UNC/CFC/USFK
Public Affairs Office

Yongsan Army Garrison, Republic of Korea

Phone DSN (315) 723-4668/ 4669/ 6029
Local 0505-723-4668/4669/ 6029
From USA 011-82-2-7913-4668/4669/ 6029
Korean Language Speaker 723-4668
FAX 723-3537/4240

NEWS RELEASE

Release # 130104-1 January 4, 2013

U.S. Forces Korea statement on tour normalization

YONGSAN GARRISON, Seoul, Republic of Korea — Current news reports are
focusing on discussions regarding tour normalization for U.S. forces in Korea. The
commander of U.S. Forces Korea determined last year that, while improvements to
readiness remain the command’s first priority, tour normalization is not affordable at this
time.

The USFK position was made clear in 2012 during the commander’s testimony before
the U.S. Congress. General James D. Thurman, commander, United Nations
Command/Combined Forces Command/U.S. Forces Korea said that the Department of
Defense “is not able to afford tour normalization at this time, and | am content to remain
at the currently authorized 4,645 command sponsored families. | am convinced,
however, that a change in personnel policies will improve the readiness of USFK by
reducing turbulence. We are working with the Department of Defense to examine how
individual tour length extensions and unit rotations could help address the readiness
issue.”

USFK is pursuing other options to help reduce personnel turnover and improve
readiness. While the U.S. and the Department of Defense face budgetary challenges,
the US remains committed to the ROK-US Alliance and the defense of the Republic of
Korea.
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For additional USFK information visit our websites at
www.usfk.mil or www.usfk.or.kr
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