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NEWS RELEASE

Release #130107-1 January 7, 2013

U.S. Forces Korea statement on Strategic Alliance 2015

YONGSAN GARRISON, Seoul, Republic of Korea —Recent news reports are
highlighting U.S.- ROK discussions on the Alliance’s wartime operational command and
control structure after the planned disestablishment of Combined Forces Command. As
outlined during the 44th United States - Republic of Korea Security Consultative
Meeting in the 24 October 2012 Joint Communique, "The Secretary and Minister
decided to establish a joint U.S.-ROK working group within the Strategic Alliance 2015
process to continue to refine the future command structure and maximize its military
efficiency.” These are working-level efforts to operationally implement and refine
previous ROK-US agreements, and do not represent any new change in policy.

In order to achieve the goals of Strategic Alliance 2015 and determine the best
command and control structure for a ROK-led combined defense, there has always
been a rigorous consultative process in place between the two governments to achieve
successful implementation. We are committed to creating an overarching and
synchronized plan to ensure a smooth transition, and remain on track to achieve the
Strategic Alliance 2015 milestones. DoD and MND officials will meet soon to begin the
working group level discussions.

The United Nations Command, Combined Forces Command and U.S. Forces Korea
remain committed to the ROK-US Alliance and the defense of the Republic of Korea.
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