conc-ntrated tha
bulk of his strength against I Cnmpa.ny. Thile he could at'.t.ack A Compa.n:' and
the left of I Cozpany froa auperior ground, for sozs foolhardy reason he pre—
ferred to push his rain attacks E“xr‘ou"hout the day straight up t‘ne steep ridge
.trto I Conpany's canter. . Company I, smd.]arly to t.be I-':ench on Hi11 h53, re-

Isad wave after wave, stacking I.p dcad like cordnood in t.he ...ront. of their ' v
pocit.i.on and the steep slopes I»adi.ng to it. tou;am' K came in for its =share
of action, too, receiving during the day tho bulk ef t.he ene:u's :ort.ar I..:e.

Just teZore noon the Divialon Co—ander, now funy appreciative of cu.r

‘ai..t.uat.ion, relzaczed the rezainder of the First Battalion and the Sccond Bab-
talion t.o Regimeatal conbrdl; He also con‘."irzed priority of air sui:port and
arranhcren.s for aerial resupply, Ercviding the weath-r cleared sufficiently.’
The ?irat. Battalion gathered in its for-flung out.post.: and bhit tha road with
2l possible speced aboul t.:o in the art.crnoo;, but cdue to shortzge of tra.n:—-
por .ation yos relegated to marching on foot The .aecond Ba.t.t.alion and Eead- -
quariers Co-xpany ;_;Ja eove out by shutt...ing as ,,?m as poasible but coeld

not be exrecied to reach the scene wntil nigi‘t.ffa]_l. However, one reinforced
conpary, E, *as to be aez:f. up j_-:::cdiateh'. There bad heen no turther hcident.s
slong tbe road. The 9th Infantry Rehinent. ras ordered to hold uonju and to -
relieve our Secord ard First Bat.t.a].ior:s.'on the Ioju-.-ur_‘man,,—ni_road and to bde

prapared to courter attack for our relief, if necessary,

863



-pachins gun £

but gers driven back n.th ne.a.v',y lossas.-.

_the swectost weapon poasible for vacuun clean.i.nu

. its goeoition by eoeny

_pouri.ng fire into t.ho center of the

ouard noon the attack aga.i.nat. the Franch snd rhird Battalioos intonaified.

. The Yronch 3rd anpa.l‘U' nas driven froa its position leaving L Canp'a.n:i"l el

{lack e.zposod The enemy ga;ming poauenai.on of this ridge directed a murverous

-

irs into Lhe i.nt.erior of our positisa pitting our aid station,

command post and veb.&clea. The French- t.ri.ad repeatedly to regain the haight

The entire yar.tr‘etcr s I'nrious]q‘
was possi‘ule. to aid

Ma-cu\-n-ﬂ-t

Every dri.vur, " ¢lerk, cook and Eaeriws had bng bcen

angaged. Keither reinrorcmenta por a shlft of Ior:es

the hard prossed Freunch.”

conmitted: to the battle. S - -

L Iinal effort nas nado to rest.oro the position. A t':i.n—ho flack uaﬁon,

a ridge, and t.t.o t.a...ks nars

gut into position. R]J. available mortars and artiliery were direc-.ed to con-'

centrate on tho hill. M.'t.ur the enemj had bezn given-ten ninut.es of "this

Lresic :-t. the French, vd.th bajanvt.a Iixed started on the rua up tho hill,

scrazming like =g r.i-.n. M,ain the eoomy, with wvictory Just within his grasp,

t.u.rr-'d and raa. The Frénch ard’ the r:.ort..,r I:.rc pessued. wasn #.c Fraach re-

geined Lha hﬂl there wer? hurdreds of dead enexy piled up to Lastidy to t.ha_'

pccuracy of Lhc treaendous coccentrat.a.or. of Iire ,,laccd egainst tbe=.

At two in tke arte*r.nou the rrench Second =z2ryy wald beling puched froa

wh.o nad msssed on the Bizb g:ouad d.omirat._r.g 1t, Company

I on the other side was Laking terrific pun.:h_.en.. One plnt.oan hzd only

tyelve 80 laft and t.hcy had bee3 tighting wits grenadss and bayonets foT nhat

seemed an sternity 't.r;ring despf.ratu]y'to hang on to the razor backed ridyge.

2acay had gotten on the bigh gr:und_betagan~1 and L Cc:-__aniv..s and were 2gain

perizeter. The Third zzttalion Comzander

had skillfully ghirted £ and L Cozpanies a3 guch 33 he dared to contract bis

' S VO
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/over extended po-aitinﬁ and_to support hard-prea_aed I Company. Purioas n:i.;'-xg

/

r.unt.inued oo H11l L53. Ammunition was running low and our casualtizs wers T .
/ .
-piling up. M’. threse o'clock it '.Looked Iika we ware going to cave in in the -

) cent.er o: both batta.liona. 'ﬁe had already designated ano .tn.nar parimet.ar

over the east tnnnel to ‘which ws wonld zm back and dafend ir peceasary, al-

though 1t tould have been a lest stand — ‘nothing more. 'rhe :ri.:ea bad

-

-

arrived! Then, Ju.;.t...lik-a a Ho].‘l:y'nood battle, the sun -f:.roke_ through! 5
Fighter afrcraft, waiting on neardy strips, mere soon over our position.

. Through the first hole in the cl‘ouds came a flight of four Marine Corsalrs,

loadsd for the kill, They mers directed to the eneay attac!d.ug I Company by

éux; ‘X‘actical ALr Control F arty.,_nmr in its elcment for the first tine that

day. . Four times the flight circled the ‘tarzet, so closely engaged were '
rriendly and ereay rorees that t.he; hnd to be certain of the ituaf.ion, then
cli.r:bing for the dive they cazo in. ‘They didn' wast.e one rourd' First, ) .

d bozbs, daisy cutters, right into the .-.-J.ddle of t.he close]: packed

SCO pour.
Chircse who nent up in pleces; pext, .back to work with rocksts — "gook-

goosers ’ our In.fant.z-y facationsly called thex, t.hen, rith the .50 calibers

néainst t.he now disintegreting enexy. 'rha.t ‘be.a.ut.i.ful a.i.r aupportl The next )

rl.ight ccmﬂ.ng 1n befors the Marines had barel: at.art.ed, was laid on the Chinese

. in front or t.he cex:ter of the French position. This mss of Can::j.as on the

bare ridge tent doxn like prairie grass in a tind st.om. The pressure vas
j_nzcdiataly relaxed on the defenders as the eneu tried to rnJJ.J' or to dig

in, Flight ..a.tt.cr flight cace 1.n up to a total of t'uenty—rour and what xas

left of the onexy began to "bug cut”. .
He didntt bave a chance of getting away, though. Tanks ashed op the

road to cut bim off as he tried to escape. Cuad-50's* - the "meat ckoppers® :

2(1-16 AAA vehitles ¥ith four .50 caliber cachics guns) ¢



of the eatirs erd Intant-y Regloent with the attacbed Frecch

B Cozpany with the J7th Field Artilln'y Eattalion, plua B Batter7, 82nd A

and the 2cd Bzcannaiazanca Cozpany. AAlthough un_ts

pc-ccnt ercngth and the Tank Cozpany and Lck—hck Eatte

were at approxizately 75

pcrc-nt of thoir fightiocg vehiclea, 4t was a force vell able to take

jtself prbViced am=unitiocn held out.A The Division Com:ander, 4n :ym- .

" " pathy with this zajor probled, directed an all out lo
supply point to Yoju althourh this put a terriric burden on Divis

units. Be aleo rcitcrated bis directive to the gth Infantry Zegirent to zain-

tain our supply road rree of enesy and to bo r*c,a:ed to co

as if necessary.

with these nrrange:cnts we had adcnuata force and £

on our pissicn, now to be' 4_;g::;§- the road ccntcr of Chipjonb 2od o'cugz

Eattalion, losz

‘had only about ]

ipon's service
unter ettack to

1etlbiiity to 6oni}ngc

care of ,

giatic effort to zbve our

the high ground 1n the ticinity g0 o9 Lo protcct th

e riuht flark of

the 1IX

e e & . g — —

Corps and satabli-h the western anchol of 2 X Corps

lirc of ceparturu for the

offcnsiva" The X Corgs ulana ¢slled ‘for the U. S.

vith the 127th Air EBorns Regirmental Co;bat Tea; to occﬁpy a nlicde

the approx,:nte 1ine Chipyond, Hochﬁ:ong, Papgniz-n

ditidionu, supported by U. s. artixle end arcored

the initial advance throush this linoe torard Eonuchon.

cent at this tize x28 in the proce3ss of establi,ﬁing itself ab Eacnbzon“.,

& -3

After acother quiet nigh; uprxpected but x41co:e,

=4/
Co-“at Teaz continued the advance to Chipyong, on_y

-

‘2nd and 7th pivisions

1.

‘untts, would then zake

Iivc miles op ;he-road

‘-\-——.—/\ N
through the low pass nhore the Chineso had iniLiaLed thoir nttnck.

mcviug cautiously and extended well to §ﬁb‘£lanus, ‘the Fren

ths ridz=s on the we*t of tLhe road, the Tirct Baltz

1ion on the egst.,

frontaze oo

Txo South Zore:n
' qhe 38ib Infantry Eegf

“the 23rd E:gi:estal

ch Eabtalion cochd

}gain

Eoesy

L
hey
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" groups wers. ohaemd en Hill 506 t-g the east but these were dis(p}rsed itk
. 3
alr str_kea during the day chipyong was occupiad wit.hout. a fight. The ep~
tire stretch of road and the hA1ls ainng 1t were lit.tared with bodies of

Chinesa testi.rying to tha eﬁ.‘icacr of cur a.rt.ﬂ.lery a.nd mrtar fire and t.ha

J. r -
= o
- -

air strikes of two dayas befor!. - - ; -

The tarrain around Chipyong was adhirable for defeuse by a force of our
si..e. Here we could dig in our msin pbaition on" Low hﬂls thich would facﬂi—
tate defena:lve fires, resupply and. const.ruct.ion ot ﬁbstnclea. Enecy seizing .
the highar ground around our position would not be able to direct. e!.'.fect.ivo
szall aros fire against us but uould be vulnarabls to our aupporting rires.

l'e did not. propose to sit in our main bet.tle posibion and \-ait ror h.m
_to attack, houen.r. At dam each day elca-nts of- our ‘force occupied Lhe
high ground about a t.housand yards in ;ront of the poss.t.ion on the north
rcst znd =outh. - At duu, and when they could not’ bu obacrvsd they :...thdren,
lezving the Jorward positions heavily amined snd booby trapped and with t.x-ip

(qu.u.!'sd'u we et ld‘u-‘h f&y it A 5\1 uuy.
flares set. | Far-ranging coobat patrols screesed ‘these positions and the

enezy mas never. axare of our true disposi!.ionanv

For cighl days, except for dive.rsians and combat patrols, 'x.‘e,h.ad ths
opportunily to Ioprove a& positica. The road to our s:v.ippiy base was not
tzrrassed and we hauled funard mmunit.inn, rations, barbed wire, nines, aad
s:.,_plzea of all types in preparat.ion for a aiege. Had we Doved rrca this
position tif.hcuf. a Ilght it would have taken da;'s ‘to shuttle cur stocka to
another location. As it developed %o neren't. to have erouzh. .

- Company B of'ther 7Second Engineers cexe Ian:a.rc_i;t.o jo:l._n us and constructed
& Malson plzne afr strip a-e-um belped with the preparationg of positions,

6‘ 7 . ) 2il L]




":dsun the Irustrated Chinese.

/ as they wers arractinnatsly called — wers rushed to vantage pointa to mow
Air upot.ting planes follomed the fighters i.n,'

and the artillery with eyes ro: the first tims that day canght uu caemy be-

ﬁind conccaling hills and tore hia to pchae. The defenders, both Gl's and

Prench, screaming 'ban-zai' and 'clobber the baatards' (or the French equiva-

"1ent) came out of their hnlea to cut down the aLrazgiara and to ezpedite the

" fex survivors over-tho noxt ridge.

That was the end of the Chineso 125th Dtvisicn. Same remnanta nere

rapped in the valley between Hill h53 and the €§EQCh Second Company« Thess

- V-
were bunted down and killad by sizx in. the evening. There %as 2 great feeling

of wcar*ness in thé gallant garriaon and a treaendous feeling of rﬁiief.! But

“a

tn*rc could be no let dovn. Théru waa‘plentj of uork to be done in the ro-

s -

/=
gaining hour of daylirht and the early hours of the nighte.

First, there was an air drop - rather txo drops. ”ro 1iai=on planas

¢1ew over the French coapany on Hi11 453 lhila the fighter aircra¢t »ors

worki gz and drnpped aazunition and rations. Though the Frunch rere still

_enzabed at close quarters zith Lhe enezy, the bulk of the 3uppliea landed

in their s=21l pcrizeter on tho crest of the mountain and wore recovered.

The{ as the fighters left the area, foartecn *L1lying boxcars“ (C—ll?fs) .

dropped su;plies of all types to the garrison in 3 drop-zone on the west of

" the road.. BEscovery pa.Liea rorked frantlically. to 5aLHer in the sapplies

. ba!o—s'dark. Rezupply YehiCIeu bagan ta roll in over “the road and addeﬁ to~

tbe aupply ofI‘ccra' rork. Carrying parties :tarted up the hiils. _Uoénded

were loadgd into a:bulanccs for the Jlong haul back to Ioju.

The First Ba alion jess B Company at the artillery position, trun&ed

t»arily in nbouL an hour pefore ds

, . Wil
: . 21. S

Lk. It was assigned rcsponsibility Ior the




na-thern part of the perineter, with C Company on t.ho left of the road, and

!

A on the right, thus peraitting the "‘rench and Third Battalisns to dz.i.tt- to .

the south to cantract. their pos.‘..tiona. E Coupmy arrived at dark Cne pla-

" toon xas ret.ained as: Reginent.al Eeserve — the rest of the Company was p].aced -
in the valiey between t.he Pranch ‘lst a.nd 2nd Conpa.ni 'roget.her with tke
Tank Platoon still there, we could breathe easier over the vulnerability of

this approach to our pc-sit.ian.
It. was anticipated tkat t.he enw would make & further all out effort

: PP VAR
to dialodg,e us during the night.. The reinforced garrison prepared as beat it -

‘ .

 eould to withstand the onslauvht.. The r?inder of the Second Battalion ar-

[ i
rived at the "artillery posit.ion at n.i.dn.i‘ht. and was directod to re:m.in thers
to dere'-d the artillery a.r.d to be prepared for other missions oo order. L

“Again, the unpredictable epsay failed to continue his attack or to malo- _ .

t.ain contact.: .u. day].i{,ht. there wss no sign of the emezy. Co.-nba.t pah.'ola

ranzing out a te:t w.ilns were unable to locste any eneny groups, and a.-rial

obsarvars re;orted no act*v:lt.y near our positions. Thi.ﬁ.ee-: hundred enexy,

bodies wore counted in or pear the perineter. Total ene::y casualties baeed 5. e

on artillery and air o'bzervers, md prisoner of xar MLerrogations ras e:t.i-

:at.-d 2t 360Q. The Chinese 125t.h Division could be eliminated as an aﬂectiva

anit, Our own casualties a.n:ount.ed to 225. The French and Third Eattalions
which ha.d ent.cred the cozbat at about g0 percent. atrength =ere now recuced to -
Tless t.ha_,n 70 pcrce.nt and more Zight.’mg ®xas to follow, |

.

. The_ Second Battalien was brou:ght forward from the artillery position on
‘February 2od to augment the Twin Tunnels defecses., The ga.rrison. nox consisted .

A~ : . '— | - "

Qaet - - :
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, b411s the Battalion us "ordered to. 'lithdnw Bufore dzrkmu. ) ‘rhe' Thixd
Eattalion was then ordered os an ut.eaded operation to claan out. the a.rea.,

and the Second Ea'tta.].i_.on'_t.o caver thm-l‘hi;d'a defensive. poait.tons during its _ .

Ed

absence. S e

_ The Third Battalion eneonntemd eYOLY adveraity or clir.mtc and terTain.
S Snow bega.n t.o fall, air support was deu.iud a.nd a.rtillery observat.ian hindered. .
| The egery would not aba.ndon his posii’-i.on.-. on’ BN 506 and B Conpany was dis-
patched tolreinforce the Third Baml'inn by neut.ra.lizi.ng Hi11 506.. Tanks and '
.flack wagons wore sent op the na.rros road to provide direct fire sopport. The
Third e'xc.oun!.ered rore and zore d.t.fﬁ.cult t,errain — saw-toothed ridges, one
-after t.he other, each harboring.a nest. of fanat.ic defendara with automatic
1- weapons. There was r.of. even a t.rail for supply and evacuation. Wounded had
to be carried .put by part." es oil fm..r sen scmeti:es reQuirir.g as much as eight
bours to zake the Journey. A.n air *drop 1.‘or resupp?l.y was laid on, but nis-
carried due to closed in cather.’ e ' o : .
Jeamxhile, the First Bsttalion, Gth Infantry had been dispatched north-

ward on a road six miles to the east on the saze oission and was encountaring .
st.ub'corn opposition. A jun;t.ion of the two. forces was firally rmade. At this

ti-e the operation, though nétr .cbmplet._g}.y successful, was called off due to

E . s

rare serious events, S - 3

| T
; £a the test)ene..y activity was intersified on Hi)1 583, and the peigh-

4
i boring battalion of the 2hth Division in it.s poaitien on the Han wasn being

harrassed. Con:pany sized coc.bat. patrols rron the French Battalion atteopting o
4o clean out this difficult piece of ground ran into increésing strength and

after peetinz xith no success ina tno ¢a;-"_.'_s‘ﬁefrorb, pore stringent measures

o

-

1 3 —
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TWIN TUNNELS BATTLE
JAN 3i - FEB 1, 195!
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W1




Aottt gt prve

" pad to de undert.akan. 'rha Sccond' Battal..on xas ordersd to swscp the a.rea.. )
Plans were made and the ope-:tion ®as hid on feor Februa.zv 12th. ?artumt.ala,

Divisien ‘ealled 1t ort at. t.qe last msgpt and the Second. Battalion as well
as the Third were back in t.heir hqles 'ahen the roof .fell ia...
(Sxet.ch lhp 171 - zrnnt.‘mxe.-. about Feb 12t.h)

6r.hez-. patrols to the sorth anr.;"xegt had beeri dlspatched ‘daily. The
Reconz:ais..ance Compary, then tﬁ&m;nhad entered Bajin each d.av, but were |
unable ta probreas further cue to stpo;:;.;nmy held positions north and nast.
of that towmn.: 'rhe First Batt.al.on, cr.srged with ,atrcllﬁ.n. to the north a.r:d
norta-east, raaged furtier and !urther, alsays ®ith epexy contac. Sut nsver
of Va s:’ribds .r.:;t;uf;.

axcept for three days of szon the :eat.ler held fm-jy well, Trile air
sa.s—or!. rn2s no.. e.vailable e;'.cept. umer a::r 'ancy conditio':s du= to priority

“for sugport ovgf..l,r.a acva.-:ce in the Test toward Saoul, thc arbill*ry had a :

field day. Alr spotters weTe uwp during daylight hours :'.r.d dio thelr usual ) .

earvalous work in f inding enexzy tarzets s.'.illfully ca:.ourlag-d &zd concealed . E
..ehind the ru-"ed ‘ni_ls across the ..ukchor. Rivar, a3 gell as to direct ac— !
C!...l‘at“‘ fire in s.:,.par. of our patrols and the Third Ea.t.t.alion's figat to the .
east. Taz 155 2. tattery essblsd us to rezch far eut to isterdict and '

ha.rrszs egecy ::ove...ent. on the main road sunning north toward Ecagchon a.r.d

.
-

*
-
-
© mm W e emun et & e - -t

vest i.n tke directiocn of Seoul. ZIn=ay assezbly areas xere located. Each .

pight battalion 70T!s* crashed dmm in the hope of cat.chi.ng the Chinese at

their one= hot meal. per day.

. -

2TaT's - Tiz:z-on-target. Artilliery fire so directed t‘;-t. pro jectj_les,
) though fired from various ranges would hit the Lar‘,et
si.-ultan‘ously - :

. -

“s | ‘ | 2.




X Corps.

‘ prizon“rs be captured fros. rhna enemy

___...—/'

planred for tho Ranger Co_pany

o ah kel

Ly

“took the column under f{ire with excellcnt results.

In our advanced and’ 1ao0tated- position we were definitely & thorn in the

enenf's aide.- Desperately'he wakttoying to-rgﬂiapqqe.hia forces 80 a3 to d:-

ley our advnnce in the west” aﬁ3 te counLer tha non apparent offensive of our

It nouldn‘t be 1cng‘n01 fm-anigd vc.tann get, even. to hay@ng fresh

chicken and steaks in oar rattons.” = - =F oo~ - "

L.' DY .
- "-«-‘a.ni;"'

As eneny activity increated {n the area it becamc pore urgenl that
strcngths ‘and intcﬂtiona nipht be .

1eakned. Except for & fex Ieeble old,Lern t”ere nere ro refug-es 1erh in

the area xho might provide rcliahle infor_ation. Try as they night patrols

had been unzble Lo rctricve any. but deao Chin:sc. A darlke-}pératioa vwas

for the nighL of FLbru=r\ {ith. The Company

xas to rove through Hajin after oark, c;rclc tﬁe Cninase pcsxtions there,

erike the eneny position on Hill 583 froa Lho rear {i a hit-ana-run raid

and bring in”prison:rs. Artillcry firu was to bc boxed to cover the rodders.

Arranﬁcﬂ"nts pero timed to-a split sacond .na:; p051tions in Hajin were

ncascd”, but, tbcrc vas apparcnt13 a shift after darkn:ss._ Th- fangers raon

bead oo into an enezy batualicn. A fiercc fight began carly in Lhe night,

and the Ranagrs havirv exyendcd 21l thelir. ansunition riere forced to with-

Thile their casualtlas ®eIe 1iuht, tﬁe; rgturned e:*.y-bandcd zo far

drav.

.

as prisoners were concornad.

At noon the next day the alr obscrver reporhed a la:go colusn of eneyy .

with pack artillery and animal fack trains waving across our Ircnt from west

to east and just oot of light artillcry rangs. The nedium.artillery battery

Deapite hea¥y casualties -




the epexy eolunn cantinued to pove over>the mountaia trails duriog the rust
of the day. It was estizated to mumber st least 2 divizinn. Cur righter air-
craft did not reach the scene until late 4in the day but before darkness t:o
flights hit ths enemy tnd.inflicted heavy casualties. Patrol activity was
;1ntensi£ied by the First Battalion daring the sfternoon and rinally'tuo Chinea?'
prisoners were broughbt in. thile not too {ntelligent por too :ell informed,

they were able to-identify elezents of five Chinese divisions in the geaeral

vicinity.

That nizht, February 12th, there xas a continuation of the day's cove- ;

pent by the enemy. He even esed Ilares despite our artillery harrass=ent and
R night boabing by radar controlled 3-26'3. There nas a 1ight prnbing -attack

against C Coampany and againat the Third Eattalion, but the enemy nas driven

. off witkout dszicultv. )

Tho enexy . continued his forced m:.ch and during the nicht struck the

4o avr C0d
Republic of Korea diviéiontfhich was now advancing in attack forzation from

a position belreen Chipyqng_and-ﬁoengsong. Striking with great rorci, his
attack 2gainst ihe ROK's was successful and the EﬁK's'wcre forced to with-
drax in some con!ns;on, e:poaing part of the 38th Infantry Rngizﬂat at Hoeng-
song and the 2nd Diviaion's artillery and ar:oreﬂ support forces that were
advancing with the E0%ts. By morning of the 13th thefe units were rigbting
Ior aurvival 2zainst several Chinsse diviaiono. | | . -
Bypassing our position initially, elements of the enex=y continued to

the south, then swung nest and early 1# the day, Fehrua:y 13th, attacked part
.or'Lho Third Battalion, Gth InIantfy'gnq the 2nd Reconnaissance Company. at

ﬁbnchon, cutting our main surply road to Forun-ni. The western road through

NS,




..

_Hias iritial welcoma to the Sscord Bxttalion

'fhsd-cnnstructed'; Qiriea of "fougasaes™ in front

t

4

natural avehuea or approach.

rleading saves of Chinese sto

allon drums were. e:plzced in the earth as mortars,and pﬁintéa‘toward the

he drum was rilled about one~third of the WYy with oil and gaaoline. As the

bloding the'grenadcs ancd Spraring the eneay “with

w

';'c

they wers preventirg the Chines

f

bcautirul — but only 2 onc-tise xeapon.
By m;dnirht, the entire p-riuetcr ras engaged in the Iight. The enemy

as paking all-out attacks apparently by battaliun and cnnpany aized units
1th no over-all caordinntion. " He was still looking for e weak point and .-

ouldn't find it. Our derensivg‘rires'xere'terrific. Tazing a heavy tell,

al stock of ammunition was beginning to dnindle,

oréarud Lo conserve all-L;pcs—o# a=zunition.

L

railw«y trestle betwcen the °ccond and Third Battaliovs. Kere he raa into our

At three in the :orning, February 1hth, the

: : ¢
hroueh dorn th=2 road batzeen the freach and Second Battalions, and under the

road blocks co:*o-ed of tanis and rlack-waoons.

a

P

te Lheae v=hicles with high cxplosive charges tied to the end of long poles

nd xith grcnades, but r&ile two mere danaged th

ut out Iorccd hin to dbandon his efbort. - -

: P
f 34 five-thi:ty in the nor1ing the pressurc began to relsx on al} parss

of the pouition. The French xere still lightly

t

he Tnird Battalion 25 havinz a desperale struzg

_oad block. At daylight the Chinmese in tront of

32,

Several. grenades were placsd in the bottem and

red down the hill the defenders pulled tirﬁs ex-

e rrom‘closing xith us, but agaln our plenti-

cost him heavily. Cozpany G

of their positlon. Fifty-

a.bath of fire. This xas
! _

i

Heavy Yorlar Coopany was

-

eneny was trying to break

He trled desperately to elimi- |

e Lerrific-vo}uﬂn of fire ther

-

enzaged to their front and

#1e with the Chinese at the

the French position mers

W
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/ get.t:l.n.g set for apother as:ault. The French coming eat of their fox holes
charged down ths slopes with bayonets, broko up the at.t.ack before it- could

.“be .rar:ned gratbed fourteen surprised Cl-.ineaa by the back of Lhair colhrs

_. a.nd dragged thea in as priaonnrs. These prisoncrs, i.ncluding an ofricer,

confir-.:ed t.hat. we ners being at.t.acked by elecents of ﬁve Chinase divisions

. with & total force of ebout 39, ‘.'IYJ

LT

_ . At sevan-thirty the enscy brolfe off his at tack oa all sectors and uit.h— -
' d;.-_ex_.fbehind the countains to the west and east. %e bad had a ,rouz,h night

_ ut.h:g not. rca].l} been 'S.ﬁ gi;avc'danger at any point. ﬁorrescrves had been,‘
can-nit.ted a.nd we had not su.frarud t.oo many casualh:.ea. Our pri.nc.ipa.i. dicgi~
-cult._( :Ln our cut-offl pos..tion was, agam, an:mnltlon replcn..s‘zment “and. evac.xa-

tian o[ ahout. 200 woun-..ed.

Ot.her units had not fared so well. Dlvision reported that the situat.ioh .

at. How.r' song ¥as desperate acd Lr-.at. wonju was endangered. Ths % ird ‘-’*tt.al nn, '

9th Infantry and tha Feconnaissance Cocpany south of us ware h..rd pr:sscd.

Divisicu t.h:u zave the encouraging news that 2n a*-::mrcd colu:m of the 5Lh

Ca- valry Pezice=nl was zaking jts way towsrd us up t.hc west road via Ko,csu—r;.,

and ‘that a battslion of the British Co:om.ealt.h Bnc,adﬂ nas fizhting its

.oy o
e e ) —
m

I.‘.Ij up ths east road, our maian supply road. “o mere told to hang oo. " {Thare
‘wesa't puch cholce, Thile we could. bave foraed a ::archmc, perimnter ard at.-
‘te=pled to fight our way ou!_., it would have bees a Gifficult, if not costly

operafion.) '

‘- L .

. * .
Ly b e —— 4 e
: . .

" ‘During the day we xere giv-a only three air eri}-ea — a.lJ. that could ba - -

h

' a;-:ardd froo the more critical sit.u.stion Lo the east of us, These we directnd il

+

against the mne=y Lo our south, nor firmly dug in at. cur old pos:l.uions at ths

Y
P .,
e At i st it 8

»
C s
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1 wag threstensd bnt ot yet cat’

During_tﬁg da§ 1n;r£aaing_6ne=y govesont “gonard our perinepar {rom the |

porth, 9a3%, ‘and west- drova in-uur pat-ﬁla, =e o! wbnn.becama pinded doun
by epexy fire and had to bs cxtrzcated by artille-y riru and alr support.

Forty tighterT “sorties were divertcd Lo proritable targets in our_viciniuy

-

deapite'the =ora critical situation then cun!ronting other units of the-
Tan
Diviaion ‘pear Hoengsonb and monju Yhen'tho righters veren't in the alr,

M'

artillery w33 gired by the aerial obaervera ‘at ecesy groups now approaching
’ boldly under cover or the intcrvcn;nu hills. Enesy casualties were heavy,

but a3 darkness clo;cd in he again liL his way with flared to assesbly

> positicns for-the’ attack.

. ©o. | (S‘ret.ch “.ap IV C"\ipyong Batt.la)
. At eight in the ev»ning Chinesu buglea and rhistles began to blo¥ at tho

° porthuest end southwest of the pcrinctur. OQur troops wcre nob to be lured

" jato shooting at nolses in the darh They na;ted -- thea the Cain#s gssault

bvv\ \C.‘
xaves éLn into the trip flarcs, nhi—personncl atnas {7jumping ‘Johanies” Y,

A0 & vy pon\'\w_«
aod booby-trap.\ink ¢ront of C Conpany. Tth the rcsullan ant confualon in enexy

ranks, doxn. cane the artllle ry and zortar bhrragea and Lhe ter-ified eneoy Te-
coiled. (Aiter ten days of shootinb,_thcre wa:n’t a plece of c;}ticnl.terrain
oubl side ourl lines that hedo!t besn pinpointed and de-irv=,cd xith 3 concentraé

s*on. The coordinatian petwesn artillery and

“tion numbcr for ju:t such an occa

heavy =ortar? for defcn ive fires xas3 perfcct.) Despito bis 1nitial clobbering
the fanatical encay ca_a back for more. Fot a p=all aras-ﬁa:.firnd until he
'w\&\

nit the barbed <ipe in froot of the po,n.ion. Then, in the ﬂght. of 155 s/« -1

. illu.inat.inb shells, the 'achi.ne. guns cut. 1005 AL the sazo ti.mc npeat
h and First Eat.alj

[+]

choppers" (H-lb‘a) and tanks near the road petween the Frenc

«16




/// | | .
 omtributed their heavy volume of agtomatic firs. For a while the Chisess
bad =& belly'full of that part-cf cur linss and reaarted to-other tricks..
Eeavy morta.qaflzo .. Russizn jobs, thich the Chinese had emplaced be-
leb thor shills -
hind Hi_ls 3&5 ard 2,48 began to Ga;%A§naccnrately into the center of our
poaition. Unfortunately, early in tng night cpe of the rouxs hit a flack
n-ragon starting a fire, anciher :ta:ted a fire near the First Battalion Co::and
“ Post. uhile our own flares and 111uminating ahells were caretully placed so
as not to silhouette our derensea, t.he glow of the fires in the night baze now
eqabled the Chznese ‘to aojust their mortar fire. Yore shells began to rall
with increasing accuracy and frequeatly near our vulnerable installaticas —
Co-zand post, artillery and nortar poaibions, supply dumps and ald stations.
,orfice-s and c=n rhose dutfes recuired-their coatinued functzoning in these
activities, and who thua could not "seck cover, suffered hcavily.. (The popu-
lar theory that the role of tha staff ard administrators in infantry cozbat )
is a relatively safe onc was ccrtainly pot. true Lhrou'hout the Korean fight—
irg.) The enexy's mortars were- augzented by peck howllzers zhich gave thelr
¢ull pitched warning seconcs before tho pro1ectiles caze 1n, and by high
selocity Russian 76's which blex a shrill derisive shistle after the shell -

.. R : . ’
lezploded. T e hadn't received such a copncentration of heavy weapons fire since

the Naktong!
®ith the encouragcnent of his supportiﬁa fires the enemy sow begaa to
probe at our defenses in the French and Cecond Battalien aactors. He estab-

1ished himself on ridge 2,8 ov*rlookina the French but was unable to negotiate

-

the grazing bands of sachine gun fire thn‘ Lhe French were able to cancentrata'

4n tront of their barked wire. Fraa Hill 397 he had a patural appruach into

the Second Battalion, This was to bacoms our zost eritical point,

411

31.
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/1win Tupnels, Our artillery .ﬁ.red during the day a8 such as=uniticn as we

‘ agred expend at tru Chinese lurk_‘m.g penind the hills waiting for au_.m.ran to

resuze thelr afforts at our a.nhilat:.on. Sc:ne ene::.;' portar fire was

put the weapons were locatsd and des’:.royed 'b) our aeria.l obsarver ‘who bad &

kxesn eys for "gooks“.

Tweaty-four f1ying box <€ar3 caae over +and d:mpped us acso and other
supplios. This was truly &8 Cod-—Scn , but u.nfortu.nut. 1y no heavy @ortar

aocunition oF 313uninating :hells were included and the ri.fle ca*'b-idges vcra

not. ;:.xc!.ed .“.n clips, scriou.a handicags for -ni.ght. ﬁ.‘,ht.ing.
aEntw

_-----.._. -

Eecause of the un-rpectedh', hea\'} mor{ar and a.rtillcry Iirc of the

roceived

pfoccdir.g nipght all hands that could e spared frea i:.tprow-im_. Lhoi.r pca;tions
. ‘on the hills wers set to protecti.n,_, inierior 1nst.allations. he I:o* a 5rou.nd
of rail- =

rade 1t éifficull to dig in, but fart.unately t.here was an abundanco

L]
road L:e.‘ 2nd bags of rice in M"e vicinity to use for re.\-ct.r.::ent.s; shd statlons,

Cr's, fir- direction centers, ard supply Auops rere protccted as wmell as

possible, but wilhout ov»rhu*d cover.

‘porunition ¥as distributed, weapors clear.cd erd readied, 'rcutcs*x:é-coa-
roitered by the re=serve co...ar.dors 2o as to te able Lo lesd treir units to
any poict in the darknesd; wires spliced, arcored vehicles sesviced, trip

firres ard pines resol, ard nu.::erou: othcr tasks ners accocplishad durinrg the

ing of. a.n:' dajhght attack. Eood hot. =eals mere served and the sa::'_iuon,

with fine spirit, deter-'*nation, and cm*ficcnce xaited for L‘ze nc..t. m\e.

c‘..‘v'ﬁ 1u2_1. Fatrols were sent out. as fer 23 r:cuasar;, to provide early xarn-

-

This tine, the Chincse had 8 plz.n. -First, there was & huavy concentrat...m

of morter arc artillery fire yhich rained down of cur po...it.:.on just

at dark.
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Tnis preparation lasted an bour and at seven o'clor.': the weird bugle calls

“

mg out to the south. ‘rhe anuy went to wotk aga.: on the two roads lesding

-intb'our posztion on ea.ch ﬂank or the Second Battzlion. Harc the encxy con-
.centrat.ed hils force. .In column of _conpaniaa he cz= dowa H.‘L'Ll 397 ae.ainst, G
. Coapory. Tize after tize, he wes d.r‘ivenobac_k, as G Coapan:f helc! this initial
attack. -Conct;rrenbiy, ke ndvanced on the Third E-‘:a.l‘l.on, from the ateap

eloges of Ridge 506 where he had hidden during the da,v. The Trird Battalios,

toc, contained the a.t.tack. .

-

" 2 this t..re we had -xpe"dcd near.‘w all of ous precious'-at.ock of Mueai-

Frantic calls over t.uc rm.io ".L'a}_y brm.'ht nFirefly" ) a

ey
nwonderiul guy who flics cver jour pesitica j.n o :-r-::' and channs night int.o .

qt

pating shells.

day by dropping large flares w u.ch 1ast. about fi_u.-en ninut.gs. F...refly ._nd

his reliefs stared wi!.b us all ni;".t. ard hclpcd 5T our ‘skins ‘as puch gaa any

otbﬁr-gaé;et of the prim Lusiness of nipht ﬂg‘-tir. o« | -
AL ome-thirty in the mommiry of the 15th, the attaex had spread to the
siest Sattalion and intensilied in front of the Thiz Corpany 1's positlon

" waa penctrazted, but the Eatialion Cozzander d:.c’i...... rcmforccm...r.t.s and by

“  shifting a platcen of L Con;any, rc:storca the pos_.:.o':..

it thres-fiftees G Cocpany, which kad been l".s-dest. h.i.t. ail n...al't long and

had taken heavy casealtlies could ro lo-.ge- hold its ;c::.t.ion. The nae,m.hcent.

r

" men of this Cozpaay bhad fougbt tild t.t‘e;- had e'rx:n..ea every grcnaue and evcry

round of crm=munition, then t.hc)' had fought w* t.h “tayss et.s and xnives aod rifle

" putts, even with thels fists, 23 the enesy crn..’c" irto t.hﬂir fox: holes. .The,

carvivors straggled domn the hill. The P*n,_-— Cc._a.—.y and 3 Srorﬁ pJ.-.atOOD of Vv

¥ Cezzany were rushed to the position. The loss el t::.*_f hill hié rendered t.ho

“

fe fe e
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alightly rorcing the adjacentileft.of ths

Lhcn Tina and again -the hard fighting 2angers, T Company

ths re:nants of G Cozpany, supported BY the taoks and flack
pow solidly entrenchwd

to the top of the hill ooly to be drivea pack by the

enexy. This couragecu

‘dayliéht zithout saccess, bub'al

his.pentratian. _'-

Eearwhila, esemy had inriltrated along the rod

¢ bonpanJ, and hnd enterod the artiller/ pcrineter. " part of

" yediua Artillery Jas forced to sbandon LS guns o4 to £all back inte the 37th

,

FA's positlon.
able men cade regeated atteapts
it was antenable 30 iong a3 G Con'any‘s hill was in en

yortar ard ar»illery contirusd to rall into our.
éattal;on‘s gefrnses werd belns- .threztecned ard we xerc
sides. EY gaylight only S0 rounds or g) c£m. norha.
of L.2 jnch cortar arTunition re=aincd of the stocks v
eizht in thc narﬁing it was docid

pany, to aesist in reatoriﬁb the G Coopaty position.

b»f‘-\l'\clﬂ""dun g\-f p\i.u_ AR ¥} \
voo buL could not be

déLc _ined efforts the posihion x25 repeatcdly reta

*

held.

c continucd at this onc

ghile the desgerate battl

ing and c2rly afternoon,

_ gained.during the night. Artillery using direct fire,

Prench pouitinn to

s effort against overnhalning nunbera c

Tho Artillery c:;—.-.caraer rallj.cd Lhcm and co

position.

the encmy M35 driven frocz the other

50 without ‘{pe enesy being allowed to continue

4 during the coafusion at

to dr;vc ths Chireae Iroa tho‘posihion,fbut " -

exy ‘mnd...

hard pressed on all
ﬁmunition and 10 rounds
¢ had accuzulatcd_ AL

ed to cozait the Fogimental ReseTVes B Co=-

Cespit

point during ‘e :or&4:

pooitio

rccoileas wneas

. armored vehiclcs gt the road block vulnarable, nd they hnd to uit.hdrsu

pall E pack with
g platoon, and

wagous, pade it

ontinued until

B Battery, £33rd

1lecting a1 Evall-‘

The First

e B Company's

ns ta ﬁad

‘ons, tan?s




//d ttin-forty s hlastud hin off the. bare ridgen. Fighter planea coming in
latu in the :arning wxhen the hazs had cleared, worked over. the enexy. nathadi—.

' cally. He couldn't take this terrific puniihnsnt and withdrew froa all pointa

nz.ccpt Hil1l 397. Rers the mst. stuh'bom, fanatical umit In the Chinesa AI‘W _

:ust have been pitted against us and was deter:ined to die to the lnat gan.

They disdaincd cover and fired with their riIles and machine guns at the

. attackins flghter planes. .o ff;$; , B . - o

o Lir resupply comren:ed at the sa:g tiﬁéués-the air support and 30 'bdx

: ;;rs’ drogped their loads. Thila the- drops were goin° on heliﬁcoptera and

liaison planes flﬂx in to our 11t+1e air strip to carr} aray the core seriously

tounded. Enery :ortars and small ATTS 'irc froa dill 397 {nflicted zany
'-f casualtics amanb the supply rncovery partic: ‘that =e-e rushing the dropned

10 to wa;tinu artillery -and - mnrtar ‘pleces, and hindered the errorts of the—

:cdics to e\acu1te the wounded. The air sup-ort that day was great - 131

sorties'— core than had ever’ bcun rloxn in Yorea for-a unit our azzc.

[ t-:coré.“u.-_l -“.“L \.us& ""&u"— 3"?;‘-6\",'
Finallv, in =1d-aftcrnnon 8 Compara\haé again fought their vay up to G

Cocrany's position, this tzne o stny. At four-thirty, the dic—hard enexy

) on Hill 397 Fas faltcrinb. Firing could be hcard to their rear. Corp_ny B's

cen fro: their Jantage point bzgan to ravs and chcer. Thq lead_tanss of the

t
.
N
. ' :
I e
PR Y } » .
. wlend® WA e e B A e . L L
' 3

5Lh Caval:y caze into vievw arousd the bend.

: Q Again, “olls?ood rinish" Ahain the eneny was-pursucd with artillery

o shalea .

'iyhtera till bc dragged hi:selr inta tha countains to the north. Again,
| ifera wzs work te be done — ninctc-n C—ll?'s rere Lo drop their loacs during

thc niﬁht a sovel ex,ericnce Io* us, and’ prcparauions had to be made. Abain,

g WES SRSy 1Y P TS

to gel get Lo repulse a vicious ni-ht attack. And a;ain, thc enezy dida't

|
|
:
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..:om back, that pight, or the next :_zight, or the next. - Thus ended the baf.t.lo

/ of Chipyong-nil!
Txo days later the 23rd RCT pulled it.sel.f togethe} and mrched on to re—

_sume the offcnsive, to repeat fonju a.nd the "Twin Tunzels® and Chipyong, agaln -

and agsis, the scene 2 1ittle atetereat, but the pattarn’alnays'the sace.

© fnis was the Infantry, dirty, tired, draggihg Infastry and its brothers of

'the aupporting aras, Lot t.oo tired to hold their ‘leada up, not too tired to

Joke and cuss, not too tired t.o recexber sadly . t.he 630 buddies who had beed

carri -d to the rear during the past. t.ro weeks and t.o waigh thelr o=a chancqs.

This was 2 proud and cocky Infant.ry — proud to the poi.nt of. hau,,ht.ine-s..'

l'ora].e‘ what.'s ‘Ll'at." rhat nas the "scere? hell, that gook div:.sion at llong- )

‘ cl.on, tro core at uonjt. , the Chinese 125th at.the *Miin Tunna'la" .and now t.he

. ngld pan? says st lea..t. Lhu- of those at Chi.p-ong rzon't right r.galn. Seven

divisions xrocked off in six weeks. Say, vhat are wo worrying "about? let's

et this thing oved yith, Let's go, You foot 510._""1'3‘
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