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NARRATIME SUMMARY
(February 1951)

On 25 Jéﬁuary,'the‘Uﬁited Natlons launched what Lieuten-
ant Generél_Matthew B Ridgwéy, Elighth Army Commander, announced
as a "limited objectivevattaok.” This was to consist primarily
of aggressive patrols directed to penetrate enemy held &areas to
depths of 12 miles from firmly established bases, The patrol
base line assigned to the 2d Infantry Division was the X Corps
M-M Line 1n ite sector. This weas a line which ran from & point
geveral mlles north of Yoju in an easterly arc through the vil-
lage of Anchang;ni to a point approxiﬁately-four wmiles south-
east of WonjJu. The 2d Division was the left flank unit of the
American X Corps. The 24th Division, which was on the IX Corps
right flank advanced abreast of the 238 Division. To the right
flank of the 2d Division wes the 8th ROK Division.l

As the February period opensd, the 125th GCF Division
wag reacting violently to a probing attack by the 23d RCT on
the tunnels area four mwiles south of Chipyong, employing its
5724 and 374th CCF Reglments in the holding action and counter-
attack, It was immediately obvious that the enemy was committed
to hold this area--which was the key to a complex road network
and which, in the United Nations hands, would threaten the en-
tire CCF positions south of the Han River,2

The 3d Battalion and attached Ffencthattalion of the 23d
RCT (supported by the 37th FA Battalion (-) aund Battery B, 824
AAA Battalion) were placed under heavy attack at 0450 hours on
1 February. When the information was received by division, it

Instructed the 9th Infentry, which wae in division reserve, to

l. App D-2: POR 507, 1 Feb 51
2. X Corps PIR, 1 Feb 51
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relieve the Qd Battalion 2,‘ Infantry, at the village of
Munmang-ni. The 24 Battalion, 23a. RGT was then instructed to
displace to Iho-ri to tagg over the~qgmm§;ments of the lst Bat-
talion which commenced imhédiate maveméht ﬁo the tunnels area
to reinforce its parent organization.

The heaviest fighting during the dey occurred in the
sector of the French Bettalion on Hill 453 (CS8442). The

enemy attacks were here repulsed in hand to hand Tighting.
The 37th Field Artillery Battalion brought heavy fire to bear

on the attacking units, ammunition resupply (as well as re-

supply of rations, gasoline, and signal equipment) being ef-
fected by air drop.* By the end of the day, the 1st Battalion
had Jjolned the defending force and the eénemy pressure had de-
creased.l

A very importent factor in the successful defense of
_the tunnels area had been the tactical air support., Over 80
sorties were flown against the attacking enemy in the tunnels
erea and against the enemy roadblocks established ﬁlong the
Yoju~-Chipyong road which the 1lst Battalion, 23d Infantry,
and the 2d Reconnaissance Company had been foréed to destroy
before they could effect a reinfbrcement of the surrounded
unit,.?

Enemy losses were very severe during the fighting of
1 February in the tunnels area. Over 1,200 enemy dead were
counted and total casualties from the cowbined ground, artil-
lery, and air action were estimated to be over 3,600.3

The heavy atteck against the 23d RCT did not affect the

planning for a newly projected operation designated as "Oper-

¥The rugged terrain forced heavy reliance on air drops
and carrying parties throughout the period.

App D-2: POR 507, 1 Feb 51
App G-1: After Action Report, 234 RCT, 29 Jan 51-16 Feb 51

1
2
3 App D-2: POR 508, 2 Feb 51
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¢ X Corps Q-Q

tits, b curved i which fol-

16Wédfﬁhevold ’ itS‘wéétern projec-

tion where it curved to the north to inOIude the village of

Chipyong. Thefwestern flank of the 2d ﬁivision wes also ex-

tended at this. time to include the town of Hajin and eXtend-
ing. north tO‘BM;856 C87463., The 2d Dlvision wag to support
the &th ROK Division in 1ts drive north a2long the Hoengsong
~-Hongchon axis from 1ts defense bese on the Q-Q Line. Sup- |
port forces, counglsting of aftillery and supporting infantry
uhits, and tank énd infentry teams were to be attached to the
. ROK divieion for tactical control. Supply of these Support
WT ; zTeams was to remain with the 24 Division supply agéncies.
1 ’ - Thekmovament to the Q-G Line‘W&s completed by 1200 hours
‘ on 3 February. The 187th A/B RCT hed relieved the 8th ROK Divi-

gion in its former sector to the right flank of the 2d Division

1
|
and the 8th had begun to assemble in the geheral area bf-Sokong-
ni--Nopyong-ni five miles to six mileg in thé rear of the Q-Q
Line. The lst Battallon of the Oth Infentry established de-
fenses at Yanghyon-ni while the 2a Battalion assumed the re-
sponslblility for security of the mountain pass in the vicinity
of 059025 through which passed the MSR to the 2d Battalion po-
; gsitions and to the 23d RCT. The 3d Battalion, 9th Infantry,
patrolled the Wonju--Yoju road .
The 38th RCT concentrated ite foreces in the Hoengsong
area during the first few days of the pGPlOd preparatory to
| carrying out its proposed commitments in suppo?t of the 8th
'x RCOK Division. - '
L - The X Corps plan for Operation Roundup envisaged a |
double euvelopment of the enemy 1n the viéinity of Hongechon..

The 5th and 8th RCK Dlvisions were to be employed in the'at-
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‘sion moved gh its: Z@;ne.l

The 2%

2 aftefgthe "Twin Tunnels" oeperation of 1

February, hed conmtinued its séttack on Chipyong on 3 February.
Tﬁe'towm wasﬁsé@@ﬁed_late in the day against sporadic resis-
ﬁance. The‘fegxﬁent began to build a perimeter defense around.

“the city'immad_‘ﬁely, coneentrating its defenses on the high

gfound which sufrounﬁed it. The defensive pogitions were not
on the most dominating terrain. To defend thﬁ highest terrain.
features in the Chipyong area would have required more troops
than were available. The Regiment&l Commander, therefore,
concentrated on a tight perimeter defense on 1nfériof ground
improvad to the mexXimum for & defensive stand. The lst Ranger
Compeny, attached to the 2338 RCT, and Company B comprised the
regimental reserve.2 Those hills which were too distant to

be easlly defehsible'wéfe_cevered by the fire of suppértiﬁg
iOSmm and 155wm batteries. |

/ | As the 8th ROK Division seemed to lack aggressiveness*

during its initial meneuverings, the Commanding General of

L.
N,

et

the 2d Division alerted the 38th RCT Commandsr to prepare'his

N

34 Battalion for possible commitment in the Saemal area to

gg gsupport and energlze the Korean division. This was not to be
T X ' .

At done, however, unlesg the 8th Division fallea to advance or

1 bogged down during the 6th of February.3

1. App D=1lb: J=-70, G-3 Jourmnal, 4 Feb 51

2. App G-1: After Action Report, 23d RCT, 29 Jan 51-16 Feb 51
¢c. App D-le: J-114, G-3 Jourmal, 5 Féb 51
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 25 mll@ front was vary fluid

dlndun. As it was im-

‘Operation"

possibla to covar tmé eniﬁ @;area fr@m fixed defensive pGSl-‘
tions, the chmRQT c@ntimued,its cﬁnstant aggressive patrols
Which.combed‘thb central sector im“an'aﬁﬁampt to'wipavout the
great numbers of small, infiltrating enemy units. The-cone |
stant threat to the division sector from enemy alehg the Han
River corridor to the Di vision left flank nmade im imperatlve
"that the 9th be 1mmediately available should this threat de-
velop.l | |
| Although the OCF 125th Division withdrew completely
’from the 254 RCT -area after its abortive attempt to drive the
regiment from the tunnels area, there were constant probing
attacks of North Korean units which frequently infiltrated to
considefabl@ depth, Enemy patréls in the Hoengsong area were
particularly active,? |

In an attempt to inflict casualtles and create confusion
_-while‘conserving divisional manpower, the use of air support
ana artillery fifés Wa. s greatly increased by'the divisiono
The FSCC, functloening at Division Headquarters, proved its
great value ag a coordln&ting agency during this period‘

The 8th ROK Division ran into trouble shortly &ftér
launching its attack and reports were soon received by 2d
- Divigion Head@uarter of attacks by a QGF division. KMAG of-
ficiels, when queried as_to_the velldity of the reports, éaid
that they had been greatly eXaggerated., 24 Divisiom.Artillery
Tenks fired into & smell enenmy patrol éggup to their rearﬁB
There was, however, little doubt thet a considerable numbef
l. App D-lec: Jell&, G-3 Journal, 6 Feb 51

2. App C=2: PIR 107, 6 Feb 51
3. App D-ld: J-98, G-3 Jourmal, 7 Féb 51
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ﬁéf’the:area

" The 1lst alion, ed an attack

agéinst the town of Sogu, @pproxi y five miles east of

Ghlpyeng on th :;mi &ﬁefﬁhefgﬁtématic weapons which

had been l@catea in thie-ares. This attack was coordinated
with the 34 B&%@@l @n, 234 RET, which,advaneed on the same
objective from the west. The énemy reSiste@'these attacks
stubbornly, ﬁtiiizing an'aﬁasual number of automatic support-
ing weapons, ﬁimh@ugh the attacking elements were successful
in taking eﬁ&mylhéld hills in the approaches to the town, they
fj/] | wefe unsuccessful in teking Segu.' They did, h@wever, succeed
i in localizing this eneny unit and confining 1t te & constricted
sector, T | ‘ |
On 9 February, the 34 ROK Division was attached to thé
X Gorns for operational control and directed to move by moetor
marcbes to an agsembly area 1mmediataly northwest of Hoeng-
gong. It was to report to the asgembly,&rea no later than
OSOO noﬁrs.on 11 Februery prepared for immediate tactical em-
ployment.2
Weather conditions and visibility were adverse on the
9th and attacks 1aunch§d by the 23d and 9th RCTs made little
progress. Patrels of the 38th RCT reported no enemy contact.3
A By the 10th of February, it ned become obvious that
5' there was a large enemy build—up north of the 234 RCT and it

becane apparent that the enemy was prepering an offenslive not

only to drive the 234 from its perimeter in the Chipyong area

but to push back the entire front. Thousands of enemy troops

PO O

sl

e

moving south, nad been observed from planes operating in the

o

area, There had been numerous reports from friendly agents

1. App D-1ds J-118, G~3 Jourmel, 8 Feb 51
2. App D=le: J=20, G=3 Journal, 9 Feb 51
3. App D=2: POR 516 S Feb bl -
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tself only after

tﬁeﬁéﬁemy positions,

There wa.e

ﬁha 1tth. ~ﬁ§ve heléss,'Eighth,krmy was antleclipating & heavy

;ﬁwtack along tk entire front, and X Corps was notified that

‘fthe.Sth;R@Kﬁﬁiv lon was to remain in,position; - There was to
be mno further m@vément north or west unless cleared by Eighth
Army. Later in the day, a repoft wes recelved that the route
‘of withdrawal nad‘been cut, behind the 10th and 16th ROK Regi=
ments. Enemy activity began to increasse toward nightfall,
The‘ZBd R@T?had plauned an attack on Hill 583kto be
launched on the morning of the 12th but this was cancelled by
division and ali units were instructed to limit their active
itieg to short range comﬁat patrols.. _Heavy enemy attacks were
soon 1aunched'alang‘the entire line and the 38th Infantry re-
ported that there was increasing evidence of a RCK collapse,
Its Support Team;had fallen back to positions behind the 34
Battalion bringimg wounded soldiers with it, The lst’ Battalion,
a8 part of Support Forcé 21, under 8th ROK control, was still
not héavily angaged on the evening of 11 February but de=~
sired instructlons as it no longer had liaison with the 8th
ROK Division. X CGorps, when Queriéé, granted permission for

Support Force 21 to withdraw to the bridge near Haktam-

l. &pp D-le: J-102, G-3 Journal, 10 Feb 51
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Force was to se wal of the UN
:ﬂniﬁsgétiii.~@§ or the withw
‘deéWai ngﬁhélw port For }@é had been

‘given &t 0230 Hours on the: February. At this

time, the ROK I ixi@n,~%‘ﬁ@h haé“faés@fﬁhe attack of four

—@@mmuniat Divigions and had lost over 8,000 men, was disin-
tegrated, By éﬁﬁﬁ.hours, the outposts of the Support Fsrce

were under general attack.?

The withd }Wing S&ppért Force 21 came under immediate
heavy fire from both hllls and rice paddies ad jacent to the
H@ngehbnﬁ—ﬁeangﬁang read, Trucks werelknacked eut, the driv-
ers kllled or @aptur@d& Wr@ck@d,@quipmenx, blecking the road,
forced the eventual abandomment of 14 105mm howitzers and five
155mm hewitzers.* The bridge site to which the Support Force
had been directed to move was already under enemy control and,
&t 1100 hours, the Suppert Force was directed to push its way
through the enemy bleck and continue 1ts withdrawal to H@ehgscng.

Th@v38th‘1mfantry Commanding Officer had been notified
by Division &t 0950 hours, 12 February, to de ali in his power
to cover the withdrawal of Sup?ort Force 21, The X Corps, how-
evér, did not return the units te control of the 24 Division
until 1107 hours when instfuctions were lissued directing the
division to reconstitute the 38th RCT and attach to it all

elements of Suppert Force 21.3

In an attempt to clear the road for the withdrawling
unit, the Gommanding Officer of the 38th Infantry directed

a rellef force to the 34 Battalion to link up with the Sup-

¥3even 105mm howitzers and a&ll of the 155mm howitzers

were recovered in Mar¢h by recovery teams operating under the
direction of G-4.

1, App D-1f: J-14, G=3 Jourunal, 12 Feb 51 .
2. App D-2: POR 518, 12 Feb 51
5. App D-lg: J=58, G-3 Jourmal, 12 Feb 51

A
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téffelam@nt

¢, which had

émpﬁrt@ pene-

the 3d Battalion

trate the @nem

'of th@ 38th RCT : .vﬁln the late afterncon

{@mplat@a tha link~up ‘and the continuation

/ auccessful;
;of the withdra  1 into H@engsmng. All 24 Division Artillery

' F@rward Observers with the Sth ROK Divigion had been lost dur-
ing the fighﬁingfand artillery support during the withdrawal
w&s‘contgelied by serial observers,t |

In view of the disorgenization of the 8th ROK Division,

'andfthe‘dangér of o msjor Communist bre&kthréugh, X Corps di-
rected the 187tb,A/B?RGT to reinforce the 24 Diwvision units
in tbé néfthrof Wonju. The 8th Division at this -time was in

the process of assembling lts remmnsuts at Ghupc~ri.2'

A8 the defemse of the road hub, supply points, and G-47
Landing-ﬁtrip at Wonju was vital to ihe succes§ of the defense
against the attacking foreces, the ASsiﬁt&nt Diviaion Commander,
Brigadier General George O Stewart, was directed to take charge
of 2ll units in the Woﬁju area and organlze the defense. His
orders were to held chju,'wﬁatevar the cost.

v Arriving on the evening of 12 Februery, General Stéwart
called together all commanders of local units (including tech~
nical ahd service organizationé) and instructed them that da-
fenses were t0 be established and that they would be held--
thera was to be no withdrawal no evacuation. H@ then com-
menced the establishment of a perimeter defensge @f tbe Wonju

area, In order teo provide the\maximum disruption of th@ 8q-

vancing CCF units, supporting artillery was placed in positions

from which it could mass fires on every approach to the Wonju -

1. Goﬁferénce Notes, After ketlon Critique, Chupo-ri, 5 Mareh 51
2. App D-1f: J=86, G=3 Journal, 12 Feb 5l
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tained to couhter-attack

»any enemy pene‘ /

y cl@ﬁ@ ‘the gaps

the Chinese wereﬁabWQ to ce - inw%hefd@f mse perimeter.

Liaisan pilots“wére inatruct@d to reinin in the air through~
out the d&ylighi nours with the mlsai®n of keeping the closest
-possible surve;llaaee of enemy movement to prevent surprise
attack or massing of enemy troops.

' '~ The primary defanée 1in§ established by General Stewart

B //////’ Tollowed the high ground approximately 4,000 yards north of -

’ Wonju. The Netherland's Detachment (which had lost its command-
ing offlcer during the desperate fighting on the previous day)
wag on the lelft, with the 24 Battallon of the 38th,RCT and the -
3d and lst Battalions of the 187th A/B RCT to the right, in

" that order. ;Thé?zd Battalion.of the 187th.A/B wag the reserve

|
w 51_ force for these defenses, The 18th ROK Ragiment established
defensive blocks to th@ east and & ROK Ranger Company estab-
lished defensive blocke to the west. The 2d Battalion of the
17th Infantry, 7th Division, which had been guarding a pags
on the Wonju--Chechon r@ad-assumed;reﬁpanSibility for the rear.
The enemy was atrangely quiet on the 13th, aﬁd the defenders
worked ;evarishly to prepare for the agsault they knew would
soon come.
At 0330 hours on the morning of the l4th, a heavy enemy
attack was launched in the 24 Battalion, 38th RdT,-aréa and
Company G was forced to give way. Company K of the 187th was
thrown into the gap and ﬁne-positiOn was'rest@yed. The Nether-
landers also were forced to give & little ground in the face
of heavy pressure, after iaflictin& heavy c&@u&lties on the
- enemy. 7
At first light, the liaiaon.piloﬁs took off and soon

reported an ensemy colurn of troopg, estimated at twg divisioas,

moving down the Som River, ev1dently to encircle the positionuo
SECRET |

wlle
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tempting to escape t@ the north.

d@ciéive victory, the enemy abandoning
- target and Sbifting.his main effbrt to the
wart turned over the defense of the no 1ohger
‘eatened ¢lty to the Commending Gemeral of the 187th
A/B ROT. | | |
With the shift in effort, the 23d RCT faced greatly in-
creaged pressure, X Corps had notified the division on 11 Feb-
ruary to prépare to move iits chARCT to Yoju on three hours
notice, At this time it was enticipated that the 24 would a-
ygaﬁn establish its defanse line elong the are between Yoju and
jWonju.' The éivlaion was also told to prepare Blocking positions

f betwsen Mummang-nl and Hungho-ri, On the'morning of the 13th,

the 24 Division expressed 1lts concern to X Corpes at the exposed

SN,
R N

position of the 234 RCT. Corps replied that 1t desired and had

recommended a general withdrawal to the Yoju--Wonju line but:

m\,,,;v.w:«?s;s»mmm_

that 1t was the personal desire of the Gbmmanding Geheral of

ot

Eighth Army that the Chipyong perimeter be neld at all costs.l
K By evening of the 13th, it was evident that the enemy
haed decided to eliminste the 23d RCT perimeter at Chipyong.
The 234 weas at thiq time placed under heavy small—arms, auto~

matilc weapons, and mortar Tire. &4 direct hlit on the Command

1. App D-1g: J-56, -3 13 Feb 51

-12-
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Gmmﬁn”ing“éffieer.

over the area t

the mornlng of Whie ‘

on the overall taation &ndllisﬁga @%éeif&e requirements

to be follawéa yoall ﬁnité in the defemse: (1) Major units
vapé to be meintained intact. (2) No equipment éasAto be
abéndoned° (3) Wongu was to be held and the enewy attack
.ohecked 1n‘that spes at whatever cost. (4) The 23d Infantry
was to remain in the Chipyong srea and the highest priority
wes to be given to the opening of the MBR to this cut=off
‘unit., General Ridgway then promised that Eighth.Army would
glve all possible aid in stemmlng the attack and reminded the
gsteff thst all echelons were to bhe impressed with the impor-
tance of every hour-—and that the action of one small, deter-
mined unit could, by an unylélding defense, influence the en-
tire situation. _

The Commanding General, X Corps, held a conference of his
division commanders that‘éfternoon to discuss ¥eneral Ridgway's
comments an& a ﬁew operation order5 Lieutenant Colonel John A
H'ﬁhiles, X Gorps G;B, wag at this time released by CGorps and
assigned to the 24 Division to replace the wounded Colonel Paul
L. Freeman as commanding 5fficer of the QBd.RCT.Q .

/“ ' The 27th British Brigadé we.g atﬁaéhed.to'the,zd Divisgion
effacﬁivé 1200 nours with-the sole mission.of c¢learing the MSOR
betweemflho«ri and Chipyong in cgngumctiom,with'ﬁhe 5th Cavalry
Regimemﬁ.B. The 5th Cavalry was to také the road Trom Koksu-ri

to Chipyong which paralleled the road taken by the British Bri-

1. aApp D-lg: J-128, G«3 Journal, 13 Feb 51

2, Daily Summery, o/s Office, X Gorp% 14 Feb 51
3s App D=25 Dally Sumwery, G-3 Jourﬁal, 14 Feb 51
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'Divisiow

ected t asit1on of the unite would be with the left

‘ the'QBd%RGT with the remaining front-ling
a%its,vinva :r p@éition along the line, being the
27th British Vuade, the 6th ROK UlVlSlen, fhe 9th ROT and
the 38th ROT,L

The,GthméﬁK Division moved into Yoju shortly before
.mldnLght prepared to take over its defeunse positions on the

mornlng of the 15th, 2

L

Shortly after midnight on the morning of the 15th, the.

234 RGT requested an emergency airdrop of ammunitlon as the

enemy wes:&galn hitting the perimeter from all sides and the
ammunition shortage was critical., Thls request was immediately

acted upon by G-4 and cargo planes began loading in Japan for

an sirdrop at first light.”

Shortly before noon, the 23d RGT reported that the Sth

.Gavalry-was at Koksu-ri, approximetely five miles south of
Ghipyong,'amd advancing slowly. E;rly in the aftevnoon; in
response to a query from the 2d-Division, the X Qorps delin-
eated the boundary between the 2d and the 187th A/B on the

malin defense liune as being DS0236, a 1little over four miles

west of Wonju.4 At this time the entire 38th RCT was placed

1. App D-4: OI 30, 141500 Feb 51

2. App D-lgs J—lQO G=3 Journal, 14 Feb 51
3. App D-1lhs J-18, G-j Journal, 15 Feb 51
4., App D-lh: J-58, G-3 Jourmal 15 FPeb 51
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ni 1

Late in-ﬁhe‘afterﬁéong the7§3d”R@ﬁ ﬁapnrtedﬁthat the

5th Cevelry was within 1,000 yards of the Ghipyong perimeter

l
l
%
’ . ‘ and that the en@my was fleeing in,panic._ Very heavy casualities
i 'were 1nflicted on the retreating Chlnese, the 234 ut11121ag
all weapons to the maximum. By nightfall, 20 tanks and approx- -
imately_ggg;ggcompanying infentrymen of the Hth Gavairy Regi-
vfﬁ/ | ment had entered the perimeter and the enemy activity had ceased.?
There,wa$'little activity on the_l6th@-,Everything was -
gulet in the 23d RCT séctor and ﬁhe supply trains. of the 23d'
Tigelly reacﬁed_@hipyong where some were immediately‘loaded
with wounded and returned to the rear under s tank_escort.B
Shortly before midnight, X Corps notified the 24 Division that
its boundarj would be changed &t noon on the 17£h. The bound-
ary ohange Was to greatly narrow the 24 Division front., The
left limiting point of the new Division front was t6 be at €S-
9435, the right limiting point at DB0236, a tront of less than
8,000 metérs compared to its pfeVidus front of 39,000 meters.,

From its‘new defense line on the X Corps L-L Line (an east-

west line running jJust north of Anchang-ni in ﬂhe‘Qd Division;

1 SeCﬁOP), it was to patrol to the J-J Liﬁg approximately five

: to seven miles morth. The 27th Britlsh Brigede and the 6th
ROX Division were released from attacbment and’' attached to IX
Corps. The 234 RCT and &ttachments were als@ attagihfed to IX
Corps and further attached to the lst Cavalry Division. It
was to remain under IX Corps control untll the lst Gavalry

i eould take over ite defense perimeter at Chipyong at which
time the 23d RCOT and attachments were to return to 24 Division
1. App D-lh: J-69, G-3 Journal, 15 Feb 51

2. App D-lh:  J-102, G-3 Journal, 15 Feb 51
5. &pp D-lh: J-87, G=~3 Journal, 16 Feb 51
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ntrol.l |
The éth jjthéif new de-

?¢H@aréé’for its

move from Chipj

.fhﬁ 9th moved.

The pfimary problem on the 18th was the movement of the

234 ROT from;itgiposition at Ghipyong into the 2d Division zone

fésponsibility.~”It was directed to move into the Wonju sector

and relieve the 187th A/B ROT which was scheduled to move to

‘Ghupo—ri from where it was to lasunch an attack to the north-

east.3

The movement of the 234 RCT was completed by nightfall -
~of the 18th and X Corps extended the 2d Division zone to ﬁhe

east another £,000 meters at 0800 on 19 February. Thils placed
Wonju and Hoengsong vack in ﬁhe 24 Division sector, TWé ba t-
talions of the 187th were attached to the 2d Division effective
on 1200 hours 19 February with instructions that they were to
remein until relief of fromt 1ine units by the 23d RCT could
be;effeoted.» | o

There was, &t this time, & noticeable decrease of ehemy
activity in the division sector and the X Corps notified divi-
sion thet it was to gain.and meintain contect with the enémy.4

X Corps published its Operation Order 14 aﬁ 1800 nours
on the 19th which called for & coordinated attack by the IX
and X Corps to_destroy the enemy in the Hoengsong, Pyongchang,
Wonju area, (This waé the oper&ﬁion which was to be given |

wide publicity as "Operstion Killer," the code designation

1. App D=-1is J-26, G-3 Journal, 17 Fsb 51
2. App D-1li: J-81, G~3 Journal, 17 Feb 51
3. App D-1li: J-60, G=3 Journal, 18 Feb 51
4, App D-1j: J=5, G=3 Journal, 19 Feb 51
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“at which time

o $¥11im=ni~~Chupo=rie--

Tﬁwanﬁo assemble in Ghupo-ri where

. veserve., The 24 Battalion of the

rned to its parent organization

rigg the 19th was limited to preparations

:for the.neWw@isjién.' @bnﬁ&ct,pafﬁols sent out during the déy
’féﬁurnsd with négative results., No enemy contacts were re-
parted.3

~ On February EOth, X Corps announced that‘B-Day and
HaHourlef "Operation Killer" would be 1100 hours on 21 Feb-
ruery. The 2d Division was to begin movement to its new po-
sitions by 1100 hours on the 21st. The 24 Division was to &t-
tack at D-Day plus one A All units were to be cléér of Mokkye-

'vdong by 1800 hours as the Marlnes were to be passing up the
roéd_towards Wonju with & 300 vehicle convoy at that time.>

‘The 2d Division published its Operation Order 24 at
1400 hours. This directed the 9th RCT to move to an assembly
area near Sillim—ni'from where it was to attack north on order
to Haanhung-ni via‘Songgye-ri; The 234 was to move via Chupo-
ri and Chechon to an assembly srea at No-dong from where it
le App D=-1k: .J-50, G-3 Journ&l; 21 Feb 51
2. App D-1js J-19, G-3 Journal, 19 Feb 5]

£ Dally Summery, G-3 Journal, 19 Feb 51

J-42, G=3 Jourunal, 20 Feb 53
J-13, G-3 Journal, 20 Feb 51
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for the local

Post was to move

on the right of the 24

V%o No~é@ng thg afternoon. From

- 1o stri&e north to Dngyo~ri,

>.p@ﬂﬁant{r@ad between He@nggong and Pangnim-

f”siwn.jumped off on schedule on 22 February.
”Although.nof@nsﬁyfappoaition was encountered, the advance was

slow because offthe_difficulﬂ terralin and the quagmifed roads

resulting from sudden thaws and a heavy rain the previous,
~evening. Vislibility wes limited thoughout the day and truck
traffic was brought to & standstill by mid-afternoon. The
15%h Field Artillery Battalion commenced a‘tr&ining program
on the 224 to brimg lts proficiency up to the high standards
achieved prior to 1ts heavy leosses north of Hoengsong. The
38th Infantry also initiated a traia;ng’pragram to integrate
the replacements which were filling its depl@téd,ramﬁﬂ.B |
T&e first enemy resistance, consistlug of small arms
“and AW fire, ene@unteréd by the 24 Division on "Operation ”
Killer" ﬁas directed at the 9th RCT by an antreﬁched’enemy

.approximately~@ight miles northeast of Slllim-ni. The enemy

positions were blanketed with mortar and artillery fire and
the enemy withdrew.* | |

High water d¢ontlinued to be & problem and the bridge

Cp O 24, 20 Feb 51

1.

2. d=23, a—3 Journal, 20 Feb 51
3¢ POR 527, 22 Feb 51

4, J=34, =3 J@urnal, 23 Feb 51
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& & request
”‘%@fthé for-
ivision then
"Emvdaring«the advance

ecommended one of the fol llowing three

e cnly solution to the logistic problem: (1)

befprgmidéd as supply bearers, {(2) That the
plied by air drop. (3) That the 2d Division
'until'bhe'nec@saary road networks could be .
In raply, X Corps stated that air drops were doubtful
,but that bearers would be provided, In any event, the advance

was to be contiﬁued.l

Lengthy advances were made on 24 Fébrﬁary despite the
extremely adverse weather and terrain conditions. By nigﬁt~
fall both the 9th and 23d RCTs had crossed the X Corps -1
Line in the divislon.sector, and were approaching the impor-
tant road between Haaphung-nl and Ungyo-ri.g

On 25 February the X Corps directed the 2d‘Division to
continue its advanceé to the Arizope Line where it was to es-

tablish blocking positions to‘deny its use tb the enemy. This

line followed the Hoengsohg-~Paﬁgnim'niwfoad, an impertant
route of.withdrawal for enemy forces to the éést. Hoengsong
wag, at this time, glready in the hends of the lst Marine:
‘5ivisioh. Both the 23& and the ch'COﬁtinued their advances
during tﬁe day and the 9th RCT was within & short distance of
Haanhung-ni on the J-J Line. > |

On 26 February, the 2d Division requested thet one of
the four battalions attached to the 38th ROT be- released to
1. App D-11: J-71, G—B Journal, 23 Feb 51

2. App D-1m: Daily Summa.ry, q~3 Journal, 24 Feo 51
3. App D-1lm: Daily Summary, G-3 Journal 25 Feb 51
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taken 1ts

'-Thev23a d*its 28 Battalion 'd ;7@& Fiald Artillery
ﬁfbtalion into % o ‘

@ns from which

it could launct _attack we&t to link up with the Qt and com-

ion of the ehemy in the area,®

n of the attack changsd from n@rthedst to

v@ua nerth on“the Vth.of Feb“uary. The boundary between the
IX and X Corps WES now a nerth—south line approximately four
milas east of Hoeungsong. The 3d ROK Division wae the left

flank of the X Corps. The boumdéry between the 24 Division
and tbe 54 ROK Division wes the Chunchon River (inclu@ive to

the 24) to the Arizona Line snd - frop the Arizona Line it went

north up a valley to DB3152, A1l X Oorps units were directed

to expend every effort to close the enemy escape route by
securing the Hoengsong--Pangnim-ni road and seizing the high
ground nértb of the road.B‘ »

The 23d RET moved its let Battallion to the road to
block the enemy forces drlven from Yngyo -ri by the 9@ Battal-
lon whlch wa.s attacxing from the east. The 9th Infantry re-

mained in positiom throughout the day and made preparations

to send 'a meeting force to the 72d Tank Battelion which had

been halted by snipers while'bringing supplies to the aévancing
regiment. On the following morning, the lst Battallon of the
234 RCT eﬁtered Ungyo~-ril and commenced wovement to the west to
join forces with the 9th ROT.% |

1. App D-1lm: J-34, G-3 Journal, 26 Feb 51
2. App D-1m: Daily Summary, G—B Journal, 26 Feb 51

3. App D-1n: J-4, G-3 Journal, 27 Feb 51

4, App D-1n: J¥?2 G-3 Journal 28 Feb 51
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on of the 2d

Line in ite assigned

bases,; and patrol

ct~west combst patrol boundary

ely 5,000 meters north of the Ari-

‘ effort.dn t%@ last day of the period was
;%he read justment of positlions and preparations for the con- \

ftinuation of the drive to the Arizona Line. To increase the

frontline units for the widened division front, the 38th In- :

fantry took over the security,oommitment of the French Battal-

lon in Chechon, releasing the French to the operational control
of the 23d RCT.2
The 24 Infantry Division had fought superbly during the

month of February and sustained heavy losses., Now, rapldly re-

placing 1ts losses, 1t was agein moving forwérd in the attack.

1. App D=1ln: J-29, G=3 Journal, 28 Feb 51
2. App D-ln: Daily Summary, G-3 Jburnal, 28 Feb 51
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‘Febnﬁér3"195i‘

‘The month of February divides itself into four distinct
ons, each of which provides the basis for extensive discus-

n which can be f@undﬂigﬂthé.narfétiVe sammary of the cemmaﬁd

rt for the month, Th f@ﬁr ¢tﬁé&§lareebriefly the RCT
defense of%tbélﬁwiné

s aréas‘ﬁhe m@mént@as'defense of

cen r, the ealamiteus employment

,ire divisi@n will be moved up to do the job.," The hn@wleﬁge'
ef this wholehearted support is believed to have been a very

) significant moral prop against despair. The careful selectian ,
1'1,of defensive positions and integration of defensive fires paid
good divi&ends'daming the acti@n. Enemy'readblocks ﬁ@-the _
South of the per@?eter caused little concern t@ a f@rce assured
'that reinferaeme“;s were ferthcoming.

As RCT 23 ¢ mpleted the twin tunmnels actien and: ttacked

inte the Chipyond ni area, an operation R@ﬂndup spea,_eaied by

il i
SECRE—
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,@d'@f?suppert.

fo e remnants to vicinity of
put 1nto effect to defenﬁ and held
Che . Wanju defense f@rce was c@mprised
187ths&irbonne,RcT. .A wmified conm-
arly in erder.amdhwasgaae@mplishe&'

: $@nﬁin'full

e hist@ric'battle far C
| .vae$i@ﬁ'e®na1&sively demonstrated the
pr@ﬁ95310f ‘ ffanﬁrthCT in a perimeter defénse. “The

fgrﬁundiheld-ﬁyf' Bfwas-n@t‘thé commanding terrain however,

vtheﬁﬁatieakeﬁégé ction and erganizati@n*af*tfiht.&

’vpesitiens ren the perimeter 1nvulnerable so lon

ply was pess Besu p1y was aceemplisheé entire

dﬁ@tp‘ and was ogether suee;ess%ful.a Adr dfgep ‘o

mnunition, Unfavorable weather c,,,

-eperati@n by ‘resupply capabilities.' E@EQy

@ﬂithe‘dregs her cemplicated the supp 

It is cons
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r in deep reserve

were ambushed
oterized

for patrol movemént b?

iis?alwaYS»eévéred*by-a;* 

pt @ﬁd’Severe»retaliatﬁry méa—
eneny ambush foreces in each instance.
ice ‘of numbering letteérs of instruc-

facilitate reference and,aecéﬁntiﬁg‘for these

fﬁese letters of instfuétiens.c@vered’éfmultituae

| °f subJeets‘iﬂ9¥ﬁé1ng;the-attendan@e of select persomnel at a
Xacerps‘ﬁatrﬁiliéaéers'caﬁrse-and subsequent courses by divi-

sienal units;: mlnefield reperting, utilization of the Ranger

Company; seemxitynaf supplies and equipmerit; B-29 .and 3-261

night b@mbarﬁmeﬁ%;suyp@rtvfar'infaﬁtry“unité; and massing of
értillery andﬂtaﬁk weapons. The system of publishing instraé-
ticnal matter in: 1etters of instructiens proved a highly satis-
.fact@ry administrative develepment in that these 1etﬁers are |

authenticated.byagﬁ of S_G-3 instead of the.Adjutantaaenerai.

Also, the system establishes a separate, oft used file dealing

with eperatienal matters as distinguished from the a; %is%iati#e.

Liaisen commitments for February were abn@rmaig;_ékﬁvyiés
in addition to tw& officers for lateral liais@n,}th’:‘fwffiéérs 
were required on oecasien to X Corps Headquartqrs._,_

The cenﬁinﬁétion of the Pra@ticeg initiatédfiﬁJLV
of attaching mime@graphed 1: 250, 000 situation @veré ,
Periodic Operati@ns Repert dia much to give a elear,f:?v
picture of the:day to day action free of the n@naesseﬁtialégwhich

g0 often @bscare the big picture of larger scale everlays.
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movement and pruced swollen streams as ael«diti@nal obstacles
to movement,

In all, only seven days were favorable for ground
and air operations. |
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