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g ‘ Hth Marines, »

3/clr : 1st Marine Division, FiF
1975 KOREA

SPECIAL ACTION REPORT

1. DE)IOUIoN,

‘ o, Genural. The Hth Marines werc relicved on the front linecs
west of YoGEAs in the N.KTONG bulge arca at 2400 on a rain swept
night 5 Scptomber. The reginent cormenced the period of this roport
with a nisht foat march cight miles to an entrucking arca where it
noved by motor  igt&chelon some 50 miles to FUSAN, closing late 6
Septenber to pré@éﬁé forand complete crbarkation by 13 Septenber
for the IN:ZON invasidn, Upon arrival in assenbdly arca on tho
docks at FUSAN the reginent received unit augnentation and reorganiz-
od to war strength tebles of organization. The lst Provisiomal
Marine Jrigade, of which the regiment had been the infantry elcnént,
was disbanded on 13 September and the 5th Marines reverted to the
1st Morine Division as an organic unit. ‘During the pericd of this
report the reginent roorganized, rchabilitated, equipped, prepared
plens for embarkation and an amphibious landing, lended dn assault
at. THOEONW and captured that city, advanced rapidly overland to
canture KIMPO airfield, mude an assault river crossing, advenced

‘ and captured the western half of the Korcen govermnocnt scat of
SEQUL and secured the western and northwestera 2. roachcs to that
“eity.

b, Purpose. The purpose of this roport is to provide an offieial
record of the combat opgratiuns of the 5th liarines in KORI. fron 6
Scutember 1950 until 7 October 1950+ Lo

c. Mission. The miss;on.assigned the 5th Marines was to lond
and scize thc Koreen port city of INCHON, propared for furthor
operations to the cast to seize KIMPO airficld and. the city of

SEOUL.
d. Naxt Higher Unit.
‘ . .- 1st Zrovisional Marine I}ri“gade _6——13 Sepnterber 1950

lst Merine divisicn 13 Setenber-7 -0ctober 1950

2. a. TaSK ORGANIZATION.

ACT-H - LtCol MURRAY

E%S Co, Hth Mar

. .Co."gM, 1st Med In
Det AIGLICO, 1st Sig On

~ Det Signal Co, lst Sig In -
Ln Section, Shore Perty Group AZLE, lst &2 i
Hq Section, AT Conpany C S
Yth Co, 1lst on, ROK Notional Dolice (-3 Plat) -
ATty In Tean ' -

‘ .. a. 1T 1/5. LtCol NEUTOW

1st Tn, 5th Mar

- Zn NGF In Tean

© 30 HGE Spot Tean
3n TACP
FO Tean, 4.2" Mort Co

Arty Ln Tean
3 Arty FO Teans
3rd Plat, Y4th Co, lst 3n, Xorean National Police

. G




at various tiues throughout the period after the initial

b. BLT 2/5

2ad 3n; 5th Mar
Bn HGH In Tean

Bn BGEF Spot Tean
Ba TAOP
) Tonn 4.2" Mort Co

Arty In Yean

3 .r.‘rt,‘f ) Teens

foun Rec Gun Flat, AT Go
2ad Plat,

€.  Shore. Party Group ABLE {-1- SP Teﬂm)é‘-

Co Ma", 1st SP Bn (-1 Plat)
Evac scction, lst SP 3Ba

- Dot Ord itup Pint, lst €SG
"Det Avto Sup Flat, lst CSG

. Det Eﬂg‘ Sup Piat, lst CSG
Det CS Plat, lst CSG
Det Sv' £ Sup Plat, 1st CSG
-SP Corm: Seztion, lst Slg Bn
“8P sugmentation

: : . Det Reachnaster Unit
¢ - -1st Traffic plat MP Co, 1lst Mar Div

de .29 Mort Co ( 2 FO Teans)

lst Tenk Bn (- Dets)

Ce Co AN,

Co "a", 1st Engr B’xi:'(lcss Dets)

g.. 3rd 3n, ROX Marines

LtCol HOISE

wharang Co, Korean National Police

Major ULACIELOR

~ 1stLt LUCY
Capt TIGLISH
_ Capt KING

" LtCondr XI

:L‘he following additional 'units'\'rfcré attached to the 5th ilarines

at INCHON:

11th Marin.es '
56th Afphid Trac: Go Uta
ROX ‘Marines

2nd Bn, RCX Marines

Ren Co, 1st Mar Div (Reinf)

Co 3y 1lst Trnk In

Co B, 1st Huer Bn

3try, 50th 4A4 20 USA

1st 3n;
Co n;_gu
1lst §n,

NOTE:

‘di'ng

LtCol WOOD
Capt Q'DOIELL:
LtCondr.-COZ
LtCondr ¥IM |
Capt HOUGHTON
Capt VINLLIMIS
Capt BIB3

The 3rd Bn, 5th Marines (Reinf) under 1lst Marine Division. control for
the lending and seizurc of wW0iyI-I0 reverted to Reginental Control
upon the landing of the remainder of the Reglm*xt at II\*GrIOJ.‘ T

2
S

PRELINIVARY PLANWING.

a. Chronology. S
L2 0RO 08y ,

30 August - 1300,

5th: Iu\rl‘nes‘ T cech,d an initizal warning

crder for the INCHON Ianding including a tentative draft of the.
Ist Marine Division Overation Order, portions of several intelli-

genco studies, and a verbal o ssignnent to shipping. The Comamd.mg
General, lst Provisional Mzrine Brigade delivered these documents
when his Chief of Staff, (-1 and G-4 returned from a staff visit

to Comnanding General, lst Marine Division in TOKYOQ. '
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30 aw;mst - 2100, Date on embariation £r n
ignnents were received fron Commanding Jeneral lst Provis

3

ass
Liarine Brigade.

31 August - 1030. A& conference was concucted to d

o
certain features of a scheme of raneuver for tie proposed

31 Auguast - 1930. a confurence wes conducted in which
the Coinanding Officers of lst and dad Lnttallons were inforned
of the proposed emphibious operation. The Cormending Officer, 3rd
30, 5th Marines had been designated as & direct subordinate of
1st Marine Division for the preliminary lending on WOLMI~T0.

1 September - 0905. 4 werning order was rcceived by tele-
phone fron the lst Provisional Marine Brigade to be preparcd for
ermloynent in an attack ia the YONGSAN erea of south HORDA. The
planning for the INCHOL laxding was to be terporarily suspendcde

1 September -~ 1115. Verning order roceived fron Commending
General, lst Provisional Marine Brigece to be prepared to nove at
1200 to MIRYANG prepared for further operations.

1 September - 1310. Orders were received to nove one
bettalion by moter and the remainder of the regineat less mstor
celerents by trein to MIZYRNG,

1 September - 1420, Hovenent to HIRTANG comnenced.
2 September. 5th Marines were iz an cssenbly area in the
vicinity of MIRYALZ. -

3 September. Thae reginent noved to a forward assuibly arca
in the vicinity of YOIGSAN.

4 Septeribor. Hth Merines rclicved clenents of the 9th
Infantry and attacked to the west in the LLKTOHG bridgoe-heada
ndinued th

2400 by o
r oy £

¢ attack during tho
lenents of the 23rc
oot chout & iics

5 Scptember. bHth lborines ¢
day and were relicved on position @
Infantry. The reginent noved to tiae redd

)

ond entrucked to comnence novasent by truck to £U S1ud -

6 Scptember. On this datc the covencnt to FUSAN was
corryleted. Troops wers billeted in woarchouscs ol tho docks. -Thc
LI

aiinental CP wes cstoblished with the 1st rrovisicnal kHerine
Arigace Comriend Post ot FUSA UNIVIRSITY.

7 Sciptember. Uait augnentation wns rocoived and the
reginent comnenced reorgrnization to war strength. Concurrcrt
planning for the IHCHO landing recormcnted on Regdiental ~nd
Tattalion levels. 4 rcconmended landing Gingrean was conpleted
and subnitted to 3rigede for trensnittal to Division.

8 Septanber. Concurs cnt plenning contimucd. - conference
of Tottalion Cormmanders, Attached Uait Coinianders, and Reginental
Bxecutive and Specicl Staff Officers was hcld concerning cibariation
and plenning for the INCEON landings

g Scptenber. & conference at the Jrigede CP vas held vith
a staff officer fron the G-3 secticn, 1lst lorine Division at which
£ing the division landiag plen was rcccived. Zeginmental Operation
Oréer Juober 15-50 was published at 1530.

v v‘lO September. Reginentel ncnikistrative Order 3-50 was
publisied at 18%0. Enbarimtion conmenced. . v




be Plonning. ,

Seven days were available to the 5th Marines to plan and
sithork for the major armhibicus operation involving the seizure of
iho Korean port of IJCHON, The first tentative instructions for
she Loending were recoived on 30 August but little was acconplished
rricr to 1 September, at which time the reginent was recommittod
1o sotion in South KChBa. Planning actually attaincd 1ts Tirst
serblonce of firrmess on 7 Scpiember. 3y that tine sdditional
- antative date had been rcceived from Division headquarters, which
secrved as the besis for planning for the operation: On g 3sptomber
a copy of the division lending plan was received and on 10 Scptenber
the rogimental operation and administrative plans were corpleted,
which nmeant that reginentel plans were completed in three days.

Urgency was the keynote of plenning. Estinates of the

situation werc hosty and nental. Great reliance had to be placed
on past expreience and training to piece together pleans for such
a complex amphibious landing as INCECH. There was no tine $o nake
detoiled recormendations with regurd to naval gunfire and air
support for the destruction cf precise targets in the reginental
zone, and almost complebe reliance had to be placed on plans preopared
by higher authority. Concurrent planning was nade difficult in this
urgent situation because of Division hercquartcrs being located
in JAPAW and no aircraft evailable for constant liaison. Parallel
planning wes precticaliy non-existant beceuse all naval commanders
concerned vere eithe. not aveilable, or not available in tinms %o
plan for ombarksetion as well as the lending. Conscquently, criphasis
was initially placed on planiing for emparketion, snd later, on the
landing plans. Zuergency replacencat plans, alternate landing pians
and supporting firc plans rsceived procticarly none of the detried
thought that should be niven to such plans, In general swuary, if
there had not been a grent store of expericace anougst tho:cfficers
conducting the lanning or all echelons, and if the enony had
decisively defendsd, the lack of 1lancing tine night have proved
costly.

The character of the landing beach assigned the reginent end
th: 31 foot tidal range, along with extensive nud flats; posad special
planning problens. The beach was fronted by a sea wall., &t *the iine
the first waves were schoduled to hit the beach, it wes csbtiratel
that this wall would be four feet above the tops of the raiys of the
oats. The division headquarsers had atteupted to secure light aluni-
nun scaling laddery with which to climd from the boat onto the son
wally, Dut had been unalle to procure more than a small fraction of
the ladders reguired., Additional woolen ladders were hestily fab-
ricated by Corpony &, 1st IZngineer Dattalion and werc allotved to
the 1st and 2nd Bottalions equally. It was rcalized enrcute that
the grasping hooks at the tops of the ladders were uale t00 nATrTOW
to reach over the width of the top of the seawall but thore ws.s.no
Lebserial. for their nodification. While this defect was nob seriousy
nﬁe laddors would heve heen nore effcctive had the hooks at the top
¢ %he ladders been nade to fit the scawall, Plans were also nade
ot orders issucd for boats of the Yth wave to carry cargc ncets.
“hese nels wore to be staked to the top of the seawnll to be used
i?r the debarkation of the LYth wave, and to be left hanging in
piace for use by succeeding waves. In addition, each boat in the
assault waves hed four (4) pieces of pierced planking preloaded to
ho uced to facilitate the dcbarkatiovn of personnel and eguipnient
acrnsd the prevailing ud flats in the event the boats grounded off

P TR
VLG UGy

The naturc of the terrain inlond from the Leach plus the
~" TIOUNCSS of the becach dictated the landing formation and initial
scicne of naneuver. The beach was considerod wide enough (6501)
to land the assault elenents of only two (2) companics. On the
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1eft of the beach and commanding it was Cenetary Hill, ahout 130
foet high, on which there was repcrted to be three dual purposc
guns. To the right of the beach were a group of buildihgs which
cormanded the entire beach from that flank., Inland about 1000
yards and in the left of the Regimentel zone wes Obuservatory Fill,
aout 220 feet high end the key torrein festure in the city. This
hill was relatively vore considering the density of tuildings
‘elsevhere in the city. Two cother ricces of hish ground in tho
city about 1200 yards froa the hesch cormanded the division initial
objective, the O-a line. This high ground lay in the risgat heldf
of the Reginentel zone of action.

sfter a consideration of the width of the beach and th
jnitisl terrain odjectives inland, it was decided to land two
bvattalions abreast in column of componics with the lst Sattelion

on tho left, thac 2nd Zattalicn on the right., The 1lst DBattolion
was assigned Cemetoery Hiil and Cobscrvatory Eill as objcetives.

The Pnd Dattalion was assigned the tuilcings ca the right of the
bonch ond the two nieces of high ground in the ricnt helf of

the Regirmental zone of action overlooking the O-n line. A tant—~
ative EOW Hour of 1730 would allcw only two hours of daylizht to
scize these objectives. It latcer proved necessary to sccure these
objectives after dark.

The 3rd Zattalion, 5th karines wos assipned o scparcte
nission under lst Marine Division control. The bottalion wes
orbaried in 4PD's ond an LSD to land on OLMI-DO Island &t
LOVE-Hour ond seize that island, thereafter to rovert to Recimentol
control at HOV-Hour, prepared to cross the cruscwny and rejoin
tlie reginent con the nainland.

C. Enemy Situaticn: The enomy situntion as deternined fron

a study of aerial nosiacs and the availabtle Intclligence valleting,
swuarics, reports and stuldies indicatod cnly ninor defonsive
mositions in and aruund the city of ICEQ, Tetinates of strongth
in the arca could not ve considercd as conclusive in the absence of
confirned reports fromlen the ground! sources. Eowever, it wes
believed thet the eneny had no nere than 8,500 troops availadle

in the INCHOI-SZOUL area with only about one fourth tihis number in

he landing area at I0HOW.

aerial photosraphic interpretation disclosed a continuing
offort on the part of the eneny to strengthon the cityls dcofenses
&5 well as those on WOIMI-DO, Further, it showel that work wes
nrogressing on revetnents and installotions at XIMPO airficld.
The threat of encry air action was also cvident in the identifices
‘tion of severcl new aircrafi at KINrO.

Zased primarily upor the availeble inforration obteincd
fron higher echelons, an intelligence lan was orepercd and issucd
to subordinate uw-its. Ma,s and terrein studics were issued b
orfanic and attached units in sufficient gquantity to ene8vle Cole
panies to brief all troops earoute to the cbjectlive arca. The
following rutlications were found to be the 08t valuable:

P
(o] 4

@]

(1) F2O GHQ Terrain Study #13.
(2) GEC GQ Terrain Hendbook #65.

(3) GEC GxQ Order of lattle Handbook on the Norta Korcan
Peoples Army.

- (4) 1st Mprine Division serial Photographs, Eneny Sit—
uation Qverlays, and Intelligence “ulletins,.



c. A short briefing was given to troups in comnectio RO
plan for the landing at IONWSAN, It is believed this briefing would
have been of more value had nore tine and information beon available
to prepare for it. '

do Iogisticel planning was consideratly handicapped. Unon re-
ceipt of the warning order on 0 August for the IWCHOU landing, all
‘srent and naterial essential for conbat were on hand, due to the
va®% the reginent had been in rescrve for about a week and had had
#i¢ %0 ready for fursher operations, Preparation for tho operation
was ioterrupted by three (3) days of combat in the WAKTONG arce.
toneiderable individual and orgeninaticnal equipnent was daraged or
108+ and taxed resupply ond rehabilitation efforts to again prepare
for the INCHOW landing. 3asic logistical plenning was perforaed on
= higher level, The principal logistical planning performed on the
rezimental level was related to embarkations '

Lo TRAINING, A¥D UEEARRIS.

Training was greatly restricted by the iack of time and facili~
tios available between the final comdat action under Trigade control
and the nounting out for the INWCHOY lending. Lectures and blackboard
s1lustrations on "Comtat in Built-up Aress? were accomplished while
in bivouac at DUSAN. Test firing of new andfor rcconditioned weapons
was accomplisheld by all units, Aagmentation units recently joined
vierc transported 4o Eorcan Military Adviscr Group firing ranges Ior
snll unit. factics cn Korean terrain. Wew elenments were faniliarized
with the nature of Iorcan towns dvring svips to tho ranges, Lrroute
assault units prashiced climbiag out of Joats by use of tho scaling
"aldors, Maers was no appartunity to pructicoe with these ladders
eiainst a wall similar to the one to be nrocuntered ad INCHCE.

A 1]

. LOADTG AND EM3.EKATION.

a. lnading.

Vhile assigned shipping was still arriving, tenporary jlans
werc drawa up for the organization for embarkation: the assign-
nent of vehicles and supplies to the various ships, and the alloce~
tion of resupply to best confom: with the tachical plan. Tt was
soon Found thot & ninizom ancunt of saipping space would o ro-
ruired for Jlass 10 couivnnmend and that the mejority of spoce could
e set aside for vohicles preloaded to capacity. Losling plank
(omld not bo firmed up uatil the location of preloaded Class [ and
Class ¥ (Jouws unita of fire) supplies were known. The lastar wil

sunnossEly combat leaded cu two ships although there was no inforrna--
elon as %9 which ships; this. loading plans were delayeld.

After the arrival of shipping it was learned that the four
w1i%s of fire were on the two ships proviously assigned, but wero
ict combat loadod. 4ll small arns, 60nn and 8lmm moTtar aruni-
?fj“ wers loaded on one ship while the other was loaded with only
A;;,gg Sorn and 3.5 rocket ammunition. Due to the tine irvelved in
"i.2 talodding, sorting, and releeding of 650 tons of amrmnition it
ves docided that a compronise on Combat loading would have to be nade.
The ylans were therefore completed in modificd combat lowds and the-
:oad}ng of Class III supplies was started with three ships receiving
ibe bulk of the gasoline. Vchicles and cargo were staged, merked, and
-i02ded according to the combat priority sstablished by units as ad-
S.ated By reginent,

-

5.  Embarkation.

- Upon comple*ior of vehicle loading. the troops werc orderod
uboard tge ships. - This novenent was orderly and conformed to the
eobarketion plan previously published. 3Joth loading and embarkastion
°f personnel were conpleted in 1Y hours after these plans were finisheds

No umswiﬁ‘ ii‘mlties were encountered.
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6. MOVIIURTT TO ALD ARRIVAL AT ODJSCTIVE ~Rud.

wmwf’“t&xg%$
Lt about 1300 cn 12 September, 1950, the Reginent sailed from *gg'

TUSAT in mssigred shipping and arrived at INCEON, KOREA, a% about
1%00, on 15 September, 1950,  Iuring the period afloat debarkation
drills were conductcd. Driefinss on the loncing were held fron
the fire tean to company level to inclmde all individuals. Acrial
photographs, wosaics, and neps werc availatle anc used extensively
Test firing of weapons vas wccomnlichcd where nocossary.

7. OPERATIONS.

a. Assault FPhase.

15 Septenber 1950

ROT-5 lanced in assault at INCION on Dedch HED at 1732, 15
Scthnoer with two (2) bvattalions abreast, battalicns landing in a
colwm of companies. The landing was nadc ageinst nodors uC opposi-
ticn and casualties were light. Seizure of the high grounc 4 iiunedia~
toely in rear of- the beach was corpleted uncder the cover of dorkress
on a rainswent night by 2000. The assenlt units stopoed for tac
aight on this kigh ground. Whon recrghnization was corpleted at
about 2230 vpatrols werc dispatched to the Division initicl object-
ive fur thc night, the 0& line, which they rcachod without opvosition.

The OA linc was cutposted for the night. The 3rd Datialion, Sth
Morines roverted to rocinental control at E-Four. The Rerinontel
CP wos cstaolished ashore at about 1630, nad shortly tiercaftver

he 3¢ Sattelicn was orderced into an assertbly area in the vicinity
therect,

16 Scatenber 1950

AL Oﬁ30 an atteck was leunched to canture tho rcx.::éo" of
the city and other Divisicn chjectives. Fornaticn wes a colunn of
bat@lions with the ond T“attalion in the lead attacking cast alonf

Lo roin‘onst west roads threuch the city. The 1st Battalion
followed the ond Dattalivn ot 1000 yards, ead the 3¢ dabtalicn

noved forward by Tounds. The Iivisicn C3 linc wes socured agtlust
light opposition at llOO. Contact was rafe with the lst ioriaes on
the right at 1005. The 3rd Battalicn, ROX lHariles undcr oporast 1@1

i
control of the 5ih Marines, was Circcted to clear the city of on
This Battalion ade o thorough sweep of the city capturing & largc‘
nunver of cneny soldiers and cormmuaist syrpatiiizors who had Leon OF
passed Uy the asseult forces. At 1335 a coordihated attack v@s
launched to seize the Division TPraghbead Line, Tho 2ad and Jrd
Tattalions were cnpleyed in the assault and :oved out rapidly
The tcacnhead line was secured agtiust scattered resissance 1uat
prior to dorkress.

1

J

T.e operations in the assault landing rhase resulted in the
zure of IHCUGT, and in conjuctiorn with the 1lst Marines, the
wehhead lins, tkus securing INCHON Harbor as & base through which
the 7th Inf ntry Livision and remoining Corps eleonents and supplics
Qo he lending had bLeen acceorplished in spite cff the
ural and ran nadc obstacles. The onpositicn, howevers
had not becn strons end tue casutlties were relotively light.

o' w
(eI
O

[ IR}
P

torrific

i » . 0
Y+ Exploitation Phasc.

17 Sentonber 1950

Tae night of 16-17 Sooterber wes quiet. At 170600 six (6)
eneryy T-3Y4 tanls acconpenied by apuroxiiately 200 pneqy”ihfgnfry
;t:uCkeL the position of 2nd _attalion, 5th iarizes. The lst Plabtoon

Al Corx 1§€€;§§@g§§b Dattalicn as<isted by 7Hrm Recoilless and 3 5
rocket aﬁ Her to gtroyed 5 onony tanKu and & 2.36 rockot
launchor accounted for the 6th tank., all the eneny infantry were
killod or wounded. fhis was a ncar perfect execution of the princi-
wles of establishmend of a tenporary dofensive position in depth for
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the night, and the execution of the defensive action against the enony.
Fire was held until thc eneny tanks had bypessed front line elenents
and cane into view of the preset tank and anti-tank positions. When
frisndly tonks openced fire, infantry elenents closed the trap from 3
sides on the encny infantry accompanying the tenks to complete the
destruction. Only one minor casualty wes reported by the 2and Zat—
talion. fhe 3rd Dattalion, KMC, scheduled to nttack at 0600, was de-
layed until 0700 at which tine “hey passed through 2nd Zattalion, Hth
Marines and attacked through the village at Ta 9750-a—3-G-H continu—
ing their attack to reginental cbjectives 1 (Ta 9755-M-9755-1-9056-2-
9655-4)y 2 (T4 9557-T-9957-D-0-H), and 3 (D& 9958-M-9959-%5-7). The
2nd Zattalion, 5th Marines scheduled tc attack at 0700 was dolayod
one hour by the eneny counterattack nentioned above, énd Jumped off
at 0900. Their direction of atteck was northeast along the MSR to
seize reginental objectives ATLD (TA OW52-D-M - OH53-X — 0553-D -
0554-P — OM5L4-X ~ ON53-V) and DiKER (T4 0653-Q-1 - 06543 - 0554-D-Y -
0553-P) which were on the approaches to KIMPO Airficld. Initielly,
the bYattalion met ncderate resistance in the built up areas in Ta
9750 E-T, but once the village had been passed the 2nd Jattalion ad-
venced agpinst little opposition seizing objective BiKER (Th 0653~
1 ~ 06543 - 0554-D-Y - 0553-P) at 1650. The 3rd KMC 3nttalion con-
tinued to mop up seasttered resistance in the village.

The lst Sattalion following in trace of the 2and Zattelion
seizod objective EaSY (T4 07533 to 0853-F tc 08543 to 08551~
0755-3-X) and attacked toward objective FOX (Ta 0856~ to 0956-G to
0957-X to 03H7-D-X).

At 1630 the Recizmental CP displeced to DA 9951-0-3.

»8 soon as the lst Zattalion had jassced objective LAKER the
2nd Zattalion attacked to the aorth with two platoons of tanks at-
tached, toward objective CHaXLIZ, ZIMYO 4sirfield. zesistance was iode-
rote and XINPO Airfield was securec under the cover c¢f darimess at
2020, fThe 2nd Zettalion held positions around the airfield for the
nisht. 1st Tettalion's attack toward 0.jective FOX was halted along
the line O8HY-M-Y to 0755-G for the nicht and the 3rd “attalion
noved into a reserve assenbly arca at TA 0354.

13 Septenber 1950

Abv G200, the 2nd Tattsliocn, reeeived 2 liskt probing counter-
attack by & group of about 50 enemy. This counterattack was followed
by a scries of apparently uncoordinated counterattacks until 0500
when the eoneny attacked with vigor with about 200 nen. This attack
wes repulsed with hervy losses to the eneny from well sclected defen—
sive positions and a well executed dofense in depth, Snall enery
pockets of isolated trocps were found at dawn and werc dostroycd.
¥TMe0 Airfield was cleared of all resistance by 0800.

The 1st Zattadlion, 5th liarines continued its attack at day-
light and occupied objective FOX by 0930. Their positions overlooked
the city of YONGDOG-PQ. The 2nd Sattalion séized objective DOG (TA
0561~P to 0550~0 to 0660-M-2 to 0561-V) at 1140, which positions
overlooked the BAN River. The reginental CF @isplaced to KIMFO air—
field at T4 0555-H at 1245, At 1450, the 2nd Sattalion occupied the
following positions; one company on objective I0OG, one company in the
village at Ti OM460 and one company in the village imnediately rorth of
KIMPO airfields The 1lst Zattalion occupicd cbjectives EaSY and FOX.
The 3rd Sattalion occupicd an ‘dssenbly area in Ti 0557 - 0657 with
detached outposts in Ta 0659-TF to 075%-P-0 and 0356-G-M-S.

4




19 SePtOlﬁ'!.ver 1950

4% 0755, & platoon from the 3rd Nattalion sccured #ill 79
(DA 0960). 4t 08k, the 2nd Dattalion oxtended its loft Tlank and
sciyed the high ground in Ta 0563 overlooking the HAN Eiver. The
1st Jattalion attacked from objective FCX to gseize Hills 80 and 85
in their zone of sctiun to complete the capture of doninant terrain
overlooking the EAY River in the 5th iarines zone of action. &b
1230, onc platoon of tenks was attached to the lst Dattalion to
aseist in the capturc of its objectives. The lst Dattalion adle
venced against noderate resistance and canstured its objectives by
nid-aftornoon. &t 1554, the 3rd Sattalion, EOK Marines roverted
to DMvision control and the 2nd Sattalicn, ROX Marines wos attached
to the Hth Marines., Hurried preparations cormenced for the cros—
sing of the FAY river. The crossing was tc be accomplished Uy the
5th Marines. The 3rd Za2ttalion, Hth Marines was to moke the assauld
crossing., A prelininary rceconnaissance by clerents of the Division
Reconnaissonce Conpeny was planncd. Considerable difficulty was
net in plenning duc to the large nunber of visitors who possecd
through the commend post at KIMPO Alrficld in a steady strecan
all day who dosired briefings.

At 1700, all subordinate, attached and supporting units
wore bricfed on the Reginental Cornander's ploan for the crossing
of the EAN River. Ixeccution of the plans was scheduled to comiience
with the crossing of the river by swiniers at 192000, followed Ly
tc romsiander of the division reconnaissance conpany, for the purpese
of deternining cnony strength and locatichs on the far sicde of tho
river,

At 1900, o rcconnrissance pntrol nade
Rocomneissonce Corpany; conartel the reaiiental OP ond arrived ot
ail assernbly area on the neer bank of the Zan river ot 1950, The
swirning party, conmcsed of two officers, ten enlisted mon, . one
PI0 USH, and onc interpreter dewerted for the far side of tuae
river at 2000 arriving on the opoosite river bark at 2040. This
potrel reconnoitered the villaege and the high o ound to its ri.ht
(vbjoctive ATIT T4 00562) with no contact. I therc was no cneny
oppositicn it had becn rlenned that the romoinder of the recon—
neissence compeny would cress in LVT's and contirume tac recon—
naissance farther inland and cceupy cround to cover the 3rd Iattalion
Tonding., Therefore, when no contact developed, the Datrol roturned
to the river bvank, and at 2110 grve the signal for the rordinder
of the Reconndissence Coipony, assenbled on the near Teaks to cross
the HAX miver. The Reconrfissince Company enbarked in 9 Amphibicus
tractors and departed for the north side of the river. About
nidway in crossing the eneny which had been nidden or asleep on
the high ground suddenly opened fire with nechine guns and rortars.
The fie becane so intense that the Hecennaissance Conpany in
LV s was ordered to return to the Scuth banlk of tlc L.l Uiile
returning, 4 Arphibiocus troctors drifted about 1/2 uile dowistrean

ané. got stuck in the mud. Tac swi.iers wore heing fired uwuon and
wore directed to return to the near bank.

-

st 2140, six non 'of tHe Reconnaissance Corpany natrol roacir
ed the ncar bank by swirning. At 2200, tho repadnder of thic _atrol
coumenced roturning. The swiisers bectne senaratod. The Company
Corrarnder suffered concussion fron & nsar niss by a nortar shcll
and drifted downstrean. The patrol returncc to the Regimental CP
by CHL5 with 2 total of 3 casunlties. The Roconnaissonce patrol
¢otornincd that an estirnted eneny battelicn was in position to
oppose the river crossing and that the majority of their defeonscs

were located un the hish ground of Odvjective a LZ. Tho Sooch conl=
$ticn on the far bank at the ¢ld forry site was Ceternined suisable

for the landing of LVD's. Flanaing iiuselistoly turncd to pre—
paraticn for an assauli landiag, rother tnan o crussing uvader
cover of the Roconnaissance Corpany prior to daylight s originally

planned.
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20 Septerber 1950

fn accordance with the revised Reginental Operaticn Plan, the
3rd Zattalion, at 06L5, following an artillery preparation, corr.enced
the assault crossing of the HAN River. The lst wave lanced at G650
and by 0€30 the high ground on tho right of the landing arcs was takol.
5121l arns and autonatic weapons fire was reccived hut Yhers wore few
~ the crossing. Tho remainder of the Zrd Sattalion was

(]

.

eribarked in anphitious tractors. crossed the river succesnfutiy, and
sent cne company renmeining in LVT:s stroishit on inland about 1500 yarcs
$o ilic high sround covering the SROUL-KARS0NG ro
thet high sround % “he beach had uot yet heon ©
astinated at 300 nen defeanded the high ground at
DMIIR (ML 086%-2-8-D to 04hH-7-71-7) was teken with no oneny cpposition
a% 0040, ho schenme of manevver called for & sharp change of direction
t
a

s

n.é, imoring the foct
Fap oo

~ -—

nkrons  Encny onposition
the heach. Cbjective

%, the rigat to fix the direction of attack toward SEOUL with the north
(Left) flonk and resr open, The 2ad Zattali.p was io pass wirough the

sod Bettaiion aad continuce to attack towerd SEOUL.

4t 0900, the 2nd Zottalion, Bth Marines, vwas ardered Lo cross
the Hall River in srmhibisn trsctors and et 1000 the 1st LVT conenced
croading. he 2nd Sabialicn was to remdin in LVT's andé poss through
the 3rd Zattalion and contian. the atteck. sl Conponys Aot Aophibious
Proctor Satialion, US army, folicwed the 2nd Jattalion and the ard
Sustalion, Korean Mariuc Cuvps in IULWS followed "o Jompan:ies LVDts.
e K0 Tattelicn wes to wrovids security for the rear of the Rorinent.
v 09U0, Objectives ATLH, DAKIR and CHARLIZ, were scoured (Osjective
CinLID Ta 106471 @ to 1164-P-3 to 11652 tc 1065-X). =t 1330. the
1st Sottelion was ordered tc eross the river ant meve to an assennly
arca it the vicinity of Hill 5 prepared %o contimie the attack toward
SECUL. At 100, the Regimentel P displaced to Ta 1COM-Z. A% 1415,
the 2ni TJattelion reported that they hac gecured Objestive DG (TA
11610l b0 1251-C to 1252-7 to 1152-V) and objsctive Basy (s
1262-71.0 o 53562Q-T to IZHE-F-0-U)}. Iy 1520, the 2nc Iettalion, INO
had relicved the 3rd Sattalion, Hih Marines on objectives TATER and
GHARLIZ and the 3rd “attalion noved to an assenbly area in Ta 10EY-1T
to 1065-S. At 1530, the lst “attalion noved one cormpany *¢ objective
AULE for security of the landing aree for the nights
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- 21 Septenber 1950

At 0925, the 3vd Sattalion launched an attack on Hill 16F
(T2 1461) followed in tuace by lst Dattelion, 5th ijarines. HILL
165 was seized ot 1130 end ths atback contimied on Zill 125 (T 0C62)
at 1215, At 0Y10 %he lst Datkalion, Korean Merine Corys was atteched
to the Hth Marines for operational control for use in fishting in the
tuilt uwp area of SROUL,

. The 1st Satteliorn, 5th Marines *ms ordered to ~itack and sclze
Fill 90, This npiseion was ascomplished 2t 1310.

The Reqimental CP disnlaced at 1425 to Ta 1361-1.

) 2% 2615, the 1si Jattslion, Rth Mariaces wes ordereC to s-ize
nc hold; feor the night, the aign cround aloasg the line from Ta
%UbguG to Ta 15R8-P-U. The 1st Seloaiion. KMC was orcdered Lo soize
tho hich ground aloag Hill 10k (g 2659) and hold for the niub;
the 3rd Zattalion, Hth Herines wes oriered o seize Hill 216 (I
1761) =nc hold for the night; the 2na Jottelion, Hth Merines wzs
to aove to a position along the high ¢roaud in Ta 1451-D to 1450-0,
anc. occupy the nill in Ta 1460 to block the rofd in the vicinity of
Ta 1560~7 anc hold these positions fur the night.

22 Septemver 1950
The 1st and 3rd _ottalions, Hth Marines coumenced the attack

atEO7OQ-“AThe_1st Sattelion, KiHC received heavy nmortar, artillery,
Eﬁdgﬁubﬁﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁkapons fire and reported that it cuuld not move o=
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forward. The 3rd lattalicn roported that it hod advenced and had
taken Hill 296 (Div ObJ %) at 1012 and wes recciving heavy fire
from Eill 338 (D4 1960). The lst _attalion, 5th Morines in 1ts
attock on Eill 105 (Ta 1757-Q) wes slowed do¥m by heavy gortar:
artillery, and nechine gun fire. The 1st lettelion, H5th darines
was ordcrod to hold Hill 68 (Tu 1553-0; with one coipany and Hill
105 with the tattalion minus ong Com&ny. The 1lst Sattalion, IO
atincked lote in the sfteravon and retcicd the line Ta 1759-0 to
Ty 1759-V. slthough it was planned to nold this line, the _attelion
withdrew in the face of intense fire to its criginel lines on hill
o4. fThe Recimental Headquarters was not actified of this with-
drawel until the USHC miwison @fficer was able %o report the
situaticn in person just prior to darkness. his withdrawal found
the center of the line about wae thousand yverds in rear of tne
front line elements of the lst Zattalion end 3rd Sattalion on
the rizht and left respectively.

23 September 1950

At 0700, the lst Iattalion, XC was directed to attack and
seize the enemy positions to its front in créer to straighten out
the lines while the 1st and 3¢ Latwalions held their positions,
anc assisted the advence oy fire. The lst attalion, MO nmade
only slicht seins forwarc of hill 104 snd wes unable to seize its
objectives while receiving heavy cosunlties from ertillery,
nortars, end sutomatic weepons fire from & heevily fortified enory
position located tu their frunt. Yhon the acdvance of the 1st
Tattalion, G stalled, the 2nd attalicn, hth Marines ws orierad
to pass throush and relieve the 1st sattalioh, KMC 2t 1500 and con-
tinue the &tteck. When passed through, the 1st sattalion, KHC
rnoved to an assendbly ared at Ta 9560-1-0 to 1660-L. The 2nd 28t~
telion continued the attack &gainst fierce resistancs anc. et 1800
re, ortcd heavy cesutlties. It wes orcersl to cousolicate its
ninor .eins end hold the line Ta 1753-1 to 1759-V. In the nean-—
tine, the lst snd 3rd Jattslions helc tholr josivlons throw,huat the
day cnd the entire attaeck awaited the reduction of the orgenized
»o8ition in froant of the 2nd Baitelion.

The 2nd Hattalicn, KMC wes relieved Ly eloients of thie Tth
Marines which had crussed the river and nssumed resgonsivility for
the security of the rear arer. This Lattalion then aoved to an
assenbly area at Ta 1760 to 1860.

24 Septeuber 1950

at 0640, the 2nd Dattalicn resuaesd the attack against
hesvy resistance after 2 20 alnute artillery and air preperation.
Sy 0700, the lst Lattelion comenced nevinge out slowly toward
Recinmentsl Objective 2 (Ta 19591 tu 2056-G). ~t G610, the 3rd
“grtalion connenced movin: cown the east spur of Zill 296 over-
looking SEWL to attezpt to outflank tie heavy resistance in front
of the ¢nd Tavtalion to ;pin bSetter ouservation to support the 2nc
sattalion by fire. at about 0720, the lead ténk of the lst rlatoon,
& Coipary, 1lst Tank _attelion noviag up the rovad in the 2nd Dat-
telion zone of acticn wes cisabled by & nine. 4 second tank was
hit on the motor hatch by a nerter shell davaging it sufficiently
to make it inopsrative.

The 2nc —attelion acvenced tuwerd Hill 105 (2a 1953)
against henvy resistance and received henvy casuclties. Coincen~
trated, sccurate, mortar, artillery, rachine (un, and rifle fire
wes encountersd. at 1000, the lst zattalion was directed to move
their reserve coupany around fron the richt to the left flank
to relieve elements of the 3rd sattalicn on Hill 216 (Ta 1761) and
hold that Division Objective in orcer %'at the 3rd Zattalion could
continue its attack in support of the 2.d Lattalion. ¥ 1430, the
2nd Zattalion had seized its objective (411l 105), suffering its
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heaviest casualties of the Korean War, but capturing the vital posi-
tions.leading to SEOUL. The «ad 3attalion, AC was noved to an as—
senbly arca in the vicinity of Ta l760—l860 to protect a corridor
into the rezimental left (north) flauk. 3y 1300, the 3ré Zattalion
front line uositicns were located alony line Ta 1953-1~3 to 1253~

M. 3y nightfall the lines of the 2nd Dattalion extended fron Ta

1758 W-l-J to 175%M =od at 18l5 the 2ad and 3xd sattalions had uade
coatact and tied in for the nijht.  During the nicht, lirited counter-
ettacks were roceived by the 1ot lattalion vn tho richt waich were
sup,orted by artillery fire believed to be coming fron she laft flank
on Hill 338, The 3rd zZaitalion alsy recelved heavy artillery &ad
mortar fire from the left (nurth) flank.

25 September 1950

abt 0700. the 3rd and 2and Zattallons Jurped of f in the attack
t; seire that portion of SZ0UL in the Reginental sone. Eesistance
wes iight in front of Dotk Desvtalions., Lne 3rd Zettelicn supuorted
Ly the 2nd atialicn by fire in its advance on Hill 105 (T 1355-F).
at 0840, HOW Conpany was nonentarily held up 9 fire frou cneny
Jocated on the east slope of Hill 338 to the left (north) flank of
the regitient. Iy 1145, front lines of the 3rd Battalion were loce~
ted at Ta 1959-0=1 to 1959-H-3 and 1955-F-2 to 1850-T-5. &t 1335,
the 2nd Dattalion seized Hill 72 and continued t¢ attack tu seize
Hill 105, 4% 1b50, the Division Reccunaissance Company was atteched
to the Hth Merines and cccupied Hill 216 and 296 (T4 1860) reliev-
ing elements of the 1st Jattalion. The 1lst Bettalion roved tu az
ascenbly area in the rear of the 3rd Jattalion jreparatory to the
finsl attack for the cepture of SEOUL in the reginental gone. At
1745, the 3rd Zattalion received a counterattack by about 200 cneny.
The attack wes repulsed with consicerable casuttlties to the eneny.
The attack the fullowing day was to be a ninety degres change of
dircction o the left (nurth) with the 3rd attalion lencCing tie
attack and grining contact with the 1st Merines on the ricnt. The
1st Dattalion was to follow the 3rd Tattalion in trace and nake
another sharp cherge of directien o the west and canvture Hill 3386
(Ta 1960).  The 2nd _attelion wes to clesn wut a finel pocket of
resistance in the regimentel zone in rear of the 3rd _attalion and
&¢ intc a reserve assenbly area. '

At 2230, a nesss e wes received fron the Counmanding General,
1st Mariae Division that, based on late intelligence, the Cur.s was
to initiate pursuit of the eneny inneliately, as he was withdrawing
rapidly to the north. -

A%t the tine this order was received, the eneny was counter-
attacking the 3rd Jattslicn pusitions on the slopes of Hill 296,
and the initiaticn of ths pursuit wes delayed until the counter—
attack was beaten off.

26 Septenver 1950

Sy OMU5 the cuunterattack had leen rejulsed and a patrol fron
}rd 3attalion, 5th Marinecs wes Went tc the east to cuntact the 1lst
Marines in order thet the :ursuit night be coordinated. This patrol
was unalle to cuntact the 1st Marines waich had not advenced tu the
pre&rransed peint of cuntact because of heavy cnemy pressure, anc
vecause the pasrol found the enemy in strength on the high ground
around a railrcad tunnel in Ta 1955-P-Q. - .

) About 0900, the Hth Marines received o nessage from the 1lst
Mﬁrlge Division thet the 7th Marines were pre &red to attack fronz
soutnwest to nortiwast across the present 5th Marines zone of action.

Mari %he 3rd13§ttaligg; 5th Marines, after contacting the lst
nes launched,an atiack &t 1140 cocrdinated with elenents of that

reginent. The 3rd Dattalion, H5th Marincs was able to advance 500 to

600 yais em@iAst Piont recistance by 1245,

~10—




= Latrol from D0G Compeny, 2nd Sottelion, Fth M

resorted as hoving noved iatc tho S5th larincs zone of action fron
the northwest ond was halted and Uﬁ‘lJle to move from a jposi
locatod ot 1950-S.

Sy 1800, the 3rd 2attolion, Hth lprines, hod eseinced posi-
tions (T4 1955-D-1 to Ta ?f‘5' [-5) after uncountering ditter re-
sistance Tron the cncry dug in on a hill (T 2056-7-3 ) on the right

of the bentalion zone of action. The first coumpany of the lst Set-
talicn, 70 ves noved into positicn (Ta 1956-D-1 -~ Da 1953-4-5) on

‘ the loft flank of the 3rd Zattalion, 5tk Morines filling the @2p
between the 3rd Sattalion, Hth Merines! lcft flank %o the ;osition
of the Bcomaissance Compeny on Hill 290.

The 2nd Sattalion, 5%h Merines nopped-up in its zone end
the 1lst Tatta

n
wbtnlion, K0, nmopred-up in areas behind Reginentel front
lines in the city of SECUL ce sturing Y42 P0W's and elininating most
of the byesseé vockets of resistance

A werning order was received about 1205 from 1st forl
Division thet olements of the 8th arny ney apoear at any time in
the Courps Area fron the south to create o junction of the two

fcreces,

.

The Hth Marines mane of action was penerally quiet throughout
the nicht except for occasional eneny iortar fire.

‘ 27 Sentember 1950

The 3rd Lattalion, Hth licrines coentinued the attack ot 0630,
o resistance was reported oy 0950 and the 3rd Dattalion, front
lines we e oaproxinately 200 yarus ahced of Jhase line 3 (PYOIG-
YAGG-S0UL HIGTAY) (2a 2G59-k-4 to 2050~0-1). SuLscquently, the
Sat't;ulluo_ cncountored 1ichs resistonce to thelr advance fro:x sand

hog oiplaccnents wiich blocked the nnin streets. The advance vas
horpered sciievhat by the nocessity for clearing iaeny -7 nian fI'JT"
the strects to nakz, way for the tonks., 1st Tattelion, 5t 11 incs

fo;low:.n;,' in tic trace of the 3rd Zattslion, 5tk llorincs, at ,.OBJ
vassel to the left rear of 3rd Lattalion, Hth larines and attacked
to scize 1ill 330 (Ta 1950). Waile the 3rd “atttlion continued

‘ its advance ogninst light resistance, the lst Zattolion, G, moved
two compinies through the city in rof:r of the assault eloments of
the Reginent nopping-up isolated pockets of resistance; ovnce corpany

‘ reneined in position along ridaoe ( 1959 I-r-X).

FASY Company, 2nd Sattelion, H5th lnriaes reinforced with
a section of taiks patrslled nortiavest along the PYOUGIATG-SIOUL

tx}

oad (Phase Line 3) to qain contact with anl assist the cor pany

of the 7th Marines under attack along thet rcad. The eumceny hod
withdrawn and the company was relieved with no rosistoncc cncounter-
ed enroutec, and u_on secrch of the prison ot Ta 1Y59%-D the patrol
was inforned by a civilian on the _reniscs that elproxinctely LOO
Arerican prisoncrs were renoved te the oorth aJout five days _ro—
visusly., PASY Company, end attalion, Hth larites, made contact
with ELSY Company, end lattalion, 7th Merines ot 150C at Ta 1550-
-5 and was ordered to return to its previous area.

‘ A% 1500, George Company, 3rd Sattalion, Hth Marines had
captured the capitol building ond struck the 30& Flag flying in
the Government Grounds and raised the United Sta

3y 1840, the front lines of the lst Tattalion, 5th Marines
wvere established along a line T4 2060-K-1 to T4 2161 andé by 1900
Hill 33{5 Ta 1960) was sccured. At 1900, 3rd Tattalion, 5th Harines!
S e e e 2 T 1 S s
had red. rd Battelion
sent a pé‘t 1 wlnc l)roce,ed.ea ’('OQ yards 583 from RJ Ta 2295-i-1
but was unable to contact the 1lst Marines sdvancing g on the risht

and re4viiiinmmeyy
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25 September 1950

the Eth Marines having captured i1ts assigned chjectives .1
was pinched cub by the 1st kMerines on right and 7th larines on laft
as pinnncte 05 0630; the reginont commenced pAatrels throuchout the
Reginental arca. No cneny resistance wes erncoantered ny ary of the
patrols ond 211 returned by 1670.
The %y _attalion, comzencing at first light, provided scou-

rith in the vicinity of the CGovernment Juilding, SZ0UL, fuor a
cerenchy whorein the Guvernment of Scubia Korea was returnec to the
Pregident and Government officials of South Koro&. About 1435

he 3rd Jettalion was rolieved of this duty &nc pruceeded to the
Feginontal assenbly area established at EWHa Vornen's University

T. 1358-0. :

Hopringa-up was contimied throughout the Goy with .ao ene.y
raolstance onoountered. & patrol fron 1st. Zattalicn, Sth Marines
returned with 45 pOW!s. Division was inforned at 2050 that mop-
ping up operations in 5th Merines zone of action were completed.

29 Septemver 950

The 2nd Tattalion comuencing at 1300 procesded to the wedst
rd relicved elements of the 7th Marines by 1730 at positiuns in
vicinity of the origiral river crussing arwnd the towns Sali-
SAZHIDCHG (Ta 0665) end RYOXOW (T4 0765) and on ridges estrice
hihwey from D4 1566-D to Ta 1767-Q end i 1667-U. The Zattalion
wns directed to previde ovutposts and security to protect the
Division -left flank.

o
£

Avout 1015, a patrol of the MMC amzaccd a Getachnent of eneny
in ¢ fireo fight to the west of the 2ne lZattelion con high ground
fron 1867~I to 1863-R. -y darkness tiac petrol withdrew through the
outposts established in area by 2nd Dattalicn. o further eaeny
encountered throughout the night.
L B : .

30_Septenber 1950

. One Company of the lst Dattelion and & platoon of the .2
Mortar Company wore attached to . 2né Dattalion, 5th Marines for
operational control to pruvide a reserve for the lattalicn in
its extensive ares on the west flank. Vigorous patrolling was
condueted by all compenies of  the 2nd lattalion. The lst Zat—
talion, 5th liarines remainfd in bivouec in the Middle School
area (D4 2059) to provide gocurity in the city of S3WL and to
reorganize, The 3rd Zattelion, Hth Marines wes ordared to nove to
the Reginental sssenbly area at Ta 16€%I tu 1765-Q. The 2nd
“Abtalion patrols reported no contect with eneny.

1 October 1950.

At 0600, the 3rd Dattalion reinfeorced with a .attery of art-
1lleryy platoon of tenks and engineers, operating as a reconnaissonce
patrol in force, crossed the IP located &t ih 1666-H enrovis Dy uotor
to the town of SUYUHYON T4 OLU31l. CHARLIE Companys lst Betteliony
S5th Mariness thim atinched tc 2nd Dattalion, Sth HMarines. fcllowed
in trace %o protect ths vattalion rear as if moved forwnrd and to
pro¥ile sceurity for returning notor transport. 3y 0925. the
aivance elements of 3rd Battalicn, Hth kMarines had advanced
to & position located 35 miles from the IP ncrihwest along the
STOUL-SUYUHAN HIGEWAY. No contact with the enemy had been made.

) about 1030 a patrol of 2nd Dattalion, H5th Marines patrol-
ling in its assigned area nade contact with an eneny force of e~
tween 150 and 200. Air and Mortar fire drove the eneny fron the
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positicn leaving tairty dead and cunsideradble arms and arruni-
tion. 3y 1130, 3rd Tattalion, 5th Marines, struck & road block

of AT and AP nines located at 1076~X%U4., This road block wos not
covered by fire and immediately cleared by attached engineor uaits.
Ieter, 3rd 3attalion, 5th Marincs, overcame a ro.d block of an cs-
tinoted threé nachine puns¥8nd reached a jposition suitable for do-
fense that night just short of its final objective oh high ground
near RJ at Ti 07764, The 3rd settalion, Hth Merines roported that
nany weapons still in cosuoline were captured atoard threo coxcarts
veing delivered to enery troopsi

CHARLIZ Company, lst Zattalion, 5th Marines, reverted to 1lst
“—attelion control aftor it had cormpleted its nission of providing
security to the rear of the 3rd Zattalion and returned to 1lst
lattalion assenbly arca. 1lst Sattalion, in the neantime, had been
noved to a new assenbly area in TA 1764 by 1905.

2 Qctober 1550

A vigorous patrol plan was initiated a&long the Reginental
foonbe o scrics of daylisznd palrols woive plicanod o peLotitse
4000 to 2000 yards in front of the battalion position with part-
icular attention to valleys or other routes of eneny withirawel
to the north. These patrcls were supplemented by day and nizht
local patrols. Throughout the day, though numerous small groups
of encny were sighted, little or nc resistance was cncounterced Ly
patrols of the lst or 2nd Dattalion. A4bout 0200 the 3rd Sattalion
0P rocelivesd o coanternobcrx by an esbbinecu 100 oreny. Iy 0430,
this torce had Leen diiven off leaviig: 57 onemy deads At 0700,
the 3rd Sattalion continucd its nission and ty 1100 had rceciied
its ohjective and set up positions to Llock the rood to the scuth-
west of SUYUHOI.

3 Qctober 1950

411 3attolicns of Heginent conducted patrolling actiocn in as-
signed areas. Patruls of lst Zattelion, 5th ijarines, reported
sighting nany srall groups vhich were driven off without resistance.
4 total of 4 eneny were killed and 6 captured by tho lst Tattelion.
ratrols from 2nd lattalicn, 5th Marines, nede nc enery contact,
though one patrol returned with 6 civilisns revorted tc e Comm
mnist sympathizers. MNo eneny coutset wos nade by Latrols of 3rd
Jattalion, 5th Merines; however, quantities ¢f enery small aris
and purmaition were discuvered and cestiruyed. o cncry activity
was noted throu;hcut the Resiuental zone curing the aight.

4 octobver 1950

The Dattalions of H5th Marines ecnducted extensive atrol—
ling with no resistance encountered. The siell sroups of cneny
ceacounterced fled upon apnroach of the petrels, often tinc leaviang
snell arns ond cmpmnition behind which were destroyed. Fron
1000 to 1300 elenents of the 5th Cavelry Desinent pessed throush
the Reginental ares noving north of position occupied by 3rd Zot-
telicn, 5th lMorines. About 2240, the fasinent recédived an order
fron 1lst Marine Division to move to a stasing area at INCHON Hre—
DPared for embarkation for further operations.

5 Octcbver 1950

. Mcvenent to the essigned stasing area in INCHON cCortienced.
The first serial cleared “nd lJattalion arean ot 0925. Iy 1G45
all unite of 5th Marines -losed in the 2ssendly arca.

L
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£, Octoler 1950

Units of - gﬁeigont sonducted reorgan wzation, care and cleaning
of weapons, equiprient repair, ‘and rehfullltﬂtlo T 1ersonnel. Plans
for embarlmntion conien cdd. : ‘ o

I

1 Octobcr 953

< WAt

Contwnn ﬁl(dn irg end relabvilitation of: Hbrsoqﬂol anc ‘equip-

rent.

8. a. JHEMY TACTICS,

(1) Infantry:

(a) General: 1In the past, studies of encrmy infantry snmall
unit tactics have indicated that, though Russien troined, a great deal
of Imperial Japanese zArny- influence is apparent in eneny cperations.
There is doubdt, however, that any particular school of nilitary thought
is aghercd to by the encriy in training or in ficld OJ‘l”thQS. uring
thé period of this ropord, tenacivus and well ‘organized forces were
gencrally locking oxcept on the outskirts of SECUL, as was the use
of rassed troups together with coordlmated supporting fires in the
Russian tyve couuterattack or defense.  The lbsser loteils of opcraticnal
plenning such as initial individusl supuly of VERLONS , fcod, =nd an
ranitien werc. 1ct1culouqu carried wut un1lo thic brocder, ;wore inclusive
phases of glcnn;ns We”e'“ual seted, resulting In & lack of ;eneral co-
vrdination. For eAanile, individuel troups were well camcuflaged
with native growths anc supplicd with an initial unit of fire, tut
the rescrve forces a peared not to have bteen alerted, nc provisions
were apparently made for resupply, and nachine guns, hich velocity
weapons, tanks, and artillery acted 14anp93cent‘y end without
coordination excent on rare ecccasions.

L

(1) Atteck: The cneny, thoush hw&r9531ne in the attock,
did not COOleHntO its various ettacking elpnu“ts cnd thus consis-
teatly launched & wdénk assoult which feiled o ‘7ain the initintive.

This leck of COurClH%tloﬁ anc depth usually rosulied in a "anzaif

fruntal assault of the nganegc tywc. The enény -assaults tonk tie
forti of counterattacks on lirited cbjectives &ﬂd the Lo joerity were
conducted tetween the hours of 2300 and 0500.' ares were nornelly
used as signals for théf conmencencent and ccssntloh of the attacks.
There was no evideace of long ronge nlanning and the attacking troous,
once helted, rapidly diSJbrSCd and retreated im discrgmnization.

. ”he cﬂpny ¢id not atterpt any enveleping or flenk-
ing attacks, All attacks were generally frontel ulo-h o ads or natu--
ral avenues of approach and dirccted at criticdl terrein foatures.

It appears that no main cr oeCDﬂ&CrJ efforts woere rade Jut that

each attack was inQCyendUFt 1n ‘Ttyels reSultln in a scrics of scat-
tered infantry uOVGHGﬂtS- hese ettacks wbrc rornallj nrecceded Uy
flﬂr°5, whistle or luifle sib rals and in nany 1"stgac by a corr

bination of artillery, uortar and nachine s At‘1r<, sone five to ten
ninaten 9o A r‘vpnco of tHo %ttacx itseclf.

(C/ Dof*nge' The encry occupics the high ground in
force whan -estnlilishing nis dofensive positions leaving small groups.
of 15 %0 20 men erncd with *utoratic weauons and small arns to delay
and hold at the critical -.oints aleng the low jround in frant of the
tain defensive ”OS’tl'HS; There has been nu e¥idbree of dofrnses in
depth, but rather of a scries of independent positions. Pusitions
cefended have prepared érplacenents on the ver ry top of the hills
with roverse slope positicns behifd these. fThrec types of cneny de—
fenses have veen encountersd Ly this regsinent during the period,
na.dely‘ prepared, hasty, and a forn of conbat outpost defense. It
is wotelle thot though ench tyse of defense was ori®nized, the

oot
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enenly did wmot generally hold his positions at all cost, tims nul-
lifving much of the adw ’t(& cained by connending terrain. When
the centor of the defensive -osition wns hroached, 1ts flL“&s Cull
sistently fell vack ra idl} At tiues the eneny wes found to or-
uh31zo Cefensive pos 1tlcns alons roads cven vhon tacre w&s nigher
ground adjacent thereto. He ha s congistently atten ted to onioso
Vi

our strength with his ejor offurta. el tal cefonses cn and
in front of tie ridse line (Dn 1055--G-3, Tn 1559- V_?rh) St*u
dling the roilread on the lest nign oL C - SICUL fren
the west were preparcd with greai care. Vealpons wawo uLQ* bud

in mutunlly sup:orting positions with Doth the nilitery and tolo—
grephical crest heavily cefended. The reverse slojc wes defended
to & depth of approxinetcly sintv-filve (65) yards with sine (9)
7.62mm Maxin Heavy Machine Guns ~ad approximetely twenty-scven
(27) T+0 fonm D Ticht Machine Guas as well as nuncrous persontel
rned with 7.62mn P;SP sub-nachize suns and riflcs. Five (5)
37rm and turce (3) 76mm cquns were sighted in oh the ridge line
and roads passing through the low ¢ sroand to the rear. Grouﬂs of
emplacenonts on the crests ancd furward slopes of the ricso were
férned arourd the heavy nachine guns, cach ¢roup havia~ onc (1)

heavy nmachine sun, two (2) 1light machine guns, end ap roxinately
1 s

twelve (12) nen armed with sub-nmachine (uns, grensdes, ail rifles.

This ground was defended by elements of the 2htihh W 3rigodc.
The Jrigale Cormand rost was located in an enornous tunnel rwi-

ning throuch the ridge. It is estimated tlat one (1) Infantry
“attelion, two (2) Heavy Veapons Dattalions, an Enginecr 0t

talion, and one (1) 76rn Artillery Zattalion, $otaling sooc

2,310 nen, actually occupicd the ,round with a 120mn Mortar
Tottalion and an Artillery - uttallon supporting from positions on
Hill 105, the next hijh ground to the east. 411 of tae scnior
officers and nany of the Jjunior and non—cormissizned officers

af the 25th Origade, according to ¢ turcd docunients and rrisoncr
of War iaterroga thﬂ, wore veterans of the Chinesc Comunist ATy,
vhich rmay exilain in —art why the dofendisg troops reicined in
position until killcd. Two concrete reinforced coves worc g
into the flonks of the ridse line and uscd os storage s, ac se-for
large quantities of aurmiition and foul. Mhvse caves 0y have
provided refuge for acditional roinforecenents brousiit in fron
other sectors until they could be cornitted to action ¢k the
ridge as replaccnents. Tach personncl eny l cenent was dul Uy
undercutting the ground in order to affor the individual occcuyant
alded protection fron air and ortillory atieachk. Indiviiual ¢o-
1“l'*c:er.len.ts vere prepared very close uO”bt wors aLout 2 yords
apart, and deep enouh to serve as an indivicual fire treach.

Another type of prepared defense encountered was eneny 0v—
servation posts. These were prepared and canouflased by cutting
the top off the hish ground, prenaring o position with lo.;s,
then replecing earth and growth rusult1r~ in a corpletely natural
canouflaged position. This type of position was nornally cefenced

with approxinately fifteen (15) men arnmed with hend grene loes, cuto-

rnatic 7.69 sub-nachine suns, 7.62 IP light nmachine “uns and rifles,
Hosty Defenses: The only preparatiocns rode by
the eneny for hasty defense were the cunstructlo“ of indivicual

prone-type fox-holes usually on reverse slopes. These holes
are nornally so shollow that a nen lying face down hns is shoulders
and approxinetely one-fourth (L) of his bLody alove the ground.
o evidence has been obscrved of a Cormand rost being emplaced
at a hasty defensive position.

Combat Qutpost Dcefenses: This type of defense
is characterized by the ease with which the eneny is dislodoed
and the rapicity of his dissap_earance. Five (5) to ten (10)
nen with onc or two light nmachine guns are usudlly placed 2t a
turn in the road, a village, or a road cut. ZFiring ¢n1t1ally ofn

he advanced elenents of the attacking unit, the eneny naintains
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its fire until 2 heavy volume of fire is returned at which tice the
eneny withdrews to o new UOult¢On.

_ Troop action in the Dofense: The overasc infantry-
nan of the lowor rTenes shews do desire to hold 2t 211 cost in the
face of an assoult. Under artillery, air and rorter attack, the of-
ficers attompt o koop their men in their esitiors, ofion aerently
Ly coerscion. However, Prisoners of Ver roport thet wicn hoe atvach
comnricnces, scnc of the oificers withidraw, leavins the trecods to foll
back in groups ¢f two and threc. Interrogotion revedls that tke pien
on the whole, wore newly inducted in this arct anc locked the wi
regist stronaly, except on the : rerarcd pesition rentioned in para—
graph 5 (¢) (II) whers officers anc non al ike renaineéd in *Helr 2t
tle position to the last man throughout our attack. The hundreds of
dead on the posiiion give credence to this fact.

(2) Cenouflage and Concemlnent.

(2} Maximun use of natural canouflrsc i3 enployced
Ly the encny. Troups often fasten crass, vranches and cther srowth
to their uniforns and weajons. Ho use of large canouflese netting
for guus or vehicles was discovered, At KIMPO Airfield the encnmy
noved two (2) fighter sircraft into a wrocked hanger and. covercd then
with burned tinbers and rusty corrugated sheoting in aporently
effective canocuflage fron cur aircrafi.

Baeny tro.os often coacezl +thonsclves by dros-
sing in the traditicnel white Korcan civilian clothing., @Iatire
tlatoons hove becn known to don civilian cloth ing and continuc to
operate as o *actical uait, The toerrain in this Rerineatt!s zone of
action was roadily acdaptable to conccarluent. “he cneny skiilfully
cxploited this advntace and, as in past coerations, noved many
troops ead suplies Curisg thoe hcurs of darkuess.

. Thoe cneny further concetrled his ~ositions ond
woe, ons by Cisposing then in burmed, or otherwise devd statoec “r“as
i crder to hide gan flashos ond credte the improssion int the weooons

had clready veen daraged or destruycle

&
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Utilization of ariwr.
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() The cuneny utilized its teuks without infantry
support except on one occasion Just west of IILIO sirficld. On no
occasicn 4id the eneny utilisze tenks in cen Ju:ﬂ*ion witl Loth infantry
and artillery curin. a counter-attack. Twelve (12) to fifteen {15 .
T-34 tanks were destroyed during the period of this Rejort. The 3%
wae the only toank encountered @arin.: this operation.

(1) Artillory:

ilnssed fircs wore not erployed By the cneny. Artil-
lory units ar arently werc broken dowa 25 far as jun sccvions andl oS~

~

Sizned to infentry units. Extrenoly accurate fire on several ocea .sions
irdicnted a high dooree of troinin: of crows and the possibility of

a3 tillery spotters located behind friendly lines. Thoe use of artillery
spotters wns confirmed when an encny forward observer with a conhinn.-
tion radio-tolerhonc sct qu catured behind 11l i 104 in ma 1659-C.
Bneny ucrter fire wac Dy far the nost cccurnte and effective on tie

t§k1rts o€ 520UL than during any otier sctiocn 3nccuntorud by thaise
regineat in Kores

Targots of ormoviurnity weore engaged ra;idly and

effectively.
() Road bLlocks:
, Road blocks were encountered at road junctions or
erossinge in snd nefr the city of SEOUL. Tae road Llocks were col—
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structed of rice begs filled with sand and surrounded. by AT and AP
nincs. Read blecexs within SEOUL were habitualliy covered by fire
while those cncounterced Lebwecen O0UT and SUYUHCHT wore not.

(6) ilines:

The encmy has nined roxd uncts extonsively with
Loth AT and AP nincs, scotteriag adcitional »P nines in the ficlds
bvorderins thc roads. Three separate rine ficlds werc cuncountered
whérein each nine was booby trapped oy olecing a hand grenado with
e pull-type fixlng nechanisn under the buried mine.

(7) village Rniding:

Srnall eneny uaits by-passed by our forces condudt-
ed reiidiang patrols into villages situated awey fron the rnain supply
routes. These potrols normally entercd the villages in the sarly
porning hours covered by snall outposts situated on the outskirts
of the villazes. They confiscated foud and cormitted a nunber of
atrocities upon the local pupulace. Zaiding parties ncrmally with—
drew upon the approach of our patrols after a short exchenge of fire.

(8) Eneny Orgenization:

-

(a) The standard Infantry Sivision is corposed of
three (3) Infantry Regiments and an orgauic artillery Reciaent.
Other units noriclly attached are: 4 Transportation Urit, an
Anti-Tank Sattaliocz, a solf-propelled artillery Dattalion, an
Tnoincer Jattalion, a Signal ~attalion, and a Medicel Sattalion,.

To encny Divisions were contacted whertin a najor deviation existed
fron thoe stenderd table of organization of a ITorth Korcan Pecples!
Lrny Rifle Divisicn.

o (D) Two (2) enemy Crigndes were encountercd, the
25th and 27th, ncither of which ap carcd tc aave a stenderd toble
of orsonization but were foraed by the consolidation of existing
independent Zattalions and Security -Forccs.

(9) P2rovellec Q02 opposing our forccs:

15th 3I% Rifle Division Ori.ginal Strength
10,000
1st Regiment
2nd Reginent
22nd Reginent
1 .rtiliery Zeginent
25tii Srigade: ’
“Heavy eapons Tattalion 4500
Iide;endent Infantry Zattalion
1205y Mortar Zatialion
mnoineer Dattalion
Grit artillery 2ottalion
Dricede Artillery Sattalion
27th Zrigace: 5C00

SNSRI
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4 Ircependent Infantry Tattalions
1 Heavy Wecapons “attalion
1 Enoiccer Tatbtalion
1 Artillery Jattelion
226th Reginent ’ 900
2nd Reginent (Seoul Reginent) 1100
. 78th Reginent 1100
To7AL 22000
SR
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The TIKPA units listed avove opiosed this Reginent,
however, suell detachnents trapped ir the SEQUL oared while oaroate to
Join their parent crganizations were also onrored aah k"vg been nele
the subjeet of a uLbClul order of battle reuort (8
this repcrt)e On 22 Septeuber, 1350, locel civilinr |
of War reported that the creaunizeation of varisus nits GO
SEUL and the vicinity had Teen Cissolved and & central dcfanse cone
1and createc. Do cocuments or other sulstontiating inforned
received concorning this report, but it is known tho the various
Volunteor Units were arned and pressed into action with 1little troin=
ing under the cumand of s-ome unidentified headgquarters.

JCJ
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(10) Eguiznent:

: (a) General: Indivicdual equipnent and suplies
nornally issue