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i - NAR&ATI%E HISTORY
PERI@B 1 FEBRUARY -~ 28 FEPRUAHY,1951

On 26 January the 23d RCTfﬁith"thé Frénch Battalion attached was
given the mission of patrolling ‘the area%arouﬁd the Wonju-Mokkyedong road.
The 3d French Battalion patrolled in “the vicinity of the ¥MSR while the 2d

and lst Batitalions were dispatched to the towns of Munmang-Ni and Tho-Ri
respectively, to set up patrol bases, C(n 29 January 1951 a motorized pat-
rol from the 1st Battalion making a réconnaissance of the "Twin Tunnels"
area, ﬁas ambushed by a large enemy force. The patrol, which was surroun-
ded by the enemy, was finally regcued by "FY Company, 23d Infantry, after
é'long conflict with the enemy. 'The rescue company also had run into
appréximately two battalipns of the enemy on its way to the beleaguered
patrol. The result of this contact with the enemy in force, was that
the 234 ROT was. given the mission of séeking out and destfoyinﬁ the enemy

“in the "Twin Tunnels" area, CS8344, Therefore, on 30 J“nuary 1951, the
3d Battalion, 23d Infantry; and the French Battalion, which was attached
to the RCT, moved up to an assembly area four (4) miles South of ﬁhe
"Tunnels" area. |

At 0630 hours, on 31 January, the 23d Regimental Combat Teanm (= )
consisting of the 3d Battalion; the French Battaliqn; the 37th FA Bat-
talion minus dne (1) Battery which remained with the 2@ Battalion;

“and ”B“_Battery, 824 AAb Automatic Weapons Battalion moved from the
assenbly area to the Line of Departﬁre. The attacking Battalions cros;
sed the advance LD at 1000 hours with the French Battalion on the 1eft
and the Bd‘Battalion on the right, The-attacking forces secured the
successive intermediate objectives without ground contact with the enemy.
&t 1630 hours, the 23d RCT (-) established a tight perimeter defense
for thé night, At the seme time that the attacking battalions were ad-
vancing North, "E" Company moved North from the 2d Battslion positions
and West so as to screen the right flank., After contacting the 3d Bat-

| talion at 1830 hours, "B" Company returned by truck to the 2d Batfalion
positions at M EEANG-fI: "B Company moved up from the lst Battalion

~ positions at IHO-RI to providé security for the 37tﬁ/FA Battalion (=).

At 0450 hours on the morning of 1 Februsry 1951, an estimated two

(2) eneny regiments attad e@+0§ﬁeter of thé 23d RCT located at the
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“Twnn Tunnels“ area (6883443._ £E§g¢nemyvinitially assaultedd L’ Company's
1

pesitiens, La’cer, durm :.'?fs of daylight, the blewing of

bugles, whistles and h@rni- gafantry assaults characterized
the enemy sttack,

At 0900 hours the enemy began to attack the perimeter on the Southe
west sector held by the French Baﬁtalian. By‘0930 hours, the French Bat-
talion was engaged in hand-to-hand fighting with the enemy on Hill 453
(C8840425), By 1023 hours,‘the enemy had forced "L" Company to give up
some ground, but the fighting had élackéﬁed somgwhat on the West sector.
However, in the French sector the hand-te-hand fighting continued te |
rage.z At 1200 hours, e C@mpany had betaken its lost ground, but was
stil)l under strong enemy pre»sure, Casualties on both sldes were heavy
becauge of the clese~in fighting of the opposing fc_orces.3

Upon learaing of-the steadilyjincreésing tempo of the attacks, the
Commanding General of the 2d Division ordered that the perimeter be reQ
infﬁrced. O@ﬁsequently, the lst Battalion, 23d RCT at IHO-RI began to
nove towards the perimeter at 0830, The 2d Battalion at MUNMANG-NI be-
gan to meve at 1430 hours te IHO-RI teo feplacc the lst Baftalien, while

the 3d Battalion, 9th Infantry, began its move te replace the 2d Battal-

ien, 23d RCT., Also the 234 Tank Company started towards the perimeter

to pfevide its much needed~assistance.4
The enenmy disbatched company-éiza probing units, which reached "B"

Company, 1st.Battalien, pr@viding security for the 37th FA Battali@n.5

The 37th FA Bn Kept firing steadily in suppert of the 23d.RCT (=) o

while "B" Company fought and successfuly repulsed the-enemy. The 37th -

.FA Bn had been takihg undef fire, large enemy groups which endeavered to .

come a:éund both flanks of the perimeter, |
With the mission of hol&ing the high ground around the "Twin Tunnels“

area, the 23d RCT requested and received two (2) air dreps of smmunitien,

=he

‘1, S-3 (Fwd) Journal, entry #7, Hq 234 Inf, 1 Feb 51.
2. 5=3 (Fgd) Journal, entry #18, Hy 23d Inf. 1 Feb 5l.
3. S=3 (rear) Journal, entry #z,z, Hq 23d Inf, 1 Feb 51,
L, B5=3 (rear) Journal, entry #19, 20, 21, 22, 1 Feb 51,
5, 8=3 (rear) Jeurnal, entry #24, Hq 234 Inf, 1 Feb 5L,
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. rations, water, gas@lin¢,.andkﬂadie-batteries._ AIS@, during the day,

more than eighty (80) planes supperted the 23d RCT with ground strikes.
: QN

Enemy pressure had makerighly ¢ iby 1800 hours and at 2045 hours

the new three (3) Battaliens (pluS)'Gembat Team was no longer engaged
with the enemy, | |
During the day’s‘fighting, the enemy, using his standard encir-

cling tactics, had set up twe (2) fire blocks on the road te the South,

‘The 2d Reconnaissance Company, operating frem the vicinity of IHO=RI,

engaged these read bl@cks.6

At 1830 h@ﬁrs, with the 23d RCT still in-
tact, the lst Battaliap began to arrive ét the perimeter, having cleared
the r@gd from the Seuth in conjunctien with the 2d Recon Company., At
1900 heurs, one (1) cempany of the 2d Battalien arrived with the remain-
der of the battalion en the way, expecting ﬁe arrive by 0200 hours the
féllowihg morning, Also the remainig Battery of the 37th FA Bn, which
had been with the 2d B@ttaliem, joined the other Batberies of the 37th
FA Bn te increase tﬁeir fires.7

The fellewing day, 2 February, all units readjusted and consoeli-

dated their positions and conducted vigerous patrols to maintain con=

tact with the enemy, Tanks placed fire on a village at 0S815463. This

action flushed many enemy‘pers@mmel'@ut of the buildings and then ar-
tillery fire was placed on them with excellent resulte., The artillery
also placed a concentratien upon Hill 3}9, 08821459 with excellent
regults., Friendly harassing‘artillery fire was placed around the per=-
imeter threugheut the day énd night. An undetermined number of enemy
located near the %illage of SINDAE, $S813465, fired upen a patrel wﬁich
had been sent to the vicinlty of CHIFYONG-NI. This patrol obssrved
small enemy groups and rep@rted_themabaék to the artillery, which placed
them under fire. | R

Air, értillery and ground action inflicted an estimatéd 3600 enemy
casualtles during the enemy atbtack of 1 February. Immediately to the

front of the perimeter, an actual count of the enemy dead revealed 600

6, S=3 (rear) Journal, Entry #23, Hg 23d Inf, -1 Feb 51,

7. 8-3 (rear) Jourmal, Emtry #19, Hq 23d Inf, 1 Feb 51.
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sen Hill 453, and 400 around the re=-
8

@%élﬁef'laoo eneny dead.
| , the 23d Regimeutal Combat Team

. After the "Twis Tunne]
centinued the attadk to thevKéy cémmﬁnicati@n center of CHIFYONG~NI on

3 February 1951, The 234 RCT seoured the town in the late afternoon
with enly sporadic enemy resistance from the vicinity of Hill 506, By

2000 hours, the 23d RCT had eccupied defensive positions on the high

. ground surr@undlng the town, During the peried 2-12 February, the 23d

RCT c@ntlnued its c@nswlidat1en of p@31tiens on the perimeter with the
mission of holding CRIPYONG-NI to: (1) Deny the enemy the use of the
road net; (2) To hold the left flank of line 2-2 until the 3d ROK Dive

ision in X Corps reserve could depley along this line and attack to the

Nerth, The 23d RCT conducted vigereus patrelling in all directiens for

a distance of three (3) miles, Gempany-size patrols were dispatched

daily, which engaged various size enemy groups to the North and North=-

oR10

west,
8ix (6) hills, which were desirable to occupy: 345 to the Nerth=
west; 503 to the Northeast; 149 and 319 te the Southeast; 397 to the
Seouth and 248 to the West, d@minatgd‘the area around CHIPYONG—N¢; A
perimeter formed on these hille would h;vevrequired more treaps}than
@are available to the‘ngimental C@mmander; Therefore a smaller pefi-

meter had to be established on lower,less desirable ground. To accem=

plish his mission and still maintain a reserve, the Regimentel Comman~

der had placed the rifle companies of the 23d RCT around the perimeter

in a cleck~like fashion, _lst.Batﬁali@n at 12:00 and 1:00 o'clock; 34
Battalion from 2:00 to 5:00 o'clock; 24 Battalion from 5:00 to 7:00
o'clock, and the Freunch Battalion from 7:00 te 11:00 o'cleck. The Reg~
imental Commander retained "B" Company of the lst Battalion and the lst
Ranger'Company as the regimental reéerve, within the perimeter; behind
nAd and ""C" Cempanies. . Wifh the units in thesé positions, the night

of 12-13 February passed with no'enemy contact, ‘However, units on all -

8., Sw~2 -Journal, Entry #,, By 23d Inf,
9, S-2 J@urml Hq 23d Inf, 4=12 Feb 51. -~ Wmssmsa

DOD Bir, 52
WA |




Battalion which was occupying the Northern seéter of the perimeter,™
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sides of the perimeter réported intense flaré.activity,

Ebrwal‘p%%reléﬁibr: hgurs of 13.Pebruaﬁy7reparted in-

creased enemf%éctiﬁi@y cloBe to the perimeter in three directions,
Nérth, Fast, and West, Air OP reperted ememj groups te the Nerth and
East moving teward the perimeterll and TACP directed forty (40) flights
of aircraft against the enemy, when it was nelt possible to place artil=
lery upon them, The 2d Hecon Company, reinforced by "L" Company, 9th
Regimgnt, reported enemy moving frem Southeast of CHIFYONG=NI, West=

ward teward the MSR. They engaged the enemy in a fire fight and were

forced to withdraw to a Pesitien South of the perimeter, where the 24
Recon Gempan# reverted te Divisien control.’® Observers on all sides
@f of the perimeter again rep@rt&d'flare activity during ﬁhe late after=~
noon and earl& evening, DBetween 2208 - 2388 hours, enémy small arms
and mortar fire begaﬁ to fall on the perimeter from the Northwest, North
and Seuthaast.lB Shortly thereafter, enemy troops atbacked the lst
| 1
Heavy mortar and artillery fire precedéd this attack., As midnight ap=
proached, activity spread in other'difections until thc‘Bd Battalion
on the Southwest was the only unit not in combtect with the enemy.lB
Mertar and artillery alse fell in the Regimental Command Post, Field
Artillery and Heavy Mortar Company areas. A&s at the "Tdin Tunnels”
area, the enemy frequently blew on whistles, horns and bugles, Ls
the activity subsided somewbat after wmidnight, a quick check revealed
that a pefti@n of the 1lst Battalion CP was burning ana a 1-16 half~-
track on the Southeast part of the ﬁerimeter had been damaged.l

| At 0100 hours of 14 February, the enemy launched sgnother strong
attack from the North and then from the Northwest.l7 The defending
trémps,@f.the pcrimeterkrepulsed these attacks but the enemy could be

heard diggihg in., Observers noted much activity to the Nerth where

11. S=3 Journal, Entry #20, 21, Hq 23d Inf, 13 Feb 51.
12, S=3 Journsl, Entry #90, Hq 234 Inf. 13 Feb 51.

- 13. S=3 Jourmal, Entry #112, Hq 23d Inf. 13 Feb 51,
14. S=3 Journal, Entry #115, Hq 23d Iaf, 13 Feéb 51.
15. S=3 Journal, Entry #122, Hq 23d Inf, 13 Feb 51,
16, S=3 Journal, Entry #8, Hq 234 Inf. 14 Feb 51,

17. 8=3 Journal, Entry #16, Hq 23d Inf. 14 Feb 51,
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Eﬁey alse éeﬁected enemy m@rtar p@siti@ns,;~£t aheut 0215 heurs, ‘the

eneny launched new dttacks fr@m tha Sauthwest and Southeast, with the

enemy force from the Sout 'é' desperate frontal assault ag-

ainst the positiens of "K" Gempany.ls At 0245 hours frlendly treops

were gtill helding both areas, therefore the enemy attacked from the

Nerthwest against the pesitions held by the French Battalien, Fifteen
(15) minutes later, the enemy hit "C" Company again but the defending
troops repulsed all éfforts.lg ‘By 0530 hours, most of the pressure
was off the treoeps in the perimeter, exécpt for the Ereunch who were
still receiving attacks from the Northmest, which they repulsed.l

#GH Company had regained its positions but "K' Company was fighting

fiercely to hold their sector., The stubborn enemy launched another

attack from the Nerth againat "C" Company's positions at 0545 hours
but was repulsed, In the South, the enémy had made unsuccessful at=
| 21

At 0630 hours, ‘the fighting flared up again, the 2d Recon Com=
pany and "L" Company, 9th Infantry, raportmd-that they were beling at~
tacked on three sides,zz‘ The enemy aﬁtacked,the perimeter from the

Southeast again, but was driven off by "KW and "I" Companies.

Elsewhere on the perimeter, the enemy was feinting at the lines and

withdrawing., At 0730 hours, "K" Company on the southeast was st11l

fighting and the French Battalien on the Northwest was hit again, but

shortly after, the enemy broke physical contact on thé entire perimeter.

Observers reported occasional enemy actigity during the rest of the morn-

ing'and imtermittently, mortar rounds fell inside the perimeter, Dur-

ing the afternocon of 14 February, the TACP brought in three (3) alr

strikes to the South and ‘the 23& RCT recexved twenty-feur (24) air drops

of ammunition, 23 Also the enemy increased his activity te the South,

The first enemy action of the evening occurred at 2030 hours, when

18. S=-3 Journmal, Entry #33 , Hq 23a Inf, 14 Feb 51,
19. $-3 Journal, Entry #43,44, Hg 234 Inf. 14 Feb 51,
20, S=3 Journal, Entry #81, Hq 23d Inf, 14 Feb 51.

21, 5=3 Jeurnal, Entry #82 83, Hg 23d Inf, 14 Feb 51.
22, 8=3 Jourmal, Entry #86 Hq 23d Inf. 14 Feb 51,

23, \S~3 Journal, Entry #150 3159, Hg 23d Inf, 14 Feb 51.




DECLADSLE 1LY iﬁ& s

Authority ??)5\ D\ |

: By%@ NARA Date .

o 7

"K" Company received a m@rtar bafra@;e.g4 At 2130 hours, "C" Cempany re-
ported sounds of the enemy digging in to thier fromt, The Regimental
GO ordered c@nservatlgn ofy ]ﬂﬁ

supply was critically shert in spite of the air dreps. There was ne

@ small armes ammunition as the .

—reserve of S=round clips for the M-l rifles other than that im the com=

pany stocks at this time,
\ 'Simultanaeusly with an attack from the South on the 2d Battalion
area, the enemy br@ught the 23d CP under heavy Self-prggelled Gﬁh, Nog-

ter and small arms fire, This continued for approximately an hour and

 the impact area spread out to include Mortar Company and the French Bate

talien trains area, Fighting increased around the perimeter until the
24 and 3d Battalions to the South and Southeast were engaged in fierce
clese combat.zs Bugles sounded on the hills to the Nerth and 120¥mm

heavy mortar rounds began to fell in the Regimental CP area, The fight=-

_ing sbated for a shert period but atOL30 hours, the 15th of February,

*K" Company repulsed two (2).attacks, while pressure increased»@ﬂ the

South and Southwest against "G" Company.

4t 0230 hours, the enemy penetrated "I" Company pesitions but were
driven out with the aid ef "L Company , after vicious, clese~in fight~
img.26' The overwhelming number‘@f eneny forced the "G" Company line to
withdraw at 0315 heurs with heavy lesses. The chimentai CO ordered
counter~attacks te retake the lost ground. A compesite force of Rangers,
ene platmen of "F® Company, and thé-tr@@ps, which remained from "G" Com-

pany, waa assembled to accempllah this m1551bn.27 While they were formw

i ng, "A" and "C" Companies repulsed snother severe attack from the N@rth

Ammunition stocks in the companies had become so low that commanders

ordered their men net to fire unless they could actually see and hit the
enemy. At this time, the supply trains contained less than 140 rounds

of 4.2 mortar and 90 reunds of 8l~mm mortar ammunitien. The committment

of the Ranger Cempany left enly "B® Company, lst Battallen, in rogimental

24, S-3 Journal, Entry #175, Hq 23d Inf. 14 Feb 51,

25, S=3 Journal, Eantry #4-13, Hg 23d Inf. 14 Feb 51.

26, S=3 Journal, Entry #29, Hg 23d Inf, 15 Feb 51,

27. S=3 Journal, Entry #37,38,41, Hq 23d Inf. 15 Feb 51.
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epulsed the counter-attacking
%mdly tf@eﬁsl The Regimenw
7 th ugH C®mpany area ‘to retake the vital
l@st ground, and thus secure the 1mtegrity of the porimeter. Heavy
small drms and au%amatlc weapens fire frem the reverse slapes of "BH
‘@@mpany'smmbgaqt1Ve prevented them from taking and hobding the positien,
‘é$upp@rting‘£amks-were,unable te gain pasiti@né for assault fire because '
the reads wére heavily mined, At 1400 heurs, "B" Company was still un=
ablé te move se the TACP‘br@ught in air strikes and napalm dreps which
r@uted the enexy and enabled Rk G@mpamy t@ proceed to their ebjective.
‘ Meanmhlle the 23d RCT Commander notified "BY Gompany of the 2d
Engineers that they,were now the Regzmental‘ﬁeserve,zg With the coming
of full daylight the activity‘on the remainder of ﬁhe perimeter ceased
and air drops began to resupply the almost completely exhausted stocES-
of ammuhitionﬁgg An enemy martar‘fired-intﬁ the drop zohe and the Reg=
imental CP area throughout the morning, inflicting{heavy casualties on |
the crews that were recovering the supplies. .Countér-battery by 4.2
mortars and artillery silenced this enemy mortar at 1130 hours.

Also during this day‘s act1v1ty, a radlo comtact had been estab-
lished W1th the 5th Cavalry Reglment which was approaching GHIPYONG-NI
from the Southwest. Later, at 1230 hours, the alr QP reported that the
leadxng elements of the 5th Cavalry Regiment were abou$ 9000 yards
Southwest of the perimeter, moving slowly.BO By 1630 hours, "B" Company,
. now secure in defensive positions, could see the ieading elements of
the 5th Cavalry Task Forece approaching from thg Southwest.Bl The men
within the perimeter could éee.the‘enemy fleeing to the hills as the
column drew nearer'and nearer. These f£leeing troops weﬁe taken under
artillery fire. A%t 1700 hours, the Begimental Commander ordered all
units to hold their fire as ammnition stocks of every type were almost
depleted. Reports of large enemy groups to the North and Northwest
28, 5=3 Journal, Entry #69,70,72,73,95,103,119, Hg 23d Inf 15 Feb 51
29, S=3 Journal, Entry #74, Hq 234 Inf, 15 Feb 51. ;

30, S=3 Journal, Entry #96, Hg 23@ Inf. 15 Feb 51.
31, S=3 Journal, Entry #199, Hq 234 Inf, 15 Feb 5L.
12
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c@ntinued to. come in. The 23d RCT reported to the 2d DlVlSion that 8

total of 131 sorties had been flewn in suppert for the day of 15 Febru~

32 A night drop by i% “] Wes necessary to resupply the ROT
with small arms and mortar ammunition, The last air drép was at 0300
hours, . i ! |

The 5th.Cavalry Task Force eﬁtered therperimeter at 1715 hours,
At 2115 hours "BY Company withdrew to positions ¢1§ser to the town of
CHIFYONG-NI and closed the perimeter for the night.>? Other than flare .
activity, the enemy did not indicate any desire to attack, in spite of
reports that indicated that he was digging in to the Northeast and |
Southwest, No éﬁemy cﬁntact wag made during the rest of the night.
| The crisis of the battle of}CHIEYOﬁG-NI had definitely passed by
the morning of 16 February, During the morning hours, only sporadic
ehem& haragsing artillery fire fell within the confines of the 23d RCT
perimeter., A patrol dispatehed by ®#C* Company foiﬁhe North, encountered

'SP fire in the vicinity of the village of KGSAN.?4 This was the only

patrol of those sent out by the 23d RCT to contact or sight the enemy ,
At 1635 the supply element with the 5th Gavalry Regiment'érrived at the
23d RCT perimeter., The vehicles upon discharging their cargo, immediab-
ely were losded with wounded personnel and dispatched to YOJT to place
the wounded in medicel channels., These fehicles made the t?ip to and
from the perimeter without enemy contact. Foob elements of the 5th Cav=
alry Regiment moved Horth from KOKSU&EI toward the 234 ROT peri@eter,
sweeping the high ground on either side of their route of‘adVance, with
no enemy ‘opposition and by 2400 hours were within 3000 yards of the per-
imetér. ,

On the 17th of Februarj, company=-size patrols were dispétched in
all direétions from the perimeter with the following results: The lst
Battalion patrol, dispatched to WOLFA, 08805498.came under automatic
Wéapons, small arms and mortar fire from an estimated enem&'cdmpany
dug in on a ridge (CSE800504 = CSE13504). The patrol withdrew and re=

turneé.to\%he perimeter at 1600. Artillery and 4,2 Mortar fire was'

32, 8=3 Journal, Entry #139, Hq 23d Inf. 15 Feb 51,
33. S~3 Journal, Entry #135,152, Hq 23d Inf, 15 Feb 51.
34, 8-3 Journal, Entry #2, Hq 23d Inf, 16 Feb 51,
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placed. on this&enemy group. The 2¢ Battalion patrol, dispatched to

Hill 397, GS&@2457,-contacted a five man enemy patrol at SUKFOL, CSw
808457, killing 2 and dispersing 3, The 34 Battalion patrol to Hill
- 506, 03830487, reached the top of the hill and came under small arms

,wum‘ﬁwm,memwdmemwwdm

AR

and automatic weapons flx
air strike was placed on the enemy posltlon.35

At 1200 hours, the 23d Infantry was attached id the IX Corps for
operational control since fhe location of the 23d Was within the IX

Corps sector of responsibility,36

. On 18 February, the 23d RCT was re-
lieved by elements of the lst Cavalry Division, and at‘llOD hoursg began.
its movement'frém CHIFPYONG=-NI, td return to the 2d Division sector of
responsibility., Tﬂis movement was handled in a most expeditious ané
efficient manner, and by 2400 hours, all elements of the 23d RCT, less
the 1lst Battalion and elemenfs of the Sérvice’trains,’had closed in

the WONJU area, CSOSBBnBv

The time of closing of the lst Battalion
in the WONJU area was 0030, The 23d BCT reverted to the operational
control of the 2d Division at 2200 hours. ,

On 19 Februery, the units of the 23d RCT were located as follows:
The first Battalion of the French Battalion ﬁas in asgembly positions
on the Southwest road from WONJU, ' The seqond and third Battalions were
in assembly positions on the Southesst road from WONJU, The French
Battalion ﬁas placed under the operational control of the 187th Airborne
RCT at 1200 hours. Local patrols were sent out by the 23d RECT with no
reported enemy contact, 38

On 20 February, orders were 1ssued to the 23d Infantry to move,
upon being relieved by elements of the lst Marlne DlVlSlon, to an agsem~
bly_area in the vicinity of NGDONG-NI (D83316) and North of CHECHON; to
prepare for offensive operations as oréered by Héadquarters, 24 Infantry‘
Division. In compliancé with the above order, the 2d Battalion departed

at 1705 hours, followsd, as transportation became aﬁaiiable, by the 3d

Baﬁtallon, Specmal Units, and Reglmental Command Group, lst Battallon,

35. S~2 Journal, Hg 23d Inf, 16 Feb 51.

36, S=3 Journal, Entry #35, Hg 234 Inf. 16 Feb 51.
3%. S=3 Journal, Entry #6069, Hg 234 Inf. 16 Feb 51.
38, 8-2 Jourmal, %q 23d Inf. 19 Feb 1951,
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and thg remainder of»Régimental-Headquarters.39 There was no enemy

&

contact during this moven

-

6o, ALl units except Tank Company and the -
1st Battalion closed at e

*

(The 23d Infantry Regiment CP was visited by General Mark Clark,
Chief of Army Field Forces, and General Almond, Commanding General of
-thevX Corps, from 1040-1100 hours). At 2205 hoﬁrs thé 23d'Regiment was
directed to have a mimumum of one battalion at CHICHON-NI by 1000 hours,
22 February. The closing of theiFranch Eattalion into Division Reserve
at CHECHON at 1300 hours, completed the movement of the 23d RCT from
the WONJU area.40 ' | '

On the morning of 22 February, the 23d Infantry “jwnpéd-off" in
the attack at 0920 hours, with the 1lst Battelion on the right and the
3d Battalion on the left.*l The forward movemenf of these leading ele=~
. ments was stopped oppbsiﬁe"CHUCHONANI (D33524) where elements of the
17th Infantry were struggling to cross a four-foot deep, raéidly moving
river., By using tanks as ferries to shuttle the troéps across this rain-~
swollen river, the lst and 3d Battaiions were able to cross and continue
.ﬁhe attack in their éssigned séctor.42’ HoWever;-the wheeled ﬁehicles |
were unable to cross there with their units, The advéncé continued until
1800 hours, when the 3d Béttalion stopped for the night at DS325295, and
2000 hours, when the 1lst Babtalion stopped for the night-lOOO yards
South of Hill 642, DS378319, Oné company From the 2d,Baﬁtaiion'and
Tank Gompan& were located across the'river while the remainder of the
2d Battalion, Regimental CP and Hgs Company, the 37th FA (reinforced)
Battalion and Heavy lortar Company were established on the South side
of the river at DS348236. _

The engineers attached to the 23d RCT worked contimuously unﬁil
 1500 hours 23 ?ébruary, to construct a ford across the CHUCHON river to -
carry vehicles forward in Support of the'lst and 3d Battalions, The lst

and 3d Battalions continued to advance along the high ground on the

39. S=3 Journal, Entry #35,38, Hq 23d Infl9 Feb 51.
40, §=3 Journal, Emtry #14, Hg 23d Inf, 19 Feb 51,
41, S=3 Journal, Entry #27,30, Hgq 23d Inf. 22 Feb 51,
42. S-3 Journal, Entry #5, Hq B3d Inf. 22 Feb 51,
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sides of the North-South Gorridor in the regimental zone, This advance,

which was being made crosg-country over the rugged mountain péaks of

Gentral Korea, indieated q&; ”d; rodps are not dependent on road nets

to successfully maneuver and fight against the enemy. The rate of ad~"
vance was not fast but the rugged terrain and rain, mud, cold, and lack
of rations are not unsurmountable obstacles to a determined unit, provi-
ding that the unit has cénfidence in iteelf and ite leaders.

At 1600 hourg, the lst and 3d Battalions buttoned up for the night
at DS379330 and DS339326, respeétively.43 Battery "C", 37th FA Battalion;
Battery "B", 503d FA Battalion; one platoon of Tank Company s 23d RCT CP
and Headéuarters; and Company "F", 234 Infantry moved to new positions
iﬁ the vicinity of DS409271, Thé 2d Battalion, minus HEY Company, re-
mained in position in the vicinity of DS350230, Although there was no
enemy resistance for the lsﬁ and 3d Battalions, the terrvain, mud, swol=-
len rivers and absencevof roads presen%ed serious obstacles to resupply
and delayed their advance, _ v

The 1st and'Bd Battalions jumped off at 0700 hours the morning of
24 February, moving over extremely rugged terrain, with all equipment
p&c_1<:--c;a:z*ried.’44 At‘1640 hours, the lst Battalion stopped for the night
at DS385380, and the 3d Battalion‘stopped‘at D8357341. The lst Battal=
ion received rations by Liaison dircraft drop.45, The 3d Battalion sent
one company back to the Battalion supp;y base as a carrying party to
bring formard additienal rations. A4t 2015 hours, the 23d RCT received
instfuctions from G~3,2d Division that it would remain in the positions

now 6ccupied by its forward elements until recelving further orders from

~ Division Headquarters.46

On the 25%h of February, since the 23d RCT was directed to remaih
in place, the emphasis was on the supply of the troops'occupying the
high, precipitous mountains. Through the use of indigeneous carryihgv
parties and sir drops from liais§n aircréft, rations and changes of socks

43, S=3 Journal, Entry #60,64, Hg 23d Inf, 23 Feb 51,
4bo 8=3 Journal, Entry . 51424, Hq 23d Inf, 24 Feb 51.

45, S=3 Journal, Entry #51, Hq 23d Inf, 24 Feb 51,
46, S=3 Journal, Entry #65, Hq 23d Inf. 24 Feb 51,

16
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were delivered to the lst and 3d Battalions,’

During the morning hours of 26 February, the 3d Battalion utilized
G e

B B
g0 Y A
oLy B ¥:

the Northwaerd advance, Simultaneously, the 2d Battalion; Special Units;

carrying parties to resupp ;;?

Company "B", 24 Engineer Bn; Battery "B",82d AAA AW Béttalion, and the
37th FA Battalion moved through the 7th Infantry Division sector to pos=-
itions in the vicinity of DS4742 from which to drove West and link up

with the 1st Battalion.48' During the early afternoon hours, an enemy

~ radio intercept indicated that the enemy in the Division zone was short

of ammunition and planned tb withdraw.49 Therefore, the lst Battalion
was -ordered to move to the vieinity of DS3742 to establish blocking
positions and to patrol East towerd the 2d Battalion, 23d Regiment.

The lgt Battalion succeeded in advancing to DS3739 where they secured

positicons for the night. All supplies had to be hand~carried by the lst

Battalion across a 4000 foo# mountain which materially affected their

rate of advance, The 3d Battalion remained in position in the vieinity
of DS3534. |

| The 1st Battalion departed from its last positions to continue its
advance over mountainous terrain to selze the objective South of the
Eagt-Test laferal road in fhe vicinity of DS370418. One Company was
dispatehed to the Northeast to establish contact with elements of the
24 Battalion moving to seize Hiil 825 (DSL05433). 4t 1740 hours, the

1lst Battalion had reached its objective encountering 1o enemy resistance

‘durihg their,advance.so The company which had departed to establish con=

tact with the 2d Battalion was unsuccessful in accomplishing ite mission
and was ordered to rejoin the lst Battalion., The 2d Battalion departed
at 0700 hourskand advanced to seize Hill 825, As the Battalion advanced
to selze , the leading elements encountered an estimated enemy company
in the vicinity of DS4143. Air strikes, Artillery fire and aggreséive

sttacks by friendly foot elements routed the enemy from this position

and the 2d Battalion secured Hill 825 by 1555. %

The 2d Battalion
4L7. S=3 Journal, Entry #62,63, Hg 23d Inf., 25 Feb 51.

48. S-3 Journal, Entry #56,57, Hq 234 Inf, 26 Feb 51,

49. S=2 Journal, Entry #4, Hq 233 Inf. 26 Feb 51,

50, S=3 Journal Entry#71, Hq 23d Inf, 27 Feb 51,

51, S=3 Journal, Entry # 58 Hq 23d Inf, 27 Feb 51.
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continued its advanee to the West, securlng Hlll 801 D8397430 , and
th

then on to Hill 692, DS385424, whlch was secured by 1800 hours. The

BSOS

Battalion halted here anxj.J-fiz fwnaggt defensive positions.’? The

3a Battalion departed at 0900 hours enroute to CHUCHON-NI, DS351243,
53

closing at 1750 hours.
On The moraning of 28 February, the lsf Battalion attacked at 0750

hours to secure the village of UNGO-RI, DSB742.54 The objective was
securedfand the lst Battalion linked up with the 24 Battalion at 1115
hours, Company "A" then advanced to Pass 823, DS342418, where the lead
‘platoon was Ypinned down" by automatic weapons and smadl arms fire from
an unknown number of enemy dug ih on the high ground overlooking the
'pass.55 With the help of Air and Artiliery support, "A" Company was able
to withdrew and rejoin the 1lst Battalion at UNGYO-RI, closing in at 1810
hours., The 2d Battalion moved towards its objective, Hill 884, DS3543,
stopping gust short of its objective. at 1800 hours to prepare positions

for the might.’® The 24 Battalion nade no enemy combact. The 34 Bate
talion was alerted to rejoin the Regiment, leaving its present lo¢ation
ét 0106001 March., The French Baﬁtalién, still in 2& Division Reserve,

continued the local defense of CHECHON.

- 52, S=3 Journal, Entry #77, Hq 2338 Inf. 27 Feb 51.

' 53, S=3 Journal, Entry #78, Hg 234 Inf. 27 Feb 51.
54, S=3 Journal, Entry #37, Hq 234 Inf, 28 Feb 51,
55, S~3 Journal, Entry #48, Hq 23d Inf, 28 Feb 51.
56, S=3 Jgurnal, Entry #47,69 Hq 234 Inf., 28 Peb 51,
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The main problem, durigg the month of FeSruary>was that of Replace-
ments. The following observations are noted:

1. The flow of Replacements and Returnees has not been sufficient to
£ill the 23d Infantry up to strength.

2. A factor which contribuﬁes to lower ﬁhe'combat efficiency of 23d, 1is
that of the Replacements sent forward, some, are assigned an MOS for
which they are not trained, or phsically fit to carry out the duties.
Furthermore, merely begauée the man holds a non-commissioned officer's
rating, does not mean he should be a squad leader or a platoon

Sergeant, he ﬁay be a}spécialist, who has little or no infantry
training, and no ﬁroop»leadership experience. A man over 35, no
méttcr how much personal courage he may have, does not have the
physical stamina, to last in combat, in the rugged Korean térrain.

3. The front line_unit is stili being used as a punishment instead of
the thth Article of War, by rear eéhelon Commanders. _Thus, the
malingerers, the "8" balls, are'seﬁt cut as replacements, who do
not contribute to the'éoﬂbat effectiveness of their new unit, and
who often lower the.morale of their fellow soldiers.

L. Finally, many men are sent back from the hospitals, before their
wounds are fully healed, and these men can net be sent'to rifle
companies. Also somevmen have arrived as Replacements, carrying a
Re—Profiie glip of 3. These men are evacuated to the rear again
through medical channels, but time and meney had been spent on thenm,
without, adding to the strength of the unit.

’5. The 23d RCT received 665 replacements and 210 hospital returnees.

6. 9 Officers an& 53 Eif were sent to Japan on R and R.

7. Recommendations: To'increase the morale éf the frodps, a Money-
‘order team congésting of three men, would be a big factor. These
men could'eperatexone to.each of the battalions and fhen to special

units, with much gfcatﬁ}ggq EPJACY “than is obtained under the ;- -
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present method. Another morale boosting factor, would be the pre-
sentation te the individual, the award itself, which he has earned,

not merely a copy of the orders.




‘143 February. The 23d Infantry Regiﬁent located in the Twin Tunnel%v‘
area, was engaged iﬁ mopping up operations in the Tunnels Afea and move-
ﬁent into the CHIPYONG-NI area. During this period, statéments from Pi's
taken by the French Battalion and 3d Battalion indicated that the CCF
125th Division had been in‘that area for some 20 days. X Corps G-2 stated
that Essential Elements of Informatlon for the period was to fix the boundary
between NEPA and CCF. At 03?110 February 1951, 34 Battalion reoorted that
1nformatlon recelved from two wounded ROK soldlers left in CHIPYONG-NI that
the CCF troops had passed througﬂ CHIPYONG-NL on the night of 2»February,
moving North. Civilian repofts ét the same time indiéated that several
thousand CCF had gone to the GNGNIUN—uAm.area in the past few days.

On the 040830 Feb 1951, all the ‘battalions in the perlmeter were order-'
ed to send out strong.patrols, lst Battalion to Hill 345, 2nd Battalion to
Hill 397 with one squad té-éill 129, 3d Battalion to Hill 506 and Hill 471,
French Battélion to Hill 281, At 041015 EgbruaryAlQSl, lst Battalion re-
ported ébserving small enemy group on Hiil_éLS. At 040145; lst Battalion
patrol reported many foxholes occupied on West sloﬁe of Hill 345. Patrol
withdrew and artilléry fire was called in.‘ At 041235, 3d Battalion re-
ported that its patrol {"K" Co reinforced) was.in a fire fight on Hill'

506. Patrol withdrew and értillery called in. The 2nd and French Battalions
reported no enemy cohtact. Air cdntinaedito report several hundred enemy
‘in widely separated areas to the North and Northwest.

On 151010 February 1951, the Commanding General, 2nd Division, direpted
extensive patrolling in zone. Patrols'wére carried out with little or ﬁo
enemy gontact. ‘

By 060900 February 1951, all patrols had departed Repimental Area.

At 0930 hrs, 3d Battalion patrol in enemy contact oh Hill 506. At 1208

hrs 3d Battalion patrol received fire from two sides on Hill 506, also
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reported that there was much activity at 2d and 3d Battalions patrols

destinations. At 1300 howy engh patrol had reported sighting

small groups of enemy in L area, and had brought them under
artillery fire. The 2d Battalion patrol reached Hill 397 without enemy
.contact at 1420 hours, but at l500ihours; repQrted that they were unable
to reach Northern part of ijective due to enemy small arms fire. Patrol
returned to Battaiion area after hav;ng éngaged and destroyed forty enemy.
The 3d Battalion patrol reported that they were receiving mortar.and small
‘arms fire on Hill 506, and were returning to area. At 1645 hours, Air OPF
reported éighting from 500-600 enemy troops in valley near HAGGOSONG. .Air
strike and artillery fire placed on enemy. .

The périod 7 February to 13 ?ebruary 1951, the 23d Regiment continued
aggressive patrolling in sector with from light tovheévy‘contact reported
by patrolsvto the North, Northwest, and Northeast. Air OP's continued to
report enemy activity thrbughout period.” The largest group reported was
one enemy regiment with supply dump at CS81l5534. On 10 February, Air Strikes
and artillery fire were placed on enemy with good results. Euriﬁg this period,
there was noted a sharp increase in enemy mortar fire, most of which was |
| estimated to be 6OMM.‘ During night of 11 and 12 February, increased flare
activity, but received no attack. | |
| On.13 February, patrols were ordered.to go ne further than 5,000
yvards from perimeter. Patrols returned with no enemyAcontact, but Agents
and Givilians raports continued to cbme_in at 2100 hours. Service Company,
23d Infantry called saying that refugees reported 4,000 CCF troops in
vicinity of.YﬁNﬁwDONG CSQlQAQé. At 2114 hours the French Battalion reported
seeing lights on Hill 248. At 2207 hours a'platoon of nC» Company reporﬁed
receiving automatic weapons and mortars fire. At t&is tinme reports began
to come in from units that they could hear Whistles and bugles and could
see flares. At 2217 hours "G" Company reported hearing tracked vehicles
in the town to their front, at 2303 hours, "G" Company reported that they
were receliving direct artillery fire from Hill 129, At 2250 hours, from
reports of firing and the amount of signals, the main attadk/seemed to be

centered between MAM and "G! Companies. At 140225 February, "Gt Company
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reported being hit hard’ 1ﬁ center of their sector. At 0228 hours "x®

Company was being‘attacked. At 0245‘hours, the lst French Company was

under heavy attack. B Comd lﬂwﬁreported that at 0250 hours there

.
were from 50—¢OO eneny attacklng from the South along the Main Supply
Route, At 0253 hours, the French Battallon reported being hard pressed
At 0258 hours, “C" Company was assaulted by estlmated company of enemy.
ﬁt 0340 hours, 2d Battalion reported that an unknown number of enemy had
broken through the center of ngn Company. By 0400 hours the 23d Infantfy
was completely surrounded, "E" Company reported that the enemy was trying
to slip through our Llines. However the énemy wa.s stopped in‘this attempt
after he had blown a gap in-the-profective wire using hand grenades and
ban alore tornedos. At 0658 hours, nGh Pomnnnv‘reoorted hearing bugles
being blown, the enemy appeared to be Withdrawing. At 0815 hburs, 200-250
‘enely were seen moving West over Hill 397.

burimg the night 13-14 Febrﬁary, the entire Regimental Périmeter was -
Subjected to heavy’mortar; artillery and direct artillefy fire. The enemy
moved hisg 6ONM Mortars and small-caliber weapons very clooe to the front
~ lines and fired in battery from defilade positions. Qne artillery battery
was located only 2500 yards Northeast of the Perimeter. This was the first

time since early in the war that the 23d ¥ eglmental Combat Team had been

subjected to "Timed Over Target" fires. There seemed to be no special ‘ %
communication between batteries, but weapons opened fire ‘at a prearranged -
time to land ipdiscriminatly over the entire perimeter with the most con-
céntrated fires falling in %nd around the Air Strip, Regimental Command

~ Post, and Mortar Company oositions. The different types of weapons known
to have been used were American 60 and 81MM Mortars, plus Chinese 50,

=

60mm, B1M, ozﬁF, and 120M ﬁortars and 75K or 76*M.artlllery. Tt is
belieVed Lnat the enemy als; enoloved Us 105 Howitzers.,
.Throughout day of 14 February, short,patrols were sent out frém the
perimeier.v The French patrol made contact with enemj on Northéast'slope ,
of Hill 248, and ﬁere ordered back within the perimeter. At 1008 hours,
the 2d Battalion reported an estimated enemy company on Hill 397.

Division (-2 reported that, during night of 13-14 February, the 24

Reconnaissance Company had been hard hit by approximately 400 enemy, but

were able to hold out until, ay%ig ~8HE made a run for YOJU.
R N N . g .
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At 1300 howrs, the 2d' Battalion reported being hit with unknown
size mortar fire with three second delayed fuses.

Enemy losses up to 150()% 10 Priéoners of War.
Prisoners reported to 3d Battalion that there were 2,000 CCF troops on
| Hill 506, and would attack night of 14 February. Also that 7000-8000
CCF troops on the hill to the North had not been hurt by air strike.
On 141917 Februsry, the reports'again began\to come in of~whistles and
bugles. Mortar fire also bégan to fall within the perimeter. At 2025
hours the enemy launched a probing attack directed at "K" Company. At
the same time, 2d Battalion reportedjwhat appeared to.be a search light
on Hill 248, and uGH Gompany'reported.sounds of digging to théir front.
At 2119 hours, 2d Battalion reported enemy attack coming from Hill 397.
At 150002, 1st French Company was reportéd under attack. At 0110 hours,
bugles and tin horns heard on Hill 397. Attack on "G! Company continuing.
At 0130, "A" Company, HEM and nFn Companies under probing attack. At
bzls'hours, "R Company reported estimated two enemy companies attacking
their pbsitions. At 0340 hours, 2d Battaiion reported that there had
beén a penetration in the right_sector of "G" Company. FEnemy continued to
exploit this penetration, moving automatic weapons and mortars into the
positions left vacant by wgn Gompany; At one time, there was reported six
enemy 60N ﬁortaﬁ positions at the base of the hill which wgn Cbmpany had
occupied. The enemy'held dbggedly'to his gains from the position. Reports
continued to come in from Battalions of enemy groups on hills to their front,
5th Cavalry patrol reported to Division that large numbers of enemy were
dug in on ridges North of CHIPYONG-NI.

Alr OP's continued té report enemy movement around CHIPYONG-NT., At
L1700 hours, Tank colum from 5th Ga#alry'arrived in pgrimeter. The enemy
on Hill 397 began to stream South and Bast and heavy small arms, machine
zun, and mortar fire were placed on them with good effect. During the evening
of 16 February, Battalions reported a considerable amount of enemy equipment
captured, also a large amount of American equipment left by‘the routed COF.
During the night 16-17 February, there was‘censiderable ehemy movement

and flares around CHIPYONG-NI, but an attack failed to materialize; however,

there was still some moa&g fir Wig into the Regimental Perimeter, but

% e e : .
not in such volume as had bebd fthe chse on the previous nights. On 17

24
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February patrols were again sent out. The patrols td the North and North—

|
t
|

east drew fire soon after leaving thelr positions. #E" Company patrol moved

-

any Commander reported from

to Hill 397 without enemy cont ),
2,000-3,000 foxholes on Hill  ‘7. Some were very well constricted and
appeared to be figﬁtimg holes while others were shallew and appearéd to
be only for temporary protection from air or artillery fire., The 3d
Battalion patrol to~Hill 506 dre& fire and returned Lo the Company area.

Air OP's continued to report large numbers of enemy to the North and North-

east. Prisoners of War taken by the French Battalion reported that KOSON G-

Divisions - Units used against the perimeter. No further attacks were
made on CHIPYONG-NI, and the Hegiment moved to the WONJU area on 19 Pebruary

1951, after being relieved by the lst Cavalry Division.

NI had beenvused %s the assembly area for the CCF 120th, 121st, and 123d : :
At WONJU, the French Battalion was committed'in support of the 187th

Adrborne Infantry; The remainder of the 23d Infantry moved to CHECHON,V

ahd ﬁas directed to attack North.on the left of the 7th Us Eiﬁision. The

23d Hegimental Combat Team was able to advance to UHGIO-RI. The lst Battalien

made no eﬁemy contact; the éd Battalion encountered 500 eﬁemy on Hill 825;

The 9th Infantry on the 1eft was hittiﬁg resistanéé. Civiliané reported.tmo

the lst Battalion on 22 Februasry that thére had been 150 North Koréansvin

that vicinity, the day before. The 3d Battalion reported seeing 20 enemy at

D33231 and_artillery was placed on them with excellent results. On 23

February, the 1fth INfantry_S—Q informed the 23d Infantry 5-2 that TLO

Agents reported that on 21 February, thé Korth. Koreans wefe seelking refuge l

in gold mine shafts on PAEKTOK-SAN D33738, also were hiding equipment and

At 231935 February, 1st Battalion reported taking 3 Prisoners of War -
(former ROK's) from the 7th North Korean Division. The 7th North Korean
Division's mission wes to take CHECHON, but, fﬁr some unknéwn reason, the
7th North Korean Division Was-moving North. 7

On 2A'Febfuary, 17th Infantry S-2 reported possible enemy build-up
along Bast~West road (42 B-W grid line.) Prisoners of War‘taken by 3d

rations there., Investigation by lst Battalion failed to confirm this report., *
Battalion (ROK escapees) reported that the 6th and 12th North Korean
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Divisions were in area CHUNCHON, digging in with log~covered emplacements,
Several units infected with typhus.v Unit stréngth low, also stated that

six CCF Qfficers had inspec§§i£%§: i7yes several days ago. On 27 February,.

"ER Jompany made contact wil s~i&2 olatoon of enemy on Bast-West road.

At 1047 hours. At 1345 hours, "EM Company reported 100 enemy moving from
Hill 325, At 1535 hours, the Regimental Cammuniéation Officer reported in:-
creased enemy rédioytraffic. £t 2400, X Corps reported that the II North Corps
assembly area was located vicinity DS5249. III North Korean Corps deployed
onvline vicinity DS4246-DS5145. The V Horth Korean Corps had 1 Division
at DS2750, 1 Division at DSZ?Al, and one Division along line through DS5145,

28 February lst Battalion in contact with estimated 500 snemy Northwest

of UNGYO-RI.
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The 23d ROT was given the mission of seeing out and destroying the
eneny in the "Iwin Tunnels" area on 30 January 1951. To carry out this
mission, the French Battalion, whiéh was attached to ghe RCT, and the 3d
Battalion attacked on 31 January. The attacking elements encountered
. stiff enemy resistance but reached their ébjective and set up a perimeter
defense, by nightfall, with the lst and 2d Battalions blus one Battery of
the 37th FA Battalion coming up that night to complete the RCT. The &nemyﬁ
repeatedly attacked ihe 234 RCT on the night of 31 Jan-l Feb, but was re-
pulsed with heavy losses, and withdrew as daylight came. Patréls sent out -
from the RCT contacted the enemy in considerable force northwest of the
- Tunnels area-around.the town of QHIPYGNG—NI, so on division order, the 23d
méved to thisvtoﬁn, set up a strong peri&eter défenSevand maintained daily
contact with the enemy by means of numerous patrols sent in all directions.
Intelligence repofté from patrols, air Or and civilians,‘indicated that‘the
enemy was massing elements of 6 CCF divisions in the area Just north of
CHIPYONG-NT. Consequently when the enemy first attacked. the perimeter of
CHIPIONG-NI, the RCT was well prepared. The tanks and.AAA:vehicles,'had
;econnoitered all possible routes of approach te the perimeter and had |
‘established positions in every sector of the‘perim§ter téﬁprGQide max-~
imam supporting defensive fire. Eéch Battalion had made a thorough re~.
connaissance of the other Battalien's positions in the perimeter so that
reinforcements and reliefs could be made most expeditiously, when
necessary. The perimeter was made sufficiently compect so as to leave
each rifle company with one platoon in reserve and leave, initially; t@o
companies ("B" Company 23d Inf and 234 Ranger Company) as Regimentél
Reserve. |

in his attack plan the enemy had apparently followed the dectrine of:
Isolate; Surround; and then Annihilate. He continually kept probing,
during his attacks on the first night, trying to find an bpen flank,

thinking he was fighting against a front not a perimeter. When the third
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main attack launched against the perimeter from the South proved un- .

successful, he tried "to split the perimeter in half by driving a wedge
through a weak spot, :ntes’c attacks at this time’. |

These attacks were supported by extremely intense, heavy mortaf
and Self-propelled gun fire. This fire, landing'in such a small area

as the perimeter, would have caused severe casalties if the defenders
“had not gug deep, well camouflaged fox holes, and stayed in them. The

disciprline of the troops under such trying circumstances was excellent.
There was no unnecessary movement on the open ground, and each man per-
formed his job.

During the air drops, especially those made at night, the paﬁhfinder
{not provided for in the TO of an Inf Regt) who was with the 2d Ranger
Company attached to the 23d\HﬂT was extremely useful in contacting,yé&iding,
and controlling the large planes, It is recommended that a "Pathfinder®
- be attached to the Inf Regt, to work with the TAEP.

After leav1ng the CHLPYONG—NI are;; on 18 Peb, the 23d r&T was
assigned the mission of attacklng North through the 1ounta1nous terrain
to the West of CERCHON . Thls attack was made in spite of inclement weather,
‘and rugged terrain, which was a test in itself espeolally loglstlcally
(see V). During the month, a patrol school was conducted (see Appendix
D-3) for the order and schedule. Also Recommendations fqr changes in
the TO and B of the kifle and W@apohs Compenies (see next pagg),were

submitted to higher headquarters. For the Battalion Recommendations which

were incorporated into that of the Regimental S-3, (see Appendix D—Z).
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HEAE@JAHTER% 23D INFANTRY
AP0O248, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

T 20 February 1951
&8 énd Heavy

SUBJECT: Hecommended Changes in
Weapons Companiss

TO: Commanding General
2d Infantry Divisien
APO 248, C/0 Postmaster
San Franeisco, Calif
(ATTN: AC of 8, G-3)

L. Recemmended Changes and Distributions of Weapons in Rifle
Cenpanies: None.

v~2; Recommended Additions or Deletions as to Number or Types of
Authorized Wbapons in & Rifle Company:

a. Addition of three (3) more LilGs, one (1) per rifle platoon.
b. Add ene (1) BAR to each rifle squad.

¢. Add one IMG (A-6) to each weapons squad to be manned by
Rocket Launcher crew when the situation does not warrant
the use of a Rocket Launcher. :

d. Issue one (1) €al. 50 MG each with pedestal mount and
ground mount. on the basis of one (1) per l/LT truck to
rifle companies.

3. Recommended Ghanges in the Weapons Company T O & & concerning
the 8lmm Mortar and the MG Platoons:

a. Add ? §ectlon to the 8lmm HMortar Platoon making a total of
six (6).

b. Add a MG Platoon to the Wespons Company.

FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

JOHN B. DUMAINE
Hajor Infantry
S5-3
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[d in the CHIPYONGwNI Area, normal loglstlcal sup~
-te the faet that the.enemy‘had bisected the Mein
Serv1ce Tralns., At "Twin Tunnels“ and CHIPYONG-NI,
only methed ef smpply avallable was by means of air drops from the

A ® Command lecated in Japan. Coordination af all types of supely was
fated frem.ﬁeglmental level and channeled through DlVlSlOn, Corps,
"and Army to the Japan Levlstlcal Command. "The major items of supply’which*

'were critical in a. perlmeter defense were Classes I and III (food and

ammunltlen) and signal, and medical Squllea. vIt was determined that
:slmmedlate emergency‘resupply;by means of ore-eackaged cargo-drops did not
satlsfv the crltldal requlrements of the RCT although the tlme\factor
precluded the packing of specified amounts and classes of snpply. At
ledst twelve hours preparatlon was the minimum time requlred for delivery
ef spec1f1ed dreps, due to the geographlcal location of the supply'p01nt . .
in Japan and the time spent assembllng and nreparlng the cargo load.v Lo
lefjcultles in cemmunlcatlon w1th the incoming Cargo Planes were
encountered by the TAQ party; within the perlmeter, because of 1nsuff1~ | , ;
clent 1nformatlon cencernlng radlo sendlng and. receiving channels. This
| situation ne08531tated ‘that "mesqulto" or ﬁrtlllery liaison planes be
| usedeas_euides to' ‘the drop Zone., leflcultles in hitting the drop zone
were experlenced by lack of communlcatlon {as prev1ouslv mentloned) and
strong preva111ng,w1nds whlch caused considerable drift. ‘Tberefore, it
was necessary te erg&nlze recovery teams 1n sufflclent numbers to retrleve
the- Wldely scattered cargo drons, and bring them to a central dlstrlbu—
t:Lng point.
CoﬁmunicatiOBS'were a necessiﬁy for a'suecessful night drep.' The

drep zone had to be clearly deflned by. means of wvehicle headllghts repre- _.' '

sentlng the extremltles of the drou zone. This practice wa.s exiremely

e utlllzlnv motor transportatlen. When S
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hazardous as it presented a defined target for enemy artillery and mortar

-

fire,

lessons learned during ih%}% February, which included both
day and night drops, sho tLL = Biaison between TAC party and Cargo

|
. . |
Ships is an essentlal factor for successful approach to, and control of

drops within the zone. All supply personnél should be familiar with re-
covery and classification procedure. Definite controi measures should
be established to insure the delivery of all the dropped material to a
central distributing point. Promiscuous looting, especially at night,
of certain types of supply by'personnel not engaged in recoveryj was ex—
perienced, which resulted in an unequal distribution of a épecified class
of'supply. Qs close a surveillancé as possible must be kept over the
drop area. Vs |

From thé end of the battie of CHIPYO&G~NI until the 23& ROT reached
the Chuchon-ni River, in the Vieinity of CHECHON, in its newly assigned
éeétor of attack, all supply wa.s handled by normal meansg_however the

Chuchon-ni River was in a flood stage, due to a heavy rain fall, and a

riée-in the temperature Whiéh caused the snow and iee to melt. The ford
acrdss this fiver was inadequate for wheeled vehicles, and thus prohibi-
ted the natural processing of supplies forgard in support of the advan-
cing battalions.

The lst and 2d Battalions respedtiﬁely had miséions to attack along
thé ridges leading to a‘limited objedtive Just short of the Arizona line,
the name given to a X Corps phase line. There were no routes of supply
in the mountainous terrain to both attacking battalions, therefore, a
means of supplying Classes I and IV Supplies had to be devised. The dis-
tance from the Regimental Supply Base to the attacking battalions increased
daily with their advaﬁce and theidifficulties of getting supplies across
the ri%er. Both battalions did not actively engage the enemy, which re-
sulted in a major supply problem of rations only. The distgnce fromlthe
Regimental Supply Poin£ to the Battalions supply points, which were esta-
blished on the third day of the advance, was about & miles, over very
rugged terrain. This distaﬁce was excessive in this mountainous terrain

“for troops to carry rations by hand. Plans were made through Division
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G4 to supply by Air-dreps.. All coordiﬁation was accomplished but the

droep only proved 50% successful, due to varyihg crogs—-winds, and lack of

~ suitable drop zones. The remaining 50% dropped into canvcné and ravines.
where recovery was :x.mpossn.S.ECﬁEFt attempted drop was completeky |
unsuccessful due to the fact that the plane, a Cll? didn't approach the
area until after dark and close air-ground liaison‘couidn‘t be established,
which resulted in the eargo drdp being made in thé adjoining 9th infantry
sector,

Attempls to.augment the battalion rations were made by means of drops
from Artillery liaison 1L~5 planes, which ﬁroved too slow, as only 5 cases
or 30 rations could be dropped in ﬁne trip. Therefore, Native Koréan _
carrying parties were employed. A Regimental Supplj Point was estsblished
across the ford from whicﬁ'a corryiﬁg party moved supplies forward to a
Battalion Supply Base which was in the valley at the base of Hill 642,
Anbther native carrying party, operating from this Battalion Supply point,
carried rations up the hills to the Battalion perimeter distributimg
point. A total of 150 native labcre#s~@as found ﬁecessary for the daily
resupply of the 2 battalions., The Regiment minug the lst and 3d Batta~
lions was employed in an enveloping movebent from the right, through the
Tth Division Sector, to attack the Hegimental 6bjec tive from the hast
flank., The 3d Battalion was withdrawn by X Corps order to an assembly
area near the CHUCHON-NI river ford. The lst Battalion was ordered to
advance to the Regimental objedtive.« Native Carriers, escorted by a
squad from M"AY Company, were transporting ﬁhe necessary‘éupplies'for
their advancé in the rear ofbthe Battalion. The carrying party‘stoppedh
for a rest halt to allow readjustment of cargo .on the carriersi This
cargo, including a bag of lst Class mail for the ls Battalion, was placed
on a porch of & building during the rest period.

Fithout warning, an estimated gfoup of 30 WK Soldiers abtacked the
carrying party. A number of the native carriers were killed, the build-
ing was set on fire and the rémainder of the carriers and the infantry
squad were dispersed. The squad aﬁd four carriers escaped and later
reported the surprise raid and the resulting losste Regimental Hags. A

“*patrol lead bv an officer and guided by the squad leader concerned

SEGRT




DECLASSIFIED

! Authorlty P(?)r:)lo\

| ' ByRONARA Date 9| I‘Jb( o

returned to the scene of the raid the followind day, in an attempt to re-

cover the 90 cases of rations and the bag of lst Class Mail. Upon arriv-

ing at the scene, rations and gl ad been totally destroyed by fire,

An important factor to bgil Ydocérning the use of air drops for

resupply is that the cargo chutes must be gathered up and returned through

the proper channels as soon as possible., This ties up a considerable’

amount of transporﬁation; for example the 23d used 15 - 2% T trucks té

remove the parachutes from the CHIPYONG-NI area. If this task of return-

ing parachutes is delayed, men must be placed to guard them, if the situ-
ation is of a tactical nature, the parachutes - carrying trucks are nob
‘givén priority over the roadw, and consequently the problem of bucking
lines of traffic in order to return from the front ﬁs a serious one.

With the equipment in their T0&E the Engineers gave mexifmum support

to the operations of the 23d RCT during the month of February. However,

lack of Heavy Bquipment (See VII Recommendations) slowed down their sup-

porting efforts and restricted their operétions to some extent. Valuable
time was‘lost in the construction of passes, fords, aif~stribs, and em-
placements.

The problems of the 23d ledical Cempany, other than these brought
out in the perimeter defense of CHIPVQNG¥NI (See Appendix D-1) were mainly
caused by the terrain and the weathnr. In the RCT operation from 20 - 28
Feb, the lack of a usable road not in the sector of attack, plus the
exiremely rugged terrain which even prohlblted the use of hand-carrying
the individual to be evacuated, any distance, made the employment of heli-
copter service, mandatory. Zven then the helicopter pilot had difficﬁlty
at times in locating a landing spot near the casualty because there were

go many trees, and so few open flat areas.
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EVALUATION

Platoon-size Patrols, when moterized, are of insufficient strength

. in the mountainous Korean terrain with its very limited road nets.

ThejpreSent amount of organic transportation alloted to the Infantry
Battalion is not sufficent to support more than one long-~distance
motorized patrol.

It is evident, by what happéned-to the 23d RCT patrol sent to the

"Twin Tunnels® area, 29 Jan 51, that no patrol of any type or size

~ should be sent on two (2) comsective days to the same destination,

over the same routes of approach, even if ordered out by Higher
Headquarters.
On.the "Twin Tunnels" action, the 23d RCT stopped its advance and

"outtoned up®, in a-tight perimeter defense at_léOO hours, even

~thou@h there was no enemy contact at, the time. This practice has

been a standard oaeratlng procedure during the Korean Campaign,

because_the perimeter is the ideal security'measure against surprise-

5.

attaék by an enemy whose whereabouts is uﬁknawn.
The battle of CHIPYONG-NT demostratéd that an RCT properly equipped
and entfenched, with sound leadership, is a strong force, and is
capable of defénding itself when being supplied by air. Also, the
fact that as long as the troops héve the proper mental attitude,
being cut-off is not as difficult physically as making s normal
attack. & perimeter formed on the more favorable ground i£ the
vicinity of CHIPYONG-NT Wpuld have reéuired mofe troops than were
available to the Hegimental Company. Therefore é smaller perimeter
on less desirable ground had to Dbe estabLlshed. The operation

oi Bhe 23d in the "Twin Tunnels® and “CHLEYUN ~NIY area interrupted

the enemy's offensive action and was instrumental in stopping his

advance as the action took place on the key shoulder of the mountains

through which he was moving. The concentrated, defensive fire power .

of the RCT, made the CCF attack too expensive even for their great
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6. CHUCHON-NT proved that there is no such thing as impassible terrain.
The Infantry Battalion stripped of all its vehicles can still move
T
over rugged terrain, and sjmission 1f properly suppor-

- ted logistically,
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VI

Recommendations

Combat patrols in oben warfare should be at

Lleast Company-size.

Supply installations in the immediate battle
area, be dug in.

In-a perimeter defense, reserves be distributed
rather.thén maintaining a central reserve, gince
if is'morq often a question of reinfercing a
perimeter'at several poimﬁs, simultaneously,
than counter-attacking with a strong force.

The Ordnance Repatf teams be located with the
RCT, so that when it goes into a perimeter
defense, they will be readily &Vailabie.

The Enrineers be given more heav&'equipmént; Naméiy

more and larger size bulldozers and some types

of steam roller or davice to compact the surface

of recenditioned or new roaés.
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