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Command ing General
Tth Infantry Division
APO 7
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e

Attn: Historian

L. The major opration of the command for this period
was lts_pnpl@ymgnt as a combal unlt with United Nation forces
e iR B T | A major problem enc untered was the entergre tion
of Repulblic of Korea tfoops with United States forces. This
i 3 was done .bn an ineividual hasis, each Korean becoming vart of
3~'"W"‘m§q3@eam.wmﬁhe lmportant elements oF thils oroblem were:

e aenem s e

Q P (SR S Languaze barrier:

1. U.8. personnel were unsble to speak or under-

2. An insufficiemt nuwrer of intervreters were
L0 overcombe this déficiency.

(is)=( i~ 7 &

Training: : : ;

ROX zersgonnel without any mJ'ltary tralning
wha taover were asslgnsd to the unit (ap roximately 1800) two i
wiike orilor to debarkation from Japan. Their inability to - ;
understand language, ecuivment, habhits, cul ture and e raon- i
altles of Unlted States personnel retarded gssimilatlon of
et gential tralning subjects;

c. Feeding:

The extreme change in diet as well as eating habits
inltially econtributed to various minor illness among the RCK ¢
sv‘d]ars.

d. Banitation:
Health and efficlency of & fighting unit reflect
sanltary measures enforced. The ROK personnel reguired con-

tinioues supervision of thelr sanltary practlices. Their |
immunity to disease, bullt up after long years of exposure, :

“2$&méffk
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ive importance

2 ion. : preseribed rules were, numerous,
8 ‘endangerin € Aealtn of the command. Thig condition
88 expedlently remedied and no serious medical problem re-

sulted.

2. The 3ilgt ROT (CQHSiSting of the 3ist Infantry Regiment,
57th FA Battalion, and . Company €, 13th Combat Engineers) after
completion of final training exercises in Jaten embarked at

© Yokomma on 7 September 1950. While enroute, proposed tactical
migslons were outlined and staff sectlions prepareqd necsssary
Plans to accomplish tem. An intensive tralning program, made
difficuwl t by crowded trop ship crnditions, Wse carried out
daily.

3. The RCT landed amph ibipus ly at Inclon, ¥orea, 10
September 1950, The leading elements o7 the RCT immedicately
mroceeded in a s~utheasterly direction towards Suwon area. The
oblective was a large enemny held air baee south of Suwon. The
Combat Team wa preceeded by the 7th Reconnaissance Company ard
the T2 Heavy Tarnk Battalion, which encountered only scattered
enemy resistance enrsute to the airfield. These leading ele-~
ments secured the objective while elements of the ROT secwured
the high round south of Suwon airfield. Elements of the RQT
Immediately condueted reconns 12 gance In force to the east, south
and west. Initially only light, scattered eneny reaslstance was
encountered though sthrtly intelligence regorts indicated g
build up of strong enemy force to the south on Hille 113 and
92. The city of SBuwon was entered the rorning of 23 September
1950 by Task Force Witte and placed under United Nation control

' by proclamation.

Ta sk Force Rubotton, made up of Company G relnforced,
proceeded south along the Suwn-Ogan-ni road on a re connaglssance
misslon. The task f-rce initially hit heavy resistance in the
vieinity »f P'yongm-ni. The reslatonce consisted of hegvy
small arms fire, heavy maching-gun Tire, m rtars, and tank Tire.
The Tire was intense aad the unlt suffered heavy casua.ti

Task Forece bdttom was held ot the town and Taask Foroce Avle
k ! inder of the

o

‘ consisted of the ren
! on and Coapany Tesk Force Able executed a wide
cenvelopmne to the east aml south +o the town of Sgan~-ni, and

g
‘north to the vieinity of Hill 113. Tack Foree Able reacheg
the south end, of Hill 1132 sector gt daylight on 27 Septenber
1956, At that time an attack was launched on Hill 113 by
Task Forece Able, and an tre bigh growd north of Hill 113 by
Takk Force Rubottom. Tgek Foree Rubottom secured the high
ground north »f Hili 113 suffering very heavy losses from
eneny ams, mortar and machine-:sun fire. The énemy wasg well
aug in and expe rtly camouflaged; snipe r& were used extensivly.
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goners nf was cq”turod durinz the week
: 8

At the out @t 2f the engagement encay

e 1._;Intelligence
me in enenmy element c“wa*

P

Tt wa

o

T th in iz. : sRe
L srms, 17 t nd
mo e "”iZGﬂ umﬂ,
trucks and e;c“€u.

svered by thisg regcort eneuy
Lowllied and an unknown number
<1lled and 75 wounded.,

5. Sub nt to the chrapletion of moppling up oterations
he n the Suwon area, the RCT on 1L Cotober 1250

o L

the vioinity of Bangchon, XKoreg to mop up
' A rrent, and regabilitate the men.

T e primary. mlssion o he RCGT wae tocihnrﬁubhly s creen the

terrain within this sector. The front »f the gector screened

wa s rwurhly 40 miles. The screening o7 thisg ares WS@ ac com-

f lshed by motorized and foot vatrols and rozd blocke. Tanks

Wers -scd in support of most motorized patrole. No major

eneny recistance was enc untersd during thie period. Training

e ntinued, dncluding Battallon in Attack Tield exercise,

gupnrted by the 57th Fle.d Artillery amd the U.5. Naval Alr

Force. These exercises provided an ooportunity to continue

the training of ROX <er<onnel and e ntributed to thelr in-

cre ased effioi@nay. ' ‘
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Commandinwyéeneral
7th Division, APO 7

o

Attn: G=%, Section Historian

T0

Adjutant General
Department of the Army

Attn:  Chief Historical Records Section
Departmental Records Branch
Washington 25, D. C.

DAILY CHRONOLOGY
6 Sep 1950

1. On this date all units of this command, having been alerted
for a move by rail from Camp Fuji, Japan to Yokohama, Japan for
purposes of embarkation, engaged in full scale preparations Ffor move
and proper policing of area sevacuated,

2. In accordance with pre-arranged plans, motor vehicles of this
Regiment were dispatched by road from Camp Fuji to Yokohams for purposes
of loading aboard transports., This mission was accomplished without mis=-
hap under the supervision of the Regimental S-3 and motor offider.

7 3ep 1950

: - The Regiment, less an mdvance detachment, was moved by rail from
Jamp Fuji (Gotembe Station) Japan to the Fort of 7okohama, Japan. The
move was made by serial with the last serial reaching the port at 1830
hours this date. All personnel were immediately loaded on previously
assigned (by higher Headquarters) tramsports. Quarters were assigned

and necessary guard and work details astablished, The loading was order-
ly and with a minimun delay.

8 Sep 1950
Trensports assigned to this Regiment included the Gemeral H. ¥.
Batner {TAP 11%) the ship assigned for .the transportation of the Cowmend-
ing Officer, 3lst Infantry Regiment. This transport and all other irans-

ports assigned for the transportation of this Reglment sailed from the

~
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r-tothe inaugunati@n of . thie diary
ic of Korea, '1857,. in number, were attach
j "ka to each unit, in that they have
,ral part of all combat units, this diary includes
their activitiea as eaaentlally ‘those of the Regiment.

be Durin"the period cevered by this diary, there have been no

eAC

Cap‘bain 9
Historian
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& It must be noted that?'rior 1o the inauguration of this diary
soldiers of the R blic of Korea, 1857, in numbar, ware att&ched to

Captain, "cm
Historian
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Commanding General
7th Division , APC 7

Attn: G~5, Bection Histerian

3

Ad jutent General
Department of the Army

Attn: Chief Historical Records Section
Departuentel Recerds Branch
Washington 25, D. C.

DATLY CHRONCLOGY
10 Sept 1950

l. Transport General H. W. Butner, Headquarters for this Regiment sailed
from enchorage in Yokohame bay &t 0515 hours and headed to sea. At /#0® hours
" in accordence with prior instructiens from highsr headguarters, top secret

documents were opgned by Colonel R. P. Ovenshine, Regimental Gommander. The
documents revealed the destination of the 31lst Infentry &e In-chon, Korea and
agsigned thezission of the Regiment plus attached units which ineclude the 57th
F. A, Battalion snd "¢" Coupany l3th Engineers (combat) all of which form the

31st Infentry R.C.Ts The documents further outlined alternate plens to be used
as the situstion might requirse. '

2. The General Butner, now assigned & position number 21 in a large convoy
is underway. Treining programs are in effect for all officers end enlisted men.
gtaff members are engaged in comprehensive study of maps, g=2 reports and plens
incidental to the regimental militery mission as part of the U. N. forces in
Korea. Republic of Kores troops were presented with brest patches in appropriate

ceremony. {®ee letter attached)
11 Sept 1950

1. Routine training, guard and work details are carried out. Officers
schools organized.

2. Regimental Staff members are dessiminating information regarding>
regimental mission and alternate plans to lower level cormenders. Debark-
ation plans are being prepareds .

12 Sept 1950
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Ne change from pr‘g am of 13 September 1950,

R

‘5 ' 15 Sept 1950

No.change from progrem of 14 September 1950.
16 Sept 1950

o rrlv%g In-chon harbor-dropped anchor 1150 hours approx1mately 10 miles
o eff shornértL ST or other landing craft available for unloading this date.

Note: There has beenm no contact with the enemy by any units of the R.C.T,

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER: ‘

Ass't Adjutant
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24 September 1950

- SUBJECT: - War Diary and Historial Report(Essentlally Narative)
31st Inf Regt Covering Period 17 Sep to 23 Sep 1950.

TO Commanding General
7th Division, APO 7

Attns G-%, Section Historian -

DAILY CHRONOLOGY
17 Bep 1950

1. RCT aboard transports lying off shore Inch'on Harbor,
routine training and debarkation drill continued.

2+ Change in RCT mission recelived from Commanding General
7th Divisien studied by staff.

18 Sep 1950
1. ROCT aboard transports off shore Inch'on.

2 .Ali details of revised mission disseminated to lower
ehelons. Troops and officer tralning continued.

19 Sep 1950
l. Training continued.

2. Orders received for debarkation via L.S.T.s. Maximum
load of vehicles and personnel off ship at 2045 arrived landing
beach Inch'on City “rea 2250 hours, all units off marched to High
school ball park for overnight bivouac. No contact with enemy
trooops. ' '

20 Bep 1950

\ l. Reglmental C.P. area deignatdé by higher headquarters.
Point of C.P. selected by Regimental Commander at co-ordinates
201l.4 - 146.5. Opened C.P. 1245 hours. ‘

‘2, 3rd Battalion 3lst Infantry Regiment ordered to Division
Reserve. Headquarters of all other units of RCT establlished in
areas deslignated by Colonel Ovenshine. Proper protective measures
taken. : ' ’




21 Sep 1950

1 1. Command Post functioning normdlly, proper communications
having been established since establishment.

2., S-2 gection received iInformatlon as to location of enemy
particularly guerrilla troops operating in general area of units
location. _

%, Command Post closed station and moved at 1800 to Unyon-
ni, Co-ordinses 302.6 - 145.6. No enemy actlon imvolved 1ln move.
No elements of the RCT have engaged the enemy.

22 Sep 1950

r 1. At 0630 one platoon lst Battalion (reinforced) proceeded

, south toward Suwon - mission to reconnolter Inch'on-Suwon west road
} and Join elements of 32nd Infantry at Suwon.

E v 2. Orders changed while enroute mision now %o proceed south
s!’éf Suwon alr strip with all units of 31lst RCT less 3rd Battalion
31% Infantry whieh 1s now X Corp reserve.

i
H
1
i

2, No contact with enemy enroute exoeﬁt aporddie sniper fire
causing injurles to two enlisted men of 3lst Infantry Regiment.

Approximately 20 P.0.W.s captured and 5 killed by lst Battalion units.

4, OG. P. closed 302.6-145.6 1530 hours opened 324.2 - 123.1
(Suwon airstrip) 2310 hours..

2% Sep 1950

| 1. By direction of Commanding Offlcer 2nd Battalion relinw-

| forced have been committed to tike and hold high ground south of

' Buwon airstrip. One company reinforced of the lst Battallon were
dispatched for "mopring up" operation in Suwon-ni both units de-
parted respective C. P. area at 0730 hours. ' '

2. 57th F.A. Battalion remained at 302.6 -l45.6\to avalt
guns. "B" Battery 48th F.A. now in support of RCT. "B Compay
73rd Tank Battalion attached to 31st RCT for support of mission
gsouth of Suwon. , : .

3, Duw to length of supply line airborn supplies In excess
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ever‘te U. N.
captured and

= from civilian source that 1l4th
ry Div + 20.0 = 27.0. No estimate of number

 tfoops or armament indicatad.

5 6. No contact with organized enemy forces. Many unarmed
comnunists surrendering without resistance, sniper fire less
frequent, asligned operatlons succesful.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICERS

%mﬁﬁ

/ Oaptain, CAC
/. Ass't Adjutant
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-ly take an& held fh"f~area.
S Suwon-air field

TO 1  Commanding General
' Tth Infantry Divislion
APO 7

Abttn:  Histerlan

’ry Li@nking positians to proper—
“Primary objcctive inciuded the

h with its large 8000 Ft. concrete runway
1s vital to ouﬁrem%fsupply problems and important as 2 base of
operation for fighter aircraft,

¥

2. The 3lst RCT having been preceeded by the Tth Recon

- Company experienced very little enemy resistance on its move
‘south into objeot;

e Ared. Small arms fire was encountered
from small groups of unorﬁanivcd enemy.

3. Suwon alir field was takeun wlthout opposition and
immediate deployment of troops by the Commanding Offlcer caused

2 ti¥ough probe of southera front. Enemy activity was lmmedi-

ately reported and active steps were taken to destroy the enemy.
Consglstent and well directed artillery fire from supportlng _
units was responsible for effective weakening of enemy defenses,
however the enemy was well entrenched and 1t soon became’
apparent that close proximlity combat RER essential to the proper
prosecution of the RCT misslon.

A, “ho eneny was engaged in full scale ground operatlions
in the aresa aagacent (north) of Osan-nl, =28 Wnder the personal
ddrection of the Commanding Officer 3lst ﬁuT, A 24 hour heavy
battle ensued, which ultimately resulted in the complete route
of the enemy. This was the only major engagment for the period
covered by thilis report. , &

5. The 3lst RCT for most of thls period consisted of the
31lst Inf Regt, 57th FA Bn, Battery "A"73rd Heavy Tank Bn,
Battery "B" 15th AAA Bn, plus supporting units. Fullest
cooperation was given by 211 unlts councerned in the ground
mlission and both the Army Alr Force and the Navy Alr Foree
gave full support when calied upon for alr-surikes.

-
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ammunltlion,

T. Prisoners of war captured during the week approximested
500. At the outset of the engegement enemy POW morale seemed
high but apprehensive as to thelr future, the continued defest
% thelr troops experienced, however, caused morale to become
very low.

Intelligence gained from -captured enemy disclosed that the
malin enemy element consisted of remnaentes of the 105 Mechanized
Regiment plus supporting units. It was further estimated by
these reports that the enemy strength in this area was approxi-
mately 2500 to 30600 troops armenent other than small arms esti-
mated at 17 tagks, 25 anti-tenk guns and several mortars,
motorized eculpment conglsted of an unknown but small number of
trucks and jeeps plus some 25 to 50 motorcycles.

8. There was no malfunctlon of ROT arms reported and the
.results of 3.5 rockets ageinst tanks was extremely effective.

9. During tﬁs perliod ecovered by this report énemy_casual-
tles are ectlimated a2t approximately 300 killed (wounded unknown)
our losses approximated 25 killed and 75 wounded.

10, HMeny acts of herolelm 2nd meritorious service have
been repvorted and necessary steps for proper awards are belng
prepared., :

11. The weather conditions throughout the week was clear
and dry and had no adverse effect on operations.

12, Supply of troops was effected efficlently, avallable
supplies were recelved promptly. Oritical shortages in the
theater of operatlon consisted maiunly of motor vehicle parts.

13. It is noteble that the civilian population have been
very cooperative in their efforts to deévuige information help-
ful to UN forces. Youth groups are beinz organized and
consistently submit information as to communist and/or enemy
troop activities In their vicinity.

14, Our troops have maintained a very high morale through-
out this periliod. There have been only minor infraction of
mitltary 4disclpline and no reports of looting or other crimes
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War Diary, Hos 3lst ROT, o4 ‘“\‘ept 50 o 30 Sept 50, Gon 't

15. It is eo ,idere@ ﬁ at the asglgned mission for the

- veriod covered by:thl report can be donsidered succeas%ful
_in every way.

POR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

spon 2,

CHN E HASPEFR
Captain, CAC
Historian



